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Identifying Lands That May Be Suitable For 
Inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation 
System 
 

Introduction 

The Custer Gallatin National Forest is revising its forest plans. The revision process requires identifying 
and evaluating lands that may be suitable for inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System 
(NWPS) and determining whether to recommend any such lands for wilderness designation. A description 
of this process can be found in the 2012 Forest Service Planning Rule and Chapter 70 of the Forest Service 
Land Management Planning Handbook (FSH) 1909.12. This process includes the following four steps - 
Inventory, Evaluation, Analysis, and Recommendation (if any).  This document details Step 1, the 
Inventory.   

Overview of Process 

Step 1: Inventory 

The inventory (Step 1) is intended to be broad and inclusive, including all areas across the Forest that 
meet certain size, roads, and improvements criteria (FSH 1909.12 Section 71.1). In July 2017, the Custer 
Gallatin released for public feedback a draft inventory of areas suitable to continue to Step 2, Evaluation.  

Step 2: Evaluation 

The next step is to evaluate each area on the inventory map for wilderness characteristics. Evaluation of 
wilderness characteristics uses five criteria set forth in the Wilderness Act of 1964 and Forest Service 
Handbook final directives FSH 1909.12, Chapter 70, Section 72.1. A summary of these five criteria is as 
follows: 

1. The degree to which the area generally appears to be affected primarily by the forces of nature, 
with the imprints of man's work substantially unnoticeable (apparent naturalness). 

2. The degree to which the area has outstanding opportunities for solitude or for a primitive and 
unconfined type of recreation. The word “or” means that an area only has to possess one or 
the other. The area does not have to possess outstanding opportunities for both elements, nor 
does it need to have outstanding opportunities on every acre. 

3. Evaluate how areas smaller than 5,000 acres are of sufficient size to make their preservation 
and use in an unimpaired condition practicable. 

4. Evaluate the degree to which the area contains ecological, geological, or other features of 
scientific, educational, scenic, or historical value (unique features). These values are not 
required for recommendation, but they should be identified and evaluated where they exist. 

5. Evaluate the degree to which the area may be managed to preserve its wilderness 
characteristics. 
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 The Evaluation step is underway in the Fall of 2017 and will be published as part of the Proposed Action 
in the Winter of 2017/2018. 

Step 3: Determine which areas to further analyze in the 
National Environmental Policy Act process 

Release of the Proposed Action initiates the National Environmental Policy Act process.  The Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) will analyze the environmental effects and management 
tradeoffs associated with recommending areas for wilderness designation. The DEIS is expected to be 
released in the Fall or Winter of 2018. 

Step 4: Decide which areas, if any, to recommend for inclusion 
in the National Wilderness Preservation System 

As the deciding official, the Forest Supervisor makes a final decision on which areas to recommend for 
inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System when she signs the forest plan. If any areas are 
recommended in Step 4, these are preliminary administrative recommendations. 

Once the forest plan is finalized, the Final Environmental Impact Statement is released, and a Record of 
Decision is signed in the Winter of 2019, the Forest Supervisor may recommend suitable lands for 
National Wilderness Preservation System designation to the Chief of the U.S. Forest Service, if the Record 
of Decision contains suitable lands. Such recommendation may then be forwarded to the Secretary of 
Agriculture, and ultimately to Congress, for their consideration and possible designation. Congress has 
reserved the authority to make final decisions on wilderness designation. 

Step 1- Inventory Process 

The  Forest Service started the inventory process by considering existing, relevant information identified 
during the assessment phase (FSH 1909.12, ch. 10), including information about designated areas (such 
as inventoried roadless areas), transportation infrastructure (such as road maintenance levels), and past 
or pending wilderness recommendation proposals. Building on this information and any additional public 
input (FSH 1909.12, 70.61), the Forest Service applied the criteria and steps identified in section 71.2 of 
FSH 1901.12 to create the inventory. The Custer Gallatin NF utilized existing databases and geospatial 
data as sources of information for the inventory process, which are dynamic and may change over time. 

Inventory Steps and Criteria 

Size Criteria (FSH 1909.12, 71.21) 

According to the Wilderness Act, a wilderness area “[h]as at least five thousand acres of land or is of 
sufficient size as to make practicable its preservation and use in an unimpaired condition” (16 U.S.C. 
1131c). Areas to be included in the inventory must be federal lands and must meet one of the following 
size criteria:  

1. The area contains 5,000 acres or more.  
2. The area contains less than 5,000 acres but is of sufficient size as to make practicable its preservation 

and use in an unimpaired condition, including but not limited to areas contiguous to an existing 
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wilderness, primitive areas, administratively recommended wilderness, or wilderness inventory of 
other Federal ownership.  

In checkboard land patterns, where checkerboard parcels are within an interior of a wilderness inventory 
polygon, they are included in the inventory.  Isolated checkerboard parcels that touch National Forest 
lands only at section corners are not included in the inventory. 

The Custer Gallatin NF wilderness inventory includes lands over 5,000 acres that meet the remaining 
criteria, and lands less than 5,000 acres that are adjacent to designated wilderness areas or the 
“recommended wilderness” areas of Yellowstone National Park and that meet the remaining criteria. 

Improvement Criteria (FSH 1909.12, 71.22) 

In addition to size criteria, lands within the Custer Gallatin NF were studied to determine the level of 
development or “improvements” that were present within these landscapes. Improvements on the 
landscape can be thought of in two categories: road improvements and other improvements. These 
improvements and how they were utilized to develop the inventory are described below. 

Road Improvements (FSH 1909.12, 71.22a) 

The forest plan revision team utilized existing roads data. This data was used in the assessment and was 
verified by district ranger review. The data reflected the most current travel plans and the maintenance 
level for each road. Definitions of Forest Service road maintenance levels are found on the last page. The 
following criteria were used to determine whether an area with an existing road was included in the 
inventory or excluded from it. GIS was used to create a map using these road improvement criteria.  

Road improvements that remain in the inventory lands:  

• Areas that contain Maintenance Level 1 roads.  

• Areas with any routes that were decommissioned, unauthorized, or temporary, or forest roads that 
are identified for decommissioning in a previous decision document or identified as likely 
unneeded in a travel management plan.  

• Areas with forest roads that will be reclassified to a Maintenance Level 1 through a previous 
decision document or travel plan.  

• Areas with forest roads that have been proposed by the Forest Service for consideration as 
recommended wilderness as a result of a previous forest planning process; or areas with forest 
roads that the Responsible Official merits for inclusion in the inventory that were proposed for 
consideration through public involvement during the assessment or other public or 
intergovernmental participation opportunity.  

• Areas with historic wagon routes, historical mining routes, or other settlement era transportation 
features considered part of the historical and cultural landscape of the area.  

• Areas with Maintenance Level 2 roads that do not meet the criteria for exclusion.  

Road Improvements excluded from the inventory lands:  

• Permanently authorized roads validated by a Federal court or the Department of Interior for which 
a valid easement or interest has been properly recorded.  
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• Forest roads with a Maintenance Level of 3, 4, or 5.  

• Maintenance Level 2 roads or Maintenance Level 3, 4, or 5 roads that will be reclassified to 
Maintenance Level 2 through a previous decision document or travel planning that meet one or 
more of the following criteria:  

 Have been improved and are maintained by mechanical means to ensure relatively regular 
and continued use,  

 Have cumulatively degraded wilderness character or precluded future preservation of the 
area as wilderness, 

 Have been identified for continued public access and use in a project level or travel planning 
decision supported by NEPA analysis, or  

 Otherwise preclude evaluation and consideration of the area during the public participation 
and intergovernmental outreach processes as potentially suitable for wilderness, based on 
assessment information or on–the-ground knowledge.  

Custer Gallatin NF roads were buffered based on Rights-of-Way and operational widths.  

• National Forest Service System Roads (NFSRs) (Operational ML 2, 3, 4, 5) - Total Linear Buffer of 60 
feet.  

• Private, Easements and Special Use Authorization Roads - Total Linear Buffer of 60 feet.  

• County Roads - Total Linear Buffer of 100 feet.  

• State Highways - Total Linear Buffer of 200 feet.  

• Interstate Highways - Total Linear Buffer of 500 feet.  

Other Improvements (FSH 1909.12, 71.22b) 

The Custer Gallatin NF was then studied to determine the presence of other improvements. Other 
facilities consist of improvements or developments that show evidence of past and present human 
activities. These improvements consist of features such as built structures, existing and past management 
activities, and constructed features related to special use permits.  

Some structures such as log cabins, post and log fences, and historic mining features were considered 
positive cultural elements when looking at landscape character. This complements FSH 1909.12 Chapter 
70, 71.22b, which states historic structures, dwellings, and other relics of past occupation, when they are 
considered part of the historic and cultural landscape of the area, may be included in the inventory of 
lands that may be suitable for inclusion the National Wilderness Preservation System.  

Custer Gallatin NF improvements were buffered using the following rationale: 

1. Developed Recreation Sites 

a. Minor constructed sites (development scale 2,3,4,5). Buffer point by 300 feet total (150 foot 

radius). Includes all trailheads, day use areas, fishing sites, boating sites, info sites/fee stations, 

horse camps, wildlife viewing sites, observation sites, OHV staging areas, picnic sites, interpretive 

sites and camping areas. Rationale: These sites are often roadside and are constructed, include 
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developed features and vary in size. This buffer is intended to be an average to cover the average 

site size. Road buffers alone do not capture the extent of these sites. 

b. Major Site Types (Cabins, Campgrounds (Group and Group Picnic), Interpretive Visitor Centers).   

i. Cabins - buffer point of all cabins/lookouts by 350 feet total (175 radius). Rationale: Buffer 

intended to capture Cabin itself and entire area of improvement, parking, toilets, barns and 

other facilities.  

ii. Campgrounds (including Group Picnic Sites and Pavilions) - buffer campground roads by 150 

feet total (75’ radius).  Campground roads are defined as the direct access routes to the 

campgrounds. This includes the main campground road and all loop roads. Rationale: The 

intent of this buffer is to capture all infrastructure related to campground management such as 

outhouses, water systems, trailer pads, bear boxes, hitch rails, corrals, etc.   

iii. Interpretive Visitor Center Major (Quake Lake) - Remove polygon feature. Rationale: Polygon 

to capture all site improvements, point feature would not accomplish that goal.  

iv. Interpretive Visitor Center Minor (Main Boulder) - Remove polygon feature. Rationale: Polygon 

to capture all site improvements, point feature would not accomplish that goal.  

2. Administrative Use Sites 

a. Gravel pits - Buffer points by 350 feet total (175 radius). Rationale: Many gravel pits overlap with 

road but a number include a larger active area beyond the road width buffer with tree removal, 

clearing, active crushing etc. Based on average site size, access and maintenance needs. 

b. Snowtel Sites - Buffer points by 350 feet total (175 radius). Rationale: Buffer to capture all site 

improvements and disturbance; based on average site size, access and maintenance needs. 

c. Repeaters - Buffer points by 350 feet total (175 radius).  Rationale: Buffer to capture all site 

improvements and disturbance; based on average site size, access and maintenance needs. 

d. Admin Sites - Buffer individual building points by 350 feet total (175 radius): Rationale: Purpose of 

buffer is to capture the entire administrative site and all infrastructure, services, utilization and 

ongoing operational maintenance needs.  

e. Fish Barriers - Buffer points by 100 feet total (50 foot radius). Rationale: Buffer is intended to 

capture the large concrete structures itself; locations also need ongoing access and maintenance 

needs.   

f. Dams - Buffer point by 300 feet total (150 radius) to cover linear feature and associated 

improvement.  Rationale: Buffer is intended to capture the large concrete structures itself; 

locations also need ongoing access and maintenance needs. Also in some cases FERC, municipal 

water etc. 

g. OTO Historic Site - Remove polygon from inventory. Rationale: Polygon to capture all site 

improvements, access and ongoing maintenance needs. 

3. Special Use Infrastructure 
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a. Communication Sites - Buffer points by 350 feet total (175 radius) Rationale: Buffer needed to 

capture all site improvements, access and ongoing maintenance needs. An average site size was 

used to develop distance. 

b. Major Powerline Corridors - Total Linear Buffer 150 feet (75 radius) Rationale: Buffer needed to 

capture ROW/Cleared Corridor, access and ongoing maintenance needs. An average site size was 

used to develop width. 

c. Roads and Driveways - Captured in Roads description above. See above ROW Grants` etc. 

d. Ski Areas (Nordic and Alpine)  

i. Bridger Bowl - Remove permit boundary.  

ii.  Bohart Nordic Ski Area - Remove polygon feature.  

iii. Lone Mtn Nordic Ski Area - Remove polygon feature.  

iv. Rendezvous Nordic Ski Area - Remove polygon feature. 

e. Recreation Resorts -Remove polygon feature. 

f. Recreation Residences - Buffer by 350 feet total (175 radius).  

g. Organization Camps - Remove polygon feature.   

h. Shooting Range Hebgen - Remove polygon feature. 

i. Other minor special uses waterlines, other powerlines, etc.- No data source available. Not 

captured. 

4. CRCLA Sites and Areas of Mining Activity 

a. Riley Pass CERCLA site - Remove polygon feature. 

b. CERCLA Site for New World Mine - The CERCLA boundary was removed from the inventory, with 

the exception of the approximately 700 acres of the previously Recommended Wilderness around 

Republic Mountain, which will be carried forward to Evaluation.  

c. Nye Permit Boundary - Remove polygon feature. 

d. Stillwater Mine Complex Operation Permit Boundary - Remove polygon feature.   

e. Benbow Blitz Permit Boundary - Remove polygon feature. 

f. Gas/Oil Drill Pads - Buffer three drill pads on the Sioux Ranger District by a total of 600 feet (300 

foot radius). 

Resulting polygon boundaries were then adjusted to account for fragmentation related to the 
configuration and juxtaposition of other improvements within the polygons. Fragmentation within the 
polygons was created by the presence of large numbers of timber harvest units, open roads networks, 
patented mining claims, and private land inholdings that affected to cohesiveness of the polygons. Where 
these fragmented areas occurred, the boundaries of the polygons were adjusted to exclude these more 
developed areas from the inventory. 
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Substantially Noticeable (FSH 1909.12, 71.22b) 

The Forest Service then analyzed whether additional constructed features and management activities 
were “substantially noticeable”. The term “substantially noticeable” is not directly defined in the Forest 
Service Handbook 1909.12, Chapter 70, which allows the Forest Service discretion and judgement based 
on the unique factors associated with the forest on which the wilderness inventory is being conducted. 

The Custer Gallatin NF used the following general definition:  

Substantially Noticeable- an improvement is substantially noticeable when it creates a noticeable 
difference in form, line, color, texture or pattern in the surrounding natural landscape at a size, scale, 
or concentration that contrasts with the surrounding natural landscape.  

Not all improvements or management activities are considered to be substantially noticeable. If an 
improvement was determined to be not substantially noticeable, it was included in the inventory lands.   

The Forest Service reviewed the following improvements and management activities per the Forest 
Service Handbook and made determinations on what improvements might be considered “substantially 
noticeable”.  The following improvements or management activities are not considered to be 
substantially noticeable. 

• Heliports. Constructed features associated with heliports within the plan area are generally not 
visually evident.  

• Vegetation treatments that are not substantially noticeable. For details see “Determination of 
Substantially Noticeable-Review of Vegetation Treatments, including those Subsequently Burned 
by Wildfire.”  

• Timber harvest areas where logging and prior road construction are not substantially noticeable. 
For details see “Determination of Substantially Noticeable-Review of Vegetation Treatments, 
including those Subsequently Burned by Wildfire.”  

• Improvements that may remain within Inventory areas and carried forward to evaluation step: 
sand and gravel pits, permit rock collection areas, small mining claims, historic mining evidence, 
and other areas of mining activity where impacts are not substantially noticeable.  

• Areas with unpatented mining claims, since these claims tend to change year to year and location 
to location and generally create minimal impact.  

• Areas with saleable mineral materials.  

• Areas with oil and gas leases with no above ground developments.  

• Areas considered for solar, wind, and geothermal where no above ground features currently exist.  

• Range improvement areas with minor structural improvements such as wire and post and pole 
fencing. Minor spring developments (without obvious and lengthy pipelines) are also included in 
the inventory.  Reference: Range Infrastructure and Substantially Noticeable Process paper.  

• Dispersed recreation improvements, including dispersed campsites, minor hunter and outfitter 
camps, occupancy spots, and minor trail access points.  

• Improvements associated with motorized and non-motorized trails such as signs, trail bridges, and 
drainage structures. Areas containing motorcycle and jeep trails are also included in the inventory.  
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• Ground-return telephone lines, electric lines, and powerlines if a right-of-way has not been cleared 
or is not required through special use authorization.  

• Watershed treatment areas that are not substantially noticeable  

• Structures, dwellings, and other relics of past occupation and activity that are considered a part of 
the historical and cultural landscape of the area.  

• Structures/infrastructure associated with special use permits that are not substantially noticeable.  

• Areas with improvements that have been proposed by the Forest Service for consideration as 
recommended wilderness as a result of a previous forest planning process or that the Responsible 
Official merits for inclusion in the inventory that were proposed for consideration through public or 
intergovernmental participation opportunities.  

If an improvement was found to be substantially noticeable, it was excluded from the inventory lands. A 
number of improvements were found to be substantially noticeable across the Custer Gallatin NF. These 
improvements were identified on the inventory maps and then buffered to provide for the proper 
maintenance and/or management of these improvements. 

Substantially noticeable improvements excluded from the inventory lands include:  

1. Areas of commercial open pit mining that have not undergone reclamation, active mining operations, 
gas extraction wells, and areas of active mine reclamation.  

2. Abandoned Mine Lands - abandoned mine features or areas of past mineral activities which exceed ½ 
acre in size or are readily discernable (un-reclaimed) or when abandoned mine features or past 
mineral activity areas have been impacted to the point that water quality, fish or terrestrial habitats, 
and/or surrounding natural features have been directly and adversely influenced, based on 
determinations by geology staff.  Areas where reclamation had not recovered the area to the point of 
sites no longer being “substantially noticeable” were buffered by 100 feet. 

3. Range Improvements  

a. Water distribution pipeline corridors on NFS lands which have created linear corridor pattern 

through vegetation, ground disturbance is one acre or greater, and often appear as or coincides 

with a road corridor are considered as substantially noticeable. Buffer pipeline feature 60 feet (30 

foot radius).  

b. Concentrations of infrastructure where the density is greater than one mile of fence or one water 

development (wells, tanks, spring developments, stock ponds / reservoirs, etc.) per square mile 

are considered substantially noticeable and were removed from the inventory in the Pine 

Savanna landscape (Ashland and Sioux Districts).  

4. Previous Vegetation Treatments. The National Forest Service's Forest Activity Tracking System (FACTS) 
is the agency standard for managing information about activities related to timber, fire/fuels, 
silviculture. Used FACTS data for the Custer Gallatin National Forest and the protocol developed by 
the Helena Lewis and Clark NF in 2016, “Appendix A. Determination of Substantially Noticeable 
Vegetation Treatments”.  

a. Vegetation treatments - FACTS data showed the type of activity and the year it occurred. Based 

on the information a rationale was used to determine if the treatment would still be 
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substantially noticeable. If it was, that treatment area was removed from the Inventory. If it no 

longer was substantially noticeable, the area remained in the Inventory.  

b. Vegetation treatments areas later burned over by wildfire - If FACTS data showed that a 

treatment area should still be substantially noticeable, however that area had then been burned 

over by a fire, specialists reviewed the areas to see if signs of treatment no longer exited. If so, 

those area would remain in the Inventory.  

c. Acquired lands with vegetation treatments not in the FACTS database were individually 

reviewed using imagery to determine if there are substantially noticeable past vegetation 

treatments.  

d. Prior road construction associated with past harvest units that link harvest polygons to one 

other or harvest polygons to system route corridors, were reviewed using imagery to determine 

if they are substantially noticeable. Substantially noticeable roads associated with timber 

harvest areas were buffered by 10 feet on either side, or 20 feet total. 

5. Watershed Treatments - Previously terraced areas in the Pryor Mountains and the Ashland district 
were delineated and removed from the Inventory as substantially noticeable alterations to the 
natural landscape.  

Draft Inventory Results 

The draft Inventory results identified 84 polygons, covering 1,117,543 acres or 37% of the Custer Gallatin 
National Forest. Of these identified areas, 70% were within Inventoried Roadless Areas. The inventory 
process paper and maps of the initial draft 84 areas (also called polygons) can be found online at: 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/custergallatin/landmanagement/planning/?cid=fseprd543827 or by 
visiting www.fs.usda.gov/custergallatin - click on Forest Plan Revision then Wilderness Status and visit 
your area of interest.   

Public Review and Feedback on Draft Inventory 

The Custer Gallatin NF invited public feedback on the draft inventory from July 12 to August 12, 2017. 
Feedback was received online at the Storyboard map, to the Forest Plan Revision email, or in hard copy. 

Comments fit into several different categories or themes: 

 Supportive or not supportive of inclusion of a specific location in the draft inventory for a wide 
variety of reasons. 

 General statements in favor of or against Wilderness designations in general. 

 Application of the range allotments infrastructure density criteria to the Pryor Mountains. 

 Concern about infrastructure that was buffered within the Wilderness Study Area. 

 The checkerboard landownership in the Crazy Mountains. 

 Requests to include additional areas in the inventory such as other ownerships or heavily roaded 
sites. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/custergallatin/landmanagement/planning/?cid=fseprd543827
http://www.fs.usda.gov/custergallatin
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 Feedback relevant to future Steps, such as whether to include or not include certain areas as 
Recommended Wilderness, or information relevant to the environmental impact analysis.   

There were also multiple comments concerning the web based Storyboard feature, such as requests that 
each GIS layer of information (roads, fences, infrastructure, harvest units etc.)  Be displayed. The Forest 
was unable to use this feature to display that information, although those who made requests were 
provided with the Forest Service GIS data layers for their use.  

Changes to the Draft Inventory 

Results of Public Feedback 

Based on public feedback and following policy to be broad and inclusive at Step 1, the Forest Service 
adjusted the draft inventory to include in the inventory polygons or portions of polygons which had been 
removed due to the following inventory protocols. The map numbering system added a two letter prefix 
as an identifier to indicate in which Geographic Area or mountain range the polygon was located. 

 The entire Hyalite Porcupine Buffalo Horn Wilderness Study Area is included on the inventory. 
The Forest Service finds value in evaluating all portions of this Wilderness Study Area because it 
has been Congressionally designated since 1977. The following three items are examples of areas 
now included in the inventory. 

 SNOTEL sites operating under special use permit to the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) which had buffers placed are included in the inventory.  

 Windy Pass Cabin, which is managed under the reservation system as a Developed Recreation 
site and had a buffer placed around the structure, is included in the inventory. 

 Abandon mine lands (AML) that were substantially noticeable and had buffers placed around 
them are included in the inventory. 

 Other AML, SNOTEL and recreation site locations within the interior of polygons that had been 
buffered are included in the inventory. 

 Substantially noticeable prior vegetation treatments, (typically logging units), that were within 
polygons are included in the inventory. 

 Based on topography and vegetation, the range infrastructure protocol has not been applied to 
the montane areas (including the Pryor Mountains) and those settings are included in the 
inventory. 

 In checkboard land patterns, where checkerboard parcels are within the interior of a wilderness 
inventory polygon, they are included in the inventory. Isolated checkerboard parcels that touch 
National Forest lands only at section corners are not included in the inventory.  

 Ashland Ranger District “Low Development Areas” (also called Hiking and Riding Areas) are 
included in the inventory, except where the road criteria applied in the King Mountain area. 
These areas have been managed for the past 30 years as primitive settings. 

Other Changes and Corrections 

Geoprocessing errors/edits may have split, merged, or consolidated polygons. Some polygon boundaries 
were adjusted to eliminate fingers or strips that were visibly part of past harvest, or a geoprocessing 



11 

error. 

Other errors corrected include: 

1. The Mystic Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Withdrawal in the West Rosebud area is 
included in the inventory. This area was not originally included because of an error. 

2. A recently installed major pipeline in Ashland for range allotment use had not been included in the 
GIS data base. Adding this pipeline to the infrastructure GIS layer cut a polygon (#27 originally 5,484 
acres in size) in half, resulting in that area being under 5,000 acres so it was dropped from the 
inventory.  

3. A maintenance level 2 road was not originally included in the base coverage in the Cherry Creek 
area of the Spanish Peaks. This was added to the base map, but did not result in changes. 

Inventory Results 

The draft inventory included 84 polygons for a total of 1,117,543 acres (about 37% of the Custer Gallatin 
NF. Seventy percent of the inventory was within Inventoried Roadless Areas.  The inventory now 
comprises 79 polygons and 1,173,617 acres (about 39% of the Forest. Sixty nine percent of the inventory 
is within Inventoried Roadless Areas.  The resulting inventory will be used for Step 2, Evaluation. The 
inventory map is available on the Forest’s website at:  www.fs.usda.gov/custergallatin and click on Forest 
Plan Revision and then Wilderness Status and review the item of interest or direct link:   
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/custergallatin/landmanagement/planning/?cid=fseprd543827  

Table 1:  Polygon Numbers and Acreages 

Polygon # 
With Geographic  Area prefix 

 
Acres 

AB_6 32,983 

AB_7 7,259 

AB_8 9,170 

AB_11 34,613 

AB_15 56,221 

AB_16 24,886 

AB_17 5,085 

AB_18 5,660 

AB_20 7,772 

AB_23 13,037 

AB_26 5,375 

AB_30 7,969 

AB_32 129,575 

AB_46 268 

AB_48 94 

AB_50 406 

AB_52 2,460 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/custergallatin
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/custergallatin/landmanagement/planning/?cid=fseprd543827
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Polygon # 
With Geographic  Area prefix 

 
Acres 

AB_54 1,249 

AB_57 1,643 

AB_63 649 

AB_67 1,556 

AB_68 30 

AB_69 21 

AB_70 16 

AB_71 378 

AB_72 2,035 

AB_73 2,725 

AB_74 4,323 

AB_77 1,109 

AB_78 36 

AB_79 349 

AB_80 388 

AB_83 2,536 

AB_84 2,497 

AB_85 1,941 

AB_93 136 

AB_94 993 

ASHLAND_14 12,218 

ASHLAND_22 22,920 

ASHLAND_33 12,691 

ASHLAND_95 10,502 

BRIDGERS_34 41,500 

BRIDGERS_35 12,453 

CRAZIES_36 35,664 

CRAZIES_37 48,141 

CRAZIES_38 6,885 

GALLATINS_2 8,199 

GALLATINS_19 7,853 

GALLATINS_24 6,065 

GALLATINS_28 251,700 

GALLATINS_31 5,193 

GALLATINS_55 40 

GALLATINS_56 609 

GALLATINS_62 276 

HEBGEN_4 5,680 

HEBGEN_40 271 
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Polygon # 
With Geographic  Area prefix 

 
Acres 

HEBGEN_41 93 

HEBGEN_42 36 

HEBGEN_43 7 

HEBGEN_44 364 

HEBGEN_45 297 

HEBGEN_81 1,097 

HEBGEN_82 3,579 

HENRYS_5 7,453 

HENRYS_39 43,759 

MADISONS_12 111,565 

MADISONS_13 42,646 

MADISONS_21 10,235 

MADISONS_25 17,588 

MADISONS_64 160 

MADISONS_65 80 

MADISONS_66 2,951 

MADISONS_75 11 

MADISONS_76 632 

PRYORS_1 13,547 

PRYORS_9 40,970 

PRYORS_10 6,497 

SIOUX_3 5,235 

SIOUX_29 8,516 
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Definitions of Forest Service Road Maintenance Levels 

 
The Forest Service uses five maintenance levels to define the general use and type of maintenance. In 
general, the five maintenance levels can be described as:  

• ML 1. These are roads that have been placed in storage between intermittent uses. The period of 
storage must exceed 1 year. Basic custodial maintenance is performed on ML 1 roads to prevent 
damage to adjacent resources and to perpetuate the road for future resource management needs. 
Emphasis is normally given to maintaining drainage facilities and runoff patterns. Planned road 
deterioration may occur at this level.  

• ML 2. These are roads that are open for use by high clearance vehicles. ML 2 roads are not 
designed for passenger car traffic, user comfort, or user convenience, and warning signs and traffic 
control devices are generally not provided on these roads. Motorists should have no expectations 
of being alerted to potential hazards while driving ML 2 roads. Traffic is normally minor and usually 
consists of a combination of administrative, permitted, dispersed recreation, or other specialized 
uses.  

• ML 3. These are roads that are open and maintained for travel by a prudent driver in a standard 
passenger car; however, user comfort and convenience are not considered priorities in 
maintenance of the road. ML 3 roads are typically designed for low vehicular speed and are 
relatively narrow with single lanes and turnouts to provide passage of cars.  

• ML 4. These are roads that provide a moderate degree of user comfort and convenience when 
traveling at moderate speeds. These roads are generally designed as double lane with an aggregate 
surface; however, some ML 4 roads may be single lane. Some ML 4 roads may be paved and/or 
treated with dust abatement.  

• ML 5. These are roads that provide a high level of user comfort and convenience. ML 5 roads are 
normally double lane, paved facilities; however, some may be aggregate surfaced and treated with 
dust abatement.  

 

 


