
Forest Plan Revision Overview

United States Department of Agriculture

USDA Forest Service – Gila National Forest

WHAT IS THE GILA FOREST PLAN?
The Gila Forest Plan is:

• A comprehensive document that will guide management for all resources on 
the Gila for the next 15 years or more.

• An opportunity for your knowledge and suggestions to be heard and to help 
shape the Gila’s future management.

• An official document that must be revised periodically. The Gila and  
surrounding areas have experienced significant changes since 1986 when the 
existing plan was approved.

HOW YOU CAN HELP:
Be an active stakeholder in developing a vision for the Gila
Your input will help:

• Develop plan direction that will provide for a healthy, diverse and productive Gila National Forest.

• Guide management of the many benefits and uses desired by local communities and visitors.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please visit our website at http://go.usa.gov/h88k.

THREE PHASES
OF PLAN REVISION
This forest plan revision process has 
three phases:

1. Assessment 

2. Plan Revision 

3. Implementation and Monitoring

http://go.usa.gov/h88k


Gila Forest Plan Process: Past, Present & Future
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PAST: Preliminary draft plan status
• Gila planners recently released the preliminary draft plan for feedback.

• The preliminary draft plan provides vision, strategy and guidance for the Gila. It reflects your input from earlier 
meetings.

• Your input helped make the preliminary draft plan more representative of the land, people, uses and culture of 
the area.

PRESENT: Helpful tips today
• Meeting posters capture some of the highlights of the preliminary draft plan.

• Your feedback can help improve on this preliminary draft plan and define plan alternatives.

• Your feedback on the preliminary draft plan will be most useful if received before April 23.

FUTURE: Next steps
• You can submit feedback using the provided forms and dropping them off in the comments box this evening, or 

take the forms home and email them, mail them or drop them off at a district office before April 23.

• Gila planners still have time to consider feedback and revise the preliminary draft plan.

• Gila planners will then develop a draft plan and alternatives using the environmental analysis process.

• For more information, please visit our website at http://go.usa.gov/h88k.

http://go.usa.gov/h88k


GILA NATIONAL FOREST PLAN REVISION TIMELINE

C O N TA C T  
I N F O R M AT I O N

Gila National Forest
Forest Plan Revision Team
3005 E. Camino del Bosque

Silver City, NM 88061
Phone: (575) 388-8201

E-mail: gilaplan@fs.fed.us
Web site: http://go.usa.gov/h88k



Preliminary Draft Plan Table Of Contents

United States Department of Agriculture USDA Forest Service – Gila National Forest

CHAPTERS 1 & 2: 
Introduction & Background
Introduction

• Purpose of the Forest Plan
• Plan Area
• Distinctive Roles and Contributions

Background

• Forest Plan Content
• Plan Components
• Other Plan Content
• Key Concepts
• Project Consistency
• Forest Plan Implementation

CHAPTER 3: 
Forest-wide Plan Direction
Ecosystems and Watersheds

• Vegetation – Ecological Response Units
• Soils
• Water Quality
• Watershed
• Riparian and Aquatic Ecosystems
• Cliffs and Rocky Features
• Caves
• Wildlife, Fish and Plants
• Nonnative Invasive Species
• Air Quality

Social, Cultural and Economic Sustainability

• Community Relationships
• Tribal Importance and Use
• Cultural Resources
• Wildland Fire and Fuels Management
• Water Uses
• Livestock Grazing
• Timber, Forest and Botanical Products
• Lands
• Minerals
• Roads
• Facilities
• Sustainable Recreation
• Scenic Character
• Trails
• Managing in the Face of Change and 

Uncertainty

CHAPTER 4: 
Designated Areas and 
Management Areas Plan Direction
Existing Designated Areas

• Wilderness
• Wilderness Study Areas
• Inventoried Roadless Areas
• Research Natural Areas
• Continental Divide National Scenic Trail
• National Recreation Trails
• National Scenic Byways

Management Areas

• Wildland-Urban Interface
• Eligible Wild and Scenic Rivers
• Utilities Management Area



Community Relationships
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YOUR INPUT AT WORK
Gila stakeholders have told us there’s a need to:

• Maintain strong working relationships between the Forest Service, local 
governments, state and other federal agencies, communities and stakeholder 
groups.

• Improve the Gila’s role in contributing to local economies. 

• Encourage uses that maintain social, cultural and longstanding traditions, 
foster a strong connection to the land, and contribute to quality of life.

PROPOSED DRAFT PLAN CONTENT
Based on stakeholder input, here are some examples of proposed management direction. 

• The Gila National Forest and the diverse communities and partners it serves are engaged and 
able to create shared understanding of issues, successfully implement programs and projects, and 
promote the social, economic, and ecological benefits that the Gila National Forest provides.

• The uniqueness and values of communities and the traditional uses important for maintaining 
cultures are recognized and valued as important.

• The Forest contributes to local economies through recreation and tourism, timber and forest 
products, livestock grazing, and other multiple-use related activities and products while balancing 
these uses with available resource capacity.

• Gila managers utilize collaboration, partnerships, youth, diverse communities, volunteerism, 
citizen science and conservation education to support work across program areas, connect 
people with public lands and foster a sense of stewardship.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
The Gila contributes 
nearly 1,000 jobs and 
almost $29 million 
annually to local 
economies.



Livestock Grazing
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YOUR INPUT AT WORK
Gila NF stakeholders have told us there’s a need to:

• Adapt to changing conditions such as drought, fire, livestock-wildlife 
conflicts and socioeconomic needs.

• Provide for human uses.

• Provide for ecological integrity.

• Maintain infrastructure to support flexibility and the safety of forest 
users.

• Improve rangeland conditions by addressing woody vegetation 
encroachment and density. 

PROPOSED DRAFT PLAN CONTENT
Based on stakeholder input, here are some examples of proposed management direction. 

• Sustainable livestock grazing contributes to local social, economic and cultural diversity 
and stability. It helps preserve rural landscapes, traditions and cultural heritage, and 
supports natural fire regimes.

• Livestock numbers will be compatible with capacity, and management addresses any 
relevant resource concerns. 

• Drought preparedness, response and recovery are guided by the most current version of 
the Southwestern Regional Drought Plan (see handout). 

• Grassland vegetation is dominated by a diversity of native herbaceous plants, with tree 
and shrub coverage generally less than 10 percent. 

• Range infrastructure facilitates management, allows wildlife access, supports habitat 
connectivity and wildlife movement and does not negatively impact the safety of people.

Forage production to 
support livestock grazing 
is a human benefit 
provided by the Forest’s 
ecosystems. It is a 
traditional cultural use of 
the Forest and one of the 
multiple-use elements the 
Forest Service manages 
for. 



Timber & Forest Products
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YOUR INPUT AT WORK
Gila NF stakeholders have told us there’s a need 
to:

• Provide wood products to people and 
socioeconomic contributions to communities.

• Provide for ecological integrity.

• Provide for human uses.

• Improve forest conditions by addressing tree 
densities. 

• Utilize timber harvest as a restoration tool. 

PROPOSED DRAFT PLAN CONTENT
Based on stakeholder input, here are some examples of proposed management direction. 

• A sustainable diversity of forest products is managed to support individuals, tribes, businesses 
and organizations and contribute to local and regional social, economic and cultural stability.

• Timber and forest product resources and utilization promotes movement toward and 
maintenance of desired conditions for ecosystems and watersheds.

• Timber treatments mimic the outcomes of natural ecological processes. 

• The Forest continues to improve existing relationships and build new ones to accomplish 
restoration work and promote utilization of forest products that result from restoration activities.

• The Forest continues to provide legal opportunities for firewood gathering through the 
permitting system. 

National Forest System 
lands were established 
with the intent of providing 
goods and services to 
satisfy public needs over 
the long term, which 
includes the production of 
a sustainable supply of 
timber, forest and 
botanical products.



Sustainable Recreation
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YOUR INPUT AT WORK
Gila stakeholders have told us there’s a need to:

• Ensure long-term sustainability while considering changing demand 
trends and intended uses of recreation infrastructure, trails and facilities.

• Connect people – particularly youth and underserved populations – with 
public lands and nature, provide outdoor education, anticipate demand, and 
minimize conflicts between uses

• Consideration of special use requests with impacts to natural and 
cultural resources, wilderness character, and other forest users.

PROPOSED DRAFT PLAN CONTENT
Based on stakeholder input, here are some examples of proposed management 
direction. 

• The Gila welcomes a diverse group of visitors, including those who have been 
considered underserved in the past, by providing a variety of recreation 
opportunities appropriate for each recreation setting while protecting resources and 
minimizing conflicts between uses.

• The Gila maintains a robust, diverse and sustainable recreation program that 
contributes to local economies and can be adapted for changing uses and trends.

• The Gila recreation program develops partnerships and collaborates with 
agencies, groups, communities, volunteers, permit holders, and other individuals to 
increase forest stewardship, ecological awareness, volunteerism, and user 
satisfaction, to promote a sustainable recreation program.

FAST FACTS:
Recreation contributes 
greatly to physical, mental, 
and spiritual health and 
contributes to tourism and 
the economies of the local 
communities.

Total visitation to the Gila 
National Forest was 514,000 
people in 2011



Motorized & Non-Motorized Trails
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YOUR INPUT AT WORK
Gila stakeholders have told us there’s a need to:

• Develop approaches to ensure sustainable trail 
infrastructure while adapting to changing budgets, 
activities and service demands. 

PROPOSED DRAFT PLAN CONTENT
Based on stakeholder input, here are some examples of proposed management direction. 

• Motorized and non-motorized trails are well-marked and provide safe, reasonable 
access for public travel, recreation uses, traditional and cultural uses, and land 
management and resource protection activities while contributing to local social and 
economic sustainability.

• Through programs such as Adopt-A-Trail, the Gila works with partners, user groups 
and volunteers to construct and maintain motorized and non-motorized trails.

• Motorized and non-motorized trails are designed, constructed, maintained and 
managed for sustainability, consistency with user demands and to minimize user conflicts 
and impacts to other forest resources.

• Opportunities are provided for motorized recreation with varying experiences for a 
variety of types of vehicles. Forest visitors can enjoy semi-primitive motorized recreation 
and explore the backcountry in off-highway vehicles on designated routes.

• Education is used to enhance visitor knowledge of proper non-motorized and 
motorized trail use etiquette and appropriate uses.

FAST FACT:
The Gila has
193 miles of designated motorized 
trails, 861 miles of wilderness trails 
and 254 miles of the Continental 
Divide National Scenic Trail.



Cultural & Historic Resources
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YOUR INPUT AT WORK
Gila stakeholders have told us there’s a need 
to:

• Proactively protect sites and address 
looting.

• Provide increased interpretation of cultural 
resources. 

• Balance cultural resource management with 
other human uses.

PROPOSED DRAFT PLAN CONTENT
Based on stakeholder input, here are some examples of proposed management direction. 

• Historic and prehistoric sites, including known American Indian sacred places and 
traditional cultural properties, are preserved and managed for their cultural importance.

• Impacts to cultural resources from vandalism, looting and other human impacts are 
minimized. 

• Heritage resources provide educational opportunities that connect people to the land 
and its history.

• The public has opportunities to participate in the identification, protection and 
preservation of cultural resources.

• Gila staff are involved from the early stages of project development to help ensure that 
diverse resource concerns are considered during planning activities. 

DID YOU KNOW?
The Gila’s cultural and 
historic resources 
document almost 
continuous human 
presence for at least 
12,000 years.



Areas of Tribal Importance
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YOUR INPUT AT WORK
Gila stakeholders have told us there’s a need to:

• Recognize and respect the diverse interests tribal communities 
have in the Gila. These range from the importance of forest 
restoration and economic opportunities to resource protection and 
opportunities for tribal members to experience their ancestral lands.

• Develop better communication and mutually beneficial relationships 
between tribes and the Gila. 

PROPOSED DRAFT PLAN CONTENT
Based on stakeholder input, here are some examples of proposed management direction. 

• Tribal cultures’ uniqueness and values and the traditional uses important for 
maintaining these cultures in the Gila are recognized and valued.

• Forest resources that are important for cultural and traditional needs, as well as for 
subsistence practices and economic support of tribal communities, are available and 
sustainable.

• Traditional cultural properties, sacred sites and other identified locations of importance 
for traditional and cultural uses are unimpaired and accessible to tribes.

• Federally authorized or advocated programs are used to develop collaborative 
proposals and partnerships with Native American tribes to implement projects of mutual 
benefit and economic development. 

DID YOU KNOW?
Gila managers and staff 
routinely consult with 10 
federally recognized 
tribes based in New 
Mexico, Arizona, 
Oklahoma and Texas. 



Wildlife, Fish, and Plants
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YOUR INPUT AT WORK
Gila NF stakeholders have told us there’s a need to:

• Work with the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish to 
enhance public hunting and angling opportunities, and address 
forest health and habitat connectivity.

• Make fences wildlife-friendly and remove fences that are no longer 
needed. 

• Maintain and enhance biodiversity and habitat connectivity. 

PROPOSED DRAFT PLAN CONTENT
Based on stakeholder input, here are some examples of proposed management direction. 

• The Gila NF works with the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish to develop projects 
that improve aquatic and terrestrial habitat conditions and enhance hunting, fishing and 
wildlife viewing opportunities. 

• Restored, resilient, and connected habitats are provided with an emphasis on ecological 
conditions that support the maintenance of species diversity.

• To improve wildlife connectivity, the adverse effects of fences are minimized. Fences no 
longer needed and other potential barriers to wildlife movement are removed. 

• The Gila NF coordinates with the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish and their 
State Wildlife Action Plans or other plans, US Fish and Wildlife Service, sportsman groups, 
the scientific community, and other stakeholders regarding information, education, and 
knowledge gaps as they relate to promoting and improving wildlife, fish, and plant 
resources and management.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
The Gila NF is 
home to hundreds 
of animal and plant 
species, some of 
which are found no 
where else in the 
world. 



Upland Ecosystems
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YOUR INPUT AT WORK
Gila NF stakeholders have told us there’s a need to:

• Work together to restore and maintain 
ecosystem health and function.

• Provide for human uses. 

• Increase ecosystem resilience to change and 
disturbances.

PROPOSED DRAFT PLAN CONTENT
Based on stakeholder input, here are some examples of proposed management direction. 

• Natural disturbance processes and human activities that mimic the effects of these 
disturbances are used to maintain fully functioning ecosystems and native vegetation 
communities. 

• Management activities move upland ecosystems toward the historic range of variability 
in terms of vegetation composition, structure and pattern and process. 

• Vegetative canopy and ground cover protect soil and contribute to water infiltration and  
retention, nutrient cycling, plant and animal diversity, and ecosystem function.

• Ecological conditions support habitat quality, distribution, abundance and connectivity 
of self-sustaining populations of all native plant and animal species that are healthy, 
well-distributed and genetically diverse. 

The original intent of the 
“historic range of variability” 
concept was not to recreate 
a snapshot in time. It was to 
ensure that the connections 
and interactions between all 
parts of the system are 
considered and 
incorporated into 
management.



Watersheds
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YOUR INPUT AT WORK
Gila NF stakeholders have told us there’s a need to:

• Improve watershed condition and resilience. 

• Better manage use and fire-related impacts. 

• Proactively address drought and its potential 
impacts. 

• Work together to prioritize watershed restoration 
efforts. 

PROPOSED DRAFT PLAN CONTENT
Based on stakeholder input, here are some examples of proposed management 
direction. 

• Landscape restoration activities will incorporate projects identified in watershed 
restoration action plans to move toward soil and watershed desired conditions. 

• Project-specific best management practices will be developed and followed to control 
sediment and other pollutants, protect beneficial uses, and riparian and aquatic 
ecosystem values. 

• Management strives to address the root causes of poor conditions, not just the 
symptoms.

• Management of designated municipal watersheds and watersheds with other human 
values, in the floodplain or at the outlet, should assess risk and develop mitigation 
measures to provide for favorable water flow conditions. 

• The Forest looks for opportunities to work collaboratively with diverse stakeholders to 
maintain and/or restore watershed condition. 

Providing favorable 
conditions of water flow is 
one of the foundational 
reasons for which the 
national forests and 
grasslands were 
established. 

Photo courtesy of Kristina Deem



Riparian & Aquatic Ecosystems
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YOUR INPUT AT WORK
Gila NF stakeholders have told us there’s a need to:

• Better manage use and fire-related impacts. 

• Provide for ecological integrity. 

• Provide for human uses.

• Work together to accomplish inventory, monitoring, 
restoration and maintenance. 

PROPOSED DRAFT PLAN CONTENT
Based on stakeholder input, here are some examples of proposed management direction. 

• Riparian and aquatic ecosystems are properly functioning. The distribution and health of 
riparian/wetland and aquatic communities perpetuates ecosystem function and biological diversity. 

• The connections of floodplains, channels and water tables distribute flood flows and sustain diverse 
habitats.

• Soil functions are maintained and support natural sediment regimes, patterns of water flow and 
amount and distribution of plant-available water and nutrients. 

• Streambank and slope stability, wood delivery to streams and floodplains, input of organic matter, 
shade over water and water quality are consistent with natural disturbance regimes. 

• Riparian and aquatic conditions maintain or improve dependent resources while allowing for 
management of other compatible uses. 

• The Forest looks for opportunities to engage partners and volunteers to increase its ability to 
conduct riparian and aquatic ecosystem inventory and monitoring.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
The Gila River 
supports some of the 
highest numbers of 
bird species in the 
lower 48 states of the 
United States.

Photo by Scarlett Howell



Fire, Fuels & Air
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YOUR INPUT AT WORK
Gila NF stakeholders have told us there’s a need to:

• Protect human life, property, watershed and 
ecological values.

• Reduce hazardous fuel loads, especially in the 
wildland-urban interface. 

• Restore the natural role of fire.

• Provide information about smoke and manage the 
impact of smoke on local and regional communities. 

PROPOSED DRAFT PLAN CONTENT
Based on stakeholder input, here are some examples of proposed management direction. 

• The safety of agency personnel and the public is the first priority in every fire and fuels 
management activity. 

• In the wildland-urban interface, fuel reductions provide an opportunity to protect human values 
and prevent fire from crossing ownership boundaries. 

• The Forest continues to work with partners and stakeholders involved in Community Wildfire 
Protection Plans to meet the broad intent and goals of those plans. 

• Fire is allowed to function in its natural ecological role, burning with a range of intensity, 
severity and frequency that allows ecosystems and watersheds to function in a healthy and 
sustainable manner. 

• Air quality is considered in all fire and fuels management activities. 

• Relevant and timely information is provided to the public whenever an air quality hazard is 
known or predicted. 

DID YOU 
KNOW?
The Gila NF has 
long been 
considered a 
national leader in 
fire management.



Managing with Change & Uncertainty
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YOUR INPUT AT WORK
Gila NF stakeholders have told us there’s a need to:

• Manage proactively, not reactively. 

• Increase resilience and adaptive capacity. 

• Identify places where topography and management can buffer 
change.

• Maintain and improve habitat connectivity. 

PROPOSED DRAFT PLAN CONTENT
Based on stakeholder input, here are some examples of proposed management. 

• Manage for a mosaic of vegetation conditions as defined, created and maintained by 
interactions between climate, soils, topography, natural disturbances, human activities, and 
time.

• Manage for the full range of historic variability within given vegetation types, using topography, 
soils and fire behavior as a guide. 

• Use the full range of variability in historic fire frequency, magnitude, extent, seasonality and 
predictability to inform fire management and balance maintenance with progress. 

• Maintain and improve watershed condition. 

• Prepare and respond to droughts, anticipate and plan for disturbances from intense storms, and 
look for opportunities to increase water conservation.

• Collaborative development and implementation of the monitoring plan. 



Existing Designated Areas

United States Department of Agriculture

USDA Forest Service – Gila National Forest

YOUR INPUT AT WORK
Gila stakeholders have told us there’s a need 
to:

• Manage existing or potential designated 
areas to maintain desired character and 
values unique to each area.

• Current outfitter/guide permittees have 
concerns that permittee numbers may be 
unsustainable within the Gila Wilderness, 
and support a use capacity analysis to 
inform future program direction.

PROPOSED DRAFT PLAN CONTENT
Based on stakeholder input, here are some examples of proposed management direction. 

• Designated areas are managed to protect their unique and special features. Designated Wilderness 
character and values as defined by the Wilderness Act of 1964 are enhanced and maintained. The 
Continental Divide National Scenic Trail provides high-quality, primitive hiking and horseback riding 
opportunities in a highly scenic setting along the Continental Divide. 

• Wilderness managers seek out opportunities to collaborate with stakeholders for wilderness 
stewardship including trail maintenance and construction. 

• Special use activities in wilderness areas facilitate protection, education and enjoyment of wilderness 
character while preserving wilderness character and the challenging and self-reliant experience of other 
wilderness visitors.

• The values and conditions of eligible Wild and Scenic Rivers are preserved until they are 
congressionally designated as Wild and Scenic Rivers or are released from consideration through a 
suitability study determination or by direction of Congress.

FAST FACT:
The Gila Wilderness is the 
world’s first designated 
wilderness area.



Inventory and Evaluation for Potential 

Wilderness Characteristics
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A FOUR-STEP PROCESS
Forest Service Handbook provides direction and guidance for the four-step 
process to be completed as one part of the larger Plan Revision effort:

1. Inventory to identify all National Forest Lands in the plan area that may have 
wilderness characteristics as defined in the Wilderness Act. 

2. Evaluation of the inventoried areas for wilderness characteristics that may 
be possessed by the lands identified in the Inventory step of the process.

3. Analysis of evaluated areas determined to be suitable for inclusion in one or 
more alternatives as part of the Forest Plan Revision National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) process.

4. Recommendation of any lands the Forest Supervisor determines should be 
included in the National Wilderness Preservation System. Only Congress may 
designate wilderness. 

YOUR INPUT AT WORK
The Forest is currently at Step 1 of the process, and there will be opportunities to 
comment and participate throughout. Stakeholder input so far has:

• Assisted with a definition of what “substantially noticeable” features are as part of the 
inventory process.

• Provided information to help refine the area boundaries on the DRAFT Inventory Map.

• Provided feedback on the process papers to improve to improve the documents and 
help refine the process.

BACKGROUND
• Each national forest undertaking Forest 

Plan Revision under the 2012 Forest 
Planning Rule must complete a process 
of identifying and evaluating lands that 
may be suitable for inclusion in the 
National Wilderness Preservation 
System and determine whether to 
recommend any of the evaluated lands 
to Congress for wilderness designation. 

• Congress reserves the authority to 
designate wilderness through 
legislation.



Wild and Scenic Rivers Eligibility Study

United States Department of Agriculture

USDA Forest Service – Gila National Forest

STEPS 1 AND 2 OF A THREE-STEP PROCESS
The Forest Service Planning Handbook provides guidance and direction for a three-step process for evaluating 

eligibility and suitability as Wild and Scenic Rivers:

1. Determining Eligibility: For a river to be eligible it must be free flowing, and possess one or more outstandingly remarkable 

values. Outstanding remarkable values include: scenery, recreation, fish, historic and cultural, geography, and others.

2. Assigning Eligible Rivers potential classifications as Wild, Scenic, or Recreational: Classifications are based on the 

condition of the river and the level of development level of adjacent lands.

3. Determining Suitability: This is a study to ascertain if eligible rivers should be recommended to Congress for inclusion in 

the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System  

Although the third step may be accomplished at any time, including during plan revision, it’s not a requirement to do so during 
that process. The Gila NF does not intend to complete the suitability step during its plan revision process unless it should 
receive direction from Congress to do so. Suitability of an eligible Wild & Scenic River will be completed outside of Plan Revision 
as either part of a plan amendment, in conjunction with a project decision, or in a separate study.

WHERE ARE WE IN THE 
PROCESS?
The Forest is currently only at the very 
beginning of Step 1 of the process, and 
there will be opportunities to provide input 
and participate throughout.

A DRAFT Eligibility Study Process paper 
will be released in the coming weeks for 
stakeholder review and feedback.

BACKGROUND
• The National Wild & Scenic Rivers (WSR) System was created by Congress in 1968 to preserve rivers that contain 

outstanding natural, cultural, and recreational values in a free-flowing system, and are for the enjoyment of present 
and future generations.

• As part of Forest Plan Revision under the 2012 Forest Planning Rule, the Forest is analyzing rivers and streams that 
may be eligible for inclusion in the Wild and Scenic River System. 

• No Wild and Scenic River designation will be made as a result of Plan Revision. Congress has reserved the 
authority to make the final decision regarding all Wild and Scenic River designations. 

• In 2002 a previous eligibility study was completed and found 8 rivers to be eligible. This current study will evaluate 
for changed circumstances from the previous study, and consider any rivers not evaluated as part of the previous 
study.



Next Steps

• Your feedback on the preliminary draft plan is most useful if received 
before April 23.

• You can submit feedback using the provided forms and dropping off 
in the comments box this evening, or take forms home and email, 
mail, or drop off at one of the District Offices. 

• The Forest will consider feedback and revise the preliminary draft 
document.

Thank you for your participation and for your future engagement in developing the 

revised Gila Forest Plan.

For more information, please visit our website at http://go.usa.gov/h88k  

Then…
Develop a draft plan and alternatives using the environmental analysis process


