
 
 

 
 
 
One Million Acres Protected 
Miles Johnston knew it was time to thin his 16-acre pine forest east of Richmond, VA 
before trees started to grow slower and become susceptible to insects, such as the 
southern pine beetle (SPB).  However, he was having trouble getting a local logger 
interested in working in his forest because of the small size of his forest relative to the 
potential economic return to the logger considering a depressed timber market and rising 
fuel prices.  His consulting forester, Steve Lueke told him about the Virginia Department 
of Forestry’s SPB Prevention Program that offered incentives to loggers to thin private 
forest land before the trees become susceptible to SPB attack.  Mr. Johnston’s efforts to 
keep his forest economically viable and resilient to potential SPB attack became the one 
millionth acre protected under the SPB Prevention Program administered by the USDA 
Forest Service – Forest Health Protection and implemented by 12 National Forests and 13 
States, including Virginia.  Forest Health Protection along with the Virginia Department 
of Forestry is celebrating this significant accomplishment by honoring Mr. Johnston who 
represents the more than 13,000 landowners who have participated in this program, Steve 
Lueke, consulting forester, and Chuck Evelyn, logger, for their contributions in 
completing the thinning operation on the millionth acre. This celebration event will take 
place on October 28th, 2011 on Mr. Johnston’s property. 
 
Program Background 
The SPB Prevention Program is a cornerstone of efforts by the Southern Region and the 
Southern Group of State Foresters to institute a comprehensive and integrated approach 
for preventing and mitigating the impacts of SPB on federal, state, and private lands.  At 
the request of Congress, a strategy was initiated in 2003 to address the SPB problem after 
the last major outbreak.  Reducing stand stress through good forest management such as 
thinning is a key feature of this plan. Since more than 70 percent of eastern forests are 
owned by private landowners, the first priority of the SPB Prevention Program funding 
has been to help private forest landowners protect their forests from SPB-related 
mortality through cost-share incentives and educational.  These landowners value their 
forest land for a variety of reasons, including providing economic returns, a place to hunt 
and hike, an opportunity to pass on a legacy to their children and grandchildren, and for 
aesthetic reasons.  Cost-share funding through this program provides an incentive for 
landowners to properly manage their forests even with the falling timber values and 
increased fuel costs that can hinder forest management activities. 
 
Costly Problem 
 SPB is the most economically important forest pest in the southern United States. 
 The most recent (1999-2003) outbreak caused unprecedented losses in 8 States 

with $1.5 billion in damage. 
 There are 8.4 million susceptible acres in the South.   
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 Over $94 million has been allocated to 13 states and 12 National Forests to 
accomplish prevention and restoration activities since 2003. 

 Over 1,050,000 acres were treated (e.g. forest thinning) on federal, state, and 
private lands as of the end of FY 2011. 

 There has not been a significant SPB outbreak since the SPB Prevention Program 
started in 2003 allowing an excellent opportunity to focus on prevention efforts.   

 
Additional Accomplishments 
 Through the SPB Prevention Program, significant new partnerships have been 

established and existing partnerships strengthened.  The program is a 
collaborative effort between FHP, southern state forestry agencies, Forest Service 
Research, R8 Forest Management, universities, and the Forest Health Technology 
Enterprise Team. 

 Under the program, partners have developed SPB Hazard Maps for each state and 
national forest in the South to better prioritize treatment areas. 

 Landowner education has also been an important focus of the SPB Prevention 
Program and there has been significant effort to reach landowners, with special 
attention to traditionally underserved landowners, through workshops, 
publications, newspaper articles, TV and radio commercials, and billboards.   


