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  Topic:  Escalating Southern Pine Beetle (SPB) Outbreak on the National Forests in Mississippi  
Issue: 

• There are currently more than 3,700 separate SPB infestations or “spots” on the NFs in MS (Bienville, 
Homochitto, Holly Springs and Tombigbee). Hundreds of other spots have also been observed on nearby state, 
private, and industrial forestlands. To a much smaller extent, SPB activity is also occurring in Alabama, Georgia, 
and North Carolina.   

• The infestations in MS are causing severe economic and ecological impacts on >10,000 acres (nearly 350,000 ccf) 
of public, private and industrial forests. With 100,000 acres of high-risk pine stands on the NFs in MS, potential 
impacts may approach 50,000 acres unless the outbreak recedes or we are able to institute broad-scale and 
effective suppression efforts.  

• Lack of robust local timber markets and heavy rainfall have hampered suppression efforts, which require cutting 
down infested and nearby trees, and preferably removing them from the area. Capacity limitations related to 
archaeological surveys, NEPA, timber sale administration, available contractors to do suppression work, etc., 
have also presented obstacles in addressing the problem. 

Background:  

• SPB is the most damaging insect pest of pines in the Eastern U.S. It is an aggressive tree-killing beetle which 
periodically damages extensive areas of pine forests from NY to FL to TX. 

• From 1973-present SPB has caused almost $4 billion in economic damage. The worst recorded outbreak took 
place from 1999 – 2003 when SPB impacted more than a million acres in 7 states and caused more than $1 billion 
of damage, most on non-industrial, private land. 

• Since 2003, SPB management has focused on prevention practices, especially thinning and longleaf pine 
restoration (with more than 1.2 million acres treated).  These practices are effective with more than 85-90% of 
spots occurring in untreated areas.  However, there are still millions of acres across the South that are at high-risk 
of SPB damage and require preventive treatments.    

• In 2016, the Bienville and Homochitto RDs exhibited the beginning signs of a SPB outbreak. Limited available 
resources, along with factors both within and external to the FS, prevented implementation of a comprehensive 
suppression project. Suppression measures were limited to hand falling by chainsaw crews and restricted to 
priority spots. Numerous active infestations were left untreated, leaving significant populations to overwinter.  

Path Forward:  

• An Incident Command Team has been organized to lead suppression and restoration efforts on the NFs in MS.  
To date, 675 spots (on more than 3,000 acres) have been treated or suppressed.  The ICT has prioritized treatment 
efforts to protect red-cockaded woodpecker colonies and to prevent spots from moving onto private lands.   

• Suppression of active SPB is the first stage of this effort. The second phase is to restore impacted and susceptible 
pine forests to more natural future stand conditions. As bad as this outbreak is, it does provide us with an 
opportunity to increase the pace and scale of longleaf restoration in Mississippi.   

• The ICT and NFs in MS are implementing new options for increasing suppression and restoration activities using 
Insect and Disease designations under the Farm Bill, large-scale Stewardship Contracting with partners including 
the NWTF, and Good Neighbor Authority with the MS Forestry Commission.   

• Larson and McGowin Consultants have been contracted to perform a market analysis. This analysis may yield 
additional local markets and/or provide viable options for expanding markets to a broader geographical area.   
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Key Points:   

• Additional resources (funds, personnel, and expedited procedures) are required to implement comprehensive SPB 
suppression and resulting restoration work in Mississippi.   

 

Contact:  Don Duerr, Director, Region 8 Forest Health Protection, 404-347-3541, dduerr@fs.fed.us 

 

mailto:dduerr@fs.fed.us

