
2012 Shooting Range Safety Plan

Gun Handling Rules

4.1   Always keep the muzzle of the firearm pointed in a safe direction.  A “safe” direction is defined as 
downrange towards the target area or straight up. 

4.2  Keep your finger off the trigger until ready to fire.  This means that the shooter’s finger will be 
outside the trigger guard of the firearm until the shooter is on target ready to shoot, or until the range 
command “Commence Firing” has been given. 

4.3  Keep the action open and the firearm unloaded until ready to use. 

4.4  There will be no handling of firearms on the firing line during a cease fire.  There will be no handling 
of firearms on the range while people are downrange during a cease fire.  This means that the firearm or 
its component pieces, e.g., magazines, scopes, bi-pods, etc., shall not be touched until the range is 
declared “HOT”.

4.5  Be aware of your target and what is beyond.  Do not mount targets on vertical posts or baffle 
support posts.  No portable targets may be used except the ones provided on the range, when placed in 
the provided support post holes.

4.6  Eye and hearing protection is required at all times while the range is “HOT”.  Eye protection is 
defined as lenses covering your eyes.  Prescription or safety glasses are appropriate.  Half glass (reading 
glasses) are not appropriate eye protection.  Eye protection will be worn so it covers your eyes.  Hearing 
protection will be in or covering the ears.  A hat or cap of some sort is recommended, but not required.

4.7  Do not mix alcohol or drugs with shooting activities.  If a person is taking a prescription, over the 
counter drug bearing a warning about operating machinery, driving, etc., or any substance that 
adversely affects their individual performance, that person will refrain from engaging in shooting 
activities until free from the effects of the drug or substance.

4.8  Be sure your firearm and ammunition are compatible.  Use only the type of ammunition for the 
firearm you are currently shooting.  When switching to a different caliber firearm store the ammunition 
that was previously being used.

General Range Rules

5.1  Know where others are at all times.  The downrange (target) area shall be checked and cleared 
before any firing commences.

5.2  Never fire from in front of the firing line.  The firing line is designated by a line parallel to the 
targets, from where firearms are discharged.



5.3  Remove the magazine or cartridge feeding device, unload the chamber, open the action, and bench 
or rack all firearms during a cease fire or when the range is not “HOT”.  Muzzle-loading firearms are 
considered unloaded when there is no cap present or there is no powder in the tray.

5.4  Muzzle-loading and flintlock firearms may not be loaded from a container or flask that may hold 
more powder than is needed for a single shot.

5.5  Pistol targets shall be mounted a minimum of three feet off the ground.

5.6  Shoot only at the target mounted in front of your lane.  Cross lane firing is prohibited.

5.7  When firing, always keep the muzzle of your firearm pointed downrange at the backstop or berm.

5.8  Designate a range coordinator when multiple shooters are present.  This person will call cease fires 
for target retrieval and placement.  The recommendation is that cease fires for target placement or 
retrieval be called every 15-20 minutes or when all shooters agree to a cease fire.  Everyone shall be 
sure all people are behind the firing line with eye and hearing protection in place before declaring the 
range “HOT”.

Specific Range Rules

6.1  Machine guns, destructive devices, and certain other firearms are prohibited on the Rifle/Pistol 
Range.  The definitions of these items may be found in Title 26 U.S.C. Chapter 53 section 5845, also 
known as the National Firearms Act.  Examples are: any select fire firearm (aka full-auto), mortar, rocket 
launcher, grenade, Molotov cocktail.

6.2  All firearms shall be holstered or cased when moving them on or off the firing line.  If a firearm is 
unable to be holstered or cased, the action shall be open and it shall be pointed muzzle up while moving 
on or off the firing line.  The muzzle shall not be pointed at anyone or anything until it is secured in a 
vehicle, placed at a shooting position and pointed downrange or placed in a rack at the rear of the firing 
line area.

6.3  If a misfire occurs, keep the firearm pointed downrange for at least 30 seconds before proceeding.  
If it is a muzzle-loading firearm, keep it pointed downrange for at least 2 minutes before proceeding.

6.4  If a firearm malfunction occurs on the firing line, and the firearm cannot have the action opened or 
live cartridges cannot be removed due to the malfunction, the owner is responsible to make it as safe as 
reasonably possible, and follow the rules for casing it or move it, with the muzzle pointed up, to their 
vehicle for transportation.

6.5  No modern center fire rifle caliber larger than .47 may be fired on the range.

6.6  No tracer, incendiary, exploding or armor piercing ammunition is allowed on the range.



6.7  No “hard” targets are permitted on the range.  This includes but is not limited to clays, bottles, cans, 
jugs, wood blocks, steel drop targets, etc.  Never shoot at living trees or inappropriate targets that 
would create a hazard for other persons, or damage the environment.

6.8  No archery shooting is permitted on the Rifle/Pistol Range.

6.9  If someone is waiting to use the lane, shooters are permitted the use of one shooting position.  If 
others are waiting to use the lane, a one hour time limit is to be observed for lane use.

6.10  Hand held or portable traps are not allowed on the Rifle/Pistol Range.

6.11  Holsters that are worn on the same side as the shooting hand are permitted to practice drawing 
and firing.  Holsters that are prohibited include, but are not limited to:  cross draw holsters, shoulder 
holster rigs, etc.  If drawing from the holster will cause the firearm to point in any direction other than at 
the ground and down range, it is considered to be prohibited.

6.12  Drawing any “long arm,” e.g., a shotgun or rifle, is prohibited.  Concealing a rifle or shotgun and 
drawing from concealment is prohibited.

6.13  Shooting in the prone position on the ground is prohibited.  When shooting prone the shooter shall 
use the top of the shooting bench.

6.14  No food or drink on the firing stations or in the firing line area.  There is a picnic table behind the 
range area that may be used to store your food or drink when not shooting.

6.15  No smoking on the Rifle/Pistol Range firing line.  No smoking within 25 feet of an uncased 
muzzleloading firearm or muzzleloading components.  

Administrative Range Rules

7.1  Range users are responsible for being aware of all Rifle/Pistol Range rules and regulations before 
using the range.

7.2  Users will fire their guns on the area of the range specified for that particular firearm.  Users shall 
wear eye and hearing protection when the range is HOT.

7.3   Users shall report to Forest Service personnel, all accidents at the target range caused by the 
discharge of a firearm or release of an arrow that result in property damage, personal injury, or death as 
soon as reasonably possible, but no later than 24 hours after the accident occurs.  Users shall also 
complete a written report of the accident and make it available on request of law enforcement officers.

7.4   You are responsible to clean up the range when you have completed your shooting.  You shall 
remove all targets from the down range area.  Pick up the brass around your shooting bench.



7.5   Use of this range shall be in such a manner so as to prevent any projectiles fired within the target 
range area from leaving that area or traveling to non-shooting areas of the range (such as parking lots 
and viewing areas).  

7.6   Spectators shall stay behind the firing line at all times.  If not firing, spotting, or training, spectators 
shall not be in the firing position area.  Spectators on the range shall wear eye and hearing protection.

7.7   Unleashed animals (pets) are not allowed in the target range area.  Wild animals that may enter the 
range area shall be run off, but not by shooting at them.  Should a wild animal enter the range area, a 
cease fire shall be called until the animal is off the range.

7.8  Hours of Operation for the Rifle/Pistol Range are as posted.

7.9  Fires, open flames, or charcoal fueled cooking devices are prohibited on the Rifle/Pistol Range and 
associated facilities. 

7.10  Violations of the range rules and regulations shall be reported to a National Forest System 
employee.  The employee shall attempt to maintain the confidentiality of the person making the report.

7.11  No construction on, alteration to, digging or depositing of soil, planting or removal of vegetation, 
mowing, burning or any modification to the range and or related facilities is allowed without the prior 
approval of the District Ranger.

7.12  These rules are put in place by and may be changed, amended, or rescinded at any time with 
approval of the District Ranger.

Required Actions

8.1  No lead containing soil shall be removed from the area covered by the range without compliance 
with the Resource Conservation & Recovery Act of 1976.

8.2  Lead recovery or removal is not required for environmental reasons and is not economical for 
recycling using current technology.  No action is planned at this time.

8.3  The physical barriers and administrative procedures for containing lead projectiles will be reviewed 
and maintained on an ongoing basis.

8.4  The Forest Service will continue to use The NRA Range Source Book and the EPA Best Management 
Practices for Lead Management at Outdoor Shooting Ranges (EPA-902-B-01-001) for guidance on 
environmental issues.

8.5  Per The NRA Range Source Book, Section 1, Chapter 5, Article 4, Item 4.05.2.1, “EPA has ruled (and 
some courts have affirmed) that spent ammunition lying on the ground is not a solid waste and 
therefore not a hazardous waste…. Shooting of bullets and shot ‘is within the normal and expected use 
pattern of the manufactured product,’ much like applying pesticides to the ground.”


