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Step 2: Identify the region of comparison for each resource
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Custer Gallafin

Region of Comparison National Forest

Legend
[ brainage Basins
(] Geogrphic Areas o3|
[ Greater Yellowstone Area Boundary
o, || State Boundaries

Figure EL. Regions otomparison
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Step 3: Develop evaluation criteria to identify ORVs

¢CKSAfR FYR {OSYAO0 wAgSNR {eadSy ! Od SaittofArakKSa |
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ONRX G SNMIY OYIRRSRS 12 YIS GKSY Y2NB YSIyAy3aFdzZ Ay (K
¢KS S@rfdzk GA2Yy ONRGSNAL F2NJ Aa0SYSNEB:Z NBONBFUGAZYS
FYR KEoAGrGEZ KAAG2NRO | yR OdzA (dzNBE 6BaAHANDEAENBY R
0St 200
{ OSYSNE O0FNRBY (KS [C2NERAG LPS NIXASSS yal &/ d2t  ofdt Yy RT2 NI X
YR NBfFGSR T OG2NER NBadzZ G Ay yz2iGdlo6fS 2N SESYLIX I N
Fa ast é-zj)AI-szé(ZI-]\w @ASEIASVG I G)\ZVZA é: £ S 27 ACV)vdzf G dzNJ t Y2 R
@yGN:qlzé)A\zyé I'NB YASGSR YIe 0S O2YaARSNBR® { OSYSNE
RAFFSNBYG LI NLIa 2F GKS NAGSNBEZHADBNWONF SEHWNFE OY h dz
ayYlfft LER2NIA2Y 2F | NAOSNI O2NNAR2NIP / 2YyaARSNIGAZ2Y A
Tl OG2N&E®
WAGSNRE GKIFd KI@S 2dz2iadtyRAy3Ifte NBYFEN]IFofS aO0SySNe
NBHE\EYOQ\CLJI- NAaZ2Yy O ¢KSe g¢g2dzA R FSI-QS azys O%YOAy’I-Aﬁi\Az
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w2012 fIYyR YR gl GSNJ F2N¥a
w Visually striking cliffs, canyons
w Visually strong and easily discernible examples of geologic forms and processes; visually
distinctive strata layers or differential erosion

w Rock colors that contrast dramatically with the surrounding vegetation, adjacent rock or soil

w Exposed rockand visually dominant rock expanses

w Dramatic topographic contrasts

w Unusually tall or spectacular waterfalls or awesomely powerful rapids surrounded by cliffs

and boulders

w Striking juxtaposition of powerful whitewater and slemoving calm sections

w Banks that exhibit a lot of variety in line and form

w Unusual and varied meanders, islands, braids and small ponds or lakes along the river

+S3SGriA2y

w ht R WOKI N} OGSNR GNBS KFEG €SIy 2@SNJ 2N OAadz
oronrock Ff2y3 GKS 4GS
w Striking seasonal color and texture variations

w Strong juxtapositions of textures, colors and shapes, such as tall conifer stands intermixed
with lush willow and grass meadows
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Explosions of wildflowers
Striking displays gdlants visible in the spray of waterfalls or dynamic rapids
Visible historic and cultural features that contribute to the sense of place
Historic and old primitive style cabins
Remnants of historic activities such as old water wheels, historican@@C structures
Remnants of ranching activities such as old wood fences
NREfS 2F yS3IGADBS GAradzadt AYyaNHzA2ya g2dzZ R | f 3

€ »n €& € € € € ¢

Visual dominance over scenery ORVS due to size, reflectivity, brightness of contrasting
colors

Movement (such as vehicles)

€

Duration, permanence and proximity to viewers within the river corridor
w Magnitude of view to those within the river corridor

DS2ft@@A& ONA GOSN O2NNAR2NJ O2y il Aya 2yS 2N Y2NB SEI YL
LIKSYSy GKIFG Aad dzyAljdzSE NI NB 2NJ SESYLX I NBE SAGKAY
'y dzydzadzk f £ & |-C>’7\(ZS aGr3S 2F RSGSE2LIYSyidz NBLNB&S
2NJ SESYLX I N2 O2Y VI dA2yd2F01T3y6Rd 2 IR FASH (iXNBNI D BHNS

& YIe 0S8 2dzZRISR 2y (G(KS NBflI(AD
F2tf26Ay3a FIOU2NEROD

t 2 Lidzt ¢ K82 yWa WS NI

é O2ft 23IA0YIKE T 2LIA MR ING A i F2 NI & NI
2F YIGADBS FAAK GAd

KAIK O2yaSNBIGAZ2Y @I f dSo

XU))

w An important stronghold for native fish assemblages relative to others in the region of
comparison.

w Presence of genetically pure, or high conservation value, straimativl populations.

w A lack of nomative species that would threaten the native population.
| F OAGKS YNROSNI LINEGARSE dzyAljdzSté& RAGSNAS | yR
LI2 Lddzt F A2y o0a0 2NJ I aasSyvyofl3a&xz2ya O2YLI NBR

K 2 NJ
2 0K

PPN

w The habitat represents a pristine ecosystem relative to others in the region of comparison.

w The habitat supports native aboriginal populations or assemblages of native fish with high
conservation value.

w Habitat is secure from invasion of noative species?

WSONBWEORBWIAZ2Y I f 2LJLJ2NdezyAﬁASé FNBZ 2NJ KIF@S GKS
GAaAAG2NE FTNRY (GKNRdJzZZK2dzi 2NJ 6Se@2yR (KS NB3IA2Y 2F
wA @BNIF § SR 2 LILI2 NI deySA (yA2Sia fmymfuoéﬁzémzadzuamaKuassxyaz ;
QoaSNEIu)\zyZ OF YLAY3IZ LIK2G23INILKEZ KALAY3IZ FAAKAY
F2NI yLGA2Y L 2NJ NBIA2YyLE dzAal 3S 2N O2YLISARYASS SOS
( tft29

u T2 7\3/3 FI OG2NAO®

<

A
w
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iKS &aLISOAS& FNB YSGZ LI NIAOMMPdif R 26NJ SINSLIZANIICHKY (K | &
OA2f 23AADF IS SRHISOASE D

. 201 yAOF.£2 BHYIKSIND ol £ dzSa YI& 65 2dRISR 2y GKS NBfI
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AYLISNAE SR 2NJ ONRGAOFfte AYLSNAE SR 6DMI DHUOO®
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Step 4: Evaluate named streams and determine if they are free-flowing and
possess ORVs
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w Outstandingly remarkablealues must be river related,

w Be located in the river or on its immediate shore lands (generally within ¥ mile on either side of
the river), but may include adjacent areas needed to protect identified values,

w Contribute substantially to the functioniraf the river ecosystem, and/or

w Owe the location or existence to the presence of the river.
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w Determine if resource values/attributes are unique, rare, or exenyphéthin the region of
comparison where the river is located on the forest.

w Determine if a river may qualify for a given resource value based upon an aggregate of
important values, no one of which would confer eligibility standing alone. For exammgea s
of unusual and distinctive riveelated geologic features may together qualify a segment as
SEKAOAGAY3A |y a2dziadl yRAy3It& NBYFINJIofS 382t 23
criteria alone.
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Custer Gallatin National Forest Proposed Aatiétevised Forest Plan
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Custer Gallatin National Forest Proposed Aatiétevised Forest Plan

Table E-1. Classification criteria for wild, scenic, and recreational river areas

Attribute

wild

Scenic

Recreational

Water Resource
Development

Yy Free of impoundment.

Yy Free of impoundment.

Yy Some existing impoundment or
diversion.

y' The existence of low dams, diversions,
or other modifications of the waterway is
acceptable, provided the waterway
remains generally natural and riverine in
appearance.

Shoreline
Development

Yy Essentially primitive. Little or no
evidence of human activity.

Yy The presence of a few inconspicuous
structures, particularly those of historic
or cultural value, is acceptable.

Yy A limited amount of domestic livestock
grazing or hay production is acceptable.

y Little or no evidence of past timber
harvest. No ongoing timber harvest.

Yy Largely primitive and undeveloped. No
substantial evidence of human activity.

Yy The presence of small communities or
dispersed dwellings or farm structures is
acceptable.

Yy The presence of grazing, hay
production, or row crops is acceptable.

Yy Evidence of past or ongoing timber
harvest is acceptable, provided the
forest appears natural from the
riverbank.

Yy Some development. Substantial
evidence of human activity.

Yy The presence of extensive residential
development and a few commercial
structures is acceptable.

Yy Lands may have been developed for the
full range of agricultural and forestry
uses.

Yy May show evidence of .past and ongoing
timber harvest.

Accessibility

Yy Generally inaccessible except by trail.

Yy No roads, railroads, or other provision
for vehicular travel within the river area.
A few existing roads leading to the
boundary of the area are acceptable.

Yy Accessible in places by road.

Yy Roads may occasionally reach or bridge
the river. The existence of short
stretches of conspicuous or longer
stretches of inconspicuous roads or
railroads is acceptable.

Yy Readily accessible by road or railroad.

Yy The existence of parallel roads or
railroads on one or both banks as well
as bridge crossings and other river
access points is acceptable.

Water Quality

Yy Meets, or exceeds criteria, or federally
approved State standards for aesthetics,
for propagation of fish, and wildlife
normally adapted to the habitat of the
river, and for primary contact recreation
(swimming) except where exceeded by
natural conditions.

Yy No criteria are prescribed by the Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act. The Federal
Water Pollution Control Act
Amendments of 1972 have made it a
national goal that all waters of the United
States are made fishable and
swimmable. Therefore, rivers will not be
precluded from scenic classification
because of poor water quality at the time
of their study, provided a water quality
improvement plan exists, or is being
developed in compliance with applicable
Federal and State laws.

Yy No criteria are prescribed by the Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act. The Federal
Water Pollution Control Act
Amendments of 1972 have made it a
national goal that all waters of the United
States are made fishable and
swimmable. Therefore, rivers will not be
precluded from recreational classification
because of poor water quality at the time
of their study, provided a water quality
improvement plan exists, or is being
developed in compliance with applicable
Federal and State laws.
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Custer Gallatin National Forest Proposed Aatiétevised Forest Plan

Step 6: Develop management direction to be included in the proposed action
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w The freeflowing character of the identified river is not adverseipdified by the construction
or development of stream impoundments, diversions, or other water resources projects.

w Outstandingly remarkable values of the identified river are protected.

w Classification of an eligible river/stream on National Foreste8y$ands must be maintained as
inventoried (eligible) unless a suitability study is completed that recommends management
other than the preliminary classification.
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Public Feedback on Wild and Scenic River Eligibility
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Custer Gallatin National Forest Proposed Aatiétevised Forest Plan

Table E-2. List of eligible rivers

Gallatin Mountains

Eligible | Outstandingly

River Prior Remarkable Tentative
Name # Location Plan? Values* Classifications
Bark Cabin Creek 19 Gallatin Mountains No F wild
Bear Creek 32 Pryor Mountains No W Scenic
Big Creek 46 Gallatin Mountains No F Wild
Big Timber Creek 50 Crazy Mountains No R, S Recreational
Boulder River 68 Absaroka Beartooth Mountains Yes R,S, G, H Recreational
Cabin Creek 100 Madison Mountains No F Scenic
Cave Creek 123 Pryor Mountains No G Wild
Clarks Fork 137 Absaroka Beartooth Mountains Yes S Wild, Recreational
Yellowstone River
Crooked Creek 182 Pryor Mountains Yes G,S H,F Scenic
East Rosebud Creek 265 Absaroka Beartooth Mountains Yes R, S Wild, Recreational
Gallatin River 323 Gallatin / Madison Mountains Yes R,S, H Recreational
Hyalite Creek 395 Gallatin Mountains No R, S Scenic
Lake Abundance Creek | 419 Absaroka Beartooth Mountains No F wild
Lake Fork of Rock 421 Absaroka Beartooth Mountains Yes R, S Wild, Recreational
Creek
Lost Water Creek 471 Pryor Mountains Yes S,G,H Wild, Scenic
Madison River 475 Madison Mountains Yes R,G, S, HW Recreational
Maid of the Mist Creek 477 Gallatin Mountains No R, S Scenic
Middle Fork Cabin 502 Madison Mountains No F Scenic
Creek
Pine Creek 626 Absaroka Beartooth Mountains No R, S Wild, Recreational
Rock Creek 668 Absaroka Beartooth Mountains No R,H, S Recreational
Rock Creek 665 Absaroka Beartooth Mountains No F wild
Shower Creek 719 Gallatin Mountains No R, S Scenic
Slough Creek & 737 Absaroka Beartooth Mountains No F Wild, Scenic
unnamed tribs
Stillwater River 818 Absaroka Beartooth Mountains Yes R, S Wild, Recreational
West Boulder River 889 Absaroka Beartooth Mountains No R wild
West Fork Rock Creek 908 Absaroka Beartooth Mountains Yes H, S Wild, Recreational
West Fork Stillwater 909 Absaroka Beartooth Mountains No S Wild
River
West Rosebud Creek 916 Absaroka Beartooth Mountains Yes S,R wild
Woodbine Creek 931 Absaroka Beartooth Mountains No R, S Wild, Recreational
Wounded Man Creek 933 Absaroka Beartooth Mountains No F wild
Yellowstone River 940 Absaroka Beartooth Mountains / Yes R,S, H Recreational

* F=Fisheries, R=Recreation, S=Scenery, G=Geology, W=Wildlife, H=Heritage
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Custer Gallatin National Forest Proposed Aatiétevised Forest Plan

Eligible Wild and Scenic River Description Tables and Maps
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Table E-3. Bark Cabin Creek #19, Yellowstone RD

River Name, Number,
Ranger District

Bark Cabin Creek #19, Yellowstone RD

Forest Plan Geographic
Area

Madison, Gallatin and Henrys Lake Mountains

Is River Free-Flowing?

Yes

Potential Outstandingly
Remarkable Value(s)

Fisheries

Region of Comparison

Greater Yellowstone Area (GYA) plus Pryor Mountains

Eligible Segments

From headwaters to confluence with Big Creek.

Miles of each Segment | Wild- 3.72 Miles

Tentative Classification | wild

Counties Park and Gallatin Counties, MT
Identified in Previous No

Eligibility Studies?

ORV

Resource Description

Scenery No ORV

Recreation No ORV

Fisheries High quality habitat relative to the region of comparison. Pure Yellowstone Cutthroat
Trout population. No exotics. A natural barrier exists to keep out non-native species
on Big Creek #46.

Wildlife No ORV

Geology No ORV

Heritage No ORV

Other No ORV
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Wild and Scenic River Eligibilty Study

Custer Gallatin National Forest
Stream Name: Bark Cabin Creek

Geographic Area: Madison, Gallatin, and Henrys Lake Mountains
HUC10 Name: Blig Creek-Yeliowstone River

= National Forest System Boundary

A Tentative Classification

— N D Recreational
esgd) 0 05 1 Miles D Seedie

l | | | - Wild

December 2017
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Table E-4. Bear Creek #32, Beartooth RD

OH

River Name, Number,
Ranger District

Bear Creek #32, Beartooth RD

Forest Plan Geographic
Area

Pryor Mountains

Is River Free-Flowing?

Yes

Potential Outstandingly
Remarkable Value(s)

Wildlife

Region of Comparison

Greater Yellowstone Area (GYA) plus Pryor Mountains

Eligible Segments

From Forest boundary with BLM to North section line of T8S, R26 E, Section 35

Miles of each Segment

Total NF Miles 1.75

Tentative Classification | Scenic
Counties Carbon County, MT
Identified in Previous No

Eligibility Studies?

ORV

Resource Description

Scenery No ORV

Recreation No ORV

Fisheries No ORV

Wildlife This area supports a great diversity of migratory and resident bird species. There is a
large, diverse riparian area associated with the creek. This area is unique in region of
comparison due to contextual setting of lush riparian vegetation and water surrounded
by particularly warm, dry, rocky terrain.

Geology No ORV

Heritage No ORV

Other No ORV
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Wild and Scenic River Eligibilty Study
Custer Gallatin National Forest
Stream Name: Bear Creek
Geographic Area: Pryor Mountains
HUCTO Name: Sage Creek

== National Forest System Boundary
A Tentative Classification
N

D Recreational
2 Miles D Scenic
! L wiid

&

|
December 2017
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Table E-5. Big Creek #46, Yellowstone RD

River Name, Number,
Ranger District

Big Creek #46, Yellowstone RD

Forest Plan Geographic
Area

Madison, Gallatin and Henrys Lake Mountains

Is River Free-Flowing?

Yes

Potential Outstandingly
Remarkable Value(s)

Fisheries

Region of Comparison

Greater Yellowstone Area (GYA) plus Pryor Mountains

Eligible Segments

Wild- From headwaters to fish barrier

Miles of each Segment

Wild- 13.55 Miles

Tentative Classification

Wild

Counties

Park and Gallatin Counties, MT

Identified in Previous
Eligibility Studies?

No

ORV

Resource Description

Scenery No ORV

Recreation No ORV

Fisheries High quality habitat relative to the region of comparison. Pure Yellowstone Cutthroat
Trout population. No exotics. A natural barrier exists to keep out non-native species.

Wildlife No ORV

Geology No ORV

Heritage No ORV

Other No ORV

Appendix E

19




Custer Gallatin National Forest Proposed Adatiétevised Forest Plan

Appendix E 20



