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SECTION 1 
BACKGROUND ON THE WILD AND SCENIC 
RIVERS ELIGIBILITY STUDY AND REPORT 

The United States Department of Agriculture, US Forest Service, Manti-La Sal 
National Forest (Forest) is preparing a wild and scenic rivers (WSR) eligibility 
study and report of the rivers on the Forest.  

The WSR eligibility report documents whether the rivers on the Forest meet 
the requirements outlined in the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 (WSR 
Act), as amended, for potential inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System (NWSRS). Section 5(d)(1) of the WSR Act directs federal agencies to 
consider the potential for national wild, scenic, and recreational rivers in all 
planning for the use and development of river and related land resources.  

Forest Service Handbook (FSH) 1909.12 Chapter 80 requires a comprehensive 
inventory of rivers and an evaluation of their eligibility when revising a forest 
plan; the Forest began revising its forest plan in late summer 2016.  

The handbook also requires all named rivers on a US Geological Survey 7.5-
minute quadrangle map to be included in the inventory. An exception is if the 
river has previously been included in a systematic and documented evaluation 
and there are no changed circumstances that would warrant additional review. 
The Forest completed an eligibility study in 2003. 

In accordance with the WSR Act and Forest Service directives, the Forest 
developed a draft eligibility study process and draft inventory of rivers to be 
studied. The draft eligibility study process details the method by which the 
Forest will evaluate inventoried rivers for their eligibility. The draft inventory 
lists those rivers where the Forest intends to apply the study process. Both 
documents were provided to members of the public for their review and 
feedback. This document summarizes the public feedback that was received on 
those documents and any changes that resulted. 
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For additional background information on the Forest Plan Revision and WSRs, 
please visit the project website at https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/ 
mantilasal/landmanagement/planning. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/mantilasal/landmanagement/planning
https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/mantilasal/landmanagement/planning
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SECTION 2 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
PROCESS 

Forest Service directives require public participation during the land and 
resource management planning process. Effective public participation, as 
described in FSH 1909.12 Chapter 40, is a key component in developing a land 
and resource management plan that reflects the diverse needs of forest 
resources and contributes to their sustainability. To further these objectives, 
the Manti-La Sal National Forest undertook a variety of actions to engage with 
the public and solicit feedback on the eligibility study process and inventory of 
rivers to be studied. 

2.1 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION STRATEGY AND COMMUNICATION PLAN 
A public participation strategy is a foundational document for implementing the 
Forest Service’s commitment to engage the public throughout the planning 
process. Each public participation strategy serves as a road map for how the 
Forest will inform, engage, and collaborate with the public during each phase of 
the planning process. The Manti-La Sal National Forest has developed a public 
participation strategy to guide public engagement during the Forest Plan 
Revision process, which includes the concurrent studies, such as WSR eligibility. 
The Forest’s public participation strategy is available at https://www.fs.usda.gov/ 
Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd535174.pdf. 

In addition to the public participation strategy, the Forest has prepared a 
complementary communication strategy. It highlights the specific stakeholder 
groups that the Forest seeks to engage and the specific tools it will use to do so. 
The communication strategy is available at https://drive.google.com/file/d/ 
0B05zlfuaVok-VTFxMjBjN0FTV1E/view. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd535174.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd535174.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B05zlfuaVok-VTFxMjBjN0FTV1E/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B05zlfuaVok-VTFxMjBjN0FTV1E/view
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2.2 PROJECT WEBSITE 
As identified in the Forest’s communications plan, postings to its website are an 
important tool for sharing information with the public during the preparation of 
the WSR eligibility study and report. 

On June 6, 2017, the Forest distributed a notice regarding an upcoming series of 
open house opportunities on the Forest Plan Revision process and the 
concurrent studies, including WSR eligibility. The Forest made available for 
public review the notice of the open houses, the eligibility study process, and 
the inventory of rivers to be studied by posting them to Public Meetings page on 
the Forest’s website, https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/mantilasal/landmanagement/ 
planning/?cid=fseprd534090. 

2.3 PUBLIC MEETINGS 
During June and July 2017, the Forest hosted a series of open house meetings 
(see table below for locations, dates and times, and the approximate number of 
attendees at each meeting). Each open house included a table with information 
on WSRs and a trifold display. At the table, the Forest provided attendees with 
the following materials: 

• FSH 1909.12 Chapter 80 

• A handout displaying the draft 2017 inventory of rivers to be 
studied 

• The Forest’s draft eligibility study process document 

• A how-to guide for submitting comments online 

Location Date and Time Number of Attendees 
(Approximate) 

Price 
Carbon County Event Center 

Tuesday, June 27, 2017 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

9 

Castle Dale 
Emery County Courthouse 

Wednesday, June 28, 2017 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

13 

Manti 
Sanpete County Courthouse 

Thursday, June 29, 2017 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

13 

Moab 
Grand Center 

Tuesday, July 11, 2017 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

41 

Monticello 
Four Corners School 

Wednesday, July 12, 2017 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

14 

Blanding 
Public Library 

Thursday, July 13, 2017 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

12 

Provo 
Provo City Library 

Thursday, July 20, 2017 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

7 

 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/mantilasal/landmanagement/planning/?cid=fseprd534090
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/mantilasal/landmanagement/planning/?cid=fseprd534090
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SECTION 3 
SUMMARY OF PUBLIC FEEDBACK 

3.1 METHODS OF COMMENT COLLECTION 
During the public engagement period on the draft eligibility study process and 
draft inventory of rivers to be studied, the Forest encouraged members of the 
public to provide feedback via its online comment recording system. 
Instructions for commenting online were provided at the open houses and 
posted to the Forest’s Public Meetings webpage,  https://www.fs.usda.gov/ 
detail/mantilasal/landmanagement/planning/?cid=fseprd534090. 

The Forest also accepted comments by the following means: 

• Email to the Forest Plan Revision,  

mlnfplanrevision@fs.fed.us 

• Mail or hand delivery to 

Manti-La Sal National Forest 
Forest Plan Revision Team 
559 West Price River Drive, Suite A 
Price, UT 84501 

Although public input and feedback is accepted at any time, only comments 
received by July 31, 2017, are summarized in this report.  

3.2 SUMMARY OF PUBLIC FEEDBACK 
The tables below summarize the methods by which and topics on which public 
feedback was received during the public engagement period. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/mantilasal/landmanagement/planning/?cid=fseprd534090
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/mantilasal/landmanagement/planning/?cid=fseprd534090
mailto:mlnfplanrevision@fs.fed.us
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Method Number of  
Submissions 

Online comment submission 3 
Email to the Forest 0 
Mail or hand delivery to the Forest 0 
Total 3 

 

Topic Number of 
Comments 

Draft eligibility study process 0 
Draft inventory of rivers to be studied 0 
Other WSR-related topics 10 
Information request 1 
Total 11 

 
3.3 SUMMARY RESPONSE TO PUBLIC FEEDBACK 

This section summarizes public feedback received during the public engagement 
period and documents the Forest’s response by topic. 

Other WSR-related topics 
The Forest received feedback on several WSR-related topics; however, they 
were not related to the draft inventory of waters to be studied or the draft 
eligibility study process, as follows: 

• Timing of the eligibility analysis—Some commenters believed that 
the Forest had already determined that the eight rivers in the draft 
2017 inventory were eligible; this is not the case. The Forest has 
not yet conducted the eligibility analysis of these rivers; rather, at 
this stage, the Forest sought public input on the draft inventory of 
rivers that it will study and the draft process by which it will 
conduct those studies.  

The Forest made no eligibility determinations before soliciting public 
input on the draft inventory and draft study process. The inventory 
of rivers to be studied and the eligibility study process will be 
finalized, based on the public feedback received, then the rivers’ 
eligibility will be analyzed. 

• Input on eligibility study results—One commenter stated that the 
eight rivers in the inventory failed to meet the WSR Act’s eligibility 
criteria for potential inclusion in the NWSRS. The reason given was 
that the rivers do not possess any “outstandingly remarkable 
values,” which is required for eligibility. The Forest will take this 
comment under consideration during the eligibility study. 

• Suitability—Several commenters raised issues that relate to the 
criteria considered during the suitability phase of the WSR analysis 
(see FSH 1909.12 83.21 for the complete list of suitability criteria). 
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A river must first be determined eligible before its suitability is 
analyzed. If any rivers are determined to be eligible as a result of this 
study, then these comments will be considered during that 
subsequent suitability phase. The criteria raised in the public’s 
comments were 

– Current status of landownership and use in the area 

– The reasonably foreseeable potential uses of the land and 
water that would be enhanced, foreclosed on, or curtailed if 
the area were included in the NWSRS 

– A determination of the degree to which the State or its 
political subdivisions might participate in preserving and 
administering the river, should it be proposed for inclusion 
in the NWSRS 

– Support or opposition to designation 

Request for Information 
One commenter inquired about the classification of the rivers in the draft 2017 
inventory. However, only those rivers that are determined to be eligible receive 
a classification. Because no eligibility determinations have been made yet, no 
rivers have been assigned a classification. 

3.4 CHANGES RESULTING FROM PUBLIC FEEDBACK AND NEXT STEPS 
Based on the public feedback received, no changes to the draft inventory of 
rivers to be studied or the draft eligibility study process were identified.  

The Forest will proceed by evaluating the eligibility of the eight rivers in the 
inventory in accordance with the study process. The results of the eligibility 
evaluation will be documented in a report that states whether any rivers were 
determined to be eligible. In that case, the report will also state the river’s 
preliminary classification.  

A draft of the report will be provided to the public for review and feedback 
before it is finalized. If any rivers are determined to be eligible in the final 
report, the Forest will proceed with the suitability phase of WSR process. If no 
rivers are determined to be eligible, then that report will conclude the WSR 
process. 
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