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Joint Chiefs’ Funding Supports Grazing Allotment Improvements on 
Monongahela National Forest 
 

In 2017, the USDA Joint Chiefs’ Landscape Restoration Partnership Project brought together federal 

agencies, neighboring landowners, grazing permit holders, and non-governmental organizations to 

invest $114,212 to improve high-elevation grazing allotments on Monongahela National Forest. These 

infrastructure improvement projects support grazing 

on Forest allotments by preserving wildlife openings 

for early successional habitat, reducing hazard fuels, 

and protecting sensitive riparian areas such as high-

elevation streams and ponds, while also giving a 

boost to the local economy.  

 

High mountain range ecosystems are critical to many 

wildlife species that live in Monongahela National 

Forest and depend on the early successional habitat 

that is provided by open spaces. Songbirds, turkey, 

grouse, deer, rabbit, fox, native bees and many other 

species depend on these areas for food and shelter. 

 

Over the last 50 years, the lack of maintenance of 

these historically open spaces has allowed them to 

become overgrown. Changes to mining and 

timbering operations, as well as a reduction in the 

number of families who rely on agriculture as a 

source of sustenance, has led to a decrease in the 

number of acres of early successional habitat in this 

region of the Appalachian Mountains. Range 

allotments on Monongahela National Forest account 

for more than 6,000 acres of range ecosystem, and 

the natural progression of reforestation threatens 

these areas. Grazing helps to maintain these areas 

while reducing fire fuels. However, in addition to 

grazing, mechanical means are sometimes used to 

help maintain this habitat and reduce the abundant fuels that result from the productive soils and high 

annual precipitation in the area. 

 

In 2017, Joint Chiefs’ funding was used to develop partnerships and contracts to maintain the forbs 

and grass-dominated range ecosystems and reduce fire fuels within the Forest grazing allotments. 

Existing IDIQ contracts were used locally to reclaim pasture areas that had been lost to woody 

vegetation and to mow areas where brush was overtaking grassy vegetation. New contracts were also 

developed, and locals were hired to carry out projects to protect sensitive upland riparian areas such as 

creating water sources away from sensitive areas, developing springs with troughs, and building fences 

to exclude livestock access to sensitive areas. 

Fencing Project on Cunningham Knob 

Elleber Knob High Mountain Range 



 page 2 

 
 

 

 
Forest Service 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender 

Monongahela National Forest 
200 Sycamore Street 

Elkins, WV 26241 
304-636-1800 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/mnf/ 
 

The West Virginia Department of Natural Resources and USDA Natural Resources Conservation 

Service partnered with the Forest Service to provide expertise for all aspects of implementing these 

projects, including identifying work areas, project planning, and design. Neighboring landowners 

partnered with the Forest Service to replace dilapidated fencing and provided the labor to construct 

perimeter fences between the Forest and adjoining private lands, using materials purchased with Joint 

Chiefs’ funding.  

 

The combined efforts of the partners resulted in the construction of 2,625 feet of riparian fencing, 

9,802 feet of shared fencing, one new spring development, three troughs, one pond access, 124 acres 

of brushed removed, eight acres of heavy brush removed and piled, five acres of mature timber 

thinned, and 280 feet of livestock pipeline installed. In addition, 1,600 acres in heavy use areas were 

protected. 

 

By working with local contractors and purchasing materials through local vendors, this important 

partnership, facilitated by the USDA Joint Chiefs’ Landscape Restoration Partnership Project, helped 

boost the local rural economy while promoting grazing in the National Forest, maintaining essential 

early successional habitat on 6,000 acres of range allotments, reducing fuels on more than 3,440 acres, 

and protecting sensitive riparian areas. 
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Mowing in the Greenbrier District is one way to 
reduce hazardous fuels 

Livestock drinks at a new trough, while new riparian 
fencing protects a nearby stream 
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