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USDA Joint Chiefs’ Funding Supports Ecological Restoration and Non-
Native Invasive Species Removal on Public and Private Lands 
 

The Nature Conservancy and USDA continued their partnership involving two field crews that 

conduct ecological restoration on National Forest land and other important sites on private lands in the 

surrounding landscape. The crews are jointly managed by both organizations, with The Nature 

Conservancy supervising and directing the crews’ daily activities. In 2017, more than $57,000 was 

invested through the Joint Chiefs’ Landscape Restoration Partnership, with a long-term goal of 

fostering productive and sustainable use of National Forest System lands. 

 
Ecological Restoration Team 
 

The Ecological Restoration Team focuses on restoration of the red spruce ecosystem that once 

blanketed the high elevations of the Allegheny Mountains. In 2017 the Team restored 575 acres in 

areas of historic spruce dominance. This work was accomplished using non-commercial thinning to 

release understory red spruce in sites that are 

currently hardwood-dominated. Since their 

inception in 2014, the Team has restored 1,404 

acres of red spruce, which translates to 

approximately 365,000 individual red spruce trees 

released. In 2017 the Ecological Restoration Team 

also accomplished 480 acres of non-native 

invasive plant control within the red spruce 

ecosystem, and planted over 25,000 red spruce 

seedlings.  

 
Potomac Highlands Cooperative Weed and Pest 
Management Area 
 

The Potomac Highlands Cooperative Weed and 

Pest Management Area crew works to control non-

native invasive plants across a large portion of the 

central Appalachian landscape, including lands 

managed by both Monongahela National Forest 

and George Washington & Jefferson National 

Forests. In 2017, the crew treated 691 acres of 

invasive plant infestations on both public and 

private land. These treatments focused on reducing 

competition to rare plants, reducing impacts to 

range allotments and high value wildlife habitat, 

and eradicating emerging infestations while they 

are still manageable. 

 

These projects were initially started in 2014, and the teams have been able to continue their work with 

the continued support of the USDA Joint Chiefs’ Landscape Restoration Partnership. Along with the 

USDA Forest Service, partners include The Nature Conservancy, USDA Natural Resources 

Crew member Owen Peet conducts a basal spray herbicide 
application on a small beech tree to release red spruce saplings 
(Photo by Ben Rhodes, The Nature Conservancy). 
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Conservation Service, the Potomac Highlands Cooperative Weed and Pest Management Area, the 

Appalachian Forest Heritage Area’s AmeriCorps program, and private landowners. 

 

For more information on these projects contact Stephanie Connolly, Monongahela National Forest, 

(304) 636-1800 x244, sconnolly@fs.fed.us or Benjamin Rhodes, The Nature Conservancy, Ecological 

Restoration Coordinator, brhodes@tnc.org, (304) 637-0160 x1004. 
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Before and after photos of a bush honeysuckle treatment site near Spruce Knob Lake. Bush honeysuckle is a non-native invasive species 
which interferes with both native herbaceous plant growth and red spruce regeneration. 
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