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Key Discussion Points 

Emery County issues of concern for the new Forest Plan include 

• Watershed protection and fire management (removal of dead trees) 
• Noxious Weeds 
• Timber Economy and local impacts  

 

Presentation Summary  

Mat and Charmaine provided an overview of the Manti-La Sal National Forest history and management 
philosophy including the physical, socio-economic and political environments, and current Forest 
Programs and Projects.   

See Powerpoint 2018.02.21_Briefing_MLS_Emery_County_final for content 

 

Discussion Summary 

Forest Plan Revision 

Q: Why are you updating the Forest Plan?  Is it coming from leadership or outside pressure? 

A: Land management plans are intended to have a 10-15 year shelf life.  The current LMP is over 30 
years and we recognize that the conditions of the landscape, and its current uses, have changed since 
then. 

Q: What are the top 1 – 2 things you anticipate changing the most from the 1986 Plan? 

A: Two obvious areas of potential change include how we address recreation in the plan and vegetation 
management.  Recreation because the types of popular recreation uses have changed significantly in the 
last few years, the increase in mountain biking, OHV technology, etc.  Vegetation management will need 
to address issues like effects from the Seeley Fire, beetle kill, and other issues that either did not exist, 
or were not as prevalent in 1986. 

 



 

Seeley-Fire – Watershed Protection & Fire 

Q: Continued community concerns around addressing potential wildlife hazards and to minimize impacts 
to our watershed. How will you address this issue moving forward?   

A: Current timber sale activities (canyon sale) in the area to address these concerns and they will 
continue to be a priority in the revised LMP.  The Forest is also working to address the larger need for 
supporting a local timber economy with the Region and USDA.   

• We sincerely appreciate current timber sale activities in these areas of concern.  The community 
is extremely concerned about fires in the watershed area, particularly Joe’s Valley 
Reservoir(County). 

• The local lumber mill still struggles with getting the type of lumber they need.  Would like to see 
timber sales prepared with both the local economy and fire management needs in mind 
(County). 

 

Noxious Weeds 

Q: How are you going to address noxious weeds in the Plan(County)? 

A: We will set desired future conditions and best management practices for addressing noxious weeks in 
the plan area recognizing that complete eradication is not likely.  We currently have seasonal staff 
dedicated to noxious weed management and participate in multiple-agency collaboratives to address 
noxious weeds at a landscape scale. 

 

Fire Management 

Q: Are there opportunities for the county to support fire response activities, contract staff and vehicles, 
etc? 

A: Yes there are, this is a regular practice on the Forest to engage multiple agencies in response.  
Contact Brandon Hoffman the Fire Management Officer, for more details and participation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


