
 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:  

PROPOSED CHANGES TO RECREATION FEES 
 

The Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest manages nearly 1.8 million acres and 
provides recreation opportunities for over ¾ million visitors to sites and opportunities on 
the forest. Our developed recreation program is only one segment of the overall program 
that the Forest manages to meet the growing recreation needs of our visitors.   

Within the developed recreation program on the RRSNF, the Forest manages over 100 
sites that provide restroom facilities and some level of site improvement which may 
include picnic tables, fire rings, information kiosks, etc. These sites include trailheads, 
day use areas, campgrounds, cabins, lookouts, and overlooks, all of which require some 
level of care and maintenance.  For a number of years, we have heard from our visitors 
that recreation is important and that more opportunities are needed on the RRSNF. They 
have also expressed that they want better maintained facilities.   

We are currently working on developing more sustainable programs across the spectrum to 
continue to meet those needs.  Many of our processes in getting to that sustainable 
program run concurrent based on the availability of opportunities at the time.     

 

We want to be able to recreate on our public lands for free. Why do 
you have to charge fees and/or raise fees? 

First, we would like to say, “Thank you.” 
With the fees you pay, you are helping to 
preserve history on your public lands. 
Buildings that were built in the days of the 
Civilian Conservation Corps and 
campgrounds that have been a part of our 
connection to nature: these are all places 
that are a part of our history, and places 
that benefit from the fees collected at fee 
sites across the Forest! 

For the Forest to continue to provide the 
site availability and the services that the public 
is telling us they want, we look at a spectrum of ways to continue to meet those expectations. 
Our “toolbox” includes operating sites through concession providers (concessionaires), working 
with partners, appropriated funds, volunteers, and use fees.  Recreation fees are one tool in that 
toolbox to help meet the needs that our visitors have expressed they want.  Because the fees 
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are retained on the Forest, it also provides a foundation for building a sustainable program 
into the future. 

As recreation visitation on the Forest continues to increase, particularly at our developed 
sites, the need to have someone at the sites more frequently to clean the restrooms and 
pick up litter and trash also increases. While many costs of recreation are, should, and 
will continue to be provided through appropriations, some costs really do relate more to 
the use of facilities and services.   

Recreation fees are your investment into the site(s) you love and use. They help 
keep the sites open and maintained, help restore and protect the environment and help 
keep the site safe for you, and the visitors who come after you. 

 

Why are you proposing to increase fees and/or charge fees at 
sites that were previously free for visitors?  

Proposed fee changes would help to: 

• Keep sites open that are important to Forest visitors and local economies.   
Regionally, recreation opportunities on National Forest lands contributed $329 
million to local economies from visitor spending.   

• Better cover the costs of operating the developed sites.  The cost to operate these 
sites continues to increase annually.   

• Improve or add amenities desired by visitors at various recreation sites.  
• Improve visitor experiences by having 

more employees on the ground to keep 
restrooms clean and maintain the sites.   

• Improve site amenities at host 
campsites, resulting in improved 
volunteer recruitment and retention. 
Happier volunteers who come back 
year after year means that visitors get 
better customer service, including 
improved responsiveness and services 
provided. 

• Address the facility maintenance needs, 
such as painting restrooms and repairing or 
replacing tables, fire rings or sign boards. 

 

 



Privatization and increased fees makes it difficult for visitors who 
have limited income to use Forest Service campgrounds.  Will 
there still be places on the Forest where visitors can go without 
paying a recreation use fee? 

Our goal as an Agency and on the RRSNF is to provide recreation opportunities that 
people desire. Recreation on Federal lands remains an inexpensive and accessible 
means for individuals and families to experience the outdoors. Many sites on the Forest 
will continue to be available for use without a fee. Of the 100+ sites (with facilities) that 
the RRSNF manages, fees exist and/or are proposed at only 56 sites across the forest. 
Over 98% of Forest Service lands, used for all kinds of dispersed recreation 
opportunities, are free. 

Ninety five percent of the fees collected come directly back to the Forest for 
maintaining the recreation sites where fees are charged. These fees allow the Forest 
Service to keep many sites open that we may otherwise be unable to maintain, and to still 
offer the breadth of services and opportunities for which the public has expressed a need. 
These fees also provide greater flexibility in how the sites are managed (e.g. providing for  
longer operating seasons, depending on use and needs, and providing services that we 
were previously unable to offer such as interpretive services, cleaner facilities, better signing, 
security, and improved accessibility).   

It should be noted that Interagency Senior Passes and Interagency Access Passes provide 
discounts to pass holders at campgrounds operated by the Forest Service.  Fees are 

discounted by 50% for pass holders (this discount 
may or may not be honored in concession 
operated sites). These passes also cover fees at 
any day use site where fees are assessed. 
Volunteer passes are another avenue for users to 
discount recreation fees and become stewards to 
the lands and/or sites that they love. Read more 
about the different types of passes on the 
RRSNF website: 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/rogue-
siskiyou/passes-permits/recreation  

 

You are proposing an extra vehicle fee. Is a boat trailer considered an 
extra vehicle? 

A single campsite is generally designed for one vehicle with or without a towed camping unit 
(e.g. trailer/RV or a motorhome towing a car). In the instance where vehicle is towing a boat 
trailer, the boat trailer would not be considered an extra vehicle.     

https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/rogue-siskiyou/passes-permits/recreation
https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/rogue-siskiyou/passes-permits/recreation


Why do you need to charge fees at day use sites that have always 
been free in the past? 

We’re so excited to see people exploring their public lands more than ever before! Areas 
that are used by a lot of people, however, require a bit more attention to keep them in shape 
for the next visitors. 

Fees are proposed only at developed sites that see a high level of use—in other words, 
they have amenities like bathrooms that need upkeep, interpretive panels or information 
boards, etc. The fees proposed for these specific sites are intended to help cover the costs 
of keeping the sites clean and to improve the services available into the future.  As 
visitation increases, so do the impacts to the resources and facilities that we all love. 
Things like trail erosion, garbage in rivers and vandalism are very real issues addressed 
when we maintain the places you love. User fees essentially help ensure that those who 
are using the facilities and land help to pay for their maintenance and restoration. Again, 
with the fees you pay, you are helping to preserve history and protect natural resources 
(such as water quality) on your public lands. 

Curious to learn more about where fees are used on the RRSNF? Check out the 
Recreation Fee Program Accomplishment Highlights 2016: http://bit.ly/2saQIZr 

 

How do you intend to apply the fee to the day use sites you have 
proposed? 

The day use sites will be clearly defined using signs, and that area will be determined by what 
services are being provided. The use fee is assessed per vehicle simply as a mechanism by 
which we can determine if someone is using the site amenities. The challenges presented by 
managing these sites will, in some part, be resolved by increasing employees available to 
provide information to our visitors, clean restrooms and make improvements to the signing and 
other amenities.   

The proposed day use fees at Lobster, Quosatana, and Foster Bars are intended for the use of 
the site amenities, including the boat ramps, parking areas, restrooms, and picnic sites.   

 

Outfitters and guides typically use the ramps and day use areas to 
provide commercial services to Forest visitors.  Will they now have to 
pay a day use fee at these sites?  

Outfitter/Guides pay a permit fee for commercial use on National Forest System Lands. If 
Outfitter/Guides bring their customers to a recreation site where a day use/overnight fee 
is charged, the Outfitter/Guide is responsible for paying this use fee.  A day use fee would 

http://bit.ly/2saQIZr


be applicable for private launches. The forest is currently working out the details for 
implementation if the fees are approved, and will work with our outfitters and guides to find 
the best way to implement the fee changes. 

 

Do I have to pay $5 for each site I visit? 

A day pass ($5) may be used 
at any site where a day use fee 
is charged for the day 
purchased. In other words, you 
can visit multiple day use sites 
with the same pass in the same 
day you bought it.  Other 
Regional passes (e.g. 
Northwest Forest Pass) and 
annual passes would also be 
honored and can be purchased 
online or at your local Forest 
Service office.  

 

Will you have the staff to implement the fees and make the 
improvements you have indicated? 

Fee funds will help to increase Forest Service 
presence at these sites. We envision having 
employees available to talk with visitors, to explain 
some of the unique characteristics of the area, and 
their responsibilities as visitors to their RRSNF. 
Forest Service employees will also perform regular 
duties, such as toilet cleaning and garbage pickup.    

 

 

The fee proposed for cabins and rentals may outprice some users. 

Within Oregon and Washington, there are a number of rental opportunities which offer a wide 
spectrum of amenities. Prices for the cabins and lookouts on the RRSNF were initially set very 
low (and long ago!) to allow for a “camping experience with walls.” As the popularity of cabin 
and lookout rentals grew and as we were better able to assess the value of the facilities being 
offered, as well as the cost of maintaining and servicing them, it became apparent that fees 



needed to better reflect the increase in use and the costs of providing amenities, such as 
appliances that safely operate, updating propane systems, and providing firewood (where 
appropriate). Increased use also means additional impacts and increased maintenance 
costs to protect these historic structures. 

How Can I Take Part in the Process? 

Again, we would like to say, “Thank you.” With the fees you pay, you are helping to 
preserve history on your public lands. 
Your input is important to us in helping to 
identify solutions to providing and 
maintaining the sites you love. 

The public is invited to comment in 
writing or at advisory committee 
meetings. Meeting dates, times, locations 
and agendas will be posted on the 
RRSNF website. The information will also 
be disseminated through social media, 
media outlets and a Federal Register 
Notice. 

Written comments on the proposal should postmarked by February 16, 2018, to:  

Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest  
ATTN: Recreation Fees 
3040 Biddle Road 
Medford, OR 97504.  
 

Comments can also be emailed to: Rogue_River-Siskiyou_RecFee@fs.fed.us     
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