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LOGAN RANGER DISTRICT PLANS TO IMPLEMENT  
SADDLE CREEK PRESCRIBED FIRE 

 
Salt Lake City, Utah, April 23, 2018 – Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest fire 

management personnel plan to implement the Saddle Creek Phase II prescribed fire project on the 
Logan Ranger District, April 26 through May 18, 2018 weather permitting. 
             The Saddle Creek Phase II prescribed fire is located on the Logan Ranger District of the 
Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest in Cache County, Utah, approximately 15 miles northeast 
of Logan, UT. The project area is in Elk Valley, approximately 5 miles north of Hardware Ranch 
State Park in the Blacksmith Fork river drainage.  

 The prescribed fire area and roads adjacent to it will be closed to the public on 
the day of the burn and the day after.  

 Hunters and other forest visitors should contact Logan Ranger District Office 
(435) 755-3620 for closure information. 

            The project is a continuation of the Saddle Creek Phase I project that successfully treated 
775 acres of sagebrush communities. Saddle Creek Phase II will treat a total of 1,312 acres of 
sagebrush and isolated aspen stands. Of these, 586 acres have been treated mechanically while the 
remaining 726 acres will be treated with prescribed fire. 
            Even-aged sagebrush, aspen stands and shrub communities, with some conifer-dominated 
stands and grass-forbs meadows, dominate the Saddle Creek burn units. The purpose of this 
project is rejuvenation and restoration of vegetation for increased diversity of habitat and wildlife 
species, such as elk, moose and mule deer and to restore and maintain age-class diversity among 
sagebrush dominated stands and associated shrub-dominated communities. The project is also 
designed to improve forage for sage grouse while conserving nesting habitat for Brewer’s 
sparrow.  Project implementation may reduce the potential for high intensity wildfires. 
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To meet resource and safety concerns, prescribed fires only occur when a specific set of 
conditions are met. These conditions include air, soil and vegetation moisture levels,  
temperatures, wind directions and speeds, smoke dispersal and expected fire behavior. Prescribed 
fires will only be ignited when fuel moistures and weather conditions will allow the smoke to 
dissipate or drift away from communities near the burn area. 
             The approved burn plan allows firefighters to use hand held drip torches to ignite fire in 
the project area.  Fire personnel will patrol and monitor the burn until weather conditions 
eliminate the need to do so, or the fire is declared out. 
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