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Dog Mountain Ready for Crowds

Parking 
defined at 
Dog 
Mountain

Hikers flock to the Dog Mountain Trailhead during 
the spring season for dramatic wildflower blooms 
and sweeping views. In 2016, the Forest Service 
made parking lot improvements to address 
concerns about parking, traffic congestion and 
visitor safety. The Forest also increased presence
at the trailhead and worked with the Skamania 
County Chamber of Commerce to improve transit 
options. Total cost for the site, including 
maintaining two associated trails, was about 
$22,000.  

Celebrating Eagle Creek

In 2016, the Forest Service partnered with Friends 
of the Columbia Gorge and the Oregon 
Department of Transportation to host the
centennial celebration of the Historic Columbia 
River Highway at the Eagle Creek Recreation Area. 
This popular fee site boasts the oldest developed 
campground on National Forest System lands and 
is included within the Historic Columbia River 
Highway National Historic Landmark. 
In addition to this well attended educational 
activity, the Forest Service used approximately 
$30,000 in recreation fee funds to operate and 
maintain numerous historic structures and ensure 
safe access to trails in the surrounding area. 
Activities included testing the chlorinated drinking 
water system, providing accessible restrooms and 
garbage service, repairing asphalt and pavement,
maintaining trailhead kiosks, providing two 
volunteer hosts, and improving accessibility of 
campground sites. 

Eagle Creek 
then and 
now

Recreation Fee Dollars
Recreation fee dollars are an investment in outdoor 
recreation. They support and enhance:

• Public safety
• Recreation site maintenance and improvements
• Educational experiences
• Informational wayside exhibits
• Youth programs and partnerships
• Interpretive programs

Current and future generations benefit as 80-95% of the 
funds are reinvested in the facilities and services that 
visitors enjoy, use, and value.
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Other Accomplishments
Developed Recreation
• Replaced faucet standpipe posts and piping at 

seven faucets in the Wyeth Campground.
• Renovated the pump house at Wyeth  and 

connected water system to a new well.
• Removed 48 hazard trees at fee sites impacted 

by high winds and prolonged drought conditions. 
• Supported three campground hosts who 

donated over 5,000 hours of work. 
• Replaced concrete garbage receptacles with 

large steel cans at two trailheads. 
• Operated and maintained water systems. 
• Treated blackberry and poison oak in several 

areas. 
Recreation Special Uses 
• Administered 19 temporary use permits and 12 

priority use permits 
• Permitted five recreation events.
• Worked with outfitter and guides operating on 

the Lower White Salmon and Lower Klickitat 
Wild and Scenic Rivers to improve river 
stewardship. 

Trails
• Logged out and maintained 85 trail miles.
• Rebuilt switchback on Wauna Viewpoint Trail.
• Installed gabion baskets in a slide area and 

improved a 40-foot bridge on the Larch 
Mountain Trail.
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Columbia River Gorge

Contacts

Columbia River Gorge 
National Scenic Area

Recreation Fee Program Contact
541-308-1703

Email: lhaukness@fs.fed.us
Online: www.fs.usda.gov/crgnsa     

Regional Contact
503-808-2411

Email: jbiro@fs.fed.us

Revenue & Expenditures

Revenue* Forest Region
Recreation Fees $484,337 $932,328

Special Uses $43,799 $9,740,790

Interagency Passes $4,300 $1,012,102

Total $532,436 $11,685,220

Expenditures Forest Region
Repair & Maintenance $129,218 $4,689,004

Visitor Services $52,241 $2,726,559

Law Enforcement $19,762 $308,309

Habitat Restoration $0 $16,298

Fee Agreements $0 $43,182

Collections/Overhead $33,864 $862,983

Total $235,085 $8,646,335
*Carryover funds will be used for large projects and upcoming startup costs.
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