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Inyo National Forest Opening the Lakes Basin Road 
 

The Inyo National Forest announces that the Lakes Basin Road will open for the 2018 season 
on Thursday, May 17 at noon.  
 
While the roads has been plowed, employees may be still be working on opening the area, 
including routine road maintenance such as filling pot holes and clearing culverts. They are still 
widening and opening parking lots covered in snow, placing dumpsters and porta potties, 
removing hazard trees and energizing water systems.   
 
Portions of the Lakes Basin remain closed to vehicle traffic, including Horseshoe Lake and the 
Coldwater Campground/Trailhead, while work is ongoing. The Old Mammoth Road remains 
closed at this time.  
 
There is currently not potable water in Forest Service areas so visitors should bring water with 
them or may be able to purchase water from concessionaires as they open.  
 
Visitors should expect significant snow still in the area, especially along the upper portions of 
the Lakes Basin, including on trails and on many popular recreation sites like campgrounds and 
marinas. Parking may be limited. 
 
Additionally, visitors should expect that the lakes are still partially ice covered. It is in no way 
safe to traverse the lakes. Creeks and streams are flowing with snowmelt feeding them: please 
avoid them and keep close track of children and pets.  
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The mission of the U.S. Forest Service, part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, is to sustain the health, diversity 

and productivity of the nation's forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future generations. The 

agency manages 193 million acres of public land, provides assistance to state and private landowners, and 

maintains the largest forestry research organization in the world. Public lands the Forest Service manages 

contribute more than $13 billion to the economy each year through visitor spending alone. Those same lands 

provide 20 percent of the nation's clean water supply, a value estimated at $7.2 billion per year. The agency has 

either a direct or indirect role in stewardship of about 80 percent of the 850 million forested acres within the U.S., 

of which 100 million acres are urban forests where most Americans live. 
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