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New Bridge to Punchbowl Falls

In 2017, the unit 
replaced a 41-foot 
bridge on the Eagle 
Creek Trail. This 
popular trail 
receives a high 
amount of year-
round use and 
provides access to 
Punchbowl Falls and 
the Mark O.   
Hatfield Wilderness. 
A large Douglas fir fell on the old metal-truss bridge 
during a 2015 windstorm, which caused a temporary 
closure of the trail. The forest replaced the old bridge 
with a fiber-reinforced polymer bridge to test a light 
weight, high strength, and corrosion-resistant 
alternative to treated wood or galvanized steel that can 
impact riparian settings. 
The unit used $20,000 in recreation fee funds to 
leverage $110,000 through the Federal Lands 
Transportation Program. This project also involved 
amazing support from the Pacific Crest Trail Association 
who cleared snow off the first two miles of Eagle Creek 
Trail in late February. 

Reroofing a Historic Shelter
In 2014, a large Douglas fir fell on the Eagle Creek 
Picnic Shelter, damaging a section of the roof as well 
as several rafters, the roof decking, and the roof 
shingles. In 2017, the Scenic Area used $54,000 in 
recreation fee funds and leveraged another $19,625 
grant from Oregon Parks and Recreation to repair 
and replace the historic shelter’s roof.
The shelter was constructed by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps in 1936 and is a popular day use 
and picnicking area located along the historic 
Columbia River Highway.  People have been visiting 
the Eagle Creek Recreation Area, which is located 30 
miles east of Portland, since the early 1900s. 

Before and after of the picnic shelter roof

Going Digital

Visitors can now purchase 
passes at home or onsite 
using a new electronic pass 
system. In its inaugural year, 
the Scenic Area sold over 
3000 passes online.  This 
effort is part of a larger 
Forest Service initiative to 
explore and implement 
digital solutions that improve 
visitor service and reduce fee 
collection costs.  

New phone app 
for paying fees.  

Developed Recreation
• Provided year-round garbage service and accessible 

restroom facilities at 10 fee sites.  
• Supported three campground hosts who donated over 

5,000 hours. 
• Pumped vault toilets and septic systems for about $6,500. 
• Operated and maintained drinking water systems at four 

popular fee sites. 
• Partnered with Multnomah County Restitution Crew to 

perform maintenance tasks at fee sites.
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Other Accomplishments
Recreation Special Uses 
• Issued 14 temporary use permits for commercial 

fishing, photography, and hiking tours.
• Administered 10 priority use permits for 

commercial rafting, kayaking, and fishing.  
• Permitted five recreation events.
Trail Maintenance and Improvements
• Partnered with several organizations to log out 

and clear approximately 85 trail miles. 
• Repaired storm-damaged sections of the 

Wahclella Falls and Eagle Creek Trails
• Replaced kiosk and signage at the Bridge of the 

Gods Trailhead for the Pacific Crest Trail
• Partnered with Multnomah County Sherriff’s 

Office on search and rescue and emergency 
response efforts. 

• Partnered with Washington Trails Association to 
maintain and improve trails associated with fee 
sites. 

Interpretation and Stewardship
• Partnered with Friends of the Columbia Gorge on 

a Trail Ambassador program at Dog Mountain 
Trailhead for visitor safety and responsible use. 

• Developed “Ranger Rendezvous” where Field 
Rangers led interpretive hikes to highlight less 
popular trails.  

• Partnered with the Oregon Zoo on the Urban 
Nature targeting underserved youth.

• Partnered with Travel 
Oregon to develop 
the Ready, Set, 
Gorge campaign to 
increase responsible
recreation. 

Field Ranger 
speaks to visitors 

Contacts

Columbia River Gorge National 
Scenic Area

Recreation Fee Program Contact
541-308-1704

Email: lhaukness@fs.fed.us
Online: www.fs.usda.gov/crgnsa

Regional Contact
503-808-2411

Email: jbiro@fs.fed.us

Columbia River Gorge Waterfall

Regional Map

Revenue & Expenditures
Revenue* Forest Region
Recreation Fees $417,201 $10,408,337
Special Uses $39,443 $1,403,845
Interagency Passes $8,263 $1,651,576
Total $464,907 $13,463,758

Expenditures Forest Region
Repair & Maintenance $253,002 $5,524,514 
Visitor Services $80,342 $3,808,532 
Law Enforcement $21,400 $180,497 
Habitat Restoration $0 $84,533 
Fee Agreements $1,663 $1,663 
Collections/Overhead $28,875 $1,289,246 
Total $385,282 $10,888,985 

*Carryover funds will be used for large projects and upcoming startup costs.USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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