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Serving Communities 

Water for public consumption is an important service provided by El Yunque National 
Forest. 

The water that runs through El Yunque’s rivers is documented as the cleanest on the island with 
high quality conditions. There are over 34 intakes withdrawing more than 66 million gallons per day 
from the forest. 

Working long hours 7 days a week under difficult conditions, U.S. Forest Service local hires along 
with an Incident Management Team are dedicated to clearing access to water intakes to help 
provide clean water to neighboring communities. 

Crew Leader Robert Alonso (Wild land Firefighter with US Fish and Wildlife Service) and his group find 
the first water intake after six days of debris removal. Calling themselves “The Termites”, Alonso’s crew 
have formed a close bond forged by the desire to see El Yunque restored. 
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