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The information in this guide is accurate to
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Fire Prescription: Just What the Forest Ordered

With the catastrophic 2007 and 2016 Southern California wildfires still fresh in our minds, the sight of smoke may
still be a little scary, but it is not uncommon on the San Bernardino National Forest. It could be a wildfire or it could
be intentionally set, or a “prescribed” fire that could prevent larger fires. Forest Service fire managers have been using
prescribed fires as a tool for creating and maintaining areas of resiliency on our national forests since the early 1970°’s.
Prescription fire can be designed to mimic natural fire effects on the landscape, objectives typically include reducing
forest canopy density and seedling competition, and pushing back encroachment from meadows in the backcountry.
Fire modeling and historical weather data is used to identify conditions where fire behavior will be low to moderate,
utilizing natural and man-made barriers to limit fire growth and spread potential.

# The summer of 2016 was another extreme fire
year for much of Southern California. Drought
contributed to the intensity of the fire season.
Ironically, part of the reason fires were so severe
is because firefighting has become so effective
since the beginning of the 20" century. Wildlife
4 disasters in the 19" and 20™ centuries, along
with the dire need for timber during World War
11, caused an all out war on fire in U.S. forests.

& [n the past, there was a mindset that all fire was

8 destructive and bad. But with much scientific
study, ecologists, fire managers, and elected
officials now realize that fire is natural and essential.

Fighting Fire with Fire
Fire managers must also take into consideration
the fuel build-up, houses, and communities
surrounding national forest lands. Part of the “prescription” for burning is a very detailed plan that takes all
contingencies into account. Accumulated fuels are gradually and carefully removed, with safety as a primary concern.
In fact, a lot of prescribed fires are conducted for community protection. The Westridge Fuelbreak is a good example.
Prescribed fire combined with mechanical reduction in overgrown areas has been employed for the express purpose of
protecting the community of Idyllwild from an uncontrolled fire. In other words, we are fighting fire with fire.

Fire is Natural

As in most western forests, fire is a natural process that existed on the San Bernardino National Forest long before

the Forest Service managed these lands. Lightning sparked fires that cleaned accumulating plant materials, thinned
tree stands, released nutrients back into the soil, spurred seed germination, and cleared pathways for wildlife. Native
Americans used fire for similar purposes. Their fires would clear dead and dying plants, allowing fresh young shoots to
sprout, which was beneficial to them and the wildlife they hunted.

A careful scientific way to manage fire has been developed and is presently being applied to the wild lands of the San
Bernardino National Forest. Natural and man-made features are evaluated to determine the level of fire intensity that they
can withstand, if any. Landscapes then get a “prescription” based on their need for fire, much like a doctor who evaluates
a patient’s need for medicine and prescribes it if necessary.

Prescribing fire helps plants and animal habitats become more productive and open. Trees have more nutrients and
sunlight, and thus grow more resistant to disease, insects and even to more intense fire. Some plant species even require
fire to survive and others to germinate. Landscapes return to the balanced, open, and healthy state-of the days where all
fires were put out.

Still Counting on You

Like doctors, prescriptions for fire should only be made by those with the knowledge and experience to make such a
powerful decision. Treatments need to be designed carefully so that burns achieve desired results. It’s not simply a matter
of letting things burn. Wildfires must still be prevented. Smokey Bear is still counting on you!

Every fire season the San Bernardino National Forest restricts fire use. These restrictions are necessary to prevent fire
catastrophes. Some important fire restrictions include:

*Wood and charcoal campfires are permitted only in designated campfire rings, which are engineered to be safe.
*Designated campfire rings are found at developed campgrounds, picnic areas, and Yellow Post sites. A ranger station can
help you to find places to have a safe and legal campfire. Barbecues and charcoal BBQ’s are included in this restriction.
*A California Campfire Permit is required for stoves outside of developed campgrounds and picnic areas.

*Contact your nearest Ranger Station for a permit and current fire restrictions.

*Smoke cigarettes, cigars, or pipes only in cleared areas or in an enclosed vehicle.

*Additionally, fireworks are prohibited. Spark arrestors are required for off-highway vehicles (OHVs), portable generators,
and other similar engines.

Forest
m Service

San Bernardino
National Forest

Pacific Southwest www.fs.usda.gov/sbnf
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