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Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area -- Dog Mountain Permit System FAQs (2020) Updated 2/26/2020 
 
2020 Permit Season At A Glance 

• In 2020, a permit is required to access the Dog Mountain Trail System on Saturdays and Sundays from April 
18 to June 14.  

• The Dog Mountain Shuttle runs Saturdays and Sundays from April 18 to June 14 from 7:30 to 5:00 pm about 
every half hour. Shuttle does not run on holiday Mondays. 

• The permit itself or digital proof of permit must be carried while on the trail system.  
• New this year is a phased release approach. On March 1, 100 permits will be released for each weekend date 

throughout the permit season. An additional block of 100 permits will be released online three days 
beforehand at 7:00 a.m. Pacific Time. We hope this will help increase access! 

 
Will there be fee-free and permit-free days? 

• Yes, days that are both permit-free and fee-free in 2020 include: January 20 (Martin Luther King, Jr. Day) 
February 17 (President’s Day), September 26 (National Public Lands Day), and November 11 (Veterans Day).  

• June 13 (National Get Outdoors Day) will be fee-free but permits will be required. 
• For the remainder of the year, fees are required but weekdays are permit-free.  
• Spring permit dates are announced around February each year and permits are released around early March. 

 
Which trails require permits? 
Dog Mountain Trail System includes both forks of Dog Mountain Trail (#147 and #147C), Dog Augspurger Tie Trail 
#147A, and the lower portion of Augspurger Trail #4407.  
 
Do I need a permit if I access the trail system from the northern trailhead? 
Yes. All visitors entering the permit area on weekends during the spring wildflower season are required to carry a 
permit regardless of where they access the trail system.  
 
How do I obtain a permit and what is the cost? 
The permit itself is free, but there are costs associated with each option for obtaining a permit: 

• Option 1. Ride the Dog Mountain shuttle service operated by Skamania County, and receive your free permit 
on arrival at the trailhead. The shuttle costs $1 per person each way ($2 roundtrip per person). Seats (and 
permits) are available on a first come, first served basis and will be valid for one individual only for the day it 
is issued. 

 
• Option 2. Reserve a permit at www.recreation.gov (search “Dog Mountain”) at the cost of $1 (non-

refundable reservation fee) per permit. Print and carry your reservation confirmation or carry electronic 
proof of purchase. Note that the permit is called a ticket by the online system. 

 
Is a permit required on Memorial Day?  
The shuttle will not be running on Memorial Day, so no permits are required – it will be treated as a typical weekday 
in that regard. However, expect crowds and congestion if you do head out that day. Please carpool and arrive early. 
 
Do permit requirements apply to outfitters and guides? 
Outfitters and guides are not authorized to lead trips on Dog Mountain Trail System during the high use weekends 
when permits are required. Instead, these guides can conduct visits to Dog Mountain on weekdays, when permits are 
not required.  
 
How will the reservation system be enforced?  

http://www.recreation.gov/
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Forest Service staff will check for permits and reservation confirmations at the trailhead and along the trail. Hikers on 
the Dog Mountain Trail System without a permit may be issued a violation notice. Shuttle bus riders can show a 
wristband that serves as a permit, and is issued on arrival at the trailhead. Visitors with online reservations should 
carry a hard copy of their confirmation (or at a minimum, carry an electronic proof of purchase). Please remember 
that cell phone coverage and cell phone battery life may affect your ability to produce electronic proof of purchase. 
 
Why does the U.S. Forest Service require permits at Dog Mountain?  
Prior to the permit system, the Dog Mountain Trailhead parking lot would fill on weekends during the wildflower 
season, causing chaotic parking patterns and motorists would park along SR-14 and walk along narrow shoulders 
dangerously close to high-speed traffic, where driver’s sight distances can be limited due to the topography. This 
caused serious public safety concerns. The permit system, introduced in 2018, manages the congestion and protects 
public safety. More visitors rode the Skamania County shuttle services and the number of permits available limited 
visitation numbers to the capacity of the parking lot capacity, making for a more pleasant experience for visitors and 
safer roadway conditions for drivers along SR-14.  
 
Dog Mountain Shuttle  
Where can I catch the shuttle bus to Dog Mountain Trailhead?  
The Dog Mountain shuttle will provide service from Skamania County Fairground gravel parking lot at 518 SW Rock Creek 
Dr, Stevenson, WA 98648. More information can be found at https://skamania.org/public-transportation/. 
 
When does the shuttle run?  
Skamania County provides shuttle service between Skamania County Fairground gravel parking lot and Dog Mountain 
Trailhead on Saturdays and Sundays when permits are required.  

• The last outbound shuttle from Skamania County Fairground gravel parking lot to the trailhead departs 
around 1:30 p.m., leaving about 4 hours for hiking before the final return shuttle. 

• Approximate hiking time for the full Dog Mountain Trail is three to six hours, depending on hiker fitness, 
pace, and specific route. 

• Hikers should plan to be back at Dog Mountain Trailhead well before the last shuttle, so we recommend 
returning mid-afternoon, no later than 3:30 p.m. 

• Expect long waits to board the shuttle during peak times, including the outbound trips around mid-morning 
and late afternoon return trips. Learn more at https://skamania.org/public-transportation/. 

 
Can I reserve a space on the Dog Mountain shuttle? 
Shuttle services are only available on a first-come, first served basis.  
 
Can dogs ride the shuttle?   
Leashed dogs are allowed on the Dog Mountain shuttle buses. Owners must be in control of their pets at all times. 
Please consider leaving your dog at home if you have concerns about them being on a crowded shuttle bus with 
other pets and people. More information can be found at https://skamania.org/public-transportation/. 
 
Can the shuttle carry bikes? 
The bus is fitted with two bike racks and additional bike storage inside. 
 
Will there be security at the shuttle pick up/drop off lot?  
There is limited security at the shuttle pick up/drop off lot. Visitors are discouraged from leaving valuables in their 
cars and/or in plain sight. 
 

https://skamania.org/public-transportation/
https://skamania.org/public-transportation/
https://skamania.org/public-transportation/
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Online Permit System 
How do I reserve a permit? 
Visit recreation.gov to make advance or (if available) same day reservations, with a credit or debit card for payment. 
 
What’s the limit on the number of permits per day? 
Each individual is limited to four online permits per transaction. The total number of permits available per day to all 
hikers will start at 200 for each Saturday and Sunday. The first 100 will be released on March 1, with additional tickets 
being released three days before each permit date at 7 a.m. Pacific Time. The baseline will start with 100 but may be 
adjusted as the season progresses. 
 
How far in advance can I reserve a permit? 
Reservations are available starting March 1 of each year on a first come, first served basis. Demand for online permit 
reservations is expected to be high, so reserving a permit in advance is recommended.  
 
How do I verify that I’ve reserved a permit online?  
You will receive an email confirmation and are encouraged to print and carry the paper copy or carry an electronic 
copy to show Forest Service employees at the trailhead and along the trail.  
  
If I reserve a trail system permit online, do I also have to purchase a pass to park at Dog Mountain Trailhead?  
Yes, the recreation use fee is in addition to $1.00 administrative fee charged for ticket purchase. A daily, per-vehicle 
fee of $5.00 is charged for use of the Dog Mountain Trailhead because it is a Forest Service fee site. Pay with cash or 
check at the trailhead or online at https://www.recreation.gov/pass (search for “Columbia Gorge National Scenic 
Area” because the pass applies at all Forest Service sites in the Columbia Gorge). Annual passes including Northwest 
Forest Pass, other interagency senior, military, and Every Kid Outdoors passes are accepted as alternate forms of 
payment.  
 
Why two sets of fees? What do they pay for? The $1.00 fee covers administration of the online reservation system, 
contracted through Recreation.gov. Recreation use fees, in contrast, cover agency facility maintenance, visitor 
services, and trail maintenance at fee sites throughout the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area.  
 
If I show up at Dog Mountain Trailhead without a permit reservation, can I get one on the spot? 
The Forest Service cannot issue permits on site at Dog Mountain Trailhead. If space is available and you are able to 
get cell service and get online, you can reserve a permit from the trailhead and carry electronic proof of purchase 
while on the trail.  
 
If I purchase my permit online, am I guaranteed parking at the trailhead? 
Despite our efforts to match permit numbers to parking patterns, we cannot guarantee parking will be available at 
the trailhead at the time of a hiker’s arrival. So, online permits do not guarantee a space in the parking lot.  
 
What should I do if I have a permit reserved and the trailhead parking lot is full when I arrive? 
Visitors should park only in designated spaces and allow room for emergency vehicles and shuttle bus access.  For 
your safety, please remember that parking along Washington State Route 14 (SR-14) to access the Dog Mountain 
Trailhead is discouraged and visitors who park illegally may be fined and towed. Walking along the railroad tracks is 
both dangerous and illegal.  
 
What if I need to cancel my reservation?  
The online $1.00 reservation fee per permit is non-refundable. Reservations may be cancelled up to the day of the 
visit. Please cancel your reservation if you cannot use it, so it is available for others.  

https://www.recreation.gov/pass
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