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Energy Release Component (ERC)

The energy release component

(ERC) is a number related to the 

available energy (BTU) per unit area 

(square foot) within the flaming 

front at the head of a fire. Daily 

variations in ERC are due to changes 

in moisture content of the various 

fuels present, both live and dead.





Fires vs. Acres



Wildfires and Acres by Agency



Timeline of Events 

Prior to 08/10/17 Adjacent National 
Forests, other COFMS Divisions and ODF 
experience heavy Initial Attack (IA).

08/10/17 first lightning taken on the 
Cascade Division.

Whychus Fire 34 ac.

Yucca Fire 25 ac.

3 other fires .25 ac. or less.

Preparedness Level 4

Shared resources are heavily committed. National mobilization trends 

affect all Geographic Areas (GA's) and regularly occur over larger and 

larger distances. National priorities govern resources of all types. Heavy 

demand on inactive/low activity GA's with low levels of activity for 

available resources.

- Significant wildland fire activity is occurring in multiple geographic 

areas; significant commitment of Incident Management Teams.

- NICC increasingly engages GACCs in an effort to coordinate and fill 

orders for available resources.

- Potential for significant incidents emerging in multiple GA’s indicates 

that resource demands will continue or increase. 



Additional Info

Regional haze and smoke exists in 
Central Oregon.

Fire lookouts are unable to see due to 
poor visibility.

Aerial recon requested for fire 
detection.

Air resource (fixed wing/rotor wing) 
shortage due to ongoing IA.

Aerial delivered firefighters not 
available.

High winds forecasted for 08/11/17, but 
don’t materialize until 08/12/17.



Additional Info Cont.

08/11/17 Incident 843- Fire report from 
COIDC to Lookouts. Nothing visible to 
fire lookouts.

08/11/17 mop-up is occurring on other 
fires located on the Cascade Division. 
Resources are strapped. 

08/12/17 Whychus Fire spots and burns 
for 1996 additional acres. Threatens 
homes near Lower Bridge Road. Air 
resources rerouted from other incidents 
due to values at risk (i.e. life safety and 
property).

Preparedness Level 5

National mobilization is heavily committed and measures need to be 

taken to support GA's. Active GA's must take emergency measures to 

sustain incident operations.

- Full commitment of national resources is ongoing.

- Resource orders filled at NICC by specifically coordinating requests with 

GACCs as resources become available.

- Potential for emerging significant wildland fires is high and expected to 

remain high in multiple geographic areas. 



Timeline of Events Cont.

08/12/17 Incident 843 becomes visible 
to aerial recon plane and spreads 
quickly to the east, bumping into the 
Black Crater Fire scar. 

Strategy: Full suppression.

Sisters DR approves SMJ, chainsaws, 
Helicopters w/bucket work and fixed 
wing retardant.

08/12/17 Very limited access, no aerial 
resources available.

Resource orders being placed with 
COIDC.

Low priority. 



Timeline of Events Cont.

08/12/17 Type 3 team ordered for 843 
Milli Fire, but diverted to Whychus due 
to the values at risk.

08/12/17 Another Type 3 IC assigned to 
843 Milli Fire.

08/13/17 Weather changes.

08/13/17 Rapps and other resources 
engaging Milli Fire.



Sit Report- Milli Fire 



Timeline of Events

• 08/14/17 Type 1 Team ordered for Milli Fire with Type 3 fully 
engaged in firefighting efforts. 



Current Sit Report 9/13/17



Deschutes NF- A fire forest 

• 44% burned since 2000 (SRD) • Overhead Hazards to Firefighters



44 Firefighter Fatalities- Overhead Hazards

• Snags Fatalities- 34

• Hazard Tree Fatalities- 10

• 2013 Deschutes NF, Cascade Division (Sisters, OR)- 1 Fatality
• Hazard Tree  



Questions? 209 Reporting 100ac. Timber/300ac. grass

Fires Supp. on average @ 8.4 ac. or less. Fires Supp. on average @ 14.9 ac. or less 

(Milli 24,025 ac.).


