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A Publication from the Big Piney Ranger District 

 

 
 

Stop by the office:  Monday—Friday 8:00am—4:30pm 
We can accept cash, check, or credit card for permit and map sales! 

Don’t forget we also sell Off-Road Vehicle (ORV) stickers for the State of Wyoming! 

(Cash only) 

Have a road update for us?? 
Please collect the road name, road number, and a general 

location (GPS coordinates if possible).  

PLEASE TAKE PICTURES! 
Send pictures and/or info to brianasteele@fs.fed.us or  

bring them by the Big Piney Ranger Station.   

You can also call us at 307-276-5800. 

Thank you! 

 Wood Permit Info 

 Road Updates 

 US Special Ops 

Training 

 Smokey and Pals 

Visit Local Kids 

 Backcountry 

Horsemen-

Friends,       

Neighbors,       

Volunteers 

 Cottonwood  

Prescribed     

Burning 

 Wyoming Range 

National  

Recreation Trail 

 Featured Photo: 

Hoback River and 

Granite Creek 

Confluence 
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PRODUCT 
DATES 

PERMITS 
ISSUED 

PRICE 
& 

MINIMUM 

Fuelwood 
Personal 

Use 

5/15-12/31 $7.00/cord 
  
$35 min. 

Post/Poles 
Dead 

5/15-12/31 .80ea/0-4.9 DBH 
1.00ea/5-6. DBH 
  
$20 min. 

Transplants 
Personal Use 

5/01-12/31 $5.00 under 6' 
$10.00 - 6-10' 
$25.00 - 10-20' 
  



US Special Operations Forces visited the Horse Creek 

Drainage this winter for some “high altitude winter 

warfare” training. 

Photos submitted by Tactical 

Solutions International, Inc. 
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Smokey and his pals at the Forest 

Service have visited a couple of 

groups of kids this spring to teach 

them how they can prevent wild-

fires.  First, he visited the Big Piney 

Library in April.  He also came to 

visit the Learning Center Preschool 

group on their tour of the Big Piney 

Ranger District.  The kids got to ex-

plore the fire engines as well includ-

ing: spraying the fire hose, getting 

dressed up in firefighting gear, and 

(the favorite) honking the big air 

horn! 

 

 

Photo credit: 

Nan Stinson 

The Back Country Horsemen have been hard at work volun-

teering on the Wyoming Range National Recreation Trail 

(WRNRT).  During the summer of 2015 the Backcountry 

Horsemen completed installation of 

trail marker signs on the sections of 

the trail between Snyder Basin and 

Bare Pass as well as the sections of 

the trail between McDougal Gap 

and Gunsight Pass.  Other areas of 

the trail required more intensive 

work including downed tree re-

moval and brush clearing in Horse Creek. This year the Back-

country Horsemen also have ambitious plans for the Wyo-

ming Range, including adding additional trail markers and 

logging out deeper sections of the trail.  If you enjoy the Wyo-

ming Range Trail or any of the connector trails you should 

thank some of your neighbors and friends of the Backcountry 

Horsemen for their hard work.   

If you would like to volunteer on trails 

on the Big Piney Ranger District 

please give us a call.  We would love to 

hear from you. If you do or have found 

yourself clearing trails or working on 

trials on the Big Piney Ranger District 

we would like to recognize you for 

your hard work. We know many in 

our community work on our trail sys-

tem on their own time simple because they love spending 

time in the Wyoming Range and giving back. We want to rec-

ognize your efforts. Take some pictures and tell us your story! 
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Josh Winkler  

Natural Resource  

Specialist -  

Recreation 

Josh is a recent new 

addition to the 

Kemmerer and Big 

Piney Ranger Districts, 

and joins the Bridger-

Teton National Forest 

as the new Superviso-

ry Recreation Natural 

Resource Specialist. 

Josh is an avid out-

doorsman who loves 

hunting, camping or 

anything outdoors 

with his family. 

Josh has a diverse ca-

reer background and 

has worked as an EMT, 

a Hummer/Jeep/ATV 

tour-guide, a wildland 

firefighter, a sheriff’s 

deputy, and a small 

business owner.  Josh 

graduated from Utah 

State University with a 

Bachelor’s degree in 

Recreation Resource 

Management in 2007 

and has been working 

for state or federal 

land management 

agencies ever since. 
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 Middle Piney Dam 

Reconstruction 

 Horse Creek  

 Parking Expansion 

 Fish Creek Trail-

head improvement 

 Improvement on 

Wyoming Range 

National Recreation 

Trail access at 

South Piney Creek 

 Horse Mountain 

Trail improvement 

 Aerial cheat-grass 

abatement 

 LOTS AND LOTS  OF 

ROAD REPAIRS! 

Scenes on the Big Piney 

Ranger District,  

Summer 2016.  

Credit: Gianna Torres  

When most people think of prescribed burning, they 
think of it as a way to thin and get rid of an over-
growth in order to prevent wildfire.  While in some 
cases, that is what it is used for, that is not the case for 
the Cottonwood prescribed burning.  One of the final 
two remaining units was completed Spring 2017, and 
the last will be done Spring 2018.  The Cottonwood II 
Prescribed burning is being done to prevent conifer 
(evergreen) encroachment on the aspen stands in the 
area.  Aspen are different because their stands are ac-
tually one single organism, all connected by the same 
root structure.  Because of this, they can survive, and 
actually prosper, through a wildfire disturbance, 

whereas the conifer cannot survive.  For more information on Aspen, visit this link: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HCU-4z8KWk.  For more information on the Cottonwood II Prescribed 
Burning, contact Paul Swenson at paswenson@fs.fed.us.  

June 2017—Issue #2 

Layout by:  Briana Steele 

The Wyoming Range National Recreation Trail (WYNRT) is a little known treasure on the Big Piney 

Ranger District.  Most of the trail follows the crest of the Wyoming Range all the way from Snyder Basin 

to Bryan Flat which is just south of Highway 189/191 in Hoback Canyon.  It is approximately 75 miles 

long, and offers distant skylines filled with mountains.  Various other trails tie into the WYNRT along its 

journey through the range, allowing multiple entrances and exits.  The elevation ranges from 6,400 feet 

at Bryan Flat, up to 10,500 feet on the shoulder of Wyoming Peak, then back to 8,200 feet at the South 

Piney Trailhead in Snyder Basin.  Most of the trail however, travels along country that is at 9,000 feet or 

above.  Big Piney Ranger District’s Recreation Technician, Tyler Koci, is currently working on obtaining 

grants to improve the South Piney Trailhead in Snyder Ba-

sin, as well as trail maintenance and signage along the en-

tirety of the trail.  Any questions regarding recreational op-

portunities or improvements can be directed to Tyler at 

(307) 413-2137 or tjkoci@fs.fed.us. 

 

Some of the scenery you 

can see atop the WYNRT. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HCU-4z8KWk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HCU-4z8KWk
mailto:tjkoci@fs.fed.us
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The Big Piney Ranger 
District (highlighted in 
the darker green be-
low) is the 449,000 
acres on the eastern 
side of the Wyoming 
Range.  It stretches all 
of the way from Shoal 
Lake in the North, to 
Snyder Basin in the 
South.  The district 
maintains 300 miles of 
system trails, 25 per-
mitted summer and fall 
outfitters, 11 summer 
homes, two guard sta-
tions (available to the 
public for reserva-
tions), and two devel-
oped campgrounds. 
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 SUBSCRIBE to this 

newsletter! 

 Submit your own 

stories, memories, 

or pictures from the 

Big Piney Ranger 

District!  
(Articles must be short 
and positive in nature, 
and may be edited to fit 
our formatting and 
layout.) 

 For more on volun-

teering, writing 

articles for this 

newsletter, or for 

any more infor-

mation on anything 

you have read! 

 

Briana Steele 

(307) 276-5800 

brianasteele@fs.fed.us 

Photo Credit: Jackie Arnal 

Photo submitted by Jacque Downs of Big Piney, WY. 
A look upstream at the confluence of Granite Creek on the left and the Hoback River 
on the right.  Hoback is getting a lot of red dirt runoff this year as opposed to the more 
green-colored water flowing in Granite Creek.  Thank you Jacque for sharing this cool 
photo with us! 


