Partnerships are the Key to Success
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The Modoc-Washoe ESP (MWESP) is a collaborative
group involving the Bureau of Land ManagementCalifornia Applegate Field Office and the Modoc
National Forest's Warner Mountain Ranger District.
Other important members are the California and
Nevada state wildlife management agencies,
grazing permittees, Modoc County, cooperative
extension, environmental interest groups, and
sporting interests from California and Nevada. Other
member interests include timber, weed
management, wild horse and burro management,
the livestock industry, and resource conservation
districts.
The national Experimental
Stewardship Program (ESP)
was created by Congress in the
Public Rangelands
Improvement Act of 1978.
The program encourages rangeland management
innovation and incentives for improving conditions
on public rangelands. The stewardship program
strives to involve agencies and federal grazing permit
holders in developing innovative rangeland
management methods and providing permittee
incentives to do so.
One of the current
projects the Forest Service
is collaborating on with
the MWESP is the Lassen
Grazing Environmental
Analysis.
The group formed a technical review team in order to
address range management issues by studying on the
ground problems and proposing solutions and
recommendations to the Forest Service. This project
is considering grazing management, range
improvements, and resource concerns within the
Lassen Creek Allotment on the Warner Mountain
Ranger District.

The Modoc National Forest makes up
1.6 million acres and is 61% of Modoc
County, CA. Modoc County is sparsely
populated but abundant with natural
resources, wildlife habitat, recreation,
and beauty. Managing this vast
landscape for multiple uses takes
countless partnerships across
government agencies, interest groups,
stakeholders, and colleagues.
Exhibited below are a few examples of
how partnerships have led to
successes on the Modoc National
Forest.
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The planning and implementing of Sage Steppe Restoration
surrounding the Clear Lake Wildlife Refuge has been a major
partnership activity for nearly a decade. Partners included in
these habitat restoration projects are: USDA Natural Resource
Conservation Service, United States Fish and Wildlife Service,
Lava Beds- Butte Valley Resource Conservation District, CalFire, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Ducks
Unlimited, California Deer Association and USFS livestock
permittees. To date, approximately 32,062 acres of juniper
have been removed and plans to complete an additional 9,558
acres are in place. Removing juniper (an invasive tree to the
sage steppe ecosystem) restores historical sage grouse habitat,
aids in repairing proper hydrologic function to the area, and
allows native grasses and shrubs to thrive. Below are pictures
before and after treatment.
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Sweagert Flat is a high elevation spring where snowfall and harsh winter conditions make the traditional barb
wire fence unfeasible. The current fence is in disrepair and non-functioning. A fence is important to keep
cattle out of the spring and maintain the meadow condition while still allowing access to wildlife. This will
allow for the continued multiple use of this allotment for grazing, wildlife, and other uses.
Riparian areas are a vital and unique ecosystems located throughout the forest.
They serve as an important habitat for a large diversity of wildlife species.
Riparian areas are especially sensitive to environmental impacts and require more
intensive management. Through a grant from the California Deer Association and
volunteer help, a Buck n Rail fence will be built around Sweagert Flat in spring
2018.

“The purpose of
conservation: The
greatest good to the
greatest number of
people for the longest
time.” Gifford Pinchot

“The USDA is an equal opportunity employer, provider and
lender.”

The Modoc Mustangs Training (MMT) Program is designed to encourage trainers to participate in
gentling/training of wild horses gathered from the Devil’s Garden Plateau Wild Horse Territory. The
adoptability of these horses increases dramatically once they have been gentled/trained. This training
program was formed in February 2017 and today, 61 horses have been through the MMT program and
56 horses have been adopted, a 92% success rate.
This program entails the voluntary application to become an
approved trainer for the MMT. Once approved, the trainer may
choose up to 4 horses gathered from the Devil’s Garden Territory
and pick them up. All expenses (feed, supplements, veterinary care,
farrier attention, and transportation) are the responsibility of the
trainer along with finding an acceptable adopter.
The gentling/training takes place over a period up to 60 days and if the horse is adopted,
the trainer may receive a payment of $800.
This program has shown to be a viable option for increasing adoptions of wild horses from
the Devil’s Garden and has been recognized at the regional and national level as well as
locally. A MMT trained horse was brought to the Modoc County Fair and even Smokey had
a chance to see the horse’s progress. With the partnership of the trainers, MMT
Volunteers, Modoc National Forest, Bureau of Land Management, and the Fort Bidwell
Tribe, this program thrived.

