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for the greatest good

when the little things
MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE

"A vision is not a vision unless it says yes to some ideas
and no to others, inspires people and is a reason to get
out of bed in the morning and come to work."
-Gifford Pinchot
One of the best things about working for the USDA
Forest Service is being surrounded by the best and
brightest people. We have leaders in every department
and at every grade level, in service to the public and
doing amazing work to inspire the next generation of
employees and people who care about the land.
Service mattered a lot to men like Gifford.
That's why, when he took over the Bureau of Forestery
in 1905, one of the first things he did was work to
change our name to the Forest Service. It might seem
like a little thing, but Pinchot recognized that forestry
was more than just a bureau in Washington, it was a
true service to the American people.

Sometimes changing a name can make a big difference.
But even though you might see a new name or two on our
staff, I want to assure you that we're still the same team
dedicated to helping you share your stories.
The work that you do is inspiring... and everybody plays a
part, so please keep it up and thank you for all of the little
things you do that add up to make a big difference.
By: Kathryn Dawson, Editor-at-Large

cattlemen preserve
GRASSLAND HISTORY

Members of the Gray Butte Grazing Association work on restoring a windmill on the Crooked River National Grassland

The Crooked River National Grassland has a long
history, shaped in part by pioneers who in the late 1800's
homesteaded the rolling hills just south of the area that
would eventually become Madras, Oregon.
Thanks to some generous donations by local cattlemen and
others, a couple pieces of that history remain intact: the only
two functioning windmills left on the Grassland.
A group of workers affiliated with the Gray Butte Grazing
Association raised the two restored windmills to their
original places above traditional wells. One windmill
stands above Joe Weigand Well and the other is located at
the Dalton Grant Well, and both windmills are visible from
Highway 26 south of Madras.
"The project started in 2013 when the public took notice
of their deteriorated condition following a windstorm,"
said Tory Kurtz, Rangeland Management Specialist for the
Ochoco NF and Crooked River NG.
"After many years of exposure, some of the blades were
missing and the tails in disrepair. The windmills were
chained to keep them from spinning," she said.
By: Patrick Lair, Public Affairs Officer, Crooked River NG

The blades and tail of one of the windmills

The USDA Forest Service then asked the Grazing Association if
they'd like to take the task on as a service project.
"With funding provided by both the Forest Service and the Grazing
Association, the group accepted the task in order to honor the
pioneering legacy of the area," said Jo Guiney, Treasurer of the Gray
Butte Grazing Association.
"We obviously have an interest in preserving the history of the
Grassland," she said.
Another inspiration for completing the project was to honor the
memory of Kaye Corwin, recently deceased President of the
Association.
"Kaye was the first member to champion the project, and she asked
Jake Koolhaas to tackle the restoration work in 2015. It was the
desire of the Association, the Forest Service and Jake to get the
windmills completed in Kaye's honor."
Despite the challenges of weather, finding spare parts and finding
the time to complete the volunteer work, Koolhaas and others got
the job done. The blades, tails and motors on the two functioning
windmills are now rebuilt, although they are no longer used to
pump water from the wells.
The volunteers only invoiced the Association for parts and rental
equipment, but all of their labor was donated.
"His note on the invoice was "I did this project for Kaye and others
in our community to enjoy. I am not concerned about profit.
Thank you to all for helping with this project," Guiney said.
"I truly thank the Grazing Association for their willingness and
persistence in taking on this project," said Slater Turner, District
Ranger for the Lookout Mountain RD. "It's important for both the
Forest Service and the Grazing Association to honor the history and
heritage of where we came from, because water was an important
part of the pioneer lifestyle and remains very important today."
What is today the Crooked River NG was first homesteaded in the
1880's and more than 700 homesteads were eventually established
there. But by the 1930's, inadequate rainfall and poor economic
conditions had caused the farms to fail and the homesteaders
to abandon their land. By 1935, federal land banks and private
mortgage banks had taken over 35 percent of the homesteads in
foreclosures.
The land came under the management of the federal government
through New Deal era debt reduction programs, and came under
management of the U.S. Forest Service in 1954. The Gray Butte
Grazing Association has been grazing the land under permit since
the 1950's and works closely with the Forest Service on shared
stewardship projects.
A fully restored and functioning windmill

engaging with
NEW AUDIENCES

Haika Mushi, Shandra Terry and Mother Terese are all smiles at a recent engagement event.

Never missing a chance to engage with new audiences,
the Regional Office of Communication and Community
Engagement recently had the opportunity to meet with
members of the Congolese, Somalian and East African
communities of Portland, Oregon.
Sponsored by the Oregon Community Health Workers
Organization, the event offered the opportunity to share
Forest Service information, talk about the importance of
smoke ecology and compound upon the health benefits
of walking and recreating on nearby National Forests and
neighborhood parks.
Thanks to Haika Mushi and Mother Terese, the entire
presentation was interpreted in Swahili, and 23 children
and 21 women were engaged by the event and the
celebratory dinner and dance that followed.
The USDA Forest Service has already been invited back,
and we look forward to looking strategically at ways to
engage these youth in nearby community engagement
programs so that they can learn more about conservation
education and the job related opportunities.

By: Shandra Terry, Regional Public Involvement Coordinator

Shandra Terry and Mother Terese.

predicting potential hazards
WITH THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
Did you know that wildfires can burn through organic materials in soils, releasing waxy substances that coat soil particles?
The process basically "shrink-wraps" the soil and gives it a water repellent property. So when the Eagle Creek Fire burned
through vegetation on slopes in several Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area watersheds, it further destabilized soil
and rocks and made them more susceptible to erosion or sliding during heavy rains.
Identified by the USDA Forest Service Burned Area Emergency Response Team (BAER) as one of the most badly burned
watersheds in the fire area, Tanner Creek has an increased risk of flash floods, landslides and debris flows. To help predict
potential hazards, a team from NOAA National Weather Service installed a Remote Automated Weather Station (RAWS)
within the Tanner Creek drainage to measure temperature, humidity, wind speed and direction and rainfall, all or which
enhance the ability of the National Weather Service Office in Portland, Oregon to issue more accurate forecasts, watches
and warnings for local communities and the I-84 travel corridor.
Data from the station can be found online at:
http://mesowest.utah.edu/cgi-bin/droman/meso_base_dyn.cgi?stn=Taro3&unit=0&timetype=LOCAL.
By: Alexa Pengelly, Web Support Specialist, Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area

Joe Hannon and Bill Schneider of NOAA National Weather Service install a Remote Automated Weather Station at Tanner Creek.

cross cultural
STORYTELLING

Kerani Mitchell talks to a Central Oregon crowd during the HAPA EA Cross Cultural Storytellers Series
HAPA EA, the Deschutes NF based local chapter of the Asian
Pacific Islander Employee Association, was proud to host guest
speaker Kerani Mitchell as part of their Cross Cultural Awareness
Storyteller Series in Bend, Oregon.
Mitchell, an accounting associate for Groundswell Fund, spoke with
integrity, honesty and a great deal of warmth as she talked about
race and bias and what it's like to grow up as a person of color in a
small town in Oregon.
"Hearing Kerani's story should make us all think about what it
means to be welcoming and inclusive, both in our actions and in
our ways of thinking," said Sarah Hash, soil scientist for the Bend/
Ft. Rock RD. "She encouraged us to confront our biases, which
everyone has, and to think about acting intentionally to challenge
cultural norms and common behaviors that may hurt others, even
in subtle ways."
"Her honesty was touching and gut wrenching, and made us aware
of how our seemingly innocent actions can have such a devastating
impact," said community member Linda Denall. "Kerani spoke out
so bravely...race is a difficult topic to discuss, but we must have these
conversations."
Now in its fifth year, the Cross Cultural Awareness Storytelling
Series has hosted over 20 storytellers with a goal to build
community through an open forum that support acceptance,
respect and cultural awareness in our community and other places.
By: Robin Gyorgyfalvy, Landscape Architect, Deschutes NF

Kerani Mitchell and Robin Gyorgyfalvy

washington trails association
HONORS AND RECOGNIZES

White Hat Awardee Gary Paull stands with Washington Trails Association staff
Over 100 volunteers and partners of the Washington Trails Association met at the REI Flagship Store in Seattle, Washington to
honor and celebrate the accomplishments of the WTA volunteer work crews over the 2017 season. The Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie
NF hosts one seasonal WTA employee within each district, and these employees are responsible for coordinating with trails
staff to lead volunteer work parties wherever a need is determined.
Last year 4,612 WTA volunteers worked on 248 trails and accumulated 147,000 volunteer hours across State Parks, National
Parks and National Forests across Washington. Volunteers were presented with their yearly awards, which ranged from the
WTA Green Hard Hat, given after 5 days of volunteer work all the way up to the WTA Cross-Cut Saw Plaque, which was
received by two volunteers for 500 days of work.
But it was Gary Paull, recently retired Wilderness and Trails Coordinator for the Darrington RD, who was presented with the
evening's highest honor. Recognized for his extraordinary commitment, service and leadership as the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie
NF's liaison with WTA, Gary was bestowed with The White Hat Award for his long term and impressionable work in helping to
transform the Washington Trails Association.
To learn more about the Washington Trail Association and how to volunteer: https://www.wta.org
By: Colton Whitworth, Public Affairs Specialist, Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie NF

digger
BEAR

A very special thanks to Jimmye Turner, Fire Prevention Specialist, Walla Walla RD, Umatilla NF

where in the region
ANSWER

Last issue’s Where in the Region photo was the
Sandy River Delta Bird Blind, which sits just
outside of Troutdale, Oregon and is part of the
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area.
Designed by world famous designer and
sculptor Maya Lin, the elliptical bird blind
is one of six public art installations that are
part of the Confluence Project, a community
supported nonprofit that connects people to
place through art and education.
The wood used to build the blind comes from
the black locust tree, and the wooden slats are
inscribes with the name and current status of
each of the 134 species Lewis and Clark noted
on their westward journey.
For more info: https://go.usa.gov/xnEdg

Sandy River Delta Bird Blind
Columbia River Gorge
National Scenic Area

looking
FOR YOUR
STORIES

A picture can say a thousand words, and within every picture is a story.
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From the top of every mountain to the back of every office, our workdays
are often filled with the types of stories that could only happen with the
USDA Forest Service.
We'd love to help you share those stories, so to make it easy we've
simplified our submission guidlines:
1) Pictures: action shots of people, especially in uniform; use
highest quality and file size available
2) People: direct quotes and permission from non-employees

Employee and stakeholder news from the Office of Communication

Director of Communications and Community Engagement
Shoshona Pilip-Florea
smpilipflorea@fs.fed.us
503.808.2240

While we may not be able to run everything, we'd love to see what
you've got, so reach out and contact us today at r6update@fs.fed.us
and let us help you share the stories that define us an agency.

Managing Editor
Margaret Petersen
mpetersen02@fs.fed.us
503.808.2414

Editor-at-Large
Kathryn Dawson
kathryndawson@fs.fed.us
503.808.2241

where
IN THE REGION
Win a prize for the most correct answers this quarter!
Using the following haiku,
try to figure out the location of the photo.
Send your guess to r6update@fs.fed.us

Near the ocean's edge
wildlife gets colorful
at a Cook named place
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