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Shores Lake, White Rock Mountain Road Slated For Improvement 

Motorists May Experience Delays 
 
OZARK, ARK. -- Motorists traveling to Shores Lake and White Rock Mountain will soon have smoother 

sailing according to Ozark-St. Francis National Forest officials.  The Bliss Ridge Road, which provides 

access into the popular recreation areas, will undergo road improvement work beginning October 23.  

The work will include resurfacing a paved section of road leading in to the lake, and repairing a 

section of gravel road between Shores Lake and White Rock damaged in a 2015 flood event. 

“Maintaining our road system to a safe and efficient standard is a forest priority,” said Forest 

Supervisor Cherie Hamilton.  “We know that driving through national forests is a favorite pastime, 

whether our visitors are traveling to a specific destination, or just enjoying the scenery on a relaxed 

day.” 

The overall project will be accomplished through two contracts, with the first one funded by 

the Federal Lands Transportation Program that focuses on improving access into recreation areas 

across the nation.  The second project contract is funded through the Federal Highway’s Emergency 

Relief for Federally Owned Roads program.   

The first contract will commence October 23rd when contractors begin preparing to resurface 

a little more than one mile of the road between Arkansas Hwy 215 and Shores Lake.  Motorists 

should expect delays of no more than one hour when driving through the construction area.   

Upon completion of the resurfacing work, reconstruction will begin on a 2.4 mile section of 

the gravel road located between Shores Lake and White Rock Mountain.   Expected to commence in  
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late winter, this second contract includes road grading, ditch repair and culvert replacement. Traffic 

delays during this phase should be somewhat shorter. 

“We regret that members of the public will experience delays over the next few months,” said 

Hamilton.  “We maintain between 120 and 140 miles of roads annually for use by passenger vehicles 

and try to minimize the inconvenience to visitors. I believe the end result will most definitely be 

worth the wait.” 

For more information about the road project, or to check the status of road work, contact the 

Boston Mountain Ranger District at (479) 667-2191.   
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