
Meeting Summary 
San Rafael, Sanpete County, and Price River Watershed Conservation District Meeting 
4 April, 2018 
 
FS Staff: Darren Olsen, Megan Eno 
CS Staff: Roger Barton, Leon McElprang, Joel Begaye and representatives from each conservation district 
(see San Rafael CD meeting notes for complete list). 
 
 
Agenda  
See attachments for detailed Agenda, and “Government to Government Coordination Principles” 
handout from American Stewards for Liberty (ASL) presentation 
 

• Forest Plan Revision Update 
• American Stewards for Liberty, NGO – presentation on coordination with the Federal 

Government 
• ASL facilitated discussion on local/federal coordination and Conservation District concerns 

outlined in March 22, 2018 letter 

 

Key Issues 

• Recommended changes to draft Assessment 
o Illustrate the historical trend in AUM reductions (1900’s to today), and contributions 

made by ranching communities, for the long-term health of the landscape.  Help to 
mitigate the idea from external interests that agricultural communities don’t contribute 
to rangeland health and the landscape, or are just pursuing more AUM’s on principle.  
As a community the CD’s understand the need for adaptive management and want to 
work with the FS in implementation.   

o Economic impacts section – use multiplier effect (like USU study) to give the complete 
picture of the importance of agriculture to the economy (available in IMPLAN).  Current 
numbers are an under representation, and State reports show much larger 
contributions.  Should address this for consistency. 

• Recommendations for Plan Components 
o Prioritize invasive and noxious weed management, work with local communities and 

governments to address strategically.  Use creative solutions (cattle/thistle example). 
o Use plan to address current limitations (Grazing NEPA which provides specific start date, 

limits flexibility in years where the landscape could provide for earlier/later grazing).   
• ASL advocated strongly for 60-day “pre-public” review 

o FS staff emphasized that the planning team is making regular use of informal review 
periods to provide opportunities for “pre-public” feedback as well as monthly CA 
meetings to provide opportunities to address specific areas of concern. 

 

 



 
Presentation Summary  
 
Margaret Byfield, Executive Director, American Stewards for Liberty provided a powerpoint presentation 
on the importance of coordination between local and federal governments.  ASL emphasized that 
Cooperating Agency status was not the same as coordination status, Cooperating Agencies are for NEPA, 
and coordination is intended to extend before and after NEPA.  
 
Potential Source of Confusion: We have had some cooperating agencies ask to pursue “coordination 
status” in the past, under the assumption that this status provided more advantages or legal justification 
than Cooperating Agency status. 
 
Megan Eno clarified that the definition, roles and responsibilities of Cooperating Agencies are legally 
defined in the Code of Federal Regulations which provide guidance on how to identify CA’s, and roles 
and responsibilities for working together in NEPA.  The Manti-La Sal National Forest signed Cooperating 
Agency MOU’s at the beginning of the Forest Plan Revision process recognizing the importance of 
coordination with local governments through the entire planning process, and not only during NEPA.   
 
Conservation District representatives offered many examples of positive coordination activities between 
the Forest and the Districts, and expressed their appreciation for FS staff support throughout the plan 
revision process.  CD representatives expressed hope that this would continue throughout 
implementation of the Forest Plan. 
 
 
 
Discussion Summary 
Forest Plan Revision 

 
FS provided an overview of recent FPR activities including March CA Meeting, LMP review 
process, timeline shift due to new BENM planning deadlines, and provided dates for upcoming 
CA meetings and in-person workshops. 
 
Q: When will we be able to see a revised Assessment? Or have a chance to see what changes 
will be made based on our feedback? 
A: A comment report will be available end of June, 2018 which will provide a response to 
individual comments as well as an overall summary. 
 
Q: If the FS manages habitat, and the State manages wildlife populations, do you work together 
to set those population numbers?  Is there an opportunity to discuss reduction of herd sizes 
when food scarcity is an issue for livestock? 
A: DWR sets the numbers for the state, FS has in the past worked with DWR to address food 
scarcity (example of Seeley fire and issuing additional tags for the area to help reduce herd 
size).  This has been dependent on large/catastrophic events in the past. 
 
 



COORDINATION MEETING AGENDA 
APRIL 4, 2018 
1:00 PM – 3:00 PM 
PRICE, UTAH 
 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS – LEON MCELPRANG, CHAIR – 5 
MINUTES 

a. SAN RAFAEL, PRICE RIVER WATERSHED, SANPETE COUNTY 
CONSERVATION DISTRICTS AND  

b. MANTI-LASAL NATIONAL FOREST SERVICE 
2. FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN UPDATE (USFS) -  15 MINUTES 
3. OVERVIEW OF THE COORDINATION PROCESS AND ITS ROLE IN PLAN 

DEVELOPMENT (CONSERVATION DISTRICTS) – 15 MINUTES 
4. DISCUSSION ON ESTABLISHING A COORDINATION PROCESS WITH THE 

CONSERVATION DISTRICTS AND MANTI-LASAL NATIONAL FOREST SERVICE 
- 15 MINUTES 

5. DISCUSSION OF ASSESMENT REVIEW AND ISSUES NEEDING RESOLUTION – 
70 MINUTES 

a. Failure to include cuts in grazing AUM numbers to improve the 
ecological condition of rangeland, and permittees contribution to 
the construction and maintenance of range improvements;  

b. Undervaluing the economic contribution of grazing;  
c. The need to prioritize the importance of invasive and noxious 

weeds as the greatest biological threat to the integrity of Forest 
ecosystems; 

d. Including critical management tools that would ensure 
sustainable forest and communities. 

6. REVIEW OF ACTIONS ITEMS AND COMMITMENTS 
7. NEXT MEETING DATE(S) 
8. ADJOURN 
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