
 
The Plumas National Forest, Feather River Ranger District will be conducting spring understory 
burning on several project areas around the District. Planned ignition could begin as soon as April 
2018 and could go through June 2018. Burning will only occur on select days when weather, fuel, 
and smoke dispersal conditions are optimal. 

These projects are mostly located within the wildland urban interface (WUI) and will improve the 
ability of ground and aerial firefighting resources to defend structures and quickly and safely 
extinguish wildfires in the area. The Sunset and Pike County prescribed burns will also increase 
the safety and effectiveness of USFS and CALFIRE fire detection personnel. These projects will 
also improve forest health by creating a more fire resilient landscape. The burn units are located in 
three general areas (see attached map) near Little Grass Valley Reservoir (A), Brush Creek (B), 
and the towns of Challenge, Forbestown, and Woodleaf (C). 

Legal Location:  Area A: T21N, R08E, Sec 3 
 Area B: T21N, R06E, Sec 4, 19 & 20 and T22N, R06E, Sec 32 & 33 
 Area C: T19N, R07E, Sec 16, 17 & 28 and T22N, R06E, Sec 9  

Total Acreage:  Approximately 30-60 acres per day for a total of approximately 550 acres. 

Duration of ignition: Approximately 7-14 days. 

Duration of smoke production: 1-2 weeks. 
Estimated direction of smoke travel:  North to Northeast during the day with some smoke in the 
surrounding valleys at night. Other wind directions/smoke travel directions are possible. 

Communities or Smoke Sensitive Areas: There may be minor smoke impacts to Brush Creek, 
Mountain House, Forbestown, Challenge, and Woodleaf. Smoke could have an impact on forest 
roads in the vicinity of the burn, but will be mitigated by posting signs and providing traffic control if 
necessary. There should be no significant or long term smoke impacts to surrounding communities. 

Public Involvement: Feather River Ranger District is exploring opportunities for the public to 
actively observe prescribed fire operations and learn about the science and practice of fire 
management. Stay tuned for further details. 

Agency Contact: Plumas National Forest, Feather River Ranger District (530) 534-6500. 
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