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Definitions 

Armored Dip – Also called rolling dips, this is a structure in a road that uses gravity to prevent the 
concentration of water and disperse water effectively from the road surface. Generally, the surface is 
sloped out and down eventually becoming a barrier to prevent water from flowing on the road. 

Culvert – A structure that allows water to flow under a road. Often metal. 

Distinctive routes – Often called forest highways, these roads are typically arterial in nature and often 
lead to county or state highways. 

Downgrade – The process of lowering a road’s current designated maintenance level to a lower level. 
This involves the consideration of user comfort, level of safety, current and expected use and the costs 
associated with each maintenance level. 

High clearance vehicles – A high clearance 2WD vehicle is defined as a SUV or truck, with at least 15 inch 
tire rims or more, designed for heavier type use than a standard passenger vehicle, with at least 8 inches 
of clearance or more, from the lowest point of the frame, body, suspension, or differential, to the 
ground. 

Highway-legal vehicle – Any motor vehicle including the operator that is licensed or certified for general 
operation on public roads within the State. 

Maintenance Level 5 – Provide a high degree of user comfort and convenience for prudent drivers in a 
standard passenger car during the normal season of use. These roads are normally double lane, paved 
facilities. Some may be aggregate surfaced and dust abated. Typically will have high traffic volume and 
speeds, connect to state and county roads and provide drainage via culverts.  

Maintenance Level 4 – Provide a moderate degree of user comfort and convenience at moderate travel 
speeds for prudent drivers in a standard passenger car during normal season of use. Most roads are 
double lane and aggregate surfaced. Some roads may be single lane with turnouts. Some roads may be 
paved and/or dust abated. Have moderate traffic volume and speeds. May connect to state and county 
roads. May include some developed recreation roads Provide drainage via culverts. 

Maintenance Level 3 – These roads are open and maintained for travel by a prudent driver in a standard 
passenger car during the normal season of use. User comfort and convenience are not considered 
priorities. Typically are low speed with single lanes and turnouts, have low to moderate-traffic volume, 
and may have potholes or wash boarding. Drainage via a combination of dips and culverts. 

Maintenance Level 2 – These roads are open for use by high-clearance vehicles and are not suitable for 
passenger cars. Motorists should have no expectations of being alerted to potential hazards. They have 
low traffic volume and low speeds, have dips or cross drains as drainage treatments and have very few, 
if any, signs or other traffic control devices. May not be passable during periods of inclement weather. 

Maintenance Level 1 – These are roads that are closed to the public between intermittent uses such as 
logging. Basic maintenance is performed to prevent damage to adjacent resources for future resource 
management needs. They may be managed and designated as a motorized trail and shown on motor 
vehicle use maps as a motorized trail. They may be available and suitable for non-motorized uses. 
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Motorized mixed use – The designation of a National Forest System (NFS) road for use by both highway-
legal and non-highway-legal motor vehicles. Designating NFS roads for motorized mixed use involves 
safety and engineering considerations conducted by a certified engineer. 

Motorized Vehicle – Any vehicle which is self-propelled, except those on rails and mobility devices. 

MVUM – Motor Vehicle Use Map. Each National Forest publishes these free maps for the public to use. 
They facilitate finding appropriate uses for all roads open to the public on national forest system lands. 

NEPA – Refers to the National Environmental Policy Act. An agency conducts environmental analyses to 
assess the nature and importance of the physical, biological, social, and economic effects of a proposed 
action and its reasonable alternatives. Basically, this process facilitates the systematic study of potential 
impacts to lands and the affected area prior to a decision to conduct projects on national forest system 
lands. 

Non-highway-legal vehicle – Any motor vehicle including the operator that is not licensed or certified 
for general operation on public roads within the state. 

Off-highway vehicle – Any motor vehicle designed for, or capable of, cross-country travel on or 
immediately over land, water, sand, snow, ice, marsh, swampland, or other natural terrain. Often called 
OHV’s, ATV’s, Gators, side by sides, dirt bikes, etc. 

Proposed action – A proposal by the Forest Service to authorize, recommend or implement an action to 
meet a specific purpose and need. Basically, the work that we are thinking needs to be conducted. 

Public road – A road under the jurisdiction of and maintained by a government entity and open to public 
travel. 

Scoping – An early and open process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed by a study. The 
time during which an agency will actively solicit public input. 

Segment – A defined portion of a road. May have a different designation than the rest of the road. 

Spur road – Roads that branch off of a main road. Often dead end. 

Standard passenger car – All sedans, coupes, and station wagons manufactured primarily for the 
purpose of carrying passengers, including those passenger cars pulling recreational or other light 
trailers. 

Unauthorized road or trail – A road or trail that is not a forest road or trail or a temporary road or trail 
and that is not included in a forest transportation atlas. While these may look like roads or trails, they 
are often user created and don’t have proper environmental clearances. 


