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Rocky Mountain Region  

Nebraska National Forests and Grasslands 

 Biological Science Tech. (Plants) GS-0404-05 

Announcement  

Bessey Nursery, Halsey, NE 
 

If you are looking for an exciting career in horticulture here is your chance.   The Charles E. Bessey Nursery is now 

advertising for 1 Biological Science Technician (Plants) position located at the oldest federal tree nursery near 

Halsey, NE.  The position is open from: April 16, 2018 to April 20, 2018.  Please apply on line at 

https://www.usajobs.gov/ or use the link below.  

Announcement Number: 18-SVQ3-0207-477262-DP-RK 

Announcement Link: https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/496702800 

Position duties Include:   

 Performs support duties related to irrigation, seedling inventory, seedling transplanting, grounds maintenance, and 

greenhouse operation.  

 Assists with the maintenance and operation of various irrigation systems. Repairs and replaces above ground and 

underground PVC pipe from 1/2" to 10". Installs fittings to include elbows, couplings, nipples, compression fittings, 

adapters, reducers and values. Replaces sprinkler heads. Along with Facilities maintenance.  

 Calibrates seeding, spraying, and other application equipment. Sets up and operates equipment within narrow 

tolerance limits to prepare fields, culture, and harvest a wide variety of nursery plant materials. 

 Performs routine operator maintenance on equipment, e.g., adding oil and lubrication, tightening loose bolts, and 

performing operator safety and pre-work inspections. Attaches equipment to tractors and adjusts for proper heights, 

depth, spacing and spreading. 

 Responsible for safe, efficient operation of a variety of wheeled agricultural tractors, attached implements, and other 

equipment including: specialized equipment that may be highly modified or fabricated for nursery cultural 

operations; rotary or flail lawn mowers, chemical or fertilizer broadcasters, trailers, rollers, bed formers, rototillers, 

forklifts, front-end loader, and other equipment used to perform a variety of nursery tasks; tractor drawn or 

ATV/UTV mounted sprayers to apply pesticides; and light trucks to transport equipment and debris to and from work 

sites.  

 Operates a forklift, front-end loader, ATV/UTV, and light trucks to include skills in handling controls for starting, 

stopping, backing, and driving. Performs other duties as assigned.   

 Operates motor vehicles on public roads and highways as well as installation roads.  

 Open communication to insure a safe and efficient work environment, collateral duty safety officer.  

 Completes written records of work activities for nursery monitoring including watering, fertilization, pesticide, and 

other treatment prescriptions. 

 Must Obtain Chemigation and Nebraska Pesticide License with following categories: 00 General, 04 Turf and 

Ornamental, 01a Soil Fumigation. 

Foremost, we are looking for a hard worker with a great attitude. Our talented and dedicated employees are among 

the best you’ll find anywhere.  

For more information, please contact:  

Richard Gilbert, e-mail: regilbert@fs.fed.us 

Phone: (308) 533-8117     Fax: (308) 533-2310 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.usajobs.gov/
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/496702800
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About Halsey, Nebraska 
 

                    
 

 

The Bessey Nursery and Ranger District is located one mile west of Halsey, Nebraska, in the central part of the 

state in the scenic “Sandhills”.  The area is beautiful, but remote. Halsey has a population of approximately 60, 

a post office, tavern/restaurant, and a motel.  Limited services such as banks, grocery stores, gas stations, county 

government offices, and churches are located in the surrounding communities.  Full service communities are a 

one-hour drive or more, and include Broken Bow (55 miles), Valentine (70 miles), and North Platte (90 miles). 

The primary industries in this area are ranching and agriculture.  Cell phone and wireless service can be spotty; 

local carriers such as Viaero work better than national carriers such as Verizon. Home internet service is 

available and works very well. 

 

Recreational activities abound for residents and visitors to the area. The Sandhills is a popular destination for 

hunting, fishing, and many other outdoor activities. Tubing, kayaking, and canoeing are popular on the Middle 

Loup, Dismal and Niobrara Rivers in the summer time. The public lands in the Sandhills provide an excellent 

place to hunt sharp-tail grouse, prairie chickens, mule and whitetail deer, and pronghorn. In addition, three 

world-renowned golf courses are within an hour’s drive of Halsey along with a well-maintained, nine-hole 

course in Thedford, 14 miles away.   

 

The average January temperature is 10o F and an average July temperature is 89o F. Average precipitation is 21 

inches, and average snowfall is 31 inches.  Elevation is 2,880 feet above sea level.   

 

Rentals range from $250 to $500 per month in nearby Thedford and $300 to $500 a month in Broken Bow.  The 

average cost of a home is approximately $130,000 in Thedford and $135,000 in Broken Bow.  Nebraska does 

have a State Income Tax (http://www.revenue.ne.gov).         

 

There is a consolidated school system, which serves four local school districts.  K through 6th grade students 

attend classes in Halsey, and 7th through 12th grade students are bussed to Dunning, a community 10 miles to 

the east.  It’s a great place to live without the bright lights, with a slower pace of life, and great outdoor 

recreation such as hiking, biking, hunting and fishing. 

 

 

  

http://www.revenue.ne.gov/
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About the Nebraska National Forests and Grasslands 

            
 

Quick Facts 

 Responsible for the management and sustainability of the Bessey Nursery, the nation’s oldest Federal 

Nursery and listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 The Bessey Nursery and Ranger district is home to the largest hand-planted forest in the western 

hemisphere, second only to Johannesburg South Africa. 

 Internationally known Hudson-Meng Research and Education Center encompasses the largest extinct 

bison bone bed in the world; and Toadstool Geological Park and the National Grasslands Visitor Center 

 A diverse wildlife program with numerous partnership agreements for habitat improvement that support 

species like the Black Footed Ferret, Burrowing Owl, and Black Tailed Prairie Dog. 

 Significant populations of hunt-able and viewable wildlife such as wild turkey, mule and white-tailed 

deer, and elk. 

 An aggressive forest and grassland health program, with wild land/urban interface. 

 Soldier Creek Wilderness, two proposed Grasslands Wilderness Areas and Pine Ridge National 

Recreation Area. 

 Developed campgrounds and over 100 miles of hiking trails   

 Over 300 grazing allotments, 60 direct permittees, and seven grazing associations 
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The Nebraska National Forests and Grasslands encompass over 1.1 million acres of land in Nebraska and South 

Dakota, administered by five Ranger Districts and one Nursery. The Pine Ridge Ranger District includes the 

Nebraska National Forest and Oglala National Grassland in the northwest corner of Nebraska. The Bessey 

Ranger District includes a portion of the Nebraska National Forest in west-central Nebraska and the McKelvie 

National Forest in north-central Nebraska. The Bessey Nursery is co-located with the Bessey Ranger District at 

Halsey, Nebraska. The Fall River Ranger District and Wall Ranger District share management of the Buffalo 

Gap National Grassland across southwestern South Dakota. The Fort Pierre National Grassland, situated in 

south-central South Dakota, is managed by the Fort Pierre Ranger District.   

 

The Nebraska units have approximately 85 permanent employees and approximately 35 temporary employees.  

The Supervisor’s Office located in Chadron, NE and is staffed with approximately 35 employees and is co-

located with the Pine Ridge Ranger District.  The Pine Ridge Job Corps Center is located 10 miles south of 

Chadron, Nebraska and is a close partner with the Nebraska National Forests and Grasslands.   

 
More information regarding the Forest is available through the internet at:  www.fs.fed.us/r2/nebraska . 

 

 

 

http://www.fs.fed.us/r2/nebraska


 

Page 5 of 5 

Map of the Nebraska National Forests and Grasslands 

 

 
 

 
 


