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Lassen National Forest Motor Vehicle Use Map Update 

Frequently Asked Questions 
How many miles of Maintenance Level 3 (ML3) roads are being considered for mixed use analysis? 

There are 577 miles of ML3 roads in the Lassen National Forest. A team, including district rangers and 
recreation specialists, reviewed all of those roads and ranked them low/medium/high priority, based on 
a number of factors: 

 Promoting connectivity with other OHV opportunities 

 Access to viewpoints or other desirable destinations 

 Avoiding roads that only access private land or spur roads that are extremely short or only access 
a campground. 

As a result, 28 road segments, encompassing approximately 154 miles, were identified as high priority. 
Engineers have field reviewed these roads for motorized mixed-use safety. 

Who is the engineer preparing the motorized mixed-use engineering analyses?  

Chris Bielecki, Modoc National Forest Engineer, is the Qualified Engineer. Chris has been involved in 
Lassen NF travel management since 2007. The safety analyses and engineering reports will be based on 
field data collected from several Lassen National Forest engineering staff. 

Why can’t the FS use the analyses that were completed by other entities? 

Forest Service staff are aware that counties and other organizations have invested valuable time and 
money to analyze roads under the jurisdiction of the Forest Service. More than once, the Lassen NF has 
facilitated an inquiry with our Regional Office to advise whether or not these various analyses and 
products could be utilized. The reply remains that a Qualified Engineer, certified by the Regional 
Engineer, must ensure the established process is followed while conducting, reviewing and approving 
reports. This direction has been relayed on a frequent basis to stakeholders. The Qualified Engineer does 
have the ability to reference the various stakeholder products in the Forest Service engineering reports. 

Why does the Forest Service call ML3-4 roads “highways”? 

The Forest Service consistently defines and manages ML3-5 roads as public roads and highways (23 USC 
101 and 23 CFR 460.2) across 193 million acres of public lands in 44 states, including California. 
Furthermore, under 36 CFR 212.5(a)(1), state traffic laws generally apply on National Forest System 
(NFS) roads. This means the Forest Service defers to state law with regard to vehicle use on highways. 
Due to the California laws that apply to highways and combined use on highways, a unique management 
challenge exists for national forests in California that does not occur in other states. 

Is it possible downgrade ML3 roads to ML2? 

 In some cases, yes. Regional direction states that if a national forest wishes to allow mixed use on 
a ML3 or ML4 road, it must first consider whether or not to reclassify the road to ML2. 

 Downgrading maintenance levels is more than just changing a number. Responsibly downgrading 
a road from ML3 to ML2 recognizes a particular road no longer needs to be managed for 
passenger cars and other low-clearance vehicles, or heavy equipment. It also means that the road 
will no longer be maintained on a regular basis. 
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 Roads that access recreation facilities, campgrounds, trailheads, and administrative facilities are 
examples where higher standards are generally needed. In many cases, it would not effectively 
serve other forest users to downgrade ML3 roads to ML2. 

 To prepare a road for minimal future maintenance while protecting resources, downgrading may 
require physical work on the ground. Examples of this include the removal of culverts and 
installation of self-maintaining structures such as armored dips. The LNF is seeking clarification of 
whether or not this work is required, which can better facilitate the process. 

 An entire guidebook about this subject available, titled Considerations in Lowering Maintenance 
Standards of National Forest System Roads to Maintenance Level 2. This reference is found at 
https://www.fs.fed.us/eng/php/library_card.php?p_num=1377%201803P 

Will a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) analysis alternative consider changing all ML 3 roads 
as requested by stakeholders? 

This effort is currently in a pre-NEPA analysis phase. The team is working on developing a reasonable 
proposed action that will enhance OHV access opportunities while accounting for and considering public 
input, Forest Service direction, State laws, Forest priorities, and safety. We can’t pre-determine all 
alternatives to be considered later in the process (during NEPA review). However, it is unlikely that the 
Forest would propose to open all ML3 roads to OHVs for a few reasons: 

 Per Regional direction, national forests should attempt to limit mixed use on ML3 roads. 

 It is unlikely to be safe to allow motorized mixed use on all segments of all ML3 roads. 

 The Forest does not have the staff to analyze nor manage motorized mixed-use on all 577 miles of 
ML3 roads on the Lassen National Forest. For this reason, the team engaged in the ranking 
process that resulted in the determination of 28 high-priority road segments. 

What is the schedule to complete the engineering analyses and complete the NEPA analysis? 

Most of the field review was completed in 2017, with a few more roads needing to be visited during the 
field season in 2018. The forest plans to finalize its proposed action in April 2018 and release it for public 
scoping, to begin NEPA analysis, in May 2018. The Forest Supervisor envisions a streamlined approach to 
analyzing this proposal, with completion of a Decision Notice within 18 months of starting the NEPA 
analysis. 

How and when will the decision on this effort be implemented? 

The decision is expected to include a combination of road segments to be downgraded from ML3 to 
ML2, and road segments to be preserved as ML3, but used for motorized mixed use. No immediate 
changes on the ground are expected, except possibly some signage. The forest will update and republish 
its Motor Vehicle Use Map (MVUM) once the decision is final. 

Have you thought about hosting a meeting with the county public works directors to discuss an 
alternative that meets their objectives? 

 The Forest invited the directors to a field trip on October 20, 2017. We will also add their names 
to the NEPA scoping mailing list when the proposed action is available for NEPA review. If there is 
a need for an additional meeting, specifically between the Lassen National Forest and the public 
works directors, the two parties can coordinate that meeting.  
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 The Lassen National Forest will consider potential alternatives to the proposed action in the NEPA 
process, based on resource specialist analyses of the proposed action and scoping comments 
from all engaged stakeholders. 

How were stakeholders engaged in this effort, and how will they be engaged going forward? 

 Many stakeholders participated in planning meetings in 2014 and 2015 and more recently in a 
public meeting in May 2017. In addition, there was a well-attended field trip in October 2017.  

 During the coming NEPA process, stakeholders are engaged in scoping of the proposed action and 
in a 30-day comment period on the draft NEPA analysis document. Depending on the comments 
received, there may also be a pre-decisional objection period available to stakeholders, prior to 
the Forest Supervisor making a final decision on this project. The forest may also host an 
additional field trip or public meetings, if there is sufficient interest. 

 


