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Wednesday, April 11, 2018 - 9:00 a. m
Tl MBER
MR. WEBER: Wl conme everyone. M/ nane i s

Chi p Weber, |I'm the Forest supervisor on the Fl athead.
l'mthe deciding official for the forest plan. | have
Leanne Marten to ny right. She is the regional forester

and she is the responsible official for these hearings

wWth the exception of species of environnental concern.

And she'll talk nore about what she wants in terns of
pr ocess.

I'd like to do a couple things right now. [|I'd
| i ke to introduce our teamthat worked on the plan -- or
have them i ntroduce thenselves, and then I'll talk a

little bit about sort of |ogistics and safety things and
then talk a little bit about what |'m hopeful for for
this week and then I'Il turn it over to Leanne.
So if the teamwould start with introducti on,

starting wth Joe.

MR. KRUEGER. (Good norning, everybody. Joe
Krueger, Fl athead Nati onal Forest team | eader for the
forest plan revision effort.

M5. MOORE: Marsha Moore, the recreation
W | der ness pl anner.

MS. TRECHSEL: Heidi Trechsel, the

vegetation specialist for the plan.
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MR SMTH Raynond Smth. |'min charge
of objections and litigation in the regional office
wherever that is, M ssoul a.

MS. RUSHO. |I'm Nancy Rusho, and | do the
adm ni strative review process for the species of
conservation concern in the Washington office. But at
one tine | actually worked as a geologist a little bit on
t he pl an.

MR. VAN El MEREN: Good norning. |'m Pat
Van Ei meren, aquatic specialist on the planning team

MR. AKE: Good norning. |'m Kathy Ake.
I'mthe A S specialist for the team

MR. WEBER. And you've all net G nny Tri be,
our able facilitator.

M5. TRl BE: Don't set ne up.

MR. WEBER: Just on logistics, restroons,

i f you need them are out the back door and to your |eft
just after you'll cross like a threshold into another
area. They're just to your left there. Should we have
any kind of an incident, fire or sonething |li ke that and
you need to get out, please go out that front door and
gat her together safely at the front of the parking |ot.

I'mglad that everybody travel ed safely to get
here and really want to nake you feel welcone to

Kali spell and to the Fl athead National Forest, a place we
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all | ove.

So it's been a pretty |long process to get to
this point, and | really want to thank you -- start by
t hanki ng you for your participation. |It's row ng hard

for a nunber of years on sonme difficult issues wth
strongly held values. So I'mgrateful for the process
we've had to get to this point.

Going into this week, | was trying to decide
exactly how I thought about this week, and I'd say |I'm
coming at it with curiosity to what you all are bringing
to the table and sone hope that we will find sone
solution during the course of the week, or at |east have
an understandi ng so that we can find solutions from what
we learn at this thing. So I'll be here answering
questions and doing a lot of sort of hard listening. And
| really appreciate your willingness and forbearance as
you share your solutions, share the values around them
and help us really learn. And ny standpoint, this whole
process has been a |learning process. It continues this
week, and this is sort of, in nmy mnd, the | ast chance to
cone to a better decision before we actually sign a
decision. So |ast chance to have the plan be better and
t he deci sion be better. So thanks for com ng and
contributing to that.

And | guess with that, I'll turn it to Leanne.
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M5. MARTEN. Thanks, Chip. Can fol ks hear

me okay in the back also? Geat.

And good norning, everyone. Geat to see al
of you here. As Chip said, |I'mLeanne Marten. |'mthe
regional forester for the northern region. And for this
process, |I'malso the reviewing official for the
obj ections on the Flathead plan revision. So really
appreci ate everybody comng this norning. |If you're
wondering why the table seens too big or there's so nmany
chairs, it's because as npbst of you aware and sone of you
wi ||l be here throughout today and naybe the next coupl e
days, as we have three solid days of neetings on
different topics on the revision set up. And dependi ng
on the topic and the interest, we wll have people com ng
and goi ng as your schedules allow, and the nunbers wll
probably grow for sone topics and naybe go back down to a
smaller group. So it may seem kind of large right now,
but | know that throughout the next couple days we'll be
havi ng even nore people com ng and goi ng t hroughout the
process fromthat.

We did have over approximately 74 objections
and objectors to the forest plan revision. And as Chip
said, | know fol ks have had a | ot of passion over the
coupl e years they've been working on revisions. And |

can't thank you enough for just your involvenent in
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staying at the table. It's a lot of personal tine away

fromfamly and friends, and it's a |ot of passion. And
it shows how nmuch people love their public lands in

Mont ana and here on the Flathead. So thank you; really

appreci ate that.

The intent over the next several days, |I'Ill try
and sumarize a little bit about the process on how we
got here, how we got the topics on the agenda, and then
what | see ny role as and how |I' m hopi ng you see your
role. But we'll have a chance for sone questions, too.
Because sone of this we'll be tweaking as we go al ong
based on what works for all of us together. Because this
Isn't about what | need, it's about what we all need to
nove forward together throughout the next coupl e days
fromthat perspective.

So alittle bit on how we got here. |
ment i oned that we have around 74 objectors. And as you
can i magi ne, we have a whol e spectrum of objections and
I ssues that cane up fromthe objectors. And we have a
lot of different values that are represented here in the
roomand in witing fromfol ks that cane in. And one of
the things | just want to put out there is |I'm not asking
anybody to change their values. | would never ask
anybody to change their val ues and where you're coni ng

from | respect everybody's values. They're all
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extrenely valuable and they're extrenely hel pful. What
we're |l ooking for is, really, for all of you to work
t ogether on the various topics we'll be tal king about and
havi ng a di al ogue and seeing is there a way for us to
nmove forward on potential renedies on objections that
wer e brought forward, ideas that maybe we haven't thought
of or just a different perspective or understandi ng.
I*'mnot going to be making any final decisions
on the objections during these neetings. You will in the
future be getting final witten responses to every one of
your objections fromne as the reviewing officer. | wll
tell you that over the next three days we do not have
enough tine, even in three days, to touch on all of the
I ssues that were brought forward. But the witten
responses you'll receive, your issues will be addressed
in the witten responses. It will not be point-by-point.
One of the things with the objection process is where the
i ke i ssues, we wll group those on that. |If you get ny
response and you truly can't see where, even through a
groupi ng, your issue was responded to, please |let us know
on that part of it. But I just don't want to set up the
expectation that you're going to see everybody verbatim
or point-by-point. Sone of you may have had two pages of
a letter that cane in through the objections. W had

sone that where a couple hundred pages long. And so to




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ w N -+ O

do that, if you can inagine, it just isn't possible for
us, in atinely manner, that we want to honor your tine
and respond in a tinely manner to go point-by-point from
t hat st andpoi nt.

How we got to the topics on the agenda. So |
have revi ewed objections. | have had a wonderf ul
Interaction with the teamthat Chip introduced and in
working with Chip as the deciding official throughout the
process and definitely with the objections. W also have
what | did at the regional level is pull together an
obj ection review panel of fol ks that had not worked on
the plan. So that included people from other regions.

We had sone fol ks fromthe Washi ngton office hel p us
because as we go through the revision in the region,
there's a | ot of people out of the regional office that
hel ped the Forest as we go through the process.

But | wanted fol ks that had not worked on the
revision to have sone fresh eyes on the objections that
were received and take a hard | ook at the objections at
what was in the record, working with Chip and his teamto
see how we did or did not address the issues that were
br ought forward.

And based on that, there were several of these
topics that are on the agenda over the next three days

where | could really use your hel p and hel pi ng
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clarifying, not restating, your objection but maybe
clarifying the proposed renedies that cane out fromthere
how you, together on the sane topic, may be able to work
together to see if there's ways we could nmaybe renedy or
cone up with a potential resolution to a couple of the
objections. W may or may not be able to. But just
trying to really see how we can nake sure, as | nove
forward in nmy review and ny decision, really have an

i nf ormed deci sion, have the right informati on on the
table. Because as Chip said, the overall intent is to
continue to inprove the decision and the forest plan
noving forward to have as nuch support as we can across
all owners, which is public, |local, regionally,
nationally for how we enjoy the Fl at head Nati onal Forest
fromthat perspective.

And sonme of this as we go through, I"mgoing to
try and ask sonme questions. And again, a lot of it's
just you fol ks working together and havi ng a di al ogue
anongst yoursel ves and sone understandi ng there.

We're not | ooking for consensus. | don't think
consensus -- if we get it, wonderful. But |I'm not
expecting that we're going to cone to consensus on
t hi ngs. Again, because | know that just some of these we
just have sone different values. And so what |I'mtrying

to do, one of ny challenges in ny position is how do |
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take all the different values and the passion and
perspective and nmake an informed decision that tries to
do as best we can to address those and have, |I'l| say
bal ance, but bal ance isn't necessarily equally bal anced.

But a bal anced variety of use of your public | ands that

11

we're just honored and privileged to be able to nmanage on

your behalf here on the Flathead fromthere.

The other thing that | want to nmention is from
t he standpoint of continuing to nove forward in the
tinefrane. | don't have a set date that you're going to
be receiving the witten responses. | will tell you that
the intent is definitely in the near future, and we're
not tal king nonths out fromthat standpoint. Wat | do

want to do i s make sure we have enough tine to do due

diligence. And if there's things that we need to explore

alittle bit nore, nake sure we're putting the time into
t hat process and honor the hard work you guys have done
over the years wiwth the Fl athead Nati onal Forest team on
this revision fromthat.

We have several of you at the table that have
objected. W also have interested parties. And so we
want to be able to have everybody have a voice. @Gnny's
going to help ne with that facilitation fromthat
standpoint. And because we do have limted tinme and we

do on the agenda we need to honor the tine franes on the
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agenda. Because just |i ke nmany of you, you schedul ed
your days. Sone of you are taking tine off work to be
here for certain topics, and we need to honor fromthat
perspective. W have sone fol ks on the phone, so when we
do the introductions, Gnny will help us with the phone.
That's going to be a little bit challenging. So if you
could bear with us, we're going to try and be sure we
don't mss folks on the phone. But we also wanted to
make sure we have as great an opportunity as possible for
folks to participate that were interested fromthat
st andpoi nt .

So I'mgoing to pause there and see are there
questions on the process or the intent, how we got to

where we got to? Just kind of throw that out for folKks.

So here's the other thing. And we'll start it
shortly. 1'mgoing to turn it over to Gnny in a mnute
and then we'll start on the topic. Here's the other

thing that's going to be a little bit tricky and I'm
going to need your help on this. So you'll see through
the next three days various topics. The first one is
tinber. There's a ot of subpoints, a |lot of issues
regardi ng the general heading tinber that canme up. W're
not going to have the opportunity to discuss every single
poi nt that was -- could be categorized as tinber.

There's a couple of them W have a briefing paper that
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| want to focus in on to start the dial ogue and try and
see where we go wth that. You'll have an opportunity,
If there's sonething -- we may not have the opportunity
to have a full dialogue, but if there's sonething that
you want to make sure that |I'maware of, we're going to
try working, wwth G nny's help, to make sure we at | east
have that out on the table fromthat perspective. But

pl ease keep in mnd, I"'mvery famliar and have been

i nvol ved and have read the objections. So | really don't

need, unless there's questions, for a restating of your

objection. I'mreal famliar with that and | have al
the witten objections fromthat standpoint. So it's not
that | need to -- be famliar because | amfamliar from

that. So nothing is not going to be addressed. W just
won't have the chance to do it, necessarily, in these

meeti ngs over the next couple days, every single subpoint

on that.

Geat. So I'mgoing to turn it over to G nny
on alittle bit of the facilitation and then we'll just
dive right in and we'll go wth the flow on that.

MS. TRIBE: So | have about four things |
want to just visit briefly. And | guess | need you to
know that in some ways we wouldn't call you gui nea pigs
but, you know, this is the first one of these

out-of-the-box this norning. So at the end of the hour,

13
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or at eleven o' clock, I'"'malso going to ask you if you
have any observati ons about the process that woul d hel p
us as we go through the three days. So we're sort of
dependi ng on you for that as well on the content issues
that are here, if you wouldn't m nd.

So we just need to do a coupl e things about
| ogistics. | want to make sure that the people who have
standi ng and have filed as objectors for tinber are at
the table as well as interested parties who filed that
way are at the table. 1've spoken with nbost of you about

you're here to observe, you're | ooking at sone other

I ssues, and soneone said | just want to see how this
works. And | said We do too. So we'll check that out as
we go.

The m crophones on the table we may or nay not
need them for the large group. But the court reporter

really needs to hear what you say. And so when you

speak, I'mgoing to ask you to say your nane first, even
i f you're naking a second coment, just so that Banbi
knows.

Banbi, you want to introduce yourself?
THE REPORTER: Not really. |[|'ma freel ance
court reporter here in the Valley.
MS. TRIBE: So she's here as a neutral.

She doesn't work for the Forest Service. I|"m here as a
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neutral. | don't work for the Forest Service. |'mfrom
out of town. So when you speak, if you would say your
nane ahead of tinme, just so we nmake sure that we get it
on the record. | also want the other people in the

audi ence to be able to hear who's speaking. So is that
okay? If it gets sort of roped and ridicul ous, then we
won't have to do it. But we'll do it for a while.

My role here is to nake sure that everybody
gets a chance to participate who's at the table. So the
way this will work is that we'll have a conversati on at
the table. And then if there are interested parties who
have not filed related to this tinber issue and who have
a cooment, if there's tine at the end, we want to be sure
t hat you have an opportunity to do that. Let's say that
we get to one of the other issues later in the day and
we' ve got 50 people in the room that's going to be a
harder thing to do. But I'mgoing to try to do
everything I can to nake sure that who wants to say
sonething at the end gets to do that.

My role is also to kind of keep us focused.
l'"mgoing to try to keep us out of the weeds. |It's not
nmy business, |I'mnot a contest person in these issues.
But for tine's sake, we're going to really try to
concentrate on the larger issues. And |I know t hat Leanne

has sone questions to kind of help you along with that.
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One of the nobst inportant things here today is
t hat the dial ogue occurs between the agency and fol ks who
truly brought those objections to the table but al so how
valuable it would be to see di al ogue between you. It
just helps with the understanding of the issue by fol ks
i ke Chip and Leanne as well as the team nenbers who are

working on the plan. So this is not about, again, it's

not a session for consensus. |It's not a deci sion-naking
session. It's not a session to be a tal king head and
repeat the objection. 1It's really an opportunity to be

able to have sone focused or structured conversation
about the issues that are really inportant to you that
brought you to the table. So I'"'mgoing to try to help
with that.

Qur ground rules would include sone things |ike
I f you've got an el ectronic device turned on, a cel
phone, mne won't interrupt any of you because | still
use one of these. But if you have sonething, you've got
enmail comng, et cetera, or you've got a call, we're
going to ask you to step out in the hall to take care of
that rather than doing it at the table.

|'ve been doing this about thirty years. And I
can say that when people are civil with each other and
t he conversation renains civil, we're nore productive.

So if things did get out of hand and sonebody grabbed a
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mc and started sl appi ng sonebody else with it, | mght
wal k over closely and we'll talk about that. | m ght
wal k over closely and just sort of encourage you to be
civil in the conversation. | nean, nobody in here would
not be civil but just in case that happens to cone up.

The other thing that we want to nmake sure is
that there's a clear understandi ng of what you're trying
to say. And if it doesn't sound like it's clear, and
t hese guys don't hear it clearly, | mght say Wuld you
m nd helping us with that a little bit? Could we ask
sone questions? Just can we sort that out a little bit
so we really know what you're sayi ng?

So once again, we're so happy that you're here.
Do you have any questi ons about ground rul es, anything
like that? You all right? You ready?

Ckay; we picked up tine for tinber just |ike
Antrak, so all right.

M5. MARTEN. Thanks, G nny. One of the

other things | wll add to that is | -- in anything | do
but definitely sitting here today, | amnot going to try
and portray that | aman expert or | know all the detail

on things on this revision. So if we get into dial ogue
and there's things that cone up, | will definitely ask
for Chip or the teanis help or others to help wth that

at times. And if | start m sspeaki ng, whatever, they
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Wil just interrupt ne because |'ve said -- nake sure
that I'mnot m sportraying sonething or if | have a
m sunderstanding that's what | need sone help with. So

don't be surprised if at tines | say Hey, Joe, can you
help ne out with this, or Marsha or sonething al ong those
i nes here.

One of the real advantages of the objection
process that |'ve found throughout ny career over the
several years on several of these is the fact that that
interaction with all of you and with fol ks at the | evel
t hat are naking the decision that work on analysis is
extrenely beneficial to have that continued interaction.
So | did just want to nention that it's not going to be
just nme being a tal king head here, by any neans, and
there will be tinmes that I'Il pull in other people to
just assist with that.

MS. TRIBE: So Leanne and Chip, so that
you're nore confortable wth who's here, maybe we shoul d
hear who's here and what they represent, and we'll al so
go to the phone and see if we've got people that have
called in on this particular issue.

So M. O Neil, would you like to start?

MR ONEIL: I'mJerry ONeil. | represent
nysel f and Montanans for Miultiple Use. And we're

Interested in how the tinber is being harvested on the
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For est .

M5. GERMANN: My nane i s Sonya Ger nann.
I'"'mwith the Montana Departnent of Natural Resources and
Conservation. And we're here just interested to hear the
conversati ons.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you.

MR, MCKENZI E:  |'m Paul McKenzie. |'mthe
| and resource manager for F.H Stoltze Land and Lunber
Conmpany and involved in the process even before Chip got
t he process started. W've been obviously very invested
in the Fl athead Forest. W live and work here and have
sone concerns and voices we'd |ike to say.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.

M5. LAMAR.  |'m Sharon Lamar. |'m a
citizen. | live in the Swan Valley and am a | andowner.
And |'m a conservationi st and have concerns about forest
managenment in the Valley that | live in.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.

DR. GUNDERSON: My nane is Dr. Kari
Gunderson, and | have been a resident of the Swan Vall ey
for four decades. | ama third-generation Mntanan, and
| value ny public lands. | value the managers who have
this difficult, challenging process. But as an Anerican,
I want ny voice heard in regards to all of these issues.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.
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MR. MORROW Brent Mdrrow, Central Swan
Val | ey-Sal non Prairie. 1've been a Montanan since the
early '80s. Owned property in the Salnmon Prairie Valley
area. M famly, great granddad hel ped settl e Bi gfork,
Montana at the turn of the century, so | have a | ot of
past issues that evolve fromny famly. | have a rea
interest in wlderness, increasing wilderness in the Swan
front, expanding that Jewel Basin area and | ess intensive
f orest managenent on the fringe of that w | derness and
wthin the Valley. And 1'd |like to see the Forest
Servi ce manage the Central Swan Vall ey and not have it go
into the Swan Forest Initiative, which is being proposed
where the State would take that over. 1'd like to see
the Forest Service be proactive. So those are sone of ny
I nt erests.
MS. TRI BE: Thank you.
So we have a couple fol ks on the phone.
Tinory, you're going to help nme with this a
little bit.
Are there fol ks who have called in who are
calling in on the tinber issue?
MR. NELSON: This is Pete Nel son, director
of the federal |ands programw th Defenders of Wldlife
I n Bozeman, Montana.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.
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MS. KELLY: H . This is Virginia Kelly,
and l"'malso calling in from Bozeman. And |I'Ill be joined
by Mari ah Leuschen-Lonergan. And we are on the Custer
Gal l atin National Forest on the plan revision team And
so we're observing how the Flathead is conducting the
obj ecti ons neeti ng.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you.

M5. PEEL: | would say | did do a little
wel conme at the beginning if other fol ks are on the phone,
we may have a lot of folks that are calling to listen in
and we very nuch wel cone your input. However, we wll be
asking to just the objectors or interested parties to
speak. And so you're very wel cone, but those wll be the
folks that will be tal king during the objection
resol uti on di scussi ons.

And just a rem nder, please nute your phones
when you are not speaking in order to limt any
background noi se; thank you.

MS. TRIBE: Thanks, Tinory.

M5. MARTEN. So if | could just do a real
qui ck check, 1'll ask Pete Nel son, have you been able to
hear okay as we went around the roomw th introductions?

MR. NELSON: Good norni ng, Leanne.

M5. MARTEN. Good nor ni ng.

MR. NELSON: Yeah, for the nobst part it
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sounds li ke there's peopl e dispersed around the room |
think when the facilitator was talking it was a bit nore
distant. | had to bunp ny volune a little bit to catch

everything that was said. But Leanne and it sounds like
the other folks directly surrounding the mc are com ng

I n | oud and cl ear.

M5. MARTEN. G eat; thank you. And we
coul d use sone help if sonmething changes with that, if
folks can |l et us know we will continue to adjust as best
we can.

MR. NELSON:. WI I do.

M5. TRIBE: And Pete, I'mgoing to try not
to use the mc because we need to use it for folks. So
ny part is not quite as inportant. Banbi wll be able to
hear ne; |I'mright behind her. So t hanks, Leanne, for
checki ng that.

Because we have a snmall group this norning and
we have a little bit of extra tine, I'mgoing to ask the
people in the audience to introduce thensel ves very
qui ckly, just who you are and if you're representing
soneone yourself. W won't do that every tinme with 30 or
40 people in the room But | think it would be a nice
thing, plus it gives us practice.

So do you mnd starting over there?

Thanks, Ti nory.
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MS. LUNDSTRUM  Sarah Lundstrum | work
for the National Parks Conservation Association, but |I'm
al so here representing the Wiitefi sh Range Partnership as
an interested party.

MS. TRI BE: Thank you.

MR. LARSON: John Larson at the base of
Krause Creek, and |I'mjust representing nyself.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you.

MR. HADDON: Dave Haddon, with Headwaters
Mont ana, observer for this norning, objector on the
recommended wi | der ness.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.

M5. ROBI NSON: Any Robi nson, Montana
W | der ness Associ ati on.

MS. TRI BE: Thanks.

MR, GNIADEK: |'m Steve Gni adek, retired
wi |l dlife biologist, and | represent both North Fork
Preservation Associ ati on and nysel f.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.

MR SIMPSON: Good norning. |'m Neil
Simpson, | work for the Departnent of Natural Resources
and Conservati on.

MS. TRI BE: Thanks.

M5. MCKAY: Kathy MKay from Kali spel |

observi ng today.
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M5. TRIBE: Thank you.

MR. ANDERSON: M ke Anderson representing
t he WI derness Society.

MS. TRI BE: Thank you.

MR. KASNER: Good norning. Chet Kasner,
Forest Service, just observing the neeting today.

MS. TRIBE: Thanks.

FROM THE FLOOR: Jody Freud, and I"'mw th
t he Forest Service as well.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you. W have a couple
peopl e hiding back there in the corner.

MR. CARLIN. Good norning. Rob Carlin, I’
a Forest staff officer here for the Fl athead Nati onal
Forest, the resources planning and fire prograns.

M5. TURK: Janette Turk with the Nati onal
Forest public affairs officer.

MS. TRI BE: Thank you.

M5. ALLEN. H . I'mStacy Allen. 1'mthe
witer/editor for the Fl athead Forest Service team

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.

Leanne, | hope you didn't mnd that extra tine.

MS. MARTEN: No, that was great. Again,
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wel cone everyone, and wel cone to everyone on the phone as

wel | .

So we're going to junp right into tinber now
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And what we have for folks that are here in the
room-- and | need to ask a logistical question for the
bri efing papers for the folks on the phone. Wre they
posted on the briefing papers? Can we do that? Can we
post like the one for tinber so the fol ks on the phone
can pull that up and have that for during the discussion,
the objections and interested parties? M apologies. It
just dawned on ne for the fol ks on the phone what we have
for a handout this norning. And we'll have to renenber
that for the other topics to nake sure we have it in a
way that fol ks participating via the phone will have
t hose as wel | .

M5. TRIBE: And everyone el se got them

M5. MARTEN. Everyone else got them So ny
apol ogies for folks joining us on the phone. So we'll
correct that.

As we're doing that and as it's com ng, what
these are, the briefing paper on tinber the fol ks have in
front of them we put these together just as a starting
point to kick off the dialogue. And that's all they're
really meant for. They're not neant to be the nth degree
and have everything in there. But we thought it would be
hel pful as we go through the different topics over the
next couple of days to have a starting point. So |I'm not

going to read everything that's in the briefing paper.
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What | thought I'd do to start this out, and
you guys can tell ne if this is working or not, is |'l|
summari ze ny brief understanding of one portion of the
timber issue that we want to start with as shown in this
bri efing paper, the proposed renedy that was brought to
us that |1've been taking a really hard | ook at, sone of
ny thoughts, ny initial thoughts that |I'm considering on
that renedy, and then |I really want to have your folks's
t hought s and sone di al ogue on what you think of that, how
it's sitting, things that | may not be aware of or
considering fromthat perspective.

So one aspect of the tinber issue, and this is
just one part of it that I want to start with this
norning and try and get sone help fromyou all, was
regardi ng the potential tinber sale quality, PTSQ and
t he potential wood sale quantity, PWsQ And |I'mgoing to
try not to be just an acronym person here. So if | say
an acronymand | don't spell it out, sonebody call ne on
that. And if | don't knowit, that's why |I have people
to help nme on this. But it's how that was di scl osed and
di spl ayed.

So part of the 2012 planning rule that this
forest plan is being revised under, part of that rule
requires us to show the PTSQ PWSQ within our -- and |I'm

going to use the term "constrai ned budget,” w thin our
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budget capacity -- and use that as a starting point. So
we use the trends over the | ast couple years on what the
aver age budget for the Fl athead Nati onal Forest has been
and use that when we're doing sone of the nodeling and
sone of the ways that we were hel ping to discl ose an
anal ysis regarding potential tinber sale quantity and
potential wood sale quantity in the EIS analysis and the
f orest pl an.

Sonme of the input that we got and the
obj ecti ons has been how that may put -- and this is ny
wor di ng, how that may put a false ceiling or a false
m ni mumon what is really needed out there for the
resources. So the desire in the proposed renedy is
actually not changi ng what we said coul d be done and what
woul d be done froma tinber perspective and how we
measure that, but actually also disclosing if we were not
constrai ned by a fiscal budget, what could be the
possibilities of the activity on the ground and the
resulting, in this case, tinber volume, potential tinber
sale quantity and potential wood sale quantity. And what
you'll see on the back page there is sone potenti al
wordi ng for some objections -- objectives in the forest
pl an that woul d add sone | anguage al ong those |ines from
t here.

So when | took a |look at this, you know, on the
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one hand, ny first thought was That seens reasonabl e.
Because what is being worded there isn't sonething that

isn't disclosed el sewhere in the EIS or in the forest

plan. It's information that's already been in there and
that you folks are all aware of. So it's not changi ng
that. |It's sinply changi ng nmaybe the | ocation where it's

bei ng worded and where it's being displayed. However,
here is a little bit of the nuance that | have to work
wthin and then I'll nove forward. Based on the rule and
the directives for the rule for objectives in the forest
pl an, | have to have those where they are within that
fiscal capacity. So for ne to put sonmething in an
obj ective that tal ks about the nonconstrained, | don't
have that flexibility to do it right there.

So what | was considering and what | wanted to
put out there to see what fol ks thought about and open
t he di al ogue, is not having as worded exactly in the
objective but to put a footnote so it's bringing that
I nformation forward, that shoul d we have ot her
opportunities such as -- and I'mgoing to bring up and
nost folks in here | know have been extrenely involved in
pl anning and in projects. But we have authorities under
the 2014 Farm Bill such as good nei ghbor authority.

We have other efficiencies as an agency that

we' re wor king on through our environnental analysis and
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deci sion making. W've had round tables and | think
several of you, because | recogni ze and know many of you,
have been involved in those discussions. So we have
other efficiencies that we're working on that could, that
may not be the fiscal side, but have other efficiencies
t hat coul d nove us towards restorati on work including
timber, vegetation restoration work and others as we've
disclosed in the EIS. So I'mtrying to get at naybe as a
f oot note maybe put in sone wording fromthat perspective
soit's alittle bit nore up front and clear to fol ks
t hat are readi ng the docunents versus in the objective
portion of it.
So I'mgoing to pause there and see if there's

just even questions on that but also that's where |I'd
li ke to start opening a dial ogue on how does t hat
resonate? How does that sound to folks? Does it start
to neet sone of the fol ks that propose the renedy or
fol ks that may have just even concerns with even a renedy
along those lines? 1'll just throw that out there.

M5. TRIBE: Paul, do you want to give it a
shot ?

MR. MCKENZIE: Sure. Do | need to use the
m cr ophone or can you hear ne just fine?

MS5. TRIBE: | think we can hear.

Pet e, can you hear Paul speaking?
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MR. NELSON: Yeah, he was comng in pretty
good right there.
MS. MARTEN: Pete, you're ny guinea pig
t oday; sorry.
Go for it, Paul.
MR MCKENZIE: It sounds |like you have a
very good understandi ng of our concern. One thing we've

| earned over tinme is this is a primary basis of our
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objection is that nunbers of forest plans matter. And we

have to be very careful that we don't have unattended

consequences of what could be perceived as limts or

perceived as targets that are in a forest plan that could

cone back to bite us in the future. And that's our
primary concern. This is an issue that we brought up
across all objectives, not just the tinber objective.

W feel strongly that the plan needs to state

what needs to be done to neet the demands of the | and and

t he denands of society. W understand the requirenents
wWthin the rule to disclose objectives that are within a
reasonabl e budget. At the sanme point in tine we don't
see that as the only opportunity to not disclose what
acconpl i shments should be. That doesn't make any
difference if it's tinber or trail mles or what have
you. So we could file a whole bunch of objectives -- or

obj ections on these nunbers that are simlarly set
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t hroughout the plan. W chose to focus on this one
because it's nost directly inpactive to us in our folKks
that are interested in this issue.

So the issue is, | think it's inportant to
disclose that this is not alimt, that this is a
reasonabl e expectati on based on past budgets. | think
your proposed remedy mght be sufficient. | think it has
to be very strongly worded, though, in that it's not just
a footnote but that it's maybe consi dered part of the
text that's in the precursor, the discussion of the oh,
you know, |eading up to the Forest vegetation tinber
el enent of the plan where you tal k about the sustai ned
yield limt. You know, that nunber is in there, up
there. Maybe there is another place where it's alittle
nmore inpactful. | still feel that the objective could be
witten in such a way that it still conplied with the
rul e and that disclosed what the budget constrai ned
nunmber projection is but clearly, you know, disclose that
t he objective of the Forest needs to be higher.

| appreciate the planning team s participation
in this and the fact that they did the initial analysis.
| think burying it in the EISis a mstake. | think we
need to give that nunber for the alternative likely to be
chosen in the forest plan so we can clearly state to

sonebody that | ooks at this twenty years fromnow that's
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not in this roomthat the intent was not tolimt us to
this nunber at 27, 26 or whatever it is as the PTSQ but
that that was a projection based on budgets. And |ike
you referenced, there's a | ot of reason to expect that
t hose budgets will change or those constraints wll
change noving ahead. So that's our concern. | don't

know that a footnote would suffice to address our i ssue,

32

but we would be open to |looking at it including somewhere

else within the actual |anguage of the forest plan that
clearly discloses that. | still think the objective is
the right place for it, if we could can find a way to do
bot h.

M5. MARTEN. So if | could ask a foll ow up
question to that, and then | definitely want to hear
other voices in the room You nentioned nore than
ti nber, understandi ng why you chose that one in your
objection. And thank you for not filing hundreds of
pages for the other parts. Appreciate that. So can you
hel p ne understand how it would | ook to you beyond the
timber, the bigger picture? Do you have an idea how t hat
would ook in a preanble to the forest plan or -- |I'm
t hi nking nore than the tinber. Because |like you said,
you know, we've got ranges and stuff w th other
resour ces.

MR. MCKENZIE: Sure. So in general on all
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other issues, we have a desire to conditions that you're
trying to work towards. You have a known pace and scal e
that you' d like to see in order to neet those future
conditions. | think it's inportant to disclose what the
rate of action would be, no matter what the issue is,

li ke | say, whether it's tinber or acres of fuel
managenent or mles of trail maintenance. | think it's

I mportant to disclose what it should be in order to reach
the desired future condition. Then in your objection or
sonewhere el se you can say that based on current and past
budget, here's what we're reasonably able to achieve.

The forest plan is to lay out a map as far as
where we'd li ke to be. And can do things, whether it be
t hrough political action or through funding or these
different partnerships, in order to achieve these higher
| evel s of achievenment. But if you set the bar too | ow,
then there's very little opportunity for us to get to
where we need to be. So | guess that's our concern.

W don't want to set the bar too | ow based on
the past. W all know the past is not where we want to
be in the future. So how do we set up a plan that all ows
us to get to where we want to be in the future and still
comply with the planning rule? That's the chall enge.

And we' ve been bringing this issue up with the pl anning

rul e since day one, you know, and we --
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M5. MARTEN. Yeah, I'mvery famliar wth
t hat too.

MR, MCKENZI E: -- haven't made a | ot of
progress. But it makes sense as a | and nmanager nyself, |
don't wite ny plans based on what ny current budget is.

I wite ny plan based on the | and use and what the
society needs. And then | figure out how to get a budget
and a process to get there. That's how we see the plan
shoul d be.

MS. MARTEN: Appreciate that. And you
brought up a point that I'll just nention. You know,
there's several objections as part of this one and sone
others over the next couple days that I'mvery famliar
wth the rule and the history there. And there's just
sone di sagreenent even on the 2012 planning rule. And I
totally respect that. What I'mtrying to do is |I don't
have the authority to do anything but the 2012 plan rule
other than | have to adhere to it. But figuring out,
agai n, where we have sone flexibility where we m ght be
able to neet sone of the needs to that you all are asking
us to neet. And if not, | want to be up front where I
cannot. And you nmay have a different interpretation, and
| respect that, but | just don't want to set up false
expect ati ons about that.

Curi ous about what others' thoughts are.
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M5. TRIBE: So again, what Paul is saying
Is that he would |Ii ke sone witten description of what's
possible within certain kinds of -- absent certain kinds
of restraint. And in response to Leanne's question, in a
broad sense, that would be a concept that you woul d be
confortable with presented in the beginning of the plan
that took in all the resources. Now, that hel ps others
think about is that a concept? |s that sonething that
woul d be useful in the eyes above us? Leanne is asking
for comments on that. Should it be presented in a way
that if, absent certain constraints, this is what would
be possi bl e?

Kari, any conments?

DR. GUNDERSON: | think, Paul, you've nade
sone good points. The thing that keeps ne up nights is
t he uncertainty of managenent due to clinate change. And
we use these buzz words, "adaptive managenent,"” which
suggests we have to have flexibility over tine. WIldlife
travel corridors may change because of climte change.
And so | don't have a solution to that, but it's kind of
a doubl e- edged sword of the uncertainty in planning. |
know you want nore definition, but we also need to
recogni ze the uncertainty of what climte change is going
to bring.

M5. MARTEN. So Kari, do you have a thought
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froma standpoint of -- you're right. Natural resource
managenent isn't static by any neans, for a variety of
reasons. But |'m wondering, do you know, do you have any
t houghts on, as we're presenting in the plan fromthat
standpoint, a way to be nore clear? O is there
sonet hi ng el se, again maybe in the wordi ng or whatever,
that you're seeing that we mss on trying to just paint
that picture that it isn't static when it conmes to
natural resources and clinate change nay be just one part
of the reason?

DR. GUNDERSON: Well, | just encourage you
to utilize the scientists that are on board at the Rocky
Mountain Research Station. There are the experts there.
They have vol unes of research on these, the effects of
climate change, both as evident today and then
pr oj ecti ons.

MS. MARTEN:. Sure; thanks.

MR MCKENZIE: | think what |'m proposing
Is actually very nuch in line wth what you're
presenting, is that we're trying to i ncrease the anount
of flexibility we have in the plan and not constrain
oursel ves up or down with flexibility. W all know the
current plan is a product going to be 54 mllion feet a
year. W haven't hit 54 mllion feet in ny period of

time in twenty-five years here in the Flathead Vall ey.
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We under st and t hat. But if that nunber was in the

current plan set at 27 mllion we wouldn't be at the 30
mllion feet we are today. That's what | want to try to
avoi d.

| agree with the concept of flexibility.
That's what we're trying to achieve here is to provide
the Forest nore flexibility and not unduly constrain it
in the plan.

M5. GERVMANN:  Sonya Gernmann wi th Montana

DNRC. And just to bring a little bit nore information
and, Leanne, you nentioned this too. So DNRC, we are a
cl ose partner of the Forest Service and specifically the
FI at head Nati onal Forest. And together, cooperatively,
we' re taking advantage of sone of those authorities in
the 2014 FarmBill, one of those being the Good Nei ghbor
Authority. And in that light, 1'd be excited to talk,
off line, about the potential of the Good Nei ghbor
Aut hority, not just for tinber but for all the
restoration objectives that are nentioned in the plan,
outlined in the plan, and that | think a |ot of us could
get behi nd.

And for a lot of the reasons that Paul is
tal ki ng about, we woul d be supportive of a renedy that
woul d delineate the potential for all the various

resources in addition to tinber. But being very specific
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on what that potential or if the budgets were not
constrai ned, what nunber, you know, nunber of road ml es,
nunber of board feet that could potentially take off the
forest. Because there is the potential, with sone of
t hese current and perhaps new authorities, that we could
be doing nore than what it would be constrai ned by
current budgets. So -- and that doesn't just include
timber, that includes many other restoration objectives
t 0o.

So | think DNRC, from our perspective, we would

be very supportive of a renedy if it was to be in the
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preanbl e or whatever that would be. But | would al so say

I woul d support Paul's notion that maki ng sure that
you're putting it in the right place so you can actually
t ake advantage of that and you're not burying it
sonmewhere where it wouldn't be possible to actually go
above what you're constrai ned by budget.

M5. TRIBE: So Sonya, how woul d you then
build the business of -- budget certainly can be a

constraint -- but clinate change may be as well. How

woul d you build that in in terns of Kari's fit in? Were

woul d climate change fit in?
MS. MARTEN. This is where Sonya | ooks at
nme and says Better you than ne.

MS. TRl BE: | wanted the two of themto
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t al k.

MS. GERVANN:  From what | understand, the
Fl at head Nati onal Forest took into consideration climte
change in their analysis. So | think that has been
t horoughly vetted in the process too. So | guess that's
what | would say. But just making sure that via all of
t hese various resources that you m ght have a particul ar
goal that you want to reach where you're not constrained
by budgets. Just specifying the clear objectives that
could potentially reach.

MS. MARTEN: So |I'mgoing to just nake sure
we aren't mssing -- and | know, Pete, you were actually
an objector/interested party on this topic as well. So
was there anything that you wanted to nake sure you
voiced in the roomat this tine?

MR. NELSON: Thank you. Well, it's a very
I nteresting discussion. You know, this is sonething
that, Leanne, you know t he Federal Advisory Conmittee on
forest planning tal ked about over the years.
Particularly on the PTSQ i ssue but al so on ot her
budget-rel ated matters for other types of objectives, you
know, this has been a tricky issue. And | think all the
comrent ors have nade excel |l ent points.

You know, there is this matter of objectives do

have the ability to drive budgets because you are going
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to seek to fulfill those objectives. So objectives are
very inportant in that regard. And so | think it's
i nportant not only to |l ook at the PTSQ i ssue but ot her

obj ectives, as sone of the other speakers have nenti oned,

because those -- whatever those objectives are set at
actually may have the ability to actually fulfill them
and the Forest wll have to nmake choi ces over investnents

and certain tines of objectives.

So for that reason, there's probably a
principle of fairness and equity here to offer that sane
caveat or asterisk or footnote, Leanne, as you nentioned
across different types of objectives. Because | think
the issue transcends the PTSQ issue. But | do note the
I ssue there, and | think the Forest may want to | ook at
sone of the work that canme out of the Federal Advisory
Commttee on this issue. | think nmaybe sone
recomrendati ons were offered in that regard. 1'd have to
go back and | ook at our work. But it's a really good
di scussion, and | think it sounds like we're on the right
track.

MS. MARTEN: Thank you, Pete. And Banbi
that's Peter Nel son, Defenders of WIldlife.

MS. TRIBE: So Leanne, we have -- we're
apol ogi zing to the two of you. W got finished a little

bit early with the preview stuff and we decided to use
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the tine, and you probably thought we were starting at
10: 00 on the timer discussion, so apologies. So would
you m nd i ntroduci ng yoursel ves and who you represent,
and then we'll just fold you into the conversation, if
that's all right.

MR. HANSEN: John Hansen. |I'mwth the
Mont ana Loggi ng Associ ati on.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you.
ANDERSON:  Ron Anderson, Swan Vall ey.
TRI BE: Thank you.

5 B 3

MARTEN: So | will summarize rea
briefly sone of the dialogue to date. And we're right in
the mddle of it, so welcone your input. The briefing
paper that you picked up when you wal ked in sunmari zes
the issue that we're discussing right now And there
were potential renedi es there brought forward. |
menti oned with those renedies one of the things I'm
considering is versus in the objectives because of sone
of the wording of the 2012 plan rule doing sone kind of
footnote to clarify if, wthout a budget constraint, what
we potentially could do when it cones to the tinber side.
And then the dialogue has centered around it's nore than
just tinmber.

Ti rber was the one thing that was brought

forward, but should we have other efficiencies, other
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authorities, other neans, fiscal being a part of it? W
want to nmake sure what |I'mhearing fromthe group is rea
clarity that we aren't constrained by certain nunbers and
that we truly are building in sone of the adaptive, |
think you said, Kari, the adaptive managenent when you
have t hings, because natural resources is not static on
that. But how you do that and how you keep it where you
are doi ng sone analysis disclosing it and not having it
be so wide that it just doesn't nake any sense is sone of
t he chall enges and one of the things that we're working
on fromthat.

So one of the things that I"mhearing is, |
don't have all the wordi ng worked out, but |I'm hearing a
couple things that so far the dial ogue, and you guys tel
me if I'"'mmshearing or msrepresenting this, please, is
clarifying and having further clarity on really what it
means to have the budget constraint, |I'mthinking all
resources versus a nonconstraint. Just really clarifying
What does that nmean or not nean? And as we've done the

anal ysis and disclosing things in the Fl athead forest

pl an where that fits in. And that could be -- 1've heard
a couple -- | threw out just the consideration of a
footnote. 1've heard in the preanble. Really, the thene

has been Don't bury it. Have it right up front where

twenty years fromnow where it's not nme sitting here or
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Chip sitting here, although naybe Chip will be here
twenty years fromnow -- Chip's shaking his head, for

t hose on the phone -- will be able to follow the
rationale and logic. So you know, record of deci sion,
preanbl e, you know, places that it's not so buried that
as plans go on, people |ose the intent.

Ti rber being a key one. W've nmentioned this
Is sonething fromthe rule fromday one. Pete, you
mentioned that the factor commttee for the planning rule
nationally has had this discussion for nany years. And
yes, I'mvery famliar with those through previous roles
wth that commttee. And so | clarified before you
gentlenmen canme in that | don't have the authority,
obvi ously, to change the rule by I"'mtrying to figure out
the interpretati on and how we can work within those
si deboards from that perspective. |'mgoing to see does
t hat have, at least for the fol ks that have been part of
t he di al ogue and brought voice so far, am!|
m srepresenting, mshearing? D d | say sonething there
t hat sounded off base to you all?

And then | would just invite, if there's
anything else just with that. That's the quick summary
of where we're at so far on that portion of it. |If
there's sonmething else you'd like to voice at this tine

or questions you may have at this tine. And | see we had
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anot her gentlenman join us here at the table.
Coul d you introduce yourself please, sir?
MR. RI CHARDSON. M/ nane's Jared
Ri chardson. |'mw th Wyer haeuser.
MS. MARTEN: Thank you.
No? No? Ckay.
So go ahead, Jerry.
MR ONEIL: I'mJerry ONeil. | don't see
ny objection in the summary here on the tinber plan.
I think we have a duty, a mandate, under the
Nat i onal Environnental Protection Act of Endangered
Species in order to do what we can to protect themwth
our logging practices in the Fl athead Nati onal Forest.
We've got the glaciers nelting. W' ve got the pike
they're worried about. W've got the lynx. W' ve got
the bull trout. W can do logging in such a way to cause
gl obal cooling rather than global warmng. | submtted a
scientific paper fromthe effects of boreal forest
vegetati on on gl obal clinmate.
One way to look at it, you |l ook at the
Wi tefi sh Range, you' ve got |ike clear-cuts where the ski
slope is, and then you've got selective harvest on there
where you can see the snow from Kalispell or from
Colunmbia Falls. And then you've got tinber that is tight

where you have in the wintertinme you have dark overstory
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which is with no snowon it. Wen you have a tight
overstory, the snow falls on those trees and it
evaporates back into the environnent rather than cones to
t he ground. And therefore, the sun hits those trees and
warns up the air rather than goes down to the ground and
hits that snow and refl ects back up i nto space.

In order to cause gl obal cooling, | believe
we're going to have to at | east doubl e our forest harvest
because we're not harvesting enough to keep the trees
open enough to |l et the sunshine onto the ground. It wll
also do a benefit of it will have nore water in our
rivers and | akes and protect the bull trout better. But
right now we're not harvesting enough in order to cause
gl obal cooling. And | think we need to do that.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you, Jerry. So |'m
wonderi ng when you filed your objection, did the
information that you just stated, did it cone with your
obj ecti on?

MR O NEIL: Yes, it did.

M5. TRIBE: | just wanted to make sure the
Forest Service had that information; thank you.

M5. MARTEN:  Yes.

MS5. TRIBE: O her comments?

M5. MARTEN. And as Jerry just opened up,

we do have sone tine. So as | nentioned, there were
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ot her issues underneath the bigger title, |lack of better
term of tinber. So if there's other things at this
tine, just like M. O Neil just brought up, that we want
to make sure by all neans, please, feel free to voice
that. And if not, and we get done a little bit early,
that's okay too. W'Il| take a little bit | onger break
and then we'll nove on. | think jobs and econony wll be
the next topic, which I think sone of you are part of
that as well. But we do have sone tine, so if there's
just anything el se.

M5. TRIBE: So will you, please, go right
ahead. So she asked ne to say your first nane. It wll
hel p her a | ot.

M5. LAMAR  So Sharon from Swan Valley. M
concern as a | andowner in Swan Valley and a public | and
user is the values of the Forest beyond the dollar sign.
And | don't -- I"'mnot well versed in the budget and any
of the increments that you speak of. But | do know the
val ue of the Forest in other terns than just the nonetary
value. So that's ny viewpoint. And that | can speak to.
| can't speak to any of the other issues that you spoke
of .

You know, when | comented, | was in favor of
the alternative C because it was a noderate, | just say

|l ogging. | think the term nol ogy was "vegetati on
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managenent." But when the plan canme out, it was
I ntensi ve | oggi ng throughout all of Swan Valley. It
appears to ne there m ght have been one little color that
was different. But you know, a |lot of the
checkerboard -- it used to be a checkerboard pattern,
Pl um Creek tinber and before that Burlington Northern
were the owners of those |lands. And they' ve al ready been
intensively logged. And I'msitting here next to ny
nei ghbor who is a | ogger, Kvande. And Kvande has | ogged
on our property. And it's not like |I'm against | ogging.
I understand the need for it. W had pine beetle
I nfestation and our trees needed to be taken care of.
But our | and borders what is now Forest Service |and, and
so we are neighbors. And |I've seen how i ntensively
| ogged that area has been nanaged by the previous owner.
And | don't understand why it's classified to be
I ntensi vely | ogged when it's already been intensively
| ogged. And this plan extends for twenty years; am |l
correct?
M5. MARTEN. Fifteen to twenty.
MS. LAMAR Fifteen to twenty, thereabouts.
And as a | ayperson, not an expert in any manner or form
| don't understand why that is proposed to be nanaged
that way. Anyway, that's basically what | wanted to say.
MS. TRIBE: Thank you, Sharon.
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M5. MARTEN. So Sharon, there's a couple
things I'lIl say to that. The first is thank you.
Because | think your perspective, just |ike everybody
else's, is very valid. And we all see things through
different lenses. So that's where | really appreciate
t he voi cing of that.

When it conmes to Swan Valley and the different
managenent areas and the different proposed desi gnations
in Chip's draft decision varies on the intensive | ogging,
|'ve been out there. | can't speak to every single one
of those. But this is where |I'mgoing to take advant age
of if Joe or soneone fromthe team in a general sense,
maybe wants to tal k about howa little bit -- or
Chip -- on the different |evels and how sone of those,
just some of the thought process. Not if it's right or
wrong, but nmaybe sone of the thought process to answer
Sharon's question, if | could. Joe, or Heidi, maybe you

coul d.

48

M5. TRIBE: You want to cone up, nmaybe grab

the mc.

MS5. MARTEN: We're going to have Heidi from

t he team cone up.
M5. TRECHSEL: My nane's Heidi Trechsel,
and 1'll try and help you to understand a little nore.

Is this on? First of all, I'lIl just say that there's a
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reason it's called vegetati on nanagenent in there,
because it's not just tinber harvest that it's talking

about. And | understand from your perspective that you

see it's pretty heavily | ogged now, but you -- and so
you' re wondering how can you be still intensively | ogging
it?

Well, first of all, i1t's a nanagenent area

desi gnation, which neans it's kind of a long-term
expect ati on based on the underlying values of the | and.
In that case it's in a -- there's needs for fuel
managenment. There's needs for thinning. There's needs
for a variety of kinds of treatnments to deal wth sonme of
the priorities that we are anticipating to need on those
| ands. So that's -- we try to -- you're tal king 6c,
which is the noderate, mediumintensity tinber nanagenent
and then -- or high intensity; I"'msorry. 1'mgetting a
little flustered.

And then we have 6b, which is the medi um
Intensity tinmber nanagenent. So in the decision, and
Chip can talk a little nore about this, we did -- or he
did choose to do areas across the Forest that were in the
w | dl and-urban interface as a nore high-intensity
veget ati on managenent focus.

Now, that doesn't nean that we're going to go

out there and wlly-nilly just harvest wherever or treat
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veget ati on wherever it -- for no good reason. W still
have all the forest plan standards and gui deli nes and
direction is the sane on both of those. So it's a
site-specifically inplenented type of approach. So in
case of the area next to your property, for exanple, it's
al ready, you know, has had sone treatnent. There may be
sone thinning needed. Wo knows? That nmay be sonet hi ng
chosen to do. But it's a long-termkind of | ook at the
managenent of that ground. And I'll kind of stop there
because | don't know if that made a whol e | ot of sense.
If you have any questi ons.

M5. MARTEN. The one thing that I'IlIl just
add, and this is for | think folks are aware of this.
But the forest plan is -- we use the term "programmtic."
It's the big picture. For instance, if there's a
proposal to do any kind of vegetati on nmanagenent,
| oggi ng, however you want to word it next to your

property, it will go through site-specific Nationa

Envi ronnental Policy Act analysis that wll engage the
public all throughout that collaborative effort. So you
wi || have a voice on anything along those |ines through

the inplenentation. So it isn't that you would not be
sitting at the table having a voice and you will be a
part of that coll aborative process for anythi ng being

proposed. And that's true with any nmanagenent. That
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could be trails work across the resources. |'mjust
referring to logging in this case fromthat standpoint.
And as Heidi was saying, not that it's perfect
or that we got everything right by any neans, but it's
one of those we're trying to look fifteen, twenty years
out and antici pate sone of the dynam cs of natural
resources, sone of the needs across all the resource
areas was the intent for part of it. So that's just kind
of the bigger picture. That doesn't nean you have to
agree with that or still like it. I'mnot trying to
change where you're at but just trying to answer sone of
t he thought process and sone of the things the team
| ooked at as Hei di summari zed.

M5. TRIBE: So Heidi, when you tal k about
priorities, the reason, the rational e behind deciding
sonething in a particular area, Chip, do you want to talk
about those a little bit?

MR. WEBER:  Yeah, Leanne stole all ny
t hunder on this last one. But really, we would cone in
and | ook at an area, and there m ght not be any tinber
harvest that occurs on that particular set of acres. But
t he veg nmanagenent is a broader topic, |ike Heidi was
saying. And so we -- we nmight have w | dl and- ur ban
interface fuels treatnents or sone of these other things

that we would do. It really depends on the stage of the
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devel opnent and the condition of an individual place on
the ground. And that's why we do the project-Ievel
pl anni ng that Leanne was tal ki ng about and why we engage
hopefully in a coll aborative setting that we engage
t hrough our formal processes as well as our coll aborative
processes, | andowners |i ke yourself, neighbors, all the
nei ghbors at | east have the opportunity to engage.

So | want to be sure when you were saying this
t hat you got that distinction between what we do with the
forest plan in terns of if you think of it sort of like
zoni ng the Forest and setting expectations for where it
would be within the forest plan. Were product |evel
pl anning i s anot her opportunity for engagenent on really
specifically what we want to do with any individual acre
or mle road or streamout there, those kinds of things.
So are you understandi ng that?

MS. LAMAR | understand that. |[It's just
t hose broader terns | ead soneone to believe that there's
going to be intensive nmanagenent. | nean, that's -- it's
probably all semantics, | suppose.

MR WEBER Well, at a scale of the Forest,
it allows us to sort of nobdel outcones around and outputs
around t hose expectations for managenent. And so that's
t he val ue of having that broader term Those zoni ng

areas she nentioned, the nunbers for an area. So people
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can sort of expect what mght -- what it mght |ook Iike
in the long-term But we don't treat every acre of the
Forest within the life span of this twenty years or so of
the plan. W treat the ones that neet the needs for
getting to a desired future condition on that tineline.

M5. TRIBE: So Sharon, are you saying that
when you see the description of a particul ar nanagenent
area, that nmakes you nervous?

M5. LAMAR.  Whien the whole valley is --

mean it says "intensively managed."” And in ny viewpoint
as a citizen, you know, I'ma resident, that's ny
pl ayground, | |ive and use the |and and appreciate public

| ands and value themgreatly, it is worrisonme that it is
I ntensi vel y managed. And your whole Forest isn't
I nt ensi vel y managed.

And the Swan Vall ey has one of the nost
bi ol ogi cally di verse areas on your Forest. And | hope
you take all of that into great consideration. Because
people like nyself, and I'm not the only one, we val ue
our public | ands and we hope that -- we understand you're
managi ng for many uses, not just for the dollar, the
dol lar value. And | understand people make a |living on
the Forest. | have no problemwith that. | have no
problemw th | oggi ng. But when you say intensive for the

Valley wwde, it raises red flags. |It's a concern. And
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bei ng --

M5. TRIBE: That gives you a nessage.

M5. LAMAR -- you know, |'m not an expert
in anything related to tinber, but | know what | val ue

and | know the value of wldlife and the Forest,
et cetera, and so on and so forth.

M5. MARTEN. Wbnderful ; thank you.

M5. TRIBE: You had your hand up.

MR O NEIL: Jerry ONeil. A question for
Hei di or Chip. In your priorities on your Forest
managenent i s increasing the al bedo effect in order to
noderate gl obal warmng or to mtigate gl obal warm ng and
make it | ower to cause global cooling, is that one of
your priorities in managenent of the Forest when you do
| oggi ng or what ever?

MR. WEBER: So we | ooked at all kinds of
factors around climte change, other disturbances and
| ooked at ways to try to create a resilient Forest that
would be with all of those disturbances including clinate
change woul d mai ntain healthy Forest and ecosystens and
functions. | don't know, | would ask maybe the team if
any of them | ooked specifically at what Jerry's asking
about. But we cast sort of a broad net around the
condi tions that would be out there for all kinds of

ecosystem functions like wildlife habitats, how fire
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behaves on a | andscape. So we | ooked broadly at those

things. | don't know, Pat or -- whether there was work
done around on the watershed end of things around what

Jerry's describing or not. But we certainly | ooked at

the effect of that on cold water environnents |ike you

were referring to earlier, those kinds of things.

MR. VAN EI MEREN: Pat Van Ei neren,
fisheries biologist. W |ooked at gl obal warmng in
terns of what we predict fromthe | atest science with
increasing fall rain events, rain on stormevents, and so
forth and what that m ght do for, | guess, larger flash
floods |like we saw in 2011 in Goi ng-To-The-Sun Road w th
multiple mllions of dollars of damage, those type of
events, as well as increase in water tenperatures for our
fish habitat and watersheds and consi dered that in our
analysis for trying to aneliorate that or prepare for
t hat t hrough our conservati on wat er shed.

MR. ONEIL: D d you consider albedo
effect?

MR. VAN EI MEREN: No, | did not consider
t hat .

MR, O NEIL: Wuld you do that in the
future, please?

MR. VAN El MEREN. W coul d, yep.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.
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If it'"s all right, I1'd Iike to ask you, Sharon,
did you have any i deas about the | anguage? What | heard
I's a managenent area is applied. There's a description
of a managenent area, but it's at the programmatic |evel.
But then they explained at the next |evel, should a
project occur in there, there will be another process for
that. Do you have any ideas about how | anguage coul d be
I mproved to explain that in the forest plan so people
understand that? Because | think you've been really
clear on the business of it scares you to think about
I nt ensi ve nmanagenent applied right there.

M5. LAMAR Again, |I'ma |ayperson --

M5. TRIBE: That's all right. Help the
| ayper son.

M5. LAMAR -- so | don't have all the
term nol ogy that everyone el se has. But | understand
that there are honeowners in the Valley. And of course,
with our forest fire danger you want to have sone
mtigation. | don't have a problemwth that. But naybe
there are wi de swat hs of our Valley that are not
popul ated. | nean, there are no hones in those areas. |
mean, in ny mnd, those could be nanaged differently. |
mean, the fire mtigation, in nmy m nd, would happen
around the hones. And that nakes perfect sense to ne.

So | don't have a map in front of me, but | think we all
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know there are just wi de swaths of Forest. And hopefully
t hey can be nmanaged differently than the | and that
surrounds the hones. Does that nmake sense?

MS. TRI BE: Thank you.

MS. MARTEN: Appreciate it; thanks.

MR O NEIL: | have a question for Sharon
Woul d you be wlling to consider higher |evel of
managenent, nore logging if it was shown to protect the
endangered species by contributing to gl obal cooling?

MS. LAMAR | don't understand any of that
t hat you tal ked about, so I can't comment.

MR ONEIL: I'Il try to explain it to you

M5. TRIBE: Well, Jerry, | also want to see
If there are other people that have comments that haven't
spoken yet. So can | ask you to wait for just a mnute
bef ore we get into that again?

MR, O NEIL: Sure.

M5. TRIBE: Are there other people at the
tabl e who want to have conversati on about one of the
I ssues in your objections? And | know you cane in a
little bit |late, and that was our fault because we
started early. But do you have anythi ng you want ed
to....

MR, RICHARDSON: Well, | didn't file an

obj ection during the objection period. M nane's Jared
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Ri char dson.
M5. TRIBE: So Jared, you did not file an

obj ecti on?

3

RI CHARDSON: | didn't.

o

TRIBE: Then I'mgoing to treat you as
an observer.

MR, RICHARDSON: That's fine.

MR. MORROW Brent Morrow, Swan Vall ey.
I'd just like to make a couple comments about the tinber
cutting and wildlife habitat inprovenent and that. One
thing | see, maybe it's too general to discuss here, but
the clear-cutting, cutting against section |ines and
stuff, that should never happen again. Those sections
shoul d be feathered in and encouraged in the adj acent
private | ands to protect view sheds, protect the edge
effects for wildlife habitat.

The vegetative managenent, | worked on the
district in the early '80s, worked on the tinber fire
crewin Swan Lake district. W did sone prescribed
burning, of course, unit burning, prep |ogging units.
But considerations for wildlife enhancenent, we did
mechani cal chain saw cutting of browse species by the
hundreds of acres the wildlife biologists had projects
there. That should be encouraged and incorporated in

your tinber nmanagenent planning and in your twenty-year




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ w N -+ O

59

pl anning into the future.

And of course, a consideration for climte
change as we get nore of these big fires, salvage cutting
should be figured into your annual cut, what you're
aimng to get as part of it, and try to not build
excessive roads in sone of those sal vage areas. Use
exi sting roads, maybe reopen, if we get sone large fires
in the Valley.

I think just working together to | ook at the
big picture Iike Sharon was tal king about, the wildlife
interest, the recreation are things that I'd |like to see
in the forest planning process.

And on a site-specific basis we had comment ed
one of the objections that M. Wl fe put together, | kind
of dovetailed in on his interest. And he'll probably be
in later this week. But he had really good coments in
the El k Creek drainage. That's a very inportant wldlife
corridor and fisheries habitat, is still relatively wld.
That should not be in intensive managenment in terns of
nore increased cutting of the thermal cover, the tinber
in there. But some wildlife enhancenent in cutting those
browse species and sinmul ated, you can i npl enent
prescribed fire nmore in the Valley. Those projects are
good.

You could do sone work up in the Piper Creek
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Drainage. |It's nice to see that, that thousand-acre burn
up in there for wwldlife habitat. And continue to | ook
at the big picture, not just the tinber, but we all need
t he wood fiber and going forward use the best avail able
science via the climte change di scussion and the
consideration for wildlife and recreation. 1|'d
appreciate it; thank you.

MS. MARTEN:. And we do have on, | believe
it's Friday on the agenda, the Elk Creek. | actually was
out inthe field earlier this week so | did get a better
feel for sone of the objections and | ook forward to that
di scussi on. So thanks.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you, Brent.

Kari, anything else? 1'mjust going to wal k
ri ght around here and see what we can catch.

DR. GUNDERSON: Well, a question | have is
why you don't think that the tinber objective over a
twenty-year tine frane goals and objectives could not be
achi eved by giving consideration to the noderate
Intensity | ogging versus the high intensity in the Swan
Val | ey?

MS. MARTEN: Appreciate that question. And
| think at this tinme versus getting into all the thought
rationale wth that, one of the things that I wll note

Is that question. So what | hear fromny role right now
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listening to the objections is taking a little deeper

| ook at that, the MA designations between intensity and
noderate in Swan Vall ey and maki ng sure Chip's draft
decision, howit is and going through that, can connect
all those dots. And if not, ask the question Wat is the
difference? So digging into that a little bit deeper on
that part of it.

DR. GUNDERSON: Thank you.

MS. TRIBE: So that would be a suggested
renmedy, that you see if you can get the sane output from
a noderate approach rather than the....

M5. MARTEN. Yeah. And one of the things,
just so you know, Kari, and if fol ks are wonderi ng why
I*' m not maki ng any notes, obviously, we have the
transcript. But |I've got a whole team of folks. And Ray
is noting -- if you notice he's over there and got it,
witing these things down. So it won't be forgotten. It
I's being noted for ne.

MS. TRIBE: Thanks, Leanne. For those
people who cane in later, the court reporting that's
occurring here is recording the neeting verbatimso
nothing is | ost; thank you.

Sharon, thank you for your comments.
M5. LAMAR |' m good; thank you.
M5. TRIBE: Sir, would you say your nane
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again? Do you have a conment ?

MR. ANDERSON: Kvande Anderson.

MS. TRIBE: Do you have a suggested renedy?
Do you have sonething to say that would add further
under st andi ng about your objection.

MR. ANDERSON: | don't think we should rule
out high-intensive | ogging. Not because | want to | og
everything in the Valley, but a fire wwll cone through if
not in our time. And | think we should keep that
termnology in there just in case we need to use that for
tinber instead of letting a resource go to waste after a
fire.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you. So that kind of
expl anati on woul d be useful for people to take; thank
you.

Say your nane if you have a conment.

FROM THE FLOOR: No.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.

Paul , do you have anything el se?

MR MCKENZIE: Well, just a point of
clarification, this MA 6¢c topic is schedul ed for Friday
norni ng, sSo we're going to continue this topic?

MS. MARTEN: Absol utely.

MR MCKENZIE: |1'Il defer to it then.

M5. MARTEN. Yes, it's very specific on
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Fri day.

M5. TRIBE: Sonya, anything el se?

M5. GERVANN: | mght just add for the
record that DNRC -- | nean, our partnership with the

Forest Service is a high priority and we're putting a | ot
of investnent in that. So just sonething to take into
consi deration when you're thinking about the remedy over
t he budget constraint issue.

MS. MARTEN: Appreciate that.

MS. TRI BE: Thank you.

Jerry, we're back. And | think the question
t hat you had, you referenced Sharon, but the question you
had was, is there a price that soneone would be willing
to tolerate related to vegetati on nanagenent if it
contributed to taking care of endangered speci es.

MR. O NEIL: That was the question to be
asked.

MS5. MARTEN: And | would, if | could,
suggest that that m ght be sonething -- because Sharon
said that she's confused on sone of what you're
describing. And instead of taking the tine right now,

t hat m ght be sonething that naybe the two of you could
visit alittle bit with Jerry on the side.
| hear what you're saying as the bigger picture

t hough. So please don't m stake that |I'm not hearing of
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t he bigger forest plan, the revision, the global cooling,
the climate change, endangered species, and the resources
fromthat standpoint and sone of the rationale we nmay or
may not do nore intensive managenent, ny wordi ng, not
yours, could be tied to species as well as nultiple other
resources, and the bigger picture of the gl obal cooling
perspective could be provided by nore intensive
managenent .

MR. O NEIL: Thank you. |'ve got another
question too.

MS. MARTEN: That's fi ne.

MR ONEIL: I'"'mcurious as to why we do
prescri bed burns w thout doing harvest of the boughs, the
Christmas trees, the rails, the posts, whatever we can do
to get sone incone and increase our budget the inconme off
t hat property before we do a prescribed burn on it. Wy
do we let the nerchantabl e tinber be burned up? WMaybe
t he merchantabl e tinber doesn't burn, isn't big enough to
be tolerant for fire. Wiy do we let the stuff that's
bei ng burned up, why do we let it burn up instead of
bei ng harvested and i ncrease our budget so we have sone
nmoney to work on other things wth.

MS. TRIBE: Do you want to tal k about the
budget thing a little bit too?

MS. MARTEN:  Sure.
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So your question, Jerry, that you just brought
forward I wsh | could give you a real sinple answer.
Because there's a lot of conplex ties that tie into it,
especially when you're | ooking on an entire Forest. So |
woul d say do we go out there and do prescribed burns and
burn up things that could bring us noney? By any nmeans
Is that a plan decision? No. But it's also not as
sinple as what nay be the perception of what it | ooks
like we're doing. So |I'd be happy to have nyself or
others get into nore detail and maybe even | ook at sone
areas that you see as that way so we can get a better
feel on what you're seeing and what we nay be m ssing on
t hat .

When it comes fromthe budget standpoint, when
I we say and when I'"'mreferring to budget, there are
several different aspects of that. So we have a budget
al l ocated from Congress that we have that conmes to, [|'l|
just say, the northern region, and that | all ocate back
out to the various Forests, the Fl athead obvi ously bei ng
one out of ten in the region. So you have the fiscal
budget that comes from Congress that we're all ocat ed.
There's other aspects of that where we work with a | ot of
part nershi ps and we have sone grants, we can | ook with
Good Nei ghbor Authorities with DNRC as an exanple to

enhance our capacity to do all sorts of work on the
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gr ound.

We do have permts where we have boughs and
different aspects fromthat standpoint. But not
everyt hi ng cones back -- nunber one, not everything cones

back locally. Absolutely the npgjority of noney, if we do
have it, goes to the US Treasury. It does not cone back
to the Fl athead National Forest, even if it was generated
here. There's sone exception wth that with our
recreation fees and special authorities through Congress.
But the majority of our noney, if we have noney that
cones back in, it goes to the US Treasury. It does not
cone back to site specifically to the northern regi on nor
to the Flathead National Forest. Again, there are sone
exceptions with that, so I'"'mnmaking this very sinple
because there's different authorities and | aws from
Congress where there's sone nuances. But it's just not a
sinple black and white fromthat perspective. That's why
| said I'd be happy to talk in nore detail or get into
nore specifics with you on the side because it varies
fromthat standpoint.

MR ONEIL: Wll, I wuld like it if nmaybe
if you put it in the plan when you get the plan together.
But al so, one of the questions is then when they say that
It costs the US Forest Service three dollars an acre to

manage the Forest is that because it's costing that nuch
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to prepare a tinber sale but they don't get the incone
back off the tinber sale? So the incone's going to the
US Congress or US Governnent in Washington, D.C and not
to the | ocal Forest Service here?

M5. MARTEN: So you're tal king about the
cost that went into the nodels when it canme to the
economc side of that. And I'mgoing to | ook at Joe rea
quick if maybe if there's anything specific there. Joe
just walked in. So here's what | can do, Jerry. The
costs that went into the nodel, no, it's not as sinple
because, first of all, nothing goes back to Congress or
t he government in Washington. It goes to the US Treasury
on that part of it which is just that, it's the US
Treasury. So what costs went into and were included in
t he nodels and the unit costs we're doing in a tinber

sale, we can wal k through that with you because there's

various things that we pulled into the nodel. Keep in
mnd the nodel is just that. |It's a nodel to help us
di scl ose and | ook at things fromone perspective. It's

not an end-all of everything. So when it cane to the
three dollars, I'd have to | ook that up, quite honestly,
and | ook at the analysis and how t hat nodel defined that
to be able to answer specifically what went into that,
where that nunber cane from W wll have sone fol ks

that can do that fromthe teamor we can definitely get
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fol ks connected with you to answer detail ed questions on
those costs on that. But no, it's not because everything
goes back to Congress.

MR. O NEIL: | appreciate that if you could
do it inwiting so |l could take and ook at it.

M5. TRIBE: So Jerry, |'m wondering just

because | want to see if there are any comments fromthe

other fol ks that have just been observing as well, and
pretty soon we'll get close to the el even o' clock tine.
So I'"'mwondering if Joe, you mght be willing to spend

five mnutes or so with Jerry when we break.

MR KRUEGER  Okay.

M5. TRIRBE: And if you would be able to
wite down or talk with himabout the questions you'd
| i ke answered on that so that -- he said he'd |like that
back in witing so that we could get that set up so maybe
that will happen.

And then the other thing I want to nake sure is
that what | hear your suggestion about the plan is that
peopl e have an understandi ng of why you choose a certain
ki nd of treatnent over another one. For exanple, why
woul d you do prescribed burning rather than sone anpunt
of harvest. And that that m ght be -- you're wondering
why that isn't better explai ned.

MR ONEIL: | don't think they heard ne
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ri ght.
MS. TRIBE: Thank you.
MR. O NEIL: M question was why do we
do -- or when we do prescribed burning, why don't we take

t he harvestable itens out there first, the nmerchantable
pol es, posts, tinber, whatever we can do, w thout
degradi ng the object of the result fromthe prescri bed
burning. Wiy do we throw that stuff away or up into the
pollution in the CO2 in the atnosphere, or wherever it
goes, rather than -- why don't we put that on a truck and
take it down and sell it and get sone nobney so we have
nore noney for the tinber managenent or Forest
managenent .

MS. TRIBE: Thanks for the clarification.
| did hear you wong; thank you.

M5. MARTEN: And then we had Pete on the
phone. Pete, did you have anything el se you wanted to
make sure to put into the roomat this tine?

MR. NELSON:. Thank you. Only just an
observation on the conversation. | think it's very
interesting. But what | observe is that the forest plan
and Leanne in the ROD or el sewhere, you coul d descri be
how i npl enent ati on deci sions are actually nmade. | nean,
peopl e are expressing concern with seeing a nanagenent

area designation and then the Forest Service is saying
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Well, we're not actually going to inplenent it as you are
interpreting it, you know, adjacent to your house or
what not .

So you know, this is one of the concerns that
we have wi th broadl y-descri bed programmati c forest plan
Is they don't give you a good sense of where
I mpl enent ati on actions are goi ng to happen necessarily
and under what conditions. So | think there's probably
room for discussion sonewhere in the record on how
I mpl ementation is going to occur. You're suggesting, of
course, that there will be subsequent deci sions nade at
the project level. And I think anyone reading a forest
pl an wants to understand how that's going to occur and
where that's going to occur and how areas are going to be
prioritized for veg treatnent or other activities. So
that's just an observation from sonmeone who's | ooked at a
|l ot of different forest plans. So thank you.

MS. MARTEN:. Thanks, Pete.
MS. TRIBE: Thanks, Pete.

So if there aren't other comments at the table,
l'"mgoing to try to wap the observers into this | ast
sort of exercise. And Tinory, you said you'd be wlling,
if we had any comments, to put themon the flip chart.

So first of all, for folks at the table, those

of you who cane to the table wth standing, do you have
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any observations about the process, about what happened
here anong you? Renenber you're our first one out of the
chute. Any observations? Any coments?

M5. LAMAR |'Il1l share.

MS. TRIBE: Pl ease, Sharon.

M5. LAMAR It's good to hear all the
voices. It's good to hear all the stakehol ders.

M5. TRIBE: That was hel pful to you?

M5. LAMAR  Yes.

MS. TRIBE: Kari .

DR. GUNDERSON: | think it's critical to
have you professionally facilitated. W'd |like to have
you cone down to the Swan Vall ey --

M5. TRIBE: Oh, Kari, you know |'ve been

t here.

DR. GUNDERSON: -- for our community
meet i ngs.

M5. TRIBE: So having the process
facilitated is useful. Ckay.

G her comment s?

MR MORROW Facilitate locally, I'll just
add to what she said, and really make an effort to
educate the fol ks about the inportance of fire-dependent
ecosystens and the diversity and stuff that they help

mai ntain. And then as M. O Neil discussed, wherever you
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can, try to salvage. | worked on a | ot of those units.
And you see that pole-size stuff go up in snoke. And you
know that it's not always cost effective, it doesn't
pencil out on a |large operation with |ots of equi pnent.
But anytinme you can take those materials and utilize

t hem

We got fol ks making furniture, still building
cabins. They can get a |l og here and there and sal vage
and firewood for the locals that's close to that gate.
If they can get in there and nove sone of that firewood,
it's really inportant. And public relations for the
Forest Service to show themthat you care and that you
try to i npl enent that wherever you can.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you, Brent.

If there aren't any other comments at the
table, are there any comments fromthe observers? Do the
observers observe anyt hi ng?

Pl ease, M ke.

MS. MARTEN: Yeah, M ke Anderson.

MR. ANDERSON: M ke Anderson from
W derness Society. And | was also a nenber of the
Federal Advisory Commttee that Pete Nelson referred to.
W were the two environnmental representatives out of a
commttee of 21. It was very diverse.

This is the kind of -- there was sone
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di scussion, | thought, regarding the tinber objective.
And we did make recommendati ons about that including sone
just about two nmonths ago. | hope those have nmade their
way to the Fl athead because | think they are rel evant,
especially in the shared -- we called them shared
stewardshi p recommendati ons. W specifically addressed
t he Good Nei ghbor Authority as a way in which state
governnments can add capacity to the Forest Service's
ability to inplenent plans specifically for tinber
harvest. So | hope you will | ook at that.

Just an observation is that this plan started
in 2012, | guess it was. And | don't think the Good
Nei ghbor Authority was really avail able to the Forest
Service until 2014.

M5. MARTEN: Twenty fourteen.
MR. ANDERSON. So it's an exanple of how

t he world keeps noving; right? There's new policies,
there's new funding sources. So | hope that -- we are
very close to the end of the planning process. But
per haps this objection discussion is one way i n which new
i nformati on can be brought in to the planning process,
even at a very |late date. But not to change the
managemnment al |l ocations or the w | derness recomendati ons
but in terns of resolving an i ssue over what's the

appropriate objective for tinber harvest and how do you
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| ook at the planning rules requirenent that you have to
stay within the Forest Service's budget.

But our advisory commttee was to say Well,
let's ook at other potential sources of inplenmentation
capacity |i ke Good Nei ghbor Authority. And it seens to
nme that that m ght be one way in which, through this
obj ecti on process, that sonme clarification and sone added
| anguage that woul d address this new opportunity that
really is being presented in Montana for good use of Good
Nei ghbor Authority to add the Forest Service's capacity
to do nore inplenentation. And as Pete said, we'd |ike
to see it even-handed, not just for the tinber but for
restoration work as well if there are other sources of
fundi ng or partnerships that can be devel oped. You have
t he Whitefish Range Partnership, and they've got a |ot of
i deas they'd like to see inplenented. | don't know if
they're all reflected in the plan. But naybe if there
are ways to |l ook at other partnerships in addition to
Good Nei ghbor Authority that woul d be maybe sort of a
theme that could go into the record of decision that
woul d be sonewhat -- | know there's partnership planned
conponents in the final plan, which is good. But maybe
that could be built upon in your final record of
deci si on.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you, M ke; thank you.
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Any ot her comments from observers related to
the tinber issue?

Wll, we nade it. W made it through one. So
it's interesting to nme that the discussion also, in
addition to the things that first started with you, Paul,
about suggested renedies in actual changes, there were

several comments about how | anguage can lead to sort of

an agreenent on things as well. So if you two have any
final words then we'll break until 11:00

M5. MARTEN: | would just like to say thank
you. Many of you, | know, will be here through various
other topics and wll continue along the sane process,
but it will be dynam c based on the topic, the number of

people at the table and different ways of doing this. So
| appreciate your patience, your suggestions and, nobst
i nportantly, just bringing your voice to the table. Very
hel pful for ne fromthat standpoint. And | just | ook
forward to the rest of today and the next coupl e days.
So thank you, and | guess we'll take a break and we'll
start the other one, jobs and econony --

M5. TRIBE: At 11:00.

M5. MARTEN: -- at 11: 00 on that. So
again, if you're in the roomand you're an objector on
j obs and econony or an interested party, please conme up

to the table at this tine. And then we wll also see who
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start at 11:00 on that. So thanks.
(Proceedings in recess from10:43 a. m

11: 03 a.m)

to

76
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Wednesday, April 11, 2018 - 11:03 a. m
JOBS AND | NCOVE
MS. TRIBE: Do we have anyone calling in on
j obs and incone as an objector or an interested party?
' mgoing to ask again, is there soneone on the phone
calling in as an objector or an interested party for jobs

and i ncone?

MR. OLSEN: Hello, |I'm Lance dsen. |'man
obj ect or.

MS. MARTEN: Good nor ni ng.

M5. TRIBE: |'man old woman with a bad
ear. Lance d sen?

M5. MARTEN:  Yes.
Anyone el se on the phone as an objector or

interested party for jobs and i ncone, besides M. d sen?

ON THE PHONE: No, but one thing on the
phone, it seens |like your volune has been turned down.
We're having a hard tine hearing you guys.

M5. MARTEN. Sorry. |Is this better? Ws
that a little bit better now?

ON THE PHONE: It was great the first
session, so | don't know what's goi ng on.

MS. MARTEN: Good to know. W will
continue to work on it, so thank you.

MR. OLSEN:. |'m hearing you okay.
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M5. MARTEN. Well, good norning, everyone,
and thank you for joining us here this norning. So this
topic that's on the agenda is jobs and i ncone. And I
know we have M. O sen on the phone as an objector, and
then sitting at the table in the roomhere | wll |et,
wel |, Paul and Sonya introduce Paul and Sonya.

So Paul, you want to go first, please.

MR, MCKENZI E:  Sure. Paul MKenzi e,

F.H Stoltze Land and Lumber Conpany, interested party.

M5. GERMANN: Sonya Cer mann, DNRC,

i nterested party.

M5. MARTEN. So both Paul and Sonya are
I nterested parties on that.

So simlar to the |last topic that we had, we
have sent out electronically the briefing papers for this
topic. So hopefully, M. dsen, you have one in front of
you. And | know folks in the roomhere do. I'magoing to
just not read through the briefing paper but summarize ny
under st andi ng of the main objection and topic under jobs
and incone that | wanted to open a dialogue on this
nmorni ng. We have an hour on the agenda. |If it takes
that long, that's just fine. And if not, that's okay
too, fromthat perspective.

There nay be sone other things underneath this

topic simlar to the | ast one that we tal ked about t hat
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if we have tine that people want to bring to the table as
well. And then joining us at the table is Jerry O Neil.
And M. O Neil, were you an objector or

i nterested party on this topic?

MR O NEIL: | believe I'man objector. |
obj ected to nost everything, | guess.
M5. MARTEN. Ckay; good to know. | know we

have M. d sen on the phone who is an objector as well.

So I'll summarize the overall issue in ny words
that | understood with this one. And the nain one was
concern about how the forest plan is addressing for jobs
and i ncone enploynent for | owincone and depressed
communities and counties. |In addition, there is concern
that we did not take a hard | ook at or have an
alternative that actually results in an increase in |abor
i ncone and jobs in these areas. Nor -- and then a second
point -- so there's two points. So that was one.

The second one was concern that the final
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent and the anal ysis that was
sunmari zed in that |Inpact Statenent does not provide
anal ysis that includes ecosystemrestoration on that part
of it and how that ties into the jobs portion.

So I"'mactually going to start with that one
and wor k backwards. Because one of the things that |

wll say, ny understanding in |ooking at this and worKking
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wth the teamand particularly wth our econoni sts that
worked on this analysis, is w did have sone

m sunder st andi ng and we did have sone errors in a couple
of the wordings that went out with the draft with the
term"restoration."

So one of the things that we're |ooking at is
how we may be able to clarify wth the nodel and the
econom ¢ anal ysis that was done. Restoration was
definitely included. Restoration activity was definitely
i ncluded in that analysis. Using that term nol ogy, it
was not using that termand it's not real clear. So
we're | ooking at ways to clarify where and how it was
used in the analysis. So it's not correct that it wasn't
used, however, | can understand where there was a
perception that it wasn't part of that anal ysis.

So that's sonething that |I'm going to be
working with Chip and folks on to help clarify that part
W th how restoration activities were definitely included
in the econom c analysis, the nodeling and the

quantitative and qualitative part that was disclosed in

the EIS fromthat. So I'lIl pause on that if there's
questions on that or if | m sunderstood what the
objection was regarding that. Gkay; 1'll take that as a

no on that part of it.

So I'll nove on to the other part of the
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objection and that is, again, ny words a broad sunmary,
concern that we did not take into account and have an
alternative that | ooked at increasing the nunber of jobs
in the incone within depressed communities, counties or,
"1l just say, the communities and the counties that
enconpass and are influenced by activities on the
FI at head Nati onal Forest, fromthat standpoint.
I did not see any potential remedies, and I

m ght have m ssed them So please let ne know if |
m ssed them But that's one of the things |I need sone
help with is to have sone di al ogue on how fol ks woul d see
that we could neet that concern, if there's sonething you
saw that we m ssed, or how that would | ook to you to be
able to show where that was part, and it definitely is
part, of the decision Chip's making as the social and
econom c side of it. But the objection inplies that it's
not clear. So |I'mlooking for sone help there. D d I
understand the objection, first of all, accurately and,
I f so, how woul d you propose that we help renedy from
t hat perspective?

MS. TRIBE: Part of our difficulty here is
t hat the people who filed the objections are nostly not
here. People who are here are nostly interested parti es.
And so you may not have people here who can respond to

your questi on.
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M5. MARTEN. And M. O sen, | believe you
filed as an objector, and these may or nmay not be part of
your objection points. So maybe, if | can inquire with
you, if you don't mnd, your thoughts on that or if
there's sonething else that | mssed that, from your
perspective, that would be very hel pful.

Are you there, M. dsen, and may be off on ne?

MR OLSEN. Mne is very sinple. To the
degree that the conifers are at risk, then the jobs
associ ated with the conifers are at risk. And that risk
needs to be recogni zed and reported. There's an economc
risk that's not being recognized.

M5. MARTEN. Ckay; thank you. So just
par aphrasi ng back what | just heard you say is clarity in
how and recognition that with the conifers at risk and
the jobs that are associated with the risk -- with the
conifers as at risk and the associ ated jobs, | ogging,
veget ati on nanagenent, that side of it, recognizing that
and how it does tie into the inconme and jobs for
comuni ti es.

MR OLSEN: | think it's pretty inportant
because the whol e issue of jobs is very inportant and
you're inplying that there's a future for jobs. And
under historic conditions, that would be true. But now

there's some new conditions that put the conifers at risk
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and, therefore, put the jobs associated wth those
conifers at risk. So that has inportance to the
community at large and certainly to | abor.

MS. MARTEN. Great thanks.

So interested parties, thoughts on that;
comment s?

MR. MCKENZIE: This is Paul MKenzie. 'l
gi ve you perspective, Leanne. You know, under
alternative D, which was by sone consi dered the
hi gh- managenent alternative, you have a 2.4 mllion-acre
Forest and about 430, 000 acres of suitable tinber base.
So we're talking | ess than 20 percent of the acres that's
considered. The preferred alternative, alternative B
nodified with the PTSQ of 27 mllion feet, just alittle
per spective on what that neans.

| just left ny owmn contractors' neeting this
nmorning to be here with you today. So 125 | oggi ng
contractors sitting in the room W have anot her 125
direct enployees. W put about 32 mllion dollars' worth
of incone annually into our |ocal econony. That vol une
woul d not run our mll for nore than seven nonths; okay?
And we're not the only gane in town. You have two ot her
| arger factory -- or three others in the area of other
fol ks that are interested.

So when you | ook at the question, the question
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you look at is do you look at an alternative that
maxi m zes the support for communities and economn es?
Even at the highest | evel of nmanagenent proposed, it
still, it could be argued, that it's |ower than what the
maxi mum potential for the Forest is. Cbviously, there's
a lot of constraints and a | ot of reasons why they went
out there. | don't think that the Forest did a bad job
of explaining the economcs. But if you go back to the
question that's being asked, the point being nade that

t here was not an alternative that woul d best support the
econom cs of the community, and that includes the
recreation and tourismas well, speaking just fromthe
ti mber standpoint, you could certainly see where that
poi nt of view could be supported by the range of
alternatives that was consi dered.

M5. MARTEN: So Paul, let nme ask you this.
Do you have suggestions on how that would | ook, know ng
that there's certain things that we are constrai ned
within | aws and regul ati ons.

MR MCKENZIE: | think in your EIS | think
there's sone elenents of that. You tal k about capacity
of the -- once again, ny comments are limted to the
ti mber because that's what | know. You tal k about the
capacity, you tal k about the current production |evels,

you know, that are in there. |'mnot sure how
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you -- it's not an easy one because the need is greater
than the availability of what you can offer, | guess.

But maybe di scl osing sonme of the constraints that you're
operating under nore clearly, in recognizing the econonc
i npacts of those, is nmaybe the best you can do in this
docunent. | don't know.

MS. MARTEN: That's fair.

Sonya or --

MR. OLSEN. | hear that concern about
reported economc inpact, | just cone at it froma
different point of view [It's not nerely that the anount
of volune harvested wll have an econom c i npact
but -- while |I agree the anpbunt of volune harvested w | |
have an econom c inpact. But the amount of vol unme

harvestable in the future is questionable. You nmay get
away W th current plans through the next ten to fifteen
years. But sone interesting things are going to be
happeni ng bet ween now and t hen and beyond, and those w |
certainly affect mlls. | nean, if it is true, and |
think that it's plausible, that the economcally

I nportant conifer species are at sone risk then, of
course, the mlls are at risk. And that woul d be anot her
concern to add on. | understand froma mll owner's
perspective that they mght want nore to process in order

to stay in operation. But that operation also depends on
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t he exi stence of those trees and that existence itself is
open to question.

MS. MARTEN. So thank you. And | guess one
of the things, do you have -- do you have a suggesti on on
how to display that, disclose that in the analysis and in
the forest plan? Do you have sonething that you woul d
propose we would do differently on how to articul ate that
and have that, your very valid point, be nore clear?

MR, OLSEN: | would say, just in the final
plan and in the record of decision, give 500 words to
descri bing the scenario, a plausible scenario, in which
economcally inportant conifer species are at risk and
that will have econom c inplications.

M5. MARTEN. Ckay.

MR. OLSEN:. And |'ve provided a nunber of
docunents that | suggest you use to conpose that
stat enent of ri sk.

M5. MARTEN. Thank you; very hel pful. And
| do know we received in your objection those docunents.
So t hank you.

So ot her thoughts, other things either along
the sane line or just other things with jobs and i ncone
that folks -- and | realize that some objectors are not
at the table. So there's sone of this that we don't have

the benefit of their insight right now during the
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di al ogue. But other thoughts, other things?
Go ahead, Jerry.

MR. O NEIL: This doesn't have to do with
l ogging but I"'minterested in -- | attended sonme neetings
with the Gateway to d aci er business group or conmunity
group or whatever they are. And they're interested in
shoul der-season jobs and they're interested in touri st
jobs. And it's like several nmenbers of them
are -- worked on river guides. They would like -- sone
of the notel owners would like to be able to take their
guests out and take themup to Hungry Horse Reservoir so
they can go fishing. R ght now, they're forbidden from
doi ng that because they don't have a guide |license. All
they want to do is drop themoff there. And also a |ot
of themwould |like to have nore ability for people to use
bi cycles in the Forest.

Ri ght now, | think we've got the w | derness for
horseback riding, and I don't want to curtail that or
open up -- | mght want to but |I'm not advocating openi ng
up the wilderness for bicycle riding. But what I'm
advocating for is rather than create any nore new
w | derness, we'll take the w | derness study areas and
rather than turn theminto wlderness, if we're going to
turn theminto anything, let's turn theminto a

recreational Forest area which wll allow bicycle riding.




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ w N -+ O

88

Because right now, you have very few tourists com ng
from-- we have |like a couple mllion people com ng

t hrough G aci er Park every year and very few of them have
a horse trailer. But a whole |ot of them have a bicycle
strapped to the back of their car and they would like to
ride themin the Forest, and that would create nore jobs
for our locals if we allowed themto do that.

So rat her than nake any nore w | derness, let's
make the nore recreational forest areas to all ow bicycle
riding. And then we could save sone noney if we'd allow
themto use nechani cal neans to make and i nprove the
trails or maintain the trails in that area. And al so,
let's don't put themunder the restriction that's going
to be forever and ever. Let's nmake that recreational
W | derness area, recreational area, for |like a
twenty-year plan. But at the end of that we m ght want
to change that to all ow sonething el se to use that area.
O maybe don't allow as nuch or whatever. But just don't
put all the restraints we have on wilderness areas in
order to nake it a little nore flexible.

MS. MARTEN: Appreciate that. And a couple
things. Wth the wlderness this afternoon, we wll be
talking, and I know it's on the agenda, so ny guess is
you'll be sitting at the table for that one as well and

many ot her people as well. And that does tie into, |
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know, nuch of the discussion around recomended

W | derness fromthat perspective. So |I'mnot ignoring

t hose by any neans, but sone of that will bleed over into
t he di al ogue.

The other thing is what you just outlined and
described, | can tell you is sonething that across the
Forest Service but definitely here on the Fl at head was
very nmuch a key part of this forest plan revision. And
sone of the things that are changes in it that people
have di fferent views on and different val ues around
focus, recreation areas and what that neans or doesn't
mean, was a critical part throughout the process.

I*'mnot saying that everything is where
everybody's totally a hundred percent satisfied, but the
tourists and the econony and the incone and the jobs was
all definitely a part of that. So really appreciate you

bringing that to the table. Because that's definitely

part of it.
Again, |'mnot saying everybody agrees or is in
line. But | do know that sonme of the econom c anal ysis

t hat was done definitely included those types of incones
and those types of jobs in addition to some of the ones

where we retained receipts like with sone tinber and

m ni ng and grazing and that. But included sone jobs for

tourist industry and hotels and that type of thing. And
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I*'m 1 ooking over here to get verification from Jordan.
He joined the team over here. |I'msorry; | should have
I ntroduced Jordan. He's one of our regional econonists
that worked with the teamvery closely on this part of
it. So I know with working with Jordan and the team
those things were included fromthat perspective. So |
appreci ate you bringing that forward.

MR ONEIL: | knowit doesn't say it on
t he paper here, but | thought maybe we could include it
on it.

MS. MARTEN. No, appreciate it. And again,
the briefing papers -- and that's a very good point.

"Il just rem nd fol ks that may not have been here
earlier. The briefing papers were just put together to
start a dialogue. It, by all nmeans, was not trying to
put everything on the briefing papers. Because | m ght
as well have given you guys the thousands of pages of
objections to read. And | don't think anybody was goi ng
to want to do that. So we just tried to get it so we
coul d spark the dial ogue. Thank you.

MS. TRIBE: So Jerry, you hel ped us think
about the fact that when we tal k about jobs and i ncone
we're not just tal king about mlls and tinber; that there
are a lot of other things. And that the Forest has sone

I nput and sone ability to do sonet hi ng about sone of
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those. Doesn't about gui des but does about sone things.

MR. O NEIL: The people in the Canyon woul d
really appreciate that.

MS. TRI BE: Thank you.

Any ot her comments fromthe table? Lance, do
you have any ot her conmments?

MR. OLSEN. | just hope that the docunents
| submtted wll speak to the Forest Service as well as
t hey spoke to ne.

MS. MARTEN: Appreciate that. And | can
tell you, Lance, that we do review all those docunents
and definitely take a hard |l ook at those. And I'm
| ooki ng over at the team which you don't have the
opportunity to |l ook at, and they're all nodding wth
their thunbs up that they are definitely taking a | ook at
t hose and taking them seriously, so thank you.

MR. OLSEN: You're wel cone.

M5. TRIBE: Well, sone people like an early
| unch.

Are there any comments fromthe observers --

MS. MARTEN: From the observers.

MS5. TRIBE: -- relating to this topic?

M ke has sonething. Do we have a m crophone
for Mke if we could, please?

Thank you, Sonya.




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ w N -+ O

92

MR. ANDERSON. M ke Anderson, W/ derness
Society. Again, the Federal Advisory Commttee spent
quite a bit of tine on the issue of jobs, incone,
soci oeconom c effects of the plans, particularly with
respect to nonitoring, the nonitoring and evaluation. W
recogni zed that the 2012 planning rule was kind of weak
on the nonitoring requirenments for soci oeconom c
sustainability. And we nmade a nunber of recommendati ons
whi ch | think have been reasonably well incorporated into
the Flathead plan. | can't renmenber exactly what you
sai d about nonitoring and soci oeconom cs, but | recall
that there was sone inclusion of that.

But it seens |like there is still probably
opportunity, even at this |late stage, for the record of
deci sion to enphasi ze the role that jobs and i ncome can
play in the ongoing nonitoring and eval uati on, kind of
relates to, | think, our earlier discussion about the
tinmber target, the tinber objectives, the role of the
Good Nei ghbor Authority that as year to year we're going
to be seeing changes in the Forest Service's capacity,
appropriations, Good Nei ghbor Authority and that those
i ncone and j ob-rel ated changes can and shoul d be
reflected in the Forest Service's nonitoring and
eval uation work potentially even to anend the forest

plan, to anend the objective for tinber if there is -- or
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anend it for an ongoi ng Good Nei ghbor Authority program
sonething along those lines. But | just wanted to note
that the nonitoring evaluation part of the planning rule,
| think, is one way in which this jobs and incone issue
could be neani ngfully addressed.
MS. TRIBE: Thank you.
Any ot her comments from observers?
Brent, please.
MR MORROW | would just say a couple

things on this. Mre analysis into the amount of jobs
t hat can be available in the Forest based on the existing
tinmber that's there as is adjusted for large wildfire
occurrences, that kind of thing, automation in the field.
It seens |like one of the things that still causes
pol ari zati on down in the Swan Vall ey and el sewhere on the
Forest and across the northwest is this expectation that
the resource extraction of thirty, forty years ago should
still supply the sanme anpbunt of jobs. And sone people
never get over that.

More clarification as to exactly what we have
to cut and what we have to | eave for thermal cover for
wildlife, adjacent w | derness boundary areas up agai nst
w | derness and that kind of thing, needs to be clarified
on an ongoing basis. And certainly in a plan like this

going forward a readjustnent of the cost benefit analysis
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as to the deficit tinber sales and things and what can
actually -- what we can actually provide in jobs and
I ncone.

When we get 125 contractors together, for
I nstance, in a neeting and the expectations of the next
year, five, ten, twenty years out that explain that we
just don't have these jobs, it's an ever evol ving econony
and the Forest Service is vital to really show the public
what we have. And as it changes, we get a R ce Ri dge
Fire in the Valley on north this year and we have to
sal vage sone and we don't have anything left to cut based
on other interests for a lot of years, we need to explain
that and | et people nove on. Let the econony evol ve.
Let the governor get involved and have econom c
diversification for the Valley and pl aces that provide
j obs and show that we just don't have those jobs to
provide. W don't have the wood to cut, the fiber to get
out. It's not there. W have many ot her consi derations.
Thank you.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.
Any ot her comments fromthe observers?
Thank you.
MS. MARTEN:. So I'll just say thank you.

Qobviously this was a | ot shorter than we thought it m ght

be, but that's okay too. An opportunity it did help
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clarify. And | know if other things come up, sone of
this wll be bleeding over to other topics over this
afternoon and over the next couple days because this is,
| i ke everything in the plan, they' re all connected from
t hat perspective. So appreciate you taking the tine out.
| think we're breaking for lunch. So we do have a little
bit |longer, and we start --
M5. TRIBE: At 1:30.
M5. MARTEN: -- at 1:30 with recommended

W | der ness bei ng our next topic on the agenda for this
af t er noon.

For sone of you I'll give you a heads up.
There's going to be a little bit of repeat on sone
I ntroduction stuff, because we anticipate | wll see many
other faces entering the roomafter lunch this afternoon,
just based on the nunber of objections and the topic. So
we'll have to repeat a little bit of the process stuff.
So I'd just ask you to bear with us for those fol ks who
have been here all nmorning with a little bit of
repetition to ensure that we bring people along in the
processes on that.

O herwi se, we'll see folks that are joining us
this afternoon at 1:30.

And for those of you that won't be com ng back

agai n, thank you very nmuch for your valuable tine and
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di sconnecti ng and reconnecti ng here for

1: 30. So thank you.
MR. OLSEN: Thank you for this opportunity.
M5. MARTEN. You're very wel cone.
M5. TRIBE: Have a good | unch.
(Proceedings in recess from11:31 a.m to
1:30 p.m)

And t hank you for those on the phone.

we' | |

our topic by

be

96
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Wednesday, April 11, 2018 - 1:30 p.m
RECOMVENDED W LDERNESS
MS. TRIBE: Sone of you were here this

nmorning, a few of you for one or the other sections we
did, and sonme of you weren't. So if you were here this
norni ng, just bear with us while we sort of go through
the introductory part again for those of you who are just
here for this afternoon.

And so Chip's going to start, then Leanne, then
l"mgoing to tell you how we're going to do this, give
you a couple ground rules, see who's calling in, and then
we'll do introductions and then we'll get started; okay?

MR. WEBER: Wel cone, everyone. Is it
com ng through the mc okay? Wll, I'mgoing to repeat
sone of what | said this norning as well because we've
got new f ol ks.

So first of all, I"'mChip Wber. [|'mthe
Forest supervisor on the Flathead and t he deci di ng
officer on the plan. This is Leanne Marten, ny boss, the
regi onal forester, and she is the responding official for
t he objections for the part of this that |I'm signing and
t he deciding official on species of environnmental
concern. And she'll talk nore |l ater about what all that
nmeans in terns of what she wants to acconplish in this

neet i ng.
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Just real quickly, sone safety things. |If
there should be a fire or sonething |like that, please use
these exits and get out to the road and gat her together
so that we can sort of check to make sure everybody's
okay. Restroons, if you go out the door and to your
left, they're just after you cross sort of a threshold
off to your left there.

So | ask that you -- maybe you said this
al ready, G nny, but ask that you turn your cell phones
of f, put them on stun or whatever you need to do to treat
each other well in this.

I"mgoing to only talk really briefly, but I
want you to know that |1've gone into this week froma
pl ace of curiosity. You know, |'ve read the objections,
tal ked a | ot about the objections with our fol ks who are
on the team and |I'mreally | ooking forward to what | can
| earn and really cogni zant that this is another
opportunity to nake the decision and the anal ysis that
goes along with it to nake it better. So this is -- |I'm
really here seeking understanding. | probably won't be
tal king a whole | ot except to answer questions or to
explain things, but | just really have ny listening ears
on.

So | want to thank you all for what you've done

to date. | see a lot of faces in this roomthat have
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been pulling hard on the oars with us for sone tinme. And
it's been an effort, and | appreciated the participation,
t he col |l aboration, the work that you all have done to get
us to this point. So I'mlooking forward to the
di scussion today and the rest of the week and really in a
pl ace of learning. So thank you fromthe bottom of ny
heart for the work that you've done. And I'll turn it to
Leanne. Onh, introduce the team | had done that once
but | guess we need to do that again.

M5. TRIBE: W're just learning. |It's our
first day.

MR. WEBER: So we have the team that worked
on the plan revision and sone assi stance from our
regi onal Washi ngton offices. |I'mgoing to ask those
folks to each stand up and i ntroduce thenselves. A |ot
of you know who they are, but so that you can put a nane
wth a face.

MR KRUEGER. Hi, all, Joe Krueger, Forest
pl anner team | eader.

M5. MOORE: Hello, |I'm Marsha Moor e,
recreation w | derness planner on the team

MS. TRECHSEL: Heidi Trechsel, vegetation
specialist on the team

MR SM TH. Raynond Smith, in charge of

objections and litigation in the regional office in
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M ssoul a.
M5. RUSHO.  Nancy Rusho, in charge of
adm ni strator review objections in the Washi ngton office

for the FCC.

MR. VAN El MEREN. Good afternoon. [|'m Pat
Van Eineren. |I'mthe fish biologist on the team
M5. AKE: Afternoon. |I'mKathy Ake. [|'m

the A S specialist on the team

MS. MARTEN:. And we have a few ot her people
over here.

MS. ALLEN: [|I'm Stacy Allen. [|I'mthe
witer/editor for the plan division team

M5. PEEL: [|I'mTinory Peel. 1'mthe
regi onal planner for the north region.

MS. MARTEN: And | know we have Rob in the
back.

MR. CARLIN: Rob Carlin, staff officer of
t he Fl athead Forest resources planning and fire division.

M5. MARTEN. G eat. Thank you, everyone,

and thanks, Chip. As Chip said, good afternoon. [|'m
Leanne Marten. |'mthe northern region regional
forester. And for this process, |I'mthe review ng

officer for the objections on the forest plan for the
Flathead. So | really appreciate everyone bei ng here

today and taking tine, not only today as Chip said, but




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ W N+ O

101

t hr oughout the process. | know you have all been very
much i nvol ved over the | ast several years, very

passi onate and very nmuch have ownershi p on what goes on
on your public lands that we have the privilege and honor
t o manage on your behal f, so thank you.

I"mgoing to talk a little bit about the
process. For those of you who were here this norning, it
will be alittle bit repetitive. But we have a | ot of
fol ks throughout today and the next two days that are
going to be com ng and going. And so we have
approxi mately 74 objectors that wote in anywhere from a
coupl e pages to one page to hundreds of pages on issues
that they have with the revised and the draft revised
pl an for the Fl athead.

And just a little bit about the process of
where we got where we're at for today and for the next
couple days is we took a hard | ook at all of those

objections and all the issues with them And part of ny

role is | wll be responding to every one of those
I ssues. And every one that was an objector wll receive
a letter fromne in the near future. You will not see

necessarily verbati mevery issue brought up, because sone
of themare very simlar. So we're going through a
process to help us group them where we can. And where

they're unique, they' |l be set aside as a uni que issue.
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But even though they may not be part of the dial ogue

t oday or over the next couple days, | just want to | et
you know that | have been readi ng through the objections,
|'ve had a whole team many of them here, including
people that didn't have anything to do with the revision
process fromoutside the region, take a really hard | ook
at everything you guys submtted to see where the issues
| anded, how we may or may not have addressed it, where we
may have m ssed some things where we can i nprove on the
deci sion and how we're noving forward to have, as well,
supported a deci si on and managenent on the Forest as we
can fromall of the owners.

So as we go through today, 1'll probably say
this a couple tines at a couple different versions, just
renenbering that even if it's not being tal ked about,
pl ease don't think that it's not being heard.

The other thing, and the other reason | bring

that up is part of today and the intent is really not for

you to reiterate what you did submt in witing. |'m
famliar with the objections. |I'mgoing to sunmari ze
sone of the things that |I think | understand. If |

m sunder stand, by all neans, please |let's have sone
di scussion on that. But | don't need to take the tine of
everybody here for you to just wal k through everything

you objected to because | do have, | think, a good feel
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for that and | do have sone questions on that. And
again, if you feel like I'"m m ssing sonething, please
bring it up fromthat standpoint.

But today's really to start working through on
sone of the objections, and of course this afternoon is
reconmended w | derness, have a di al ogue anong yourself as
obj ectors and sone of you as interested parties on,
really, how we can nove forward wth sone of the issues
t hat you brought up.

Now, you guys know, and this topic

particularly, is -- much of it is values. And |I'm not
here to ask any of you to change your values. | would
never do that for anyone. | respect every one of your

val ues. And sone of you have very different and opposi ng
val ues, if you think about wilderness. And if you | ook
at the briefing paper, that becones evident really quick.
Some of you said W don't want any nore recomrended

W | derness. And sone of you said W don't have nearly
enough wi |l derness. So right there you' ve got different
val ues and different starting points, which is fine. |
respect that and I hear that. Wat |I'mlooking for is
sone of that m ddle. Because we can debate val ues all
day. And again, we respect each others values. W're
not going to change those. There's specific things,

there's sonme pl ace-based things with the recomended
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W | derness for the Fl athead, sone areas that are near and
dear to your heart that |I'll summari ze here when we nove
forward in just a few m nutes on sone things that can
help me try and form ny deci sion when |I'm | ooking at the
objections. And there's sone, particularly, uses or
nonuses fromthe wlderness. | could use sone help from
you on what | think I understand but |I'm having a hard
time visualizing how you nay see that and hel p ne novi ng
forward. So we'll help with sone of that dial ogue. And
agai n, an opportunity for all of you to continue to have
sone di al ogue. Many of you have been having it, | know,
for several years now but just continuing with that from
t hat st andpoi nt.

There's going to be sone things here that
you're not going to see, we're not going to have tine,
because we need to honor the tinme necessary that's about
recommended wi |l derness. W' Il do our best with G nny's
help to at | east nake sure we get those out on the table
and so, again, | make sure |I'mnot m ssing sonething from
t hat st andpoi nt.

And | guess |'m going to pause there real
quick. |Is there questions on the process or even just
where we got to what's on the topic or the agenda this
afternoon? And as we go along, if you have questi ons,

pl ease, bring them up.
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The briefing paper that's in front of you and
the fol ks on the phone, | know we sent them out

electronically, the one on recommended w | der ness t hat

we're going to be using this afternoon and I'll use it as
a kick start, | just want to enphasize, this is just to
get and to start the dialogue. 1It's not neant to be all

conpr ehensi ve of everything we've heard or a conplete
summary of everything. |It's a starting point. So it's
just a tool. And sonetines it helps nme to help fornmul ate
sonme thoughts. And for sone people it hel ps having
sonething in front of themand for sone it's not hel pful
at all. It's just atool. [It's not neant to be
everything. And I'll walk through a little bit of it
here when we kick off the dialogue. But | think first
what we want to do is turn it over to Gnny, we'll do a
little bit of introductions, nmake sure we hear the voices
on the phone when we go through that, and then we'll junp
right in.

MS. TRIBE: Thanks, Leanne.

My nane is Gnny Tribe. |I'ma facilitator. |
don't work for the Forest Service. | don't live here. |
work with several people that are at the table in
different types of processes. | just think it's useful
for you to know that I'mhere as a neutral and that's it.

|'m a process person not the content person.
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As far as our setup, the way this works,
according to the regulations, is that those of you who
have standing as you filed an objection or as an
interested party, you will have a seat at the table. 1I'm
going to make sure that every single person at the table
has an opportunity to say what they need to say. And
again, this is not about testinony. This is not about
repeati ng your objection or bringing newinformation to
support it. This is about having conversation so that
t he Forest supervisor and regional forester can hear sone
t hi ngs behi nd what your objections were.

And when | think about this particular -- we
did tinber this norning and jobs and i ncone. Wen I
t hi nk about renedies for those kinds of things and | | ook
at the objections that cone on wilderness, there's a
coupl e of renedi es that you would be happy with, nore or
less. Well, that's |like a yes-or-no question. So |
think it's going to be harder to have that conversation
in this section than in the others. So we'll see what we
can do.

I would ask you to please, as Chip said, turn
off your phones. And Tinory, the people who come in on
phone they put theirs on nute; is that correct? W' ve
got coffee back there. Help yourself if you need to.

There are a couple of mcrophones on the table. W did
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have three but you broke yours this norning.

M5. MARTEN:. Sorry.

MS. TRIBE: Theirs doesn't work anynore.
They got kind of out of hand.

We have a court reporter here, and Banbi takes
everything verbatim So we have conplete m nutes of the
neeting. |It's not about what we wite on the flip chart
and that kind of business. She does nmagi c work.

And when we think about what it's not today,
this is not about | ooking for consensus. This is not
about restating your objections. This is not a
deci si on- maki ng session. Leanne wll not be making
deci sions today. |It's about dial ogue.

My role is to keep you focused. | want to use
the tinme the best way we can. |'d ask you to be civil
with each other. | | ook around the roomand | don't
renmenber any of you that | worked with before not
being -- Jake, right -- not being really pretty civil.

MR KREILICK: W can all get al ong.

M5. TRIRBE: W can all get along, you know.
And as long as we don't tal k about certain subjects, |ike
W | derness. So I'mgoing to ask you to sort of -- |I'm
certainly asking the Forest Service people to do this.
Seek understanding. Not so that you can win or | ose.

Thi s not about nice-nice. This is just about let's make
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the tine nost valuable here. And | know not only do you
want to have sone di scussion with people at the table but
you al so woul dn't m nd heari ng di scussi on anong peopl e at
that table. And that just hel ps them understand the
interest at the table. So |I'm not | ooking for consensus
but there's nothing wong with sone nmutuality of
under st andi ng about issues. So you okay? Al right.

So then, I'mgoing to ask if the people on the
phone are objectors or interested parties for wl derness,
woul d you i ntroduce yoursel f?

MR. VWEBER: Are you hearing us on the
phone?

ON THE PHONE: W are.

MR. WEBER:  Just checki ng.

MS. MARTEN. | think we had three people,
and they nay just be observers.

M5. TRIBE: |'mgoing to | eave that al one.

Wul d you mnd starting, your name and who do
you represent.

MR, SMOLEN: |'m Mark Snolen with the
Fl at head Snownmobil e Associ ati on.

MS. TRI BE: Thank you.

MR, BLACKLER: |"'m Edd Bl ackler, and I'm
here ny -- for nyself.

MS. TRIBE: Your forner self?
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MR. BLACKLER: |I'mrepresenting nyself, |
guess.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you, Edd.

MR WNDBIGAER |I'm Steve W ndbigler, and
' mrepresenting the community in general.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you.

MR ONEIL: Jerry ONeil. | representing
nyself and in a little ways | m ght be representing
Mont anans for Multiple Use.

MS. TRI BE: Thank you.

MR. NORMAN: Doug Norman representing
Summ t Snownobil ers in Cut Bank, Cut Bank, Cut Bank
Saddl e d ub, and nysel f.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you, Doug.

MR, KREI LI CK: Jake Kreilick representing
t he Fl athead-Lolo-Bitterroot Citizen Task Force.

MR GNIADEK: |I'm Steve Gniadek. [|'mon
t he board of North Fork Preservation Association
representing them but al so representing ny own Vi ews.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you, Steve.

MR. LARSON: |I'm John Larson, and |'mj ust
here representi ng nyself.

MS. TRI BE: Thank you.

MS. LAMAR:  Sharon Lamar, and I'ma citizen

representi ng nyself.
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MS. TRIBE: Thanks.

DR. GUNDERSON: |'m Dr. Kari Qunderson
representing nyself but also representing the M ssion
Mount ai ns W I derness where | worked as a w | der ness
ranger for thirty-five years and worked as a back-country
ranger for five years in the Swan Front. And | know t hat
area intimtely.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.

MR. MORROW Brent Morrow from Sal non
Prairie and Swan Vall ey representing ny interest in the
Central Swan Vall ey.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.

MR, PECK: Brian Peck, wildlife consultant
from Col unbi a Fall s.

MR. BODMAN: Noah Bodman. |'mrepresenting
Fl at head Area Munt ai n Bi kers.

MR, HADDON: Dave Haddon, Headwaters

Mont ana.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you, Dave.

MR. VITALE: Frank Vitale. | represent
North Fork Preservation Association. |'malso on the

state board of Backcountry Hunters and Anglers, although
' mnot representing themhere today. | do speak with
t hem

M5. TRIBE: But you bring that information.
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MR. VITALE: Yes. And representing nyself
and spent forty years trying to protect the w il dl ands of
t he northern Whitefish Range.

MS. TRI BE: Thank you.

MS. LUNDSTRUM  Sarah Lundstrum | work
for and ' mrepresenting the Nati onal Parks Conservati on
Associ ation and al so the Wi tefish Range Partnership.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.

MS. ROBI NSON:  Any Robi nson, and |
represent nysel f, always, but al so underneath Montana
W | der ness Associ ati on.

MS. TRIBE: Thanks.

MR. ANDERSON: M ke Anderson. | represent
the W1 derness Soci ety.

MS. TRI BE: Thank you.

Now, this norning we only had a scattering of
peopl e that were observers. W have a little bit of tine
this afternoon, and |'mgoing to do that quick, if that's
all right. So would people in the back who are
observers, and just thinking again how t he process goes,
t hese guys will have the conversation. But at the end,

I ' m hopi ng we have sone tine where | can ask you what
your observations are, if you have sone comments to nake
as well. So for now, would you mnd just saying who you

are? And John, do you want to start, who you represent.
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MR,  HANSON: John Hanson with the Mntana
Loggi ng Associ ati on.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you. Let's just go this

way .
MR. ANDERSON:. Al den Anderson just here to
observe.
M5. TRIBE: Thank you.
FROM THE FLOOR: Joel (i naudible).
MS. TRI BE: Thanks.
MR. LARSON: Jordan Larson, regional
comer ce.

M5. TRIBE: So we could think of you as
part of this team al so.

MR. LARSON: You coul d.

M5. TRIBE: Janette, you are?

MS. TURK: Janette Turk, public affairs
office for the Fl athead Nati onal Forest.

M5. TRIBE: And we kind of think of you as
part of the team as well.

M5. MARTEN. Hey, we're all one big team

MS5. TRIBE: That's right. So Sonya.

M5. GERVMANN:  Sonya Gernmann wi th Mont ana
Depart ment of Natural Resources and Conservati on.

MR ARNO  Matt Arno, DNRC

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.
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MR SIMPSON: Neil Sinpson. I'malso with
DNRC.

MS. TRIBE: See, they're bandi ng together.

MR DAVIES: |'m Rob Davies. |'mthe
district ranger on Hungry Horse-d aci er View Fl at head

Nat i onal Forest.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.

MR, KASNER: Chad Kashneir, Forest Service.

MR, FREUND: Jody Freund with the Forest
Ser vi ce.

MS. TRI BE: Thank you.

M5. MCCABE: Kathy MKay from Kali spel |

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.

MR. PORTER Russ Porter, Swan Vall ey
advocat e.

MS. TRI BE: Thanks.

MS. FIELD: Carol Field*, Swan Vall ey.
Just here to observe and represent nyself and ny
conmuni ty.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.

MR. ANDERSON. Ron Anderson, Swan Vall ey
resi dent, | ogging contractor.

MS. TRI BE: Thank you.

Wel |, any questions on process?

M5. MARTEN. Can we have fol ks on the phone
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I ntroduce thensel ves as observers?

M5. TRIBE: Good, please. Can you hear us
on the phone?

MS. KASELLY: Yes. Can you hear ne?

MS. TRRBE: Yes. WIIl you say who you are
and what on earth you're doing?

M. CASSELLI: M nane's Elizabeth
Casselli, and I'"'mthe recreational specialist on the
Hel ena-Lewi s and Cl ark National Forest. So |'ve been
doi ng that recommended w | derness here on this particul ar
forest plan revision.

M5. TRIRBE: Geat. Anybody else on the
phone?

M5. WOODI NG M nane is Ruth Woding, and
|'ma project manager here in the regional office. And |
wor ked on the objection panel, so just sitting in on the
w | der ness portion; thanks.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.

M5. SUTTON:. And G nny, this is Jody Sutton
fromthe Washington office KR G oup, just listening in to
| earn nore.

MS. TRI BE: Thank you.

M5. RENWCK: And this is Katie Renw ck
fromthe regional office also just listening in to the

W | der ness questi on.
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M5. CLARK: This is Wendy O ark, the
w ldlife biologist on the Hel ena-Lewis and d ark revision
team also listening in just to see how this process
goes.

MS. TRIBE: Wendy, thanks.

M5. CLARK: And you al so have Deb
Entw stl e, Amanda Mel borne and Liz Van Genderen fromthe
Hel ena-Lewis and Clark revision teamlistening in from
Hel ena.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you. That's it on the
phone? So any other questions? Should we go? Ready?
Leanne, pl ease.

M5. MARTEN. Well, thank you, everyone.

And as you can see, we always are learning on this.
So -- and nyself very nmuch included with that. So one of
the things I'"'mgoing to give a shot here is a facilitated
di al ogue on a very conpl ex and passi onate subject that we
all hold near and dear to our hearts on that. So | ask
you if you could bear with ne a little bit and we'll kind
of go with the flow here. And if it's not working, by
all neans, let's say that and we'll figure out how to go
fromthere on that part of it.

So the starting point I'"'mgoing to use is |I'm
going to not read the briefing paper but use that just

kind of as a guide. And |I'mgoing to just sunmarize just
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alittle bit in nmy own words ny under standi ng of sone of
t he core issues around recommended w | derness. And
again, it's not going to be to the nth detail by any
means. And just make sure that | have an under st andi ng
and you guys can hear through ny words ny under st andi ng.
It doesn't nean it's right but just where |I'm at.

So | nentioned to begin with that on one hand,
recogni ze and respect everybody has different val ues when
it comes to wilderness and what it does or does not do,
provide and all the things around w | derness. So sone of
the core issues is a variety of reasons behind them but
one of themis W want nore w | derness, There isn't
enough bei ng proposed, W don't want any bei ng proposed
or There's too nuch, and then there's al so sone very
specific place-based. And three of the key ones, not the
only ones, that have cone up nultiple times are the
Bunker Creek, Sullivan Creek and I'Ill just say Jewel
Basin fromthat. Now, there are several others, | know,
in the north that the Wi tefi sh Range Partnershi ps and
sone of those. So |I'mnot saying, you know, we're not
t al ki ng about those, but the three, the Bunker Creek,
Sullivan and the Jewel Basin are sone that |I'mgoing to
key into to start out with on that.

And then the other part of the objections that

in nmy mnd just to help try and facilitate sone dial ogue




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ W N+ O

117

here is whether or not you agree or disagree wth
reconmmended w | derness, let's just go wth recommended
w | derness and we're going to have sone proposed
recommended wi |l derness for the topic. |It's notorized,
nmechani zed use and how t hose | ands and how t hey woul d be
managed is the other part of -- key part of the
obj ections fromthat.

And then a fourth area that | heard that | just
I want to acknow edge is there's sone fol ks that brought
up they just don't agree with Chapter 7 -- 70, excuse ne,
Chapter 70 of the planning rule directives and the
process. Either they don't agree with sonme of the
direction in there and the planning rule or they don't
agree with how we applied it in sone of our
interpretations fromthat standpoint. So that's
under | yi ng some of the objections and sone of the things
that folks wote in as well fromthat.

What | do want to say with the Chapter 70 is
I'mvery famliar wth Chapter 70 from previous jobs as
well as current positions, and | understand that as nuch
as we try to nmake things clear, everything we wite as
human beings is subject to interpretation. And again,
it's not a right or wong, but there are sone things as
an agency that | know we interpret differently than sone

of you nay agree with. And | don't have the authority to
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change the planning rule or Chapter 70 in the directives.
So that -- | don't have a whole lot of flexibility. But
as we nove through on what we nove forward with and how
we did it, if there's sonmething there that you feel |ike
we totally mssed, that's the type of dial ogue that would
help ne at this point. The fact that you |like or don't

| i ke Chapter 70, | recognize that and respect it. But
that isn't going to be sonething that | can really change
with this dialogue and this process fromthat standpoint.
But | don't want to ignore the fact that that did
underl i ne some of your issues and sone of the objections
that cane up fromthere. And |I'm happy to answer
questions or what have you with that, but | wanted to at

| east put that in the roomfromthat.

So what would help ne as we nove forward with
this to have nore di al ogue on and to hear fromyou fol ks
fromaround the table is if we could start out namybe just
parsing out a few things. There's sone proposed renedies
that cane up. And a couple of the key ones were
sunmari zed in the briefing paper. And again, it's not
every single renedy, but there are a couple ones. And
' mkeying in on not the no recommended or nore
recomrended, you know, not the extrenes, not the yes, nos
as Gnny put it. What would help ne right nowis to have

alittle bit nore dialogue on sone of the place-based and
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sone renedies around -- I'Il just start wth Bunker

Creek, Sullivan Creek and Jewel Basin. Because |I'm
having a little bit of a struggle visualizing on just

how, for fol ks that brought those up as proposed renedies
how you envi si on how that would | ook to you to be
successful. So in sone of our additions and not
additions and bisecting trails on that. And | don't know
iIf this is going to help facilitate or it's all going to
get nuddled as we go along. But again, we're going to
kind of go with the fl ow here on that.

So I''mthinking Bunker Creek, if |1've got the
right one visualized in ny mnd, part of the issues that
cane across with that was sone |I'l|l use the term | don't
know i f cherry-stemmng is the right termor sone
bi secting of that. | believe between the draft and the
final there were sone changes that were nade with that
t hat sone fol ks had sonme issues with. So | guess |I'm
| ooki ng for sone assistance fromfolks that are -- and
anybody. It doesn't nean you brought up objections, are
at the table, if there's a way to help facilitate
di al ogue around, |'ll just say, Bunker Creek, but even if
it's all three or sonme of the place-based at the sane
tine, what is it we mssed? Wuat is it that we're not
nmeeting in your opinion? How would it | ook noving

forward to you that isn't a yes or no type thing? 1Is
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there sonething that we can be doing differently, Chip
can use in his decision? 1|s there nanagenent? Those are
the type of things I"'mtrying to kind of wap ny head
around fromthat. So |I'm hoping anybody who m ght want
to start with that. And there's no right or wong. And
If it goes in a different direction in dialogue, |I'm okay
with that.

MS. TR BE: Pl ease.

MR SMOLEN: I'Il clarify. 1'm Mark
Snolen. |I'mrepresenting Dave Covill. He's the one who
actually filed the objection. But I'mthe

Vi ce- presi dent.

M5. TRIBE: And the other thing you just
did, which is wonderful, is you said your nane before you
started to speak. And that's the thing |I forgot to say
and they keep rem nding ne. Banbi really needs to hear
your nane so that she knows who says it. That m ght get
kind of tedious after a while, but let's try. So thank
you. So not only are you saying your nane, you're using
a different nane.

MR. SMOLEN: Yeah. So Dave Covill filed
t he obj ection on behalf of FSA. He's the president and
' mthe vice-president.

One of the areas that | find nbst confusing,

the maps are wonderful, but one of the hardest things and
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especially with regard to notorized use, is to understand
what the before and the after will be. This is sonething
where | think, you know, having nore layers within the
mappi ng system and nmaybe even an interactive nmapping
systemlike we do with sone of the ESRI tools online with
Fish, WIldlife and Parks or FWP and sone of the other
agencies. But online we could have different | ayers of
all of these different areas. You know, you could just
click themand turn them on and you could see the current
not ori zed vehicle use areas and then you could say Now I
want to overlay the proposed notorized use area or
nonnotori zed. That would help people, | think, fromthe
st andpoi nt of being able to visualize.

R ght now, what we have on these naps is 15
different subjects all being laid on one map, and you
can't tell which areas are going to be accessible for
not ori zed use or inaccessible. There's this big chunk
that's going to be RMA, and that's supposedly
nonnot ori zed, but it doesn't |let us see what we have
today, the corridors that we have for access especially
in the North Fork. If you |look at the corridors where we
can, as snownpbilers that |I'mrepresenting, can access
certain areas, they're very thin corridors that allow us
in and then we have play areas way up high. And then --

but | cannot tell if I"'mlosing that, going to maintain
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access through a corridor or not.

M5. MARTEN. So Mark, a clarifying
question. Thank you. The clarifying question, if |I'm
hearing you correctly, that's not only what the areas
that we're proposing as RMs but across the Forest to
have a better feel, fromyour perspective wth
snownobi | i ng overall, what woul d be changi ng through this
forest plan revision on areas that would be open for you
to enjoy as a snownpbil er.

MR. SMOLEN: Absolutely. But in
particular, being able to see the before and the after.

MS. MARTEN: Current versus what woul d be
noving toward a future desired condition on that.

One of the things, and this is a process thing

that I'll let fol ks know, but Banmbi's a court reporter so
everything fromthe neetings will be in witten
transcript. And we'll post those when we have themall.
"Il be using those. |1've got folks taking notes. So if

you're noticing I'mnot taking notes and you're thinking

She's not -- I'mactually purposely not doing that so |
can truly listen. 1've got others that are taking notes
and 1'll have the transcript to go back to as |' m going

t hrough ny decision. So people may be wonderi ng How do
you -- well, I"'mnot trying to renenber everything. But

If I"'mwiting, |"'mnot able to listen and truly
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interact. And we will have the transcripts for everybody
on that part.

But thank you, Mark

So | guess fromthat standpoint, one of the
underlying things I'malso hearing here, and | may be
reading into it so push back on ne, is just your desire
to make sure you still have areas and you're not
necessarily | osing a whole bunch of areas to go enjoy.

MR. SMCOLEN: Correct.

MS. MARTEN:. As much as the pl ace-based
areas. There's different |levels and different chall enges
and that. But also just trying to get -- and ny term not
yours -- losing the ability.

MR. SMOLEN: Correct. And as the FSA we
would sinply like to point out that this area is heavily
popul ated by tourists in the summerti ne because we all
know d aci er and everything else. But in the wintertine
there are a lot of areas that kind of roll up their
sidewal ks. But notorized use is one of the | argest
econom c, what do you want to call it, notor nechani sns
to bring in those tourist dollars in the wintertine for
the area. So we think that maintaining those areas for
W nter use is critical for this area's economc
viability.

MS. MARTEN:. Great; thanks. So other
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t houghts. It can be on what Mark said or questions or
ot her thoughts you guys have on reconmmended w | der ness.

Go ahead John.

MR. LARSON: John Larson. Full disclosure,
' mal so a board nenber and council nenber for the
Mont ana W I derness Association. Specifically, you know,
you tal ked about Bunker Creek, Upper Sullivan Creek and
t he Jewel Basin issue.

| guess ny viewis that it will pay off in the
|l ong run to have as nmuch of that contiguous area as
desi gnated wi | derness as we can get. | think w | derness
I's going to becone even nore valuable in the future in
the ten, fifteen years when the population of this Valley
triples. It's also a national resource for people com ng
i n and enjoying the wilderness experience. And it would
provide a corridor for wildlife habitat that's
undi sturbed that could be really valuable, particularly
as we're |l ooking at effects and clinate change and so
forth.

Specifically on the Jewel Basin edition, |
notice the area to the south was deleted in the nodified
alternative B. And | couldn't find in there a whole | ot
of rationale for that. And there's sone existing
nount ai n bi ke use up there. | guess |'d point out

there's a | ot of areas where nountain bi kes can be used.
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And despite the distance, it's an awful long way in there
to drive a nountain bike. And it would seemthat there
are sone better opportunities for nountain bike
recreation el sewhere.

MS. MARTEN:. So if | could, I had a
representative fromnountain bikes; right? 1'd just be
curious, what are your thoughts on that?

MR. BODVAN:. Well, we didn't file an
obj ection on any of these pl ace-based issues in |arge
part because there are corridors built into the
recommended wi |l derness areas. And | don't know if |
woul d say we're happy with the i ncreased recommended
W | derness, but | think as a conprom se we were all right
wth howthe plan was laid out, at |east with respect to
the Jewel and the Bunker Creek areas. So if -- there's a
nunber of trails in there that are open to nountain bikes
that are close to recommended wi | derness areas in the
draft plan. So if those trails were included into a
recommended wi | derness area and cl osed to bi kes, then we
probabl y woul d have an obj ecti on.

And | think that does go to the objection that
we did file is that recomended w | derness areas don't
need to be closed to bikes. Trails don't need to be
closed to bikes wthin the recommended w | der ness ar eas.

And Region One is the only region that pretty broadly
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applies that closure to bikes in recommended w | der ness
areas. So maybe there's a conprom se out there that
woul d bring those trails within a recommended w | der ness
area but keep themopen to bikes. |If that were the case,
we'd probably have to sleep on it a little bit. But
that's our take on it.

M5. MARTEN. Appreciate it. And | know
there's definitely sone different views. Please don't
wait for nme to call on you if you fol ks have ideas or
t houghts. And G nny will help.

MR. HADDON: Thanks for the opportunity to
participate in the objection period. |'m Dave Haddon. |
will try to speak | ouder.

I think one of ny concerns around the
conti guous areas of Bunker Creek and Upper Sullivan are
that nmy interpretation, |I don't know if you woul d agree
Leanne or Chip. | think Chip actually spoke to this
around the tine of the release of the plan speaking to
the fact that recreation as well as Forest managenent,
active Forest nmanagenent would be increasing on the
Forest or the forest plan was attenpting to enphasi ze
t hose assets. And so ny reading of the forest plan
overall is that it's going to decrease security for
wildlife. And so ny -- our feeling with respect to the

Bunker-Sullivan area is this is a really core area for
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wildlife security wthin the Swan Range.

Dr. John Weaver spoke pretty eloquently in his
report that was submtted to the Forest Service that the
whol e region basically fromthe whol e Swan Range fromthe
Bob Marshall to the Jewel should be recommended
W | derness. W didn't necessarily agree with that
because we understand the | ong-standing commtnent of the
Forest and public in general to snowobiling wthin part
of that zone. But Bunker Creek and Upper Sullivan are
really core areas, secure areas, for wildlife. And this
woul d be one area where the Forest coul d enhance rat her
than decrease wldlife security. So I'll just keep ny
comments on that issue to that for right now.

M5. TRI BE: Any.
MS. ROBI NSON: Ay Robi nson, Mntana
W | der ness Associ ati on.

So Noah and I, we have worked together in other
venues about nountain bi kes and w | derness, and we've
agreed to both agree and di sagree on sone things. And I
t hi nk of, Leanne, the Swan Range, you know, as a
W | der ness advocate, that this incredibly wld area that
coul d have been wilderness in the '80s. And frankly, |
suppose, has been largely utilized by various
recreational uses since then, since that tine when we

al nost were able to pass a wlderness bill. So right
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now, we have established notorized, both winter and
sunmer, and mechani zed opportunities that are anmazi ng
because the Swan Range is anazing. And so | see as sort
of Dave articulated, this kind of shrinking of wldland
potential in the Swan, and that's why this planning
process, in nmy mnd, is really inportant that we not take
away everybody's val ues but that we protect the
W | derness or the wildland core in a way that nakes the
best sense. And so that's why throughout this process I
have been advocating for Bunker and Upper Sullivan Creek
because it nakes sense for an addition onto the Bob
Marshall Wl derness. It adds w | derness onto the current
reconmended w | derness that's adjacent to the Bob.
There's currently no notorized use in that area and very,
very little mechani zed use. So the conflict is very | ow
and the wildland value is very high. So right now, it's
about 27,000 acres of grizzly bear managenment area in
t hat zone.

| say Way don't we just secure that for future
generations and for our wildlife? And we can still
mai ntain alnost all the existing notorized use and
nmechani zed use that currently exists in the bel oved Swan
Range. So that's why |I've been really focused on -- MM
and our nenbers -- on Bunker and Upper Sullivan for the

past five years, not to nention citizen advocates have
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been advocating for this area since the '50s. So | often
tell people I'mnot sone new girl w | derness advocate

t hat cones in here and decides this area needs to be

W | derness. No. | work on the backs of all kinds of

ot her peopl e who have been doing this way before ne. So
that's where | conme from too, today. |'mcarrying that
nessage and that torch for these wild places into the
future.

And so |I've been trying to offer a pragmatic
solution that protects the wild core. And | say Hey, |
realize that, for exanple, nountain bikers use trail 7.
| think we can give up trail 7, even though, frankly, I
think that area should be wilderness too. But let's nove
t he boundary to keep trail 7 out for mechanized users and
still protect the wildland core in the Bunker-Sullivan
area. So | was surprised when the draft cane out where
there were corridors up the Mddle Fork, and
di sappointed. Because | really don't think that the use
currently exists to substantiate those corridors and that
we'll get nore value -- the land is nore suitable, as it
stands right now, for wl derness.

So that's the -- I know I'mtal king a | ong
tine, but this is sonething that is |like a huge thing for
nme. So |'mhappy to talk nore and answer questi ons,

Leanne.
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MS. TRIBE: Thank you, Any.

MS. MARTEN: Well, if | could, I do have a
question. So help ne out, Any, with those -- the
corridors you nentioned and | think as what | referred to
as cherry-stemm ng on that part. So what | hear you

saying is not having those, so having it be nore
contiguous. |Is there any other way, in your mnd, that
you' ve been able to think of or working wth Noah or
others -- and no, |I'mnot picking on you, you just happen
to be representing nountain bikes -- other than not
havi ng them or having then? 1s there anything else in
bet ween there? |s there anything else that that could
look a little different. Mybe not nmean a hundred
percent but a little bit closer to what your dream woul d
be.

MS. ROBINSON:  Yeah. Well, | brought this
map for you. | don't know, you' ve probably seen it. But
this is just one | nade up. And you know, currently,
there's basically no trails in the existing
W | derness -- recommended w | derness addition. And |
cone fromthe standpoint of saying actually trails
enhance the wi | derness experience. And so basically
there's two or three technically trails that | think
shoul d be added into the recomended w | der ness.

MS. MARTEN: For nmechani zed use?
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MS. ROBI NSON:  For reconmended w | der ness.

MS. MARTEN: More trails in reconmended
wi | derness that woul d be open to nechani zed use?

MS. ROBINSON. So currently there are no
trails in the reconmmended wilderness at all. So is that
what your question is?

M5. MARTEN: No. |If | understood what you
said, and I"'mjust trying to get a vision of -- you would
want to have potentially sone trails added for the use of
t he wi | derness.

MS. ROBI NSON:  Yeah.

M5. MARTEN:. But ny question would be if we
added those trails, would you be saying you woul d be okay
W th nechani zed use, i.e., nountain bikes, or are you
tal king just hiking trails?

MS. ROBINSON:  No, I'mtalking just hiking.

MS. MARTEN. Ckay; that's what | was
clarifying.

M5. ROBINSON: But | recognize and |
understand that you're seeking a m ddle ground and a
solution here. So what |I'msaying is, you know, nmaybe
there's sonething we could tal k about. There's three
trails that are now outside of the existing recommended
W | derness. Maybe there's one trail that could be left

out or sonething for nechani zed use.
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M5. TRIBE: So you'd be willing to continue
t hat conversati on

MS. ROBINSON: Sure; I'malways wlling.

M5. TRIBE: So Any, you'd be willing to

continue to expl ore places where that m ght be able to

happen.

MS. ROBI NSON: Yes.

M5. TRIRBE: We'll just leave the mc there
unl ess -- you can pass it around if you think you need

it.

Noah, | know you're part of this so |I'm going
to take that, but then |I've got Edd and then |'ve got
Jake and then | have Frank. So I'mgoing to do it that
way, If that's okay. W'Ill finish up with Noah on this
I ssue.

MS. MARTEN: That's fi ne.

MR. BODMAN: This is Noah Bodnman with
FI at head Area Mountain Bikers. So | guess responding to
what Any and Dave had said, | guess in |large part, ny
position, like Any said, there's not a ton of bi ke use on
those trails. W're way up in northwest Montana.
There's not a lot of bike use on any trails in the
Forest. But those in particular, |I'mnot arguing that
those are heavily used bike corridors, but |I think they

also offer a pretty uni que experience. Sone of the guys
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that are going out and riding those trails are doing
sonething that is difficult and special and that is not
easily replicated el sewhere on the Forest.

John noted that there are better bike trails on
the forest. But not everybody's out there |ooking for an
easy, mani cured, nicely-created four-bikes kind of
experience. And that Bunker Creek area does offer
sonet hi ng that a subset of the nountain bi ke popul ati on
is looking for. And that's not sonething that's easy to
find el sewhere.

And ultimately, ny point here is that there is
arelatively low |l evel of use of bikes on those trails.
And | think it's a tough argunent to make to say that
t hose bi kes using those trails are degrading the
W | der ness character of that area. You know, there's 20
guys out there a year on bikes. | don't see much of an
i mpact there. And now |l can't speak -- | don't know what
notori zed uses are allowed in that area. |'m not
famliar -- | don't believe any of those trails are open
to summer notorized use, and | don't know if any of that
area is open to winter notorized. So if the issue is,
really, just bikes, it doesn't seemlike it should be al
that difficult. |If they're cherry stens |like they are,
you know, it's effectively contiguous. There's whatever

it is, a 50-foot wde corridor, that |lets bikes through
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it wthout having to make things nessy. But as far as
the on-the-ground effects on wldlife and vegetation, |
think it's basically all recommended w | derness. And so
really, if I'"'mlooking at it fromthe point of view of
how do we protect this | andscape, because | think we all
agree that it's worthy of protection, | don't see those
cherry stens as really detracting fromthat protection at
all.

MS. TRI BE: Thank you.

So go on, Edd.

MR, BLACKLER  Edd Bl ackler. And a few
observations that | thought naybe m ght be hel pful to
throw at everyone. Over the years, including way back
when we had a discussion simlar to this about the Noisy
Face, we established sonme reasonable utilizations of the
various areas. And in a big sense, it was to protect the
w ldlife, was one big thing, but we were able to
desi gnate sone absolutely hi ker only, no notorized, and
It nade sone sense. And as years have gone by, initially
as a horse rider, | was all pretty nuch convi nced that
one of the biggest safety dangers was to be in an area
t hat all owed both kinds of use. | thought Look out, |
don't want to be surprised by sone outfit that approached
nme and nmade a ot of noise. And | pretty nmuch held to

that for many years. And then all of a sudden | was
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riding along nice and peaceful on a quiet trail, and I
was overcone by a nountain bike silently approaching.
Scared the holy crap out of ny horse. | don't think we
ever want those uses to be allowed on the sane trail,
ever. And | think one of the problens that |'ve observed
that of the Forest Service trying to be nice to
everybody, which you're trying to be today --

MS. TRIBE: Oh, sure, Edd.

MR. BLACKLER -- you have to draw the
line. And that's ultimately going to be the best
solution for everybody, even with differing opinions. |If
you stick to your guns and say Ckay, we recogni ze these
uses are not conpatible in any way, they never should
happen on the sane place, so this area is assignhed
this for this reason. This area, which is massive for
not ori zed and notor bi kes and bicycles, all the way
around, there's way nore areas that they can use than
that they can't use. So let's nove along and keep the
separation apart and nake it work. And that's going to
be you can't be everything to everybody. It's just not
going to work that way; thank you.

MS. TRIBE: So Edd, your suggestion for a
renmedy here to that uses be separated.

MR, BLACKLER  Yes.

MS5. TRIBE: Regardl ess.
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MR, BLACKLER  Yes.

M5. TRIBE: |'mnot tal ki ng about how nuch
we have or anything. But you're tal king about the safety
nature as well as the enjoynent nature. Thank you.
Thanks.

Jake.

MR, KREI LI CK: Jake Kreilick,

FI at head- Lol o-Bitterroot Citizen Task Force. | just want
to point out that the agency received 34,000 comments in
favor of all roadl ess areas bei ng recommended for

W | derness. A trenmendous anmount of public support out
there for this. So we would certainly, for the Bunker
Creek and Sullivan Creek and certainly the Jewel Basin
which "'mnore famliar wth personally and have spent
sone tine up there, we want permanent protection for all
of this.

I would like to kind of concur with Edd's
comment that | think at sonme |evel, the existing forest
plan still provides a pretty good bedrock that you need
to base sone of these decisions on. Changing sone of the
managenent area designations here to all ow nountain
bi king in sone of these primtive areas is a very
slippery slope. W are not in favor of nountain bikes in
roadl ess areas. W think that, nunber one, it obviously

wll defile the character of the area. But nore
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important in terns of the definition of wlderness, |
think this is outside of the scope of the WI derness Act.
And so we've objected to Senator Tester's bill for the
North Fork of Bl ackfoot and Monture Creek where we see

t he sane thing happen and in Spread Creek. W're not in
favor of that.

So again, we're conmng at this one, obviously
we think that there are nmany ot her val ues that w | derness
represents. W nmentioned the wildlife. | think the
wat er sheds and the water quality values, the air quality
values. Certainly in ternms of the value of it as an
ecol ogi cal reserve, we're allow ng natural processes and
we're allowng old growth. These are the places that are
outside of sort of our normal day-to-day nanagenent on
the Forest. So for us, this is aline in the sand.

MS. MARTEN: So thank you, Jake. And if |
could ask a question with that, |I'mputting nmy nice hat
on here, Edd, on that part. So understand and respect
what you just heard. And one of the things and one of
t he chal | enges, of course, we have is one of the uses of
our public lands is everybody is the enjoynent with your
mountain biking as well. And we heard Noah explain a
little bit, and I know t hrough ot her di al ogues, one of
the things people like are different | evel of chall enges.

They don't want all nice, grooned trails. Sonme of that
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IS nore primtive country. So with that in mnd, do you
have -- if you were sitting in ny shoes and you were
trying to do that, any suggestions on how to nake t hat
wor k and provide that type of experience?

MR. KREI LI CK: W have, through sone of the
former coll aboration, kind of put out sone of these
I deas, nore on the notorized front to kind of have
notori zed | oops and areas where you can really
concentrate sone of that use. M suggestion would be for
t he agency to consider nore of that, again, within the
roaded | andscape but | think within sone nore, | don't
want to say primtive, but certainly nore natural areas
where there's plenty of opportunities out there given the
extent of the road systemon the National Forest system
wher e nount ai n bi kers can have access.

Now, catering to the trails and nore of the
adventure riding, that's sonething that the agency and
the recreation planners are going to have to really put
t heir heads together on maybe to cone up wth sone
concentrated or dedicated areas to that. But again, sone
of these roadless areas, you're not going to find support
across all the environnmental comunity.

MS. MARTEN:. And | definitely understand
that. And | nentioned to folks -- and | appreciate the

way you put it, Edd. Your wording, | really like that,
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we're trying to be nice. But the way | worded it is
obviously | hope I"'ma nice person. But it's trying to
do the job that I have the responsibility, which is
manage the | and that you all own. And obviously there's
a di verse opinion on how to nanage those | ands. And the
chal | enges you descri bed and fol ks have described is one
of the things that I"'mjust trying to get a better feel
w th sone ideas on that.

MR KREILICK | don't think it's sonething
t hat the agency has put enough resources into on that
recreation side. So in terns of a renedy. Because
again, the increase -- the use is increasing and we
recogni ze that.

M5. MARTEN. Yes. Thanks; that helps. And
if this was an easy answer, folks, we wouldn't be sitting
here having the chall engi ng di al ogues we' ve been havi ng
for years. So | just appreciate you bearing with ne
because if | had all the answers I'd |li ke you know what
they were and everybody woul d be happy; right.

M5. TRIBE: So Jake, while you said a |line
in the sand, you made it real clear where you were and
where you represent. But | also heard you say that an
expl oration you were | ooking at notorized before in a
anot her setting.

MR KREILICK: Definitely, within those
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early coll aborations that's when we | ooked at sone of the
nmot ori zed trails.

MS. TRIBE: So Jake, am | hearing that you
would be willing to explore renedies that sort of use
that kind of thing as an exanple that you use with
notori zed to | ook at the business of bikes, for exanple,
nmechani zed, rather, in sort of the sane thought
processes? You said we really need the recreation
pl anners. You'd be willing to at |east help at that,
take a | ook at that.

MR KREI LI CK:  Yes.

MS. TRIBE: Okay.

Edd, you had your hand up. | want to finish
t hi s one.

MR, BLACKLER  Wwell, | just wanted to nake
note that there's currently sone unaut horized creati on of
chall enging trails going on up behind us in
the -- between the Swan Range and up there on the Crane
Mountain. And it's changing its conplexity i nmensely.
And the other thing that happens when this goes on, when
that kind of activity is allowed or granted, it's
tantanount to saying that the other activities are
excl uded. Because they exclude thenselves. And that's
not sonething you want to see. That's why a definite

di vi sion of uses, a very clear one, you're | ooking for
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clarity, should be established. And don't try and say
Wll, we'll let themgo through this corridor. Well,
that just destroys it. This area is w lderness. These
are the rules. This area is notorized recreation. o
t here.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you.

Frank. | have Frank, then | have Steve, then

I*'mcom ng back over here to you.

MR. VITALE: Frank Vitale. And in this
comment, |'mrepresenting nyself. | pack hundreds of
mles alot in the designated wi | derness but even in

nonw | derness | pack a lot of trail crews, MCC crews,

what not. Do sonme contracting once in a while for the
Forest Service. But anyway, Edd -- |1've known Edd for
many years, Backcountry Horsenen. |'m not speaking for

Backcountry Horsenen. But | can honestly tell you

that -- | pull pack string. And if | meet a nountain

bi ker on the trail, I"mgoing to give the ALERT
hel i copter probably sonme business. It's |ike m xing oil
and wat er.

And ny feeling is if an area is recomended for
w | derness, then | don't believe that nountain bi kes have
a place there. Now, | support nmaking single-track trails
for nmountain bikes in appropriate areas. But the

reconmended w | derness areas, | can't support that. And
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like | said, it's a big safety issue. They're just not
going to mx. So that's basically ny comment on the
mount ai n bi ke i ssue with the recommended w | der ness.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you, Frank. That doesn't
mean you're finished for the day. W'IIl cone back to
you.

St eve.

MR WNDBIGER |'m Steve Wndbigler. And
| just want to kind of show an opposite vi ewpoint of what
nost people are show ng here. |'ve been a nultiple use
person for fifty years in Montana. | do a | ot of
backpacki ng, kayaking, all these kinds of things. But
what we're really tal king about here is taking areas that
certain groups have been using. Like we're talking trail
nunber 7, which | believe at one tine, was |listed as the
nunber one | ongest, hardest trail in Anerica for
bi cyclists. They're tal king about closing that off for
W | derness. Well, you're taking from one group and
gi ving to anot her.

Now, nearly half of the National Forest in
Fl athead is wil derness now W have 1,741 mles of
horseback trail. W have 41 trails of bicycle trails.
Used to be, when | was young, if you wanted to
snowobile, if there was snow you could go anywhere you

want ed outside of the w | der ness. Now, we have little
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areas you can go to. Used to be on your notorcycle, your
ATV, you could ride wherever you wanted. Now it's where
you can ride on existing trails. Now, you can only ride
on designated trails and they didn't designate. There's
hardly any trails. There's 30 mles of ATV trails on the
Fl at head Nati onal Forest. Part of that doesn't even
exist and part of it isn't even on the Flathead Nati onal
Forest. You take that conpared to the anmount of horse
trails, we're going to have a |ot nore people riding
bi cycles. W' re going to have the electric bicycle
comi ng out nore and nore that people want to use. And
the majority of the population wll be using the areas
outside of the wlderness area. So to reconmend nore
areas that we're taking away from current uses, because
ri ght now they can ride bicycles in these areas. They
have been snownobil es, they have been | ogged, they have
all these uses, and now they want to take it away and put
it in wilderness only. |If you were | acking on w | derness
you m ght have an agreenent with it. But we have a | ot
of wlderness in the Fl athead National Forest.

MS. TRIBE: So you're suggesting a fair
st andi ng.

MR WNDBI GLER: Right. |'m suggesting we
need to | ook at these areas to the future for the

recreation for the mgjority of the population. As Joe
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Krueger woul d al ways say, W need to |ook at the greater

good.
MR, KRUEGER: | borrowed it.
MS. TRIBE: | have Sarah and then Jerry.
MS. LUNDSTRUM  Sarah Lundstrum | am
technically wearing two hats right now, but |I'm wearing

ny Whitefish Range Partnership hat. Wen we started our
negoti ati ons, we were doing it under the assunption that
mount ai n bi kes woul dn't be allowed in recommended

w | der ness, and some things got wonky in there. But
because we recogni ze that nountain bikers, we thought,
were giving up their opportunities to ride in those

pl aces, we actually sat down and | ooked at ot her spaces
on that Wi tefi sh Range where we coul d maybe conpl ete
sone |loop trails, where all we needed was a short section
of trails here and these two all of a sudden neke a big
| oop. And where could we build nore trails that are
appropriate for maybe a higher | evel use. Because as we
all know, recreation use in the Forest is going up, and
It's going to continue to go up. So | think there's an
opportunity Forest-wi de, not just in our Witefish Range
Part nershi p but Forest-w de around the Swan, to really
bri ng sone groups together and sit down and | ook at the
options that there are to maybe build that two-mle or

quarter-mle section of trail and nake sone | oops that do
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get to those big, wild rides that folks are really
interested in. And you know, really sitting down and

tal king about it, there's probably a | ot of spaces where
there's not conflict. But it just takes sitting down and
tal king about it. And | think we found a | ot of spaces
wthin the Wiitefi sh Range that we could do that that
weren't controversial at all. It was |like Ch, yeah,
that'd be great. So | think maybe it's a m ssed
opportunity with forest planning as it is, but there's an
opportunity down the road where we can have a group of
peopl e, horsemen and snownobil ers and hi kers and bi kers
and everybody cone together and sit down and | ook at that

option to sit down and tal k about the places. Because we

all love this Forest. W all want to recreate here. W
all do it on our -- maybe we can find a way where all of
us get nore instead. | just don't want to be in charge
of it.

M5. MARTEN: You just read ny m nd.

M5. TRIBE: Sarah, there nay not be an
answer today. The effort to search out an answer is
t here.

MS. LUNDSTRUM And in future opportunities
there's a lot of stuff in this forest plan that says it's
a site-specific decision is needed to nmake this happen.

Well, to make that site-specific decision, let's talk
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about trails and travel. And let's do that as a group
I nstead of just as individuals saying | want ny space and
| want ny piece. Mybe we can find nore together.

MS. TRIBE: So Sarah, the positive thing
t hat you hel ped with here is that instead of | ooking at
should there or shouldn't there be, you've said the
desired end for sone would be -- no offense if | use the
word "extrene" in ny sentence?

MR. BODVMAN: |'I1Il survive.

MS. TRRBE: So if we |look at not just the
growth of recreation but the gromh of extrene
recreation, what you' ve hel ped us think about is that
there's probably sone answers here to get to an
opportunity to do that where it may not be within
w | der ness.

M5. LUNDSTRUM Uh- huh.

MS. TRIBE: Noah, you finish it up and then
I*'mgoing to Jerry.

MR. BODVMAN: This is Noah Bodman, Fl at head
Area Mountain Bikers. | agree a lot with what a | ot of
Sarah said. And | get from Frank and Edd there's
concerns about user conflict. But | would suggest that a
| ot of these are -- we can nanage use outside of the
forest plan. W can nanage use on a trail-by-trail

basis. W don't need to do | andscape-|level planning to
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deal with a couple of user-conflict issues.

So what Sarah's getting at, | think there are
opportunities for working through these issues. And
going into the future, | think our group and I'm sure a
bunch of other groups are nore than happy to sit down and
try to get that done. But sitting here today at this
forest plan level, | think the only opportunities | see
are to foreclose those options in the future. W can
cl ose those off here with sone managenent-| evel
deci sions, or we can | eave them open and get down into
the weeds of it and figure themout. And | think that's
nore what |' madvocating for. And | think that's
probably nore what | would take Steve's comment to nean
as wel | .

MS5. MARTEN: So just to hel p nme understand
that, and nmaybe | don't know if it's Steve or others here
as well. The way -- am | correct in hearing you that the
way Chip's draft decision is witten, the forest plan,
that it is closing off the opportunity to have those
site-specific coll aborative efforts? O help me -- can
you help ne understand a little bit nore?

MR. BODMAN: No. | think the forest plan
as it's witten right now, for the nost part, doesn't
cl ose those opportunities off. MNow, if there's a trail

in Bunker Creek that Edd likes to ride his horse on and
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there's user conflicts between a pack train and sone
nount ai n bi kers, we can tal k about closing that specific
trail to bikes.
And maybe to Sarah's comment, naybe we push

t hat bi ke use sonewhere else. Maybe we find a way to
build a trail and create a | oop, sonething like that.
But we don't need to put a recommended w | der ness
designation on that trail to have that conversation. The
Forest Service can manage use on that trail anytine,
regardl ess of what the overlying designation for the | and
Is. And so that's what I'mgetting at. | think we can
forecl ose our options by designating a | ot of these
trails recormended w | derness and, well again, getting to
ny objection, | don't think that necessarily cl oses them
to bikes, but this being Region One, it probably woul d.
But you know, that's getting to sort of a fine-tuning
I ssue using a nuch broader tool than is necessary.

M5. MARTEN. That hel ps; thank you.

M5. TRIBE: Jerry, you've been waiting.

MR. O NEIL: Yes; thank you. Jerry O Neil
First, we have mllions and mllions of acres in Mntana
t hat we've reserved as wi |l derness areas for the horseback
ri der and where we exclude nost everything el se,
I ncl udi ng bicycles, notorcycles, snownpbile. | don't

think -- I don't think we should take one acre away from
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hor seback riders. W should | eave that in w | derness
area. W shouldn't renove one acre of w |l derness. But
also, I think we should not -- the recommended w | der ness
| do not believe we should put into the w | derness. |
think we should put it into a primtive recreation area
whi ch woul d be managed | ocally by our superintendent of
Forest, Chip Wber at the nonent and for a long tine to
cone | hope, and where we woul d al | ow nechani ca
installation of trails and nai ntenance of trails. W
woul d all ow nountain bikes init. |If there's sonepl ace
in there that, with public input, they want to not allow
nount ai n bi kes in, maybe Superi ntendent Wber could say
Ckay; in this area we're going to allow horses in it.
But it should be the starting point for nountain bikes.

| nean, we've got mllions of people com ng
t hrough G acier National Park. | have never -- | don't
recall, or | suppose, there's sone of thempulling a
horse trailer. | don't know, there's not very nmany of
thempulling a horse trailer, but | know there's a whole
bunch of them have nountain bi kes on the back of their
car or behind their car or on the front of their car or
on top of their car. There's a lot of bikes conmng into
d aci er National Park. And those people would Iike to be
able to use their bicycles in the Forest in this area.

And the people in the Canyon, |ike the Gateway to d aci er
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group, they want to allowto have -- to allow their
custonmers to use bicycles in the Forest, not in the
W | der ness area, but how about naking a primtive
recreation area so sonme places they could do it using
Chi p' s know edge and public input. W could
also -- naybe he could make a decision -- we could allow
hi mauthority to nake a decision for sone places in the
wntertine to allow snowmbiles in there. And naybe
there's sone places in the primtive recreation area we
could allow notorcycles. It would be Iocally nanaged,
not managed i n Washington, D.C. |ike the w |derness areas
seemto be, and we could have sone flexibility wth what
we do there with our | ocal popul ation rather than be
hamstrung with all these nasty rul es.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you, Jerry.

So I'"'mgoing to take these | ast couple coments

and then I'm wondering if you m ght want to have peopl e
stand up for about three mnutes and then naybe go back
to these site-specific comments. Because we've kind of
concentrated a | ot on the business of bikes, et cetera.
So woul d that work for you?

MS. MARTEN. That's fi ne.

MS. TRIBE: So pl ease, whatever nanme you're
usi ng now.

MR. SMOLEN:. Mark Snmolen. | think |I'mjust
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going to quickly reiterate that the Fl at head objective to
both the RMAs in the North Fork and down in the Swan,
down the Six Mle, | don't think that's the Bunker Creek.
| get those m xed up.

MS. MARTEN. That's okay; so do I, so
you' re fine.

MR. SMOLEN. But so those were the specific
areas that we objected to. But | have to say | would
very nmuch agree with the not creating recomended
w | derness areas and having a nmuch nore | ocal control
over that area. | think as an organization, we would be
much nore in favor of what this gentleman just said.

M5. MARTEN. So one of the things -- |
don't know if this is a clarification on ny part or a
questi on. So |l don't knowif this will make sense, but
you know, when you tal k about the local control on
recomrended w | derness and |I'll just say other
recreational uses in other areas, I"'mnot quite sure --

MR. SMOLEN: So --

M5. MARTEN: Yeah, help ne with what you
mean by that.

MR. SMOLEN: What | nean, as our objections
stated, we are not supporting the creation of nore
recomended w | derness areas. Therefore, we would be in

nore control of it staying the way it is but allow ng the
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| ocal superintendent to say This area is allowed for this
use, this use, this use, and it would just not be RWA
MS. TRI BE: Thank you.
Dave, did you have your hand up? Ws there a
hand over here? | thought | saw one.
MS. LUNDSTRUM | was wavi ng --

M5. TRIBE: You were getting ready to?

M5. LUNDSTRUM  Well, | was going to but
you said you wanted to sit down -- or stand up.
MS. TRRBE: Well, | want to take the | ast

comments before we do that.
Did you have your hand up, Brian?

MR, PECK: No, but | could put it up if

you' d |ike.

MS. TRIBE: So would you nake your conment,
then we'll see if we can get Brian to say sonething.

MS. LUNDSTRUM  Sarah Lundstrum | suspect
I*'m 1l oud enough without the m crophone. | just wanted to

say, as our Wiitefish Range Partnership, when we worked
together, we did recommend w | derness in the North Fork.
At the sane tine that we were doing that, we al so found
new areas for potential snowrobiling in the North Fork.
And our agreenent was sort of based on a three-| egged
stool, which was recreation, wlderness and tinber. And

if we pull that w | derness out, then our stool falls
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down. So we found trade-offs. And we don't think that

t hey' re unreasonabl e to have recommended w | derness in
the North Fork but potential for increased snowpbiling
in this other area of the North Fork. So I just wanted
to bring up that in terns of your guys's objection, we
actually did find ways and not that Anmendnent 24 all owed
you to ride in the recormmended w | derness that's proposed
now, but we actually did find nore space for
snownobi | i ng.

MR. SMOLEN: So that was di scussed. But
that did not make it into the plan, as | understand it.
The areas in Thicket Creek and other areas were not
added.

M5. MARTEN. They are.

MR, SMOLEN: Al right.

MS. LUNDSTRUM So yeah, so we found space.
So you know, there is room and there's roomfor both
snownobi | i ng and reconmended w | derness in a | ot of these
pl aces.

M5. TRIBE: Well, and that m ght give you
an opportunity to talk to Sarah a little bit about it at
t he break.

MS. MARTEN: And | appreciate you bringing
t hat up because that was one of the things | was briefed

up, but that was a m sunderstanding. It was added and is
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part of it.

M. SMOLEN. This gets back to ny original
comment of if | could see it nore clearly --

MR, WEBER: W're hearing that.

MS. TRIBE: Brian, please.

MR PECK: Well, listening to everyone,
there were a bunch of things | hadn't intended to comment
on, but | guess |'ve been provoked, so | wll. Several
peopl e nmentioned that we in this area in the Flathead,
particularly, we've got plenty of w | derness, we don't
really need any nore. And there's a m sconception that
sonewhere in the Wlderness Act there's a quota system
And it says, you know, Ckay; that's enough, that's it.
You' ve got 52-and-three-quarter percent, no nore
W | derness. There's no quota system It depends on the
w | der ness val ue of an area, period, full stop, that's
it. So there isn't a quota.

Seventy or eighty years ago Al do Leopold said
Wl derness is a resource that can decline but never
I ncrease. And so we have to protect what we have got.
Because once you lose it, the chance of getting it back
is infinitesimally small. So that is what | would
advocate for. Let's protect what we' ve got as our
population is increasing in the Flathead, in Mntana, as

outdoor recreation is a major econom c driver in Mntana
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and certainly in the northwest. |If we don't protect a
whol e bunch now, then all of a sudden thirty and forty
years fromnow, fol ks are going to be saying What the
hell were they thinking? W let all this stuff go.

An exanple is the Wiitefish Range. If we
wal ked around in the Whitefish Range fifty or sixty years
ago, there was like half a mllion acres of what we would
all consider wilderness. WIlIl, nowin the current plan,
we're down to |l ess than 200,000 that was even
consi derable as wilderness. And the forest plan is going
to settle for 80,000 of that. That neans 420, 000
are -- they're gone or they wll be gone or they wll not
be considered. So wlderness is a resource that can
shrink but not increase. And the Witefish Range is a
cl assi c exanpl e.

|'ve seen several docunents from Fish, Wldlife
and Par ks about nountain biking in carnivore country.
And they' ve essentially said There's no way to do it
safely. Cannot be done safely. You just have to say
Ckay; are we willing to put up with risk? And this al
cane fromthe Brad Treat incident a few years back. And
| know a whol e bunch of people that have nearly run into
bears on Forest roads, not trails, but roads. So |I think
we have to put that in the mx and say Are we

consciously -- if we ranp up nore nechani zed use, nore
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bi ke use in recommended w | derness, are we putting bears
and cougars and everything else in conflict with each
ot her where maybe that's not a good i dea.

| guess as the only other coment | had, there
were sone comments about it would be better to have nore
| ocal control, nore control by Chip, the | ocal

superintendent. And | would just rem nd everybody it's a

national forest. |It's not Brian Peck's forest. I'ma
| ocal, but I don't support |ocal control of a nationa
resource. | think we need to keep in mnd that all those

I nconveni ent people in Chicago and Boston and Atl anta and
San Franci sco, damn, you know, they all got a piece of
the action. So that's it. That's all | have.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you. |'mnot sure you're
finished yet, but we've got a ways to go.

Brent, please, would you finish this and then

we' ||l take a quick break.

MR. MORROW Brent Morrow, Swan Vall ey.
This gentleman really stated it well and all the fol ks
here that have tal ked about no nechani zed equi pnent,
bi cycl es, whatever, in w lderness. W haven't had them
in there since the creation of the wilderness -- '64
Wl derness Act. And the areas that we're tal ki ng about
now, the Jewel Basin, 12, 000-plus acres, 28 subal pi ne

| akes, trails, the adjacent Bunker-Sullivan area pl aces




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ W N+ O

157

li ke that, to ne, it's personal, it's sacred ground.

My famly at the tine of ny great grandparents,
| have sone ol d photographs of them up there about 1900,
1901 pi cking huckl eberries and recreating. |It's an area
that -- it's an old cliche saying, but w | derness does
not exist as an island. You can't manage it fromthe
foundry. The subareas around it, the study areas now
t aken out of service and proposed for other uses, it's
just ridiculous. You lose the wild character. You | ose

the flow of wildlife corridors nmoving in and out, the

solitude. I|I'mfor the wilderness extensions in that
area. |I'd like to see it go clear up to Col unbi a
Mountain and Alpine Trail. | think it's ridiculous the

thin soils and high areas up there over 6,000, 7,000
feet, that should all be designated w | derness, to the
Swan Range. |It's a finite resource, folks. And we're
not making any nore of it to talk about because we really
need to preserve it here.

We have a burgeoning population in this
country. Three hundred thirty mllion people, highly
recreation view still to -- d acier Lake trailhead in the
M ssi on Mountains on a Saturday, and there's 55 vehicles
in the parking lot. And it's not going to get any
better. And areas eventually it's going to be |ike the

Coal Lake areas around d acier and places, we are going
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to have to limt use and tines and even canpi ng. And
possibly in sone areas there may be sone horse limts
li ke the Jewel is a special area unto itself in that way.
And |I'mnot anti-horse or anti-notorcycle. I|I'ma
mountain biker, I"'ma hiker. And that's sone of the
things | have to say in support of the w | derness, the
ext ensi ons and no nechani zed.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.

MR. MORROW  Thank you

MR WNDBI GLER: Can | quickly address what
t hey said before we break?

M5. TRIBE: O course.

MR. WNDBI GLER: You're talking -- quoting
Al do Leopold, WI derness cannot be created, only | ost.
We found that's not true. W have created wilderness in
t he Wl cone Creek W1 derness area where a |l ogging m|
used to sit right in the center of it. Al that
W | derness out in the Lakes W/ derness, those areas we're
| ooki ng at here, they've been | ogged, they've been ridden
by bicycles, they've been snownobil ed, they've been
everything el se. And they' ve been put right back to
W | derness. | just wanted to add that.

MS. TRI BE: Thank you.

M5. MARTEN. So thank you, everyone. W'||I

continue on, but maybe take -- the group is okay if we
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take a quick stretch break fromthat? The one thing as

we're doing that, though, a couple seeds for thought.

One of the things when we cone back, I'd |like to tease
out a little bit nore on the |ocal control. Because |'ve
heard it referenced a couple different tines, but | don't
think it's with the sane -- | think people are referring

toit alittle differently. So I'mjust going to need
sone help with that part of it.
And then the other thing I'd just rem nd us,
and you guys are doing a wonderful job, obviously we have
a |l ot of passion around this and we have sone different
perspective wiwth it. And again, no one's right or wong,
there is not a this is the right way, this is the wong
way. This is very helpful for nme putting some context on
sone of the things |'ve been reading. Obviously |I've
been part of these dial ogues, not necessarily locally
here on the Fl athead, but | have extensive background in
many of these things tested out all across the nation.
And for those of you that don't know, a
previous job of m ne was the national director of
w | derness wild and scenic rivers for the agency. So
that's sone of the perspective that |I'mthinking on the
different types of comments and the context that |'m
trying to get a feel for you here on the Fl at head. And

that's where | need to tease out a little bit nore
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because, just |ike you guys, | have sone different | enses
| see and read things through. So I want to nake sure
that |'m seeing themthrough your view as |I'm | ooki ng at
your objections and noving forward fromthat perspective.

So G nny, what you think? Just a quick

stretch.
MS. TRIBE: Let's take five, six m nutes.
MS. MARTEN: Feel free to use the
restroons, coffee and water and stuff like that. We'l|

continue on, but really appreciate it.

(Proceedings in recess from2:57 p.m to
3:07 p.m)

M5. MARTEN. Thank you, folks. Thanks for
com ng back after the short break on that. So one of the
things I'd like to build off of and get your help wth,
and I"'mnot sure if | can articulate this question real
clear, so please ask questions back to ne.

But | nentioned right before we went to break
that one of the things that |I'mhearing that | coul d use
your help with, is |I've heard a couple different people
refer to maki ng sure the Forest supervisor, Chip Wber,
mai ntains or is able to maintain local control. And so
l'"mcurious with the recommended wi | der ness areas, and
l*'mgoing to go back to the Bunker Hill, Sullivan Creek

and Jewel Basin just as a starting point. As the draft
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decision is witten and as the plan is currently witten,
Is there sonething in there that worries you or isn't
nmeeti ng your needs where you feel you're | osing control
or Chip would not have the authority or control of

I mpl ementing the forest plan as witten in the plan

conponents? |I'mjust -- I'"'mconfused. And I'mnot quite
tracking, | don't think, with the way sone of you are
seeing the local control. And that's where | nmentioned |
don't want to see it through ny lens, | need to see it

t hrough yours.

MR VITALE: |1'd like to nmake the first
comment on that. | had the opportunity, the good fortune
to work on the Whitefi sh Range col |l aborative. And it
really opened ny m nd up and yet that was a | ocal
col l aborative. It was open to the public. It wasn't a
cl osed coll aborative. 1In fact, | commend the Forest
Service. W had a lot of these good folks, really. At
every neeting there was Forest Service represented to
hel p guide us and keep us in a straight line. W had
boundari es and paraneters we had to work wth.

And | also agree with what was said about this
is a national forest and every Anerican has a right to
have input. But | do -- | cane away with a npre open
m nd, sitting across the table frompeople wth different

opposing views of mne. And there is a lot of wiggle
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room
And | think as far as local control, | think
that has to be considered. | think sonebody |ike Chip,
who has a |l ot of responsibility, has to | ook and see how
di fferent opposing local issues with the wi de spectrum of
this. This is National Forest and every Anerican has the
right to have input into this. But I'ma real strong
bel i ever of the coll aborative process. |'ve seen it
wor k. Whether we like it or not, one fell ow over here
was opposed to the Bl ackfoot-C earwater deal. Well
t here's sone good things that came out of that and there
are sone things that | don't particularly like. And I'm
not Rocky Mountain Front Heritage Act, these are | ocal
col | aboratives that people that Iive and work in the area
had a ot of input in. So |l ama fan of that, with the
broad view of it is national forest and sonebody in New
York City has just as nmuch right to have input if they
shoul d choose to do that.

M5. MARTEN. So Frank, can | ask you wth
the draft decision as witten in the plan, do you feel
like it's witten in a way that would prevent exactly
what you just described fromoccurring?

MR. VITALIE: | probably am not good to
answer that question.

M5. MARTEN. Ckay; that's fair. Thanks.
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M5. TRI BE: Dave.

MR. HADDON: Dave Haddon. | participated
in the partnership as well and commented on their aspect
of the Forest. And to directly answer your question, |
think the forest plan highly reflects |ocal interest,
probably to the detrinent to the national interest in
sone respects. So | don't think that the | ocal forest
pl anning team did anything that didn't really fully
I ncorporate |local opinion. | think it's witten clearly
with a ot of |ocal consideration, w thout question.

MS. MARTEN. So Dave, is it fair for ne,
then, to take that one nore step further and say for
future i nplenentation of the plan, you don't feel |ike
it's witten in a way or that Chip's decision would
preclude it fromcontinuing to happen as it has with
| ocal col |l aboration being the key part of inplenentation
of the various plan conponents.

MR. HADDON: | don't understand that
questi on.

M5. MARTEN. And this is the part that I'm
trying to tease out ny brain. So what | hear you and
Frank saying is with the Wiitefish Range Part nershi p,
just as an exanple as we nove through the forest planning
process, you guys feel confortable and confident that the

| ocal input and the coll aborati on process was definitely




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ W N+ O

164

taken into account throughout the plan and is accurately
reflected in the plan. Not that all the agreenents were
there but the coll aboration process. |'mgoing one step
further on the actual inplenentation, the site-specific
I mpl ement ati on of the various activities in the plan, be
It trail maintenance, be it the wlderness, be it the
tinmber, the stuff we've tal ked about this norning and
noving forward with | ocal coll aboration and i nput on the
actual how we go about inplenenting the plan on the
ground. Do you feel like that there's anything
precludi ng that from occurring and continuing to occur.

MR. HADDON: No.

M5. MARTEN. Ckay. And | don't know if
t hat hel ped, folks. Wth the wilderness -- thinking the
recomrended w | derness and i npl enentation, that's part of
what |"'mtrying to just nmuddle through in ny own brain
when fol ks are tal king about |ocal authority, how you're
seei ng that.

MR. HADDON: | guess |I'mseeing a trend
towards nore col | aborative process. | think there's a
trend towards | ocal coll aboration nore and nore so. |
feel like the rangers are getting out ahead of projects
and giving the public anple tinme to coment and
participate. | don't think that |I've seen that being

reduced at all.
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MS. TRIBE: And Sarah and Noah both had a
coment .

MS. LUNDSTRUM  Sarah Lundstrum  And j ust
in general, | think that this Forest, particularly with
Chip at the helm has done a very good job of |istening
to coll aboratives, and | don't think that this forest
plan is going to change that in any way. | think it set
the stage in a lot of ways for the greater potential for
col l aboration in the future.

| do think, and I'm not speaking for nyself,

165

S

but | do think that there is a perception fromsone fol ks

or fromsone places that things |i ke recommended
W | derness, because it cones with a sort of specific
management outline already, that that is not considered

to be local control, that that seens like it's com ng

from Washington, D.C. And so | think that's where things

happen. |Is that w | derness areas, obviously, are
desi gnated by Congress. So technically, yeah, it does

cone fromD. C., managed by local but -- so | think that’

S

the difference is when you're tal king about | ocal contro

versus coning fromD.C., | think it tends nore towards
recomrended w | derness and wi | derness than any ot her
managenent area that we have.

MS. MARTEN: So let ne tease that out a




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ W N+ O

166

little bit nore on that, if you don't mnd. So what |
hear you saying is when w |l derness is designated in
Congress, however that legislation is witten, it does
obvi ously put sideboards on what is or is not, or could
put sideboards on what is or is not, allowed within that
area. For instance, we have w |l dernesses in the United
States that have airstrips in them W have w | dernesses
t hat all ow snownpbi | es, have power |lines. W have sone
that don't allow any of those uses. So as you guys are
very much nore aware than I amon the variety of ways

t hi ngs can be |l egislated for designated w |l derness. So

understand that. So for the recommended w | derness part
of it, did | understand you say you felt like that's al so
being dictated, i.e. -- not you, but what you just said,

or help ne.
M5. LUNDSTRUM | think that the
rel ati onshi p between recomended w | der ness and
W | derness, when it cones to managenent, in sone people's
mnd nmakes it feel like it's comng fromD.C. And
think that's where you see the difference between | ocal
control and control from back east.
MS. MARTEN: That hel ps; thank you.
MS. LUNDSTRUM  That's what | think.
That's what |'mreading, but | don't feel that way.
M5. TRIBE: And Noah, you were ready. Then
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|*'mcom ng over here, then I"'mgoing to see if | can get
sone fol ks over there to start tal king.

MR. BODMAN: This is Noah Bodnan. [|'m not
sure this comrent goes exactly to what your question is.
But | think this gets to a ot of what our objection is
where the plan says that nechani zed travel is not allowed
in recommended w lderness. And | think that essentially
removes any | ocal control fromthat discussion. The
pl anning rul e says that the adm nistrator has discretion.
But by this forest plan saying Here's the concl usion,
mechani zed travel isn't allowed in recomended
W | derness, that renoves that discretion that the
planning rule dictates. And so, essentially, it's
removi ng | ocal control.

MS. MARTEN:. Ckay.

MR. BODMAN: The other comment | wanted to
make, which is on a slightly different topic, but getting
to our discussion earlier, | think there was a | ot of
di scussi on about user conflicts and how to nmanage t hose.
And ny preference would be that it's the highest | evel of
| ocal control. That would be on a trail-by-trail basis.
That woul d probably be sonething that a district ranger
could nake the call on whether certain uses needed to be
restricted. And so | don't think the plan as witten

restricts that, except to the extent that recomended
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W | derness woul d be used as a tool to limt user conflict
than it is limting that |ocal control of the district
ranger to nmake a case-by-case decision on a
trail-by-trail basis. And ny point is that | think using
recomrended w | derness to control user conflicts seens
just like that's an awfully big hamrer when naybe a

scal pel is what's needed.

M5. MARTEN. Thank you.

MS. TRIBE: Do you want to nmake the | ast
one here?

MR, SMOLEN: This is Mark Snolen. |
totally agree with Noah. | think that's where | was
seeing it as well. The definition of RM sort of
handcuffs Chip. And it takes the scal pel out of his
hands and puts a big sl edgehammer in, instead of now
you're just saying because it's RWA this is all that can
happen. And the way the plan is witten sayi ng
nonnechani zed, done. And it just -- it doesn't allow for
that scalpel to go in and say No, we could do it here.

M5. MARTEN. Ckay; that hel ps.

MR, BLACKLER  Edd Bl ackler. By talking
about trail-by-trail, dicing things up, you're
over |l ooking the possibility of how an area needs to be
managed for wldlife, in particular. You can't just

divide it and say Wll, it's okay to run the nechani zed
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vehicles up on this trail in the mddle of an area that's
been designated for a purpose and the purpose

bei ng -- one of the purposes being that it's there to
protect the corridors for wildlife. And also, it's
managed for erosion and those kinds of things which takes
a lot of consideration. So you don't want to pieceneal

it too nuch under the auspices of Wll, we want | ocal
control. Because you should have a plan that's justified
on an overall basis that has sonme broad aspects to it,

not just piecenealing things apart by the idea of going

trail-by-trail. That would drive Chip crazy anyway.
He' d have people in his office every day with Well, we
really like this trail, can you possibly change this for

us? That isn't going to work.

MS. MARTEN. O he'd be sitting here
hol di ng his head. Thank you.

MR WEBER It would drive ne sonepl ace
al ready am

M5. TRIBE: Jake, |'m com ng.

MR, LARSON: | think that |ocal control,
when you're tal king about that in terns of responding to
truly collaborative efforts, is a great thing. The
danger is that it deteriorated, if you wll, into
whoever's scream ng the | oudest wwns. So that is

what ever group is naking the nost noise in Chip's office
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is the one that's going to prevail. That's what |
woul dn't |ike to see.

MS. MARTEN: And | understand that.

MR. LARSON: That cuts two ways, too.

MS. MARTEN: So just to clarify, John,
you're saying that -- what | think I heard you say is the
col | aborative effort is very positive.

MR. LARSON. Absol utely.

MS. MARTEN: However, a true coll aborative
effort is you nmake sure it isn't the loudest. 1l.e., you
could have different groups working, but just because one
maybe, as you said, is screamng the |loudest, to be truly
col | aborative, regardl ess of how often or how vocal, it's
listening and being truly open to all the views and take
theminto account. But it can be a very slippery sl ope
I f you're not purposeful about that.

MR, LARSON: Yes.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.

Jake, you are next.

MR, KREILICK: 1've been devel oping a
fairly long and deep critique about coll aboration in the
| ast few nonths, just in ny owmn head. And |I'm not goi ng
to get into all of that now because it's sort of outside
of the realm But you know, in the context of the public

process and how the agency is proceeding around this
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forest plan revision, | have issues, definitely, wth how
the col |l aboration went forth. | do feel like it's not
equal, you know, in terns of resources, in terns of how
t hese processes on district or Forest |evels, how they
really hit the ground. | found on the project |evel,
okay, fairly effective. But where |I'm now kind of a
critic is | don't feel like it's an appropri ate nechani sm
for wlderness for designating wlderness. There's too
much at stake in terns of the | arger | andscape, all the
|l aws and all of the previ ous managenent designations that
are inpacted by this. So | think it's the wong tool for
desi gnating w | derness. That would be ny comment around
this.

Havi ng participated in it for about seven
years, the Lolo Restoration Commttee, the Lemhi County
Forest Restoration G oup down in Sal non and al so t hrough
FireSafe Montana, generally positive experiences with the
peopl e and getting to know fol ks, you know, trust
building. But in the end, | don't really feel Iike,
certainly in ny issues, wldlands protection, w | derness
desi gnation, these were not priorities. W made sone
progress on better forest managenent work on the ground.
But on these l|larger, overarching issues, | think because
the values are so different, it nmakes it very hard to

kind of cone to terns and nake it fair.
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| don't think it is fair because there have
been a | ot of people working to protect our renaining
w | dlands fromlong before | was here. | got here in the
md '80s. So we've been fighting for wilderness for a
long time. We're going to continue to fight over it.
That's what a | ot about this is today is what's going to
get reconmmended. No guarantee that we're going to get a
bill, you know W haven't had a bill since -- well, we
got the Heritage Act. But |I'mtalking about the deal
wth the remaining wildlands in this state. No, there's
been no Congress person that's been able to pass
anyt hi ng.

So it's going to be these processes where a | ot
of this work gets done. And as | said, | think because
t hey do belong to each and every American, they're
supposed to be nmanaged in the public trust according to
that public trust doctrine, and that is definitely not
| ocal control. That is not |local control at all

MS. MARTEN: Thanks.
M5. TRIBE: Thank you.

Dave.

MR. HADDON: Dave Haddon. Just to bal ance
out nmy comrent about there being plenty of |ocal control,
| think to sone degree there's way too nuch. | nean,

t hese are national forests; we' ve tal ked about that. But
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| understand the Forest Service officials, they live in
the environment, they have to be accountable to the | ocal
people to a | arge degree. And | think the recomended

W | derness decision, if you |look at the national

I nterest, perhaps the Flathead National Forest and this
pl an on represented wilderness it is a dimnished
resource. |t has high value. So perhaps the Fl athead
Forest in its plan underrepresented the national interest
in that regard. But they made the decision to recommend
al nost 200, 000 acres as recomended w | derness. So they
made a hard deci si on about sone | andscapes.

Now, the regul ations, | guess, give the forest
supervi sor the option to make nore | ocal decisions on a
case-by-case basis. But that sets up a slippery sl ope or
a situation where those |ands that were -- for which the
hard deci si on was made, now will get thrown back into
| i mbo, and a decision ultinately really isn't made. And
you set up a social dynamic within the | ocal conmunity
where you have the fight continue. And | don't think
that's healthy. | think the Forest Service should nmake a
deci si on and should nake a decision to protect those
val ues, because they're already representing them as far
as |'mconcerned, on the Fl athead Nati onal Forest.

So there are nmultiple values represented in

reconmmended w | derness. The only real interests that are
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not represented, as you all know, are forns of nechani zed
and notorized recreation in certain extractive practices.
So you really are protecting nunerous Forest val ues that
are guaranteed by law. So | just think -- | would just
like to add that in to the fact that there is a | ot of
| ocal public support for the National Forest, a |ot of
| ocal input, but that the Forest Service -- it's a hard
deci sion. You | ook at Bunker-Sullivan. 1[It really | ooks
tonme like it's unmanageable. And the real values there
as | think Any spoke to in ternms of the values | spoke to
in terms of that being a really core area for wildlife.
So nmuch nore could be done there than the recommended
W | derness that's there. It could be nmuch larger. And
it could really protect those values, all the way from
the gate of Bunker Creek that abuts the Bob Marshall all
t he way up and over to Sullivan Creek. That could be a
really great area, and you coul d nake a hard deci si on
about that that would really protect those values. And
the val ues that would be sacrificed very, very m nim
nmechani zed use and zero, really, notorized use.

| just advocate for naking the hard deci sion
and sticking by it. Because you're going to set up a
social dynam c that's going to keep this issue
unr esol ved.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you, Dave.
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In fact, what | was going to do next is | was
going to cone over to you and say Let's start over there
with you, Doug, and see if there are other comments. So
pl ease.

MR. NORMAN:. Doug Norman from Cut Bank.
Now, I"'mthe outsider. W do the Lewis and C ark side
mai nly ot her than Skyl and Road. You guys are very
know edgeable on this up in your own areas, and it's
great. |'ve seen the process going on since the early
"80s. Been a little bit involved, | was young. | was
probably thirty then. Lets you know how old |I am

The Forest Service on the Lews and d ark side
al ways tal ked about a buffer zone. Anytine you got a
W | derness, you have to have a buffer zone. Wat the
heck's a buffer zone? WIlIl, that's to keep Joe Public
away fromthe wlderness with his snowmbil e, notorcycle,
what ever, gane cart, bicycle, now Ranchers on the Rocky
Mountain Front, they nmade an agreenent to shut those
gates so that they wouldn't get up in towards the Bob
Marshall, up in that high country. And they could go
back in there with Jeeps and stuff and fence. They used
to fence back in there. And so they nade the Rocky
Mountain Heritage Site, which could be a w | derness by
t he next president, who knows. Just because it isn't.

But what happens with the wlderness is then you need
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anot her buffer zone.

So what you give up for a wilderness up in
Bunker, | don't even know where Bunker Creek is; okay?
Sounds like it's going to be up that creek a ways and
It's going to be designated w | derness hal fway up. But
they're going to need it at the bottom of the creek,
those gates wll be shut because you need that buffer
zone. QGeat Bear W/l derness wasn't even a w | derness
when | noved to Cut Bank and they had a buffer zone. Now
t hey got gates shut, they got catwal ks nade. This is
what you do. This is how it happens.

The next forest supervisor that's hired for the
Fl at head is going to forget all of these agreenents that

we sit here and make. They forgot on the Lew s and

Clark. W had a corridor -- you're talking about
corridors -- in the Badger-Two Medicine, with Max Baucus,
nmet in Cut Bank at dacier Electric. |I|If you guys would

just snownobile or four-wheel in this corridor, it would
sure make us happy because we do have a few nopuntain
goats up on top of this one nountain Lee Creek Ridge.
Wll, we'll sure do that. WeIlIl, that's gone. And the
last tinme we met with them they never heard about a
corridor. Wat? Wat kind of agreenent was that? So
unless it's in law, the next guy forgets. The next group

that are working for the Forest Service back there in the
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back table, they don't know about it.

Alittle history, this is just kind of for
what ever, us nerchants -- | got a business in Cut Bank.
Mont ana State was going to close all the unenpl oynent
offices in all the small towns in the State of Mntana.
So the Montana Retail ers Association, along with the
Har dware Retail ers Associ ati on, nade an agreenent to pay
an extra fee on all of your unenploynent -- the enpl oyers
paying this fee to keep these offices open. So | get a
call or | hear fromthe chanber of commerce they're going
to close the Cut Bank unenpl oynent office. And | talked
tothe gal. W had a neeting like this, and | said You
can't do that. W're paying a fee to keep these open.
You are? Well, I'lIl check on that. So anyways, the
neeting was over and | got a call about a week | ater.
Sure enough, we've been paying to keep these offices
open. So she didn't -- they had no idea what that tax
was on the payroll tax. Anyways, they forget.

Forest Service has a |law for w |l derness. It

says This is howit's nanaged, period, anmen, that's the

way it should be managed. |If you nake it bigger, you're
gonna get a bigger buffer zone. |It's going to have to.
It will have to go down. You cannot put the Forest

Service w | derness up against a county road, up agai nst

Skyl and Road. That's what |'m concerned about it,
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putting it right up agai nst Skyl and Road, have the
W | derness |line noved up there. So they're going to have
to close off nore of it to put that safety deal in for a
buf fer zone. So anyways, a little history. So however
you nmanage your own Fl at head over here, good |uck. |
nmean, you're doing a good job. But | just want you to
know t he next generation wll forget these agreenents.
M5. MARTEN. So thank you, Doug. And
there's a lot of folks on the phone that are fromthe
Hel ena-Lewis and Clark so |I'msure they were |istening.
But sonething that | just take note of, several
things, but real clarity and being very cl ear on our
deci sion so the next people that cone in twenty years
fromnow, hopefully, we mnimze how nuch is not
renmenbered or unknown. So that's sonmething that we're
continuing to work on. And we haven't hit the mark a
hundred percent yet but we continue. So thank you on
that part. So continue to work with the forest plan.
And the other thing that you brought up that
"Il just say a note to nyself and for folks, is just
maki ng sure we're clear, buffer, not buffer, what it
means and sone of those things. Because | know what
you're referring to there, and |'ve got sone of ny own
experiences throughout ny career and stuff. However,

it's not a yes, there has to be buffer, no, there's no
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buffer on that part of it. And if we're not clear about
it, it can be confusing fromthat. So | say that nore as
a tickler fromthe standpoint of keeping that in m nd and
with Chip here, you know, | know he's been thinking about
it. But if that isn't clear or if it's just left
questionable in folks's mnd, then that's sonething
that's good for us to know. Because our intent is not to
| eave it unclear but to have it very clear throughout the
deci si on and the docunmentation. So thank you for

bri ngi ng that up.

MS. TRI BE: Doug, thanks for com ng over
t he nount ai n.

MR, NORMAN:  You bet.

M5. TRIBE: At |east you waited until
April .

Well, if it's all right, I'"'mgoing to go to
t hese comments and then |I'm going to nmake sure that
anybody who has not spoken has an opportunity and anybody
who wants to say a last thing is able to do it. So Kari
and Sharon you had your hands up together.

DR. GUNDERSON: | wanted to talk a little
bit nore about buffer zones. And | want to bring up the
Col orado W/ derness Act of 1980, which basically was
passed because cattle ranchers who had pre-existing

| eases in what becane sone of the first wl dernesses were




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ W N+ O

180

worried that future w | derness designati ons woul d

excl ude grazi ng because of wlderness. So they wanted to
protect their interest. But also in that Col orado

Wl derness Act, it made it illegal on Forest Service

W | dernesses for there to be any buffer zones, |egal,
formal buffer zones. And | want to use the M ssion
Mountain Wlderness as a case in point. |It's a unique
W | derness, but it's an island wlderness. It's a |long,
skinny w |l derness. And we are fortunate to share that
W | derness with the Salish Kootenai Tribes. |It's the
first tribally designated w | derness anywhere in the
country. Well, their tribal council who listened to
their people and their elders and the dyads, saw the

I mportance and they -- because they're not part of the
Nati onal W/ derness Preservati on System -- set aside a
buf fer zone running along the | ower portion of their

W | derness to serve as a cushi on between the devel oped
valley floor, the Mssion Valley, and the w | derness.
However, on the National Forest side, we don't have that
because of that law. But we al so have clear-cuts right
up to the wlderness boundary from Pl um Creek. Anybody
can go up and visit JimLakes Basin and see what
happened. And that's why | am here today to speak very
strongly to support all of the wlderness additions al ong

the east slope of the M ssion Mountain WI derness because
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the edge of that is unacceptable in places |ike Jim
Lakes. And that was one of the recommended additi onal
wi | derness areas for consideration.

And as was tal ked about earlier in our
di scussion this norning, you know, what Plum Creek, the
| egacy they left was not good, and there's already been
I nt ensi ve nanagenent in -- fromthe Swan Valley floor up
to the w il derness boundary. And so we need those

W | derness additions because we can't |egally have buffer

zones.

MS. MARTEN: Thanks, Kari .

MS. TRIBE: Sharon, please.

M5. LAMAR |'m speaking as a citizen,
Sharon Lamar.

MS. TRIBE: Sharon, can | interrupt you a
m nut e?

Doug, did you have a question about the

Col orado law? Was that -- | just heard you ask Jake and

I wondered if other people didn't understand that. You
want to clarify that |aw?

DR. GUNDERSON: It just prohibits form
buf f er zones.

MR, KREILICK: I n Col orado.

DR. GUNDERSON: No, in all national

forests. So w | derness advocates wll say W want nore
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W | der ness because we can't have buffer zones to any of
t hose edge effects and to protect wldlife travel
corridors and water quality for bull trout.

MS. TRIBE: So we have a team nenber over
here that had a little clarification, Kari. She wanted
t o add sonet hi ng.

M5. MOORE: So Kari, wthin w |l derness
desi gnati on, you cannot have a buffer zone.

DR. GUNDERSON: CQutside. W can't have
t hem out si de.

M5. MOORE: Okay; |'mthinking of the 2330
directive that says you can't have a buffer wthin the
W | der ness.

DR. GUNDERSON:. What woul d be the point of
havi ng a buffer inside w | derness?

MS. MOORE: Yeah. Well, you can't buffer

MR. MORROW \What she's speaking to is the
I mportance of what we're tal ki ng about here of the study
areas and the issues wth nmechani zed and not and
mai ntai ni ng the character, as | stated earlier, it's an
old cliche, w | derness does not exist as an island. And
this is a prine exanple. The study areas are highly
critical to maintaining and going forward and keepi ng

themin the study area and keeping themin because we
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need those buffer boundary areas. W should have t hem
all over the nation. And we should have these additions
that are in question today.

M5. TRIBE: So | just wanted to nake sure
t hat we were clear on what Kari tal ked about and, again,
as you're saying, Kari, is that those areas, in sone
cases such as in the Mssions, serve as a de facto buffer
area in a sense. That was our point.

MS. MARTEN:. And if | could, G nny, and
Ray, |'m | ooking over at you, | think he's noting this.
This whole -- again, the topic of buffer and just being
real clear when the final decision is sonething that I
appreci ate you bringing up. | had not been thinking
buffers. And so the fact there, it just raises sonething
to note and make sure that we're clear on and that we
have, however it's worded or not worded or is or is not,
people are just very clear what it is or is not from
that, any overall intent. So thank you for sharing your
experiences on that.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.

So | wanted to -- is this about the buffer

al so?

MR, NORMAN: No.

MS. TRIBE: And Sharon, that's not.

Go ahead.
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MR. NORMAN: Doug Norman, Cut Bank. So you
won't -- you wll create buffer zones. You have to have
a buffer zone. You don't have to, it's not | aw. But you
can't just have w |l derness |ying and get out of your
pi ckup and go out in the ditch and you're in the
W | derness. You're breaking the | aw, packing a chain saw
or whatever you're doing. O on a notorcycle or bicycle,
ki ds get out there on Skyland Road, and they're riding
t heir bike up there and down there. So don't you need a
buf f er zone?

MS. MARTEN. WwWell, | think that's, Doug,
where it needs to be teased out a little bit nore. Wat
you just described as a buffer and I think what sone
others are describing as a buffer, we're using the sane
termneaning little different things on that.

MR, NORMAN. Well, it's to keep Joe Public
from breaking the law. The buffer zone is to barrier
that fromthemgetting into that far end, is it not?

M5. MARTEN. My interpretation of, not
necessarily. Not every place every tine when peopl e use
buffers. | have a little bit different experience with
them |'mnot saying that's wong, but |I'mjust saying
that isn't every place |I've been when people use the term
"buffer.” So not going to get to a yes or no or a clear

answer here, but it's sonething that obviously needs to
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So thank you.

MS. TRIBE: So maybe taking all of those
comrents about buffers, the thing that you would Ili ke,
Leanne, to think about is the concept of what happens
when anot her ki nd of managenent cones right up to the
edge or private |and or whatever right up to the edge of
a W | derness area.

MS. MARTEN: And |'m doubl e-checki ng for
f ol ks on the phone, Ray, who's noting it down so | know
it won't get lost, and | know Banbi has it in the
transcript. So very hel pful; thank you.

MS5. TRIBE: So Steve, is this still the
buf fer?

MR. W NDBI GLER:  Yes.

MS. TRI BE: Because | have Sharon waiting.

MR. W NDBI GLER: Steve W ndbigler. Real
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quickly I just wanted to tal k about what Kari was tal king
about, the buffer zones being illegal. And | have read
that, but I know in Montana in the w | derness areas,

there's sone places as far as seven niles you hi ke back
in before you actually get to the wilderness line from
where the road's closed. W have lots of buffer zones,
sone of them huge. So we'll see how this goes.

M5. MARTEN. See how it goes.
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M5. TRIBE: So Sharon, what are you
t hi nki ng?

MS. LAVAR: l"ma citizen. " ma hiker,
primarily, a backpacker. And | hike into the M ssion
Mountain W1 derness, the Bob Marshall, Swan Front, Jewel
Basin. So | know those areas well. So | |ove to hear

about everybody using our public | ands in whatever way,

whet her you're a snowpbiler, a biker. |[|'ma biker too.
But | have hundreds of hundreds of miles of roads to use
in the back country that | like to bike on. So ny point

Is we all appreciate the wild val ues of our Forest, and
I'"'min favor of adding the wlderness -- the areas to the
M ssion Mountain WIlderness, and | commented on that
earlier. Because as Kari said, it's a narrow w | derness,
and the areas that were proposed have wonderful wildlife
val ues. And so not only should we be considering all of
t hese comments that we're maki ng today about what our
needs are and our wants are but there are those wildlife
values that | hope don't get lost in the discussion.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.

So Any, |I'll take your comment, and then |I'm
going to consider it the last that you nake, just because
| want to pick up the people who haven't spoken yet. So,
pl ease.

M5. ROBINSON:  Any Robinson. | was just
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going to support a couple of itens that you guys were
tal king about early in the planning process. W got out
on the ground and conpiled a couple of reports. And I
had the fortune to explore and do a | ot of bushwhacki ng
i n some of those |ower elevations, wildlands that are
adj acent to the M ssion Mountain W1l derness and | think
In areas that not very nany people go. And so we
submtted those reports to you all early in the process
for consideration in that revision, obviously.

So anyway thanks for rem nding ne of that,

Kari .

And then, | also just wanted to not shift gears
conpl etely because | know this is an inportant
conversation, but |I know we're also running out tine.
And | just had a couple of remarks | wanted to make about
t he managenent of recommended wi |l derness and like this
nunber 2 here on the back of the briefing sheet. | know
that we've heard a | ot about bikes in recommended
W | derness. And | know that you all are well aware that
where ny perspective and MM's perspective is on that so
Il won't rehash it. But | did just want to clarify on
poi nt nunber 2 here, | wanted to nake sure you
under st ood, Leanne, that it says "Some objectors wanted
nmechani zed transport and notorized uses as a standard and

not a suitability plan.” | think it's nore accurate to
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say "as a standard in addition to the suitability plan.”
So | just wanted to make sure that was out there, that
you guys got that.

MS. MARTEN: Ckay. Very hel pful; thank
you. That does -- a little bit different connotation
when you put it that way, so thanks.

M5. TRIBE: So Mke, | haven't heard from

you yet. | heard fromyou earlier today.
MR, ANDERSON: | know, when | was in
audi ence. Well, I've really enjoyed the discussion

today. M ke Anderson from The W/I derness Soci ety.

First, | did want to nmake sure | conpl enent ed
the Forest Service on over six years' worth of great work
| believe on this plan revision. The Chapter 70
W | derness process is lengthy, but | think the Forest
Servi ce has done a credible job of inplenenting that. |
think -- | congratul ate the Forest Service on taking this
col | aborati ve approach especially on the Witefish Range
Partnership. | think that's a great precedent nationally
for the Forest Service and planni ng process. The
W | derness Soci ety's been working closely wth Mntana
W | der ness Associ ation throughout the process, and we are
very much seeing eye to eye on our reconmendati ons and
our concerns here.

The main thing | wanted to bring up today is
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just that we're not confortable with how the w | der ness
managenent suitability plan conponent is kind of |eft
hanging in the record of the decision in terns of when
i npl enent ati on actually takes place. W feel that
there's a need for sone greater specificity, sone clarity
about when the trail closures or whatever woul d be
inmplenmented. O if there is going to be a foll ow up
process, we don't want it to be taking place ten, twenty
years fromnow. W want to have sone tine specificity on
that, if that is the approach. Qur preference is to take
nore of a standards approach |ike the Kootenai plan did.
But the approach that you're taking now wth the
suitability is a valid one, but we would |Ii ke to see nore
specificity regardi ng when that foll owup process wll be
conpl et ed.

MS. MARTEN:. And that's actually in the raw
that you're referring to, nore desire for specifics and
I mpl enent ati on part of it.

MR. ANDERSON: Correct.

M5. MARTEN:. Thank you, M ke.

M5. TRIBE: So |'m going this way.

Mark, did you have anything else to say? kay.
Edd, are you okay.
MR. BLACKLER: Thank you for allowng this

to take pl ace today, and appreciate the input we' ve been
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able to listen to. And | encourage you to nove forward
and preserve as nuch w | derness as you can and specify
who gets to do what where.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you. W call that
zoni ng.

St eve?

MR. WNDBI GLER: One of the things | wanted
just to remnd you is that anytine you're taking
sonet hing fromone group and giving it to another, really
consider that. You know, is that really fair to take and
say Ckay, this group has a huge area they can use and
we're going to take and grab sone nore fromthese other
peopl e and give themthat. For exanple, horseback and
hi kers, we can use the entire National Forest. But we're
t al ki ng about here taking a bunch nore and saying only
they can use it. And everybody who's mechani zed or using
any other source can't use it anynore, even though they
historically have. W really have to consider is that
sonet hi ng you want to do?

M5. MARTEN. Thanks, Steve; thank you.

Jerry, did you have any | ast comrent ?

MR. O NEIL: Absolutely. If we were to put
the Whitefish Range into primtive recreation area, we
could do the agreenent with the coll aborative plan cane

up with and do this part for this and this part for this,
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all inthis primtive recreational area. And then if
condi ti ons changed, we can go |ocally and change that
rat her than a federal |law, act of Congress. |It's nuch
easier to adjust for conditions locally than it is
Washi ngton, D.C. Thank you.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you.

Anyt hi ng el se, Doug?

MR. NORMAN:  No; thank you.

MS. TRIBE: Jake.

MR. KREI LI CK: Yeah, |'ve got just a couple
of points. One, increase in party size to 35 stock, 15
people wilderness is way too much. W believe this is
really going to degrade the trail systemand put a | ot of
I mpacts around the canpgrounds. So we would |ike the
agency to consider just limting it to 15 to 15.

Finally, we would |ike the Forest Service to
confirmif the existing nmanagenent plan and the limts of
acceptable change is still in effect or is it being
repl aced by the new plan. So that's a question we'd |ike
to confirmon that.

And obvi ously, you heard ne; we're for
protecting every | ast.

MS. TRIBE: Leanne, did you need a
clarification?

M5. MARTEN. Well, | just wanted to make
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sure fol ks captured those coupl e questions. Thank you.
M5. TRIBE: Thank you, Jake.

Steve, | don't think we've heard fromyou yet.
MR. GNI ADEK: Steve Gni adek.

And H , Wendy.

I would like to comment on wilderness wildlife
and core, but let ne defer that for a nonment and try to
address sone of the things that |'ve been hearing.

I share m xed feelings about collaboration |ike
t he Whitefish Range Partnership. Sone of the things |
heard suggest that it's local and then it's not | ocal,
and I"'ma little confused by that. Seens to ne it's a
very |l ocal undertaking that while it nay represent to
sone extent national interest through MPCA, MM, but
|l argely is a | ocal endeavor and so it does sort of
preclude the national interest in that coll aboration.
And since the National Forests are national, then those
ot her people have a say as well as the | ocal people. So
it's a balance, and it should be a bal ance.

It seens ironic when, if it ever becones | aw
and becones big Ww | derness out of that process, all of
a sudden it's Washington telling us what to do when it's
actually a local collaboration. So we need to put that
I n cont ext .

I was disturbed by sone of the di scussion about
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precluding uses. | understand that. But earlier in the
process | commented on terns |ike "constrai ned,"

constrai ning deci sion space. And we heard sone of that

t hat desi gnated w | derness constraint, decisions based
when, actually, every decision constrains decision space.
And we need to be careful of using those ternms that if
you decide to harvest in an area or allow notorized
vehicles on a trail or bikes on a trail, you've precluded
other decisions. So let's be careful of the use of how
we use "constraining."

VWell, et ne junp to wilderness. | appreciate
the value of w | derness for quiet recreation, solitude,
and | use it for that. And naybe all too often
W | derness advocates see it as a user group versus user
group kind of contention. But I, as a wildlife biol ogist
for over forty years, ny experience tells ne that
W | derness is an extrenely inportant value to wildlife,
peri od, whether you're tal king about teeny species of
conservation concern for all wldlife. 1've worked over
ny career wth a nunber of wildlife working groups
devel oping strategies for grizzly bears, for |ynx,
wol verine, a variety of species. And the thing that
keeps comng up in those groups is core, core habitat.
And to ne that's big Ww I derness. The best core you can

have is wlderness. |It's the nost protective of
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wildlife. Not sinply of those T and E or speci al
concerned species but all wildlife. And |l see it in the
context of the broadest possible neaning of wildlife,
fromdicky birds to small mammals to invertebrates. The
whol e real m of what we m ght call biodiversity is best
protected in w il derness areas, secondary to maybe in
roadl ess and ot her areas. But when you step out of
W | derness and tal k about | ocal control, there are
problenms with future decisions that can change how t hat
is affecting those areas.

So rather than reiterate why | supported
W | derness, | just wanted to give sone context to that,
that it's based on the belief that wlderness is the best
formof protection for wildlife. 1[I'lIl leave it at that.

MS. MARTEN: Thanks.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you, Steve.

John, did you have anyt hi ng?

MR. LARSON: John Larson. Just real
briefly, regardi ng Bunker Creek, Sullivan Creek. One of
the species up there is nountain goats. And although
t hey're not threatened or endangered, that | ocal
popul ation -- I'mnot even sure it exists anynore.
Local i zed popul ations are in deep trouble. So hopefully
we can protect them

MS. TRI BE: Shar on.
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M5. MARTEN. If | could, G nny, so we've
been bringing up wldlife which | really appreciate. And
we won't get into everything on wildlife, but it is on
t he agenda. | know that many of you will be here
tomorrow and be participating in that. So like |I said
earlier this norning, many of these things | know because
that's part of natural resource nmanagenent, it all kind
of overlaps. But | appreciate you bringing up the
perspective fromthe recommended w | der ness st andpoi nt as
wel |, so thank you.

MS. TRIBE: That will also help you
tonorrow to put context around wldlife. So thank you.

Shar on, any other?

M5. LAVAR No.

MS. TRIBE: Kari, anything el se?

DR. GUNDERSON: Just three quick points. |
wanted to point out that Ken Cordell, who was a research
scientist in the southeast region, and other researchers
have | ooked at projected wlderness into the future. And
as our popul ation grows, the wlderness wll grow It
wll diversify but the demand will not drop for
W | der ness.

Anot her point | wanted to bring up is if you
| ooked at the Boul der-Wiite O ouds W derness designation

in ldaho, they did decide to put some cherry-stem
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nmount ai n bi ke access in, but they had to beef up their
W | derness ranger patrols. They had to increase |aw
enforcenent patrols. And in the |ight of budget cuts,
soneti nes wi |l derness rangers are the first ones to go.
Everybody wants trails open, but w | derness rangers

sonetinmes get the short end of the deal. And in ny
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thirty-five years working in the back country, you know,

| aw enforcenent was far and few between. The acreage

that they are responsible for is ridiculous. They cannot

begin to be everyplace they need to be to nonitor ill egal

snownobi | e trespass, chain saw use, nountain bi ke use,
where they're not to be. So | think we need to throw
those elenents into the recipe as well.

And al so as far as addi ng new w | derness t hat

maybe had some scars of the past, that's why the Eastern

W | derness Act was passed or we woul dn't have any
w | derness in the East Coast because of all of the ear
settlenent. And now those are val uable historic and
cul tural resources.

And the last thing on buffer zones, believe i
or not, there are wildernesses in Arizona where the
W | der ness boundary stops at a sidewalk. | don't ever
want to see that happen here. W are very |ucky but,

know, people are hiking down trails |eaving the

Iy

t

you

W | derness, and they can see people's sw nm ng pools and
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what's on their TV screen in their houses.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you, Kari. Thank you for

t hat vi sual
Brent, did you have anything el se?

MR, MORROWN Brent Morrow, Swan Valley. |
guess | woul d just echo support for things that Kari just
discussed. It's a finite resource, folks. [I'll say it
again. Fromthe upper north end of the Swan Range cl ear
down past Hol |l and Lake and the addition in the M ssions.
It's vital. And as we go forward, we're going to need
that for the enjoynent of an expandi ng Anerican
popul ation and for folks who visit from around the worl d.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.

Bri an, anyt hi ng?

MR. PECK: Brian Peck. Last night | was
| ooki ng t hrough appendi x 4, which is on recommended
w | derness. And so | was going through each of the 25
areas that were evaluated. And what | expected to find
at the end of each one of those evaluations for criteria
and each one is Here's why we chose that or Here's why we
excluded that. And | never found it in there. And I'm
wondering, is it somewhere else in the docunent? It
seened pretty basic, if you're going to elimnate 17
areas, it would be good if we had a fairly detail ed

Here's why Canyon Creek was elim nated, Here's why Coal
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was el i m nated.

M5. MARTEN. Yeah. And | would say the
sinple answer is yes. And Marsha can help point you in
the right direction with that one, Brian.

MR, PECK: Well, others nay want to know
too. Is it in a different vol une?

M5. MOORE: No, it's inthe -- I'll have to
| ook.

MR PECK: Is it in volunme four?

M5. MOCORE:  Yes.

MR. PECK: Yeah, | don't have that with ne.
| mean, appendi x 4.

M5. MARTEN. Yes. So we can get that. W
can conti nue on, but Marsha can | ook that up and share
it. And if other folks are interested, by all neans
|l et's make sure Marsha gets that to you

MS. TRIBE: Brian, your point is that
whether it's three instead of 17, you just want the

rati onal e vi si bl e.

MR, PECK: Yeah.

MS. TRIBE: The decision rationale.
MR, PECK: Yeah.

MS. TRI BE: Thank you.

M5. MARTEN. We'll provide that.
M5. TRIBE: D d you have any fi nal
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comments? Wre you finished?

MR, PECK: Yeah.

MS. TRIBE: Noah, did you have any fina
coment .

MR. BODMAN: Noah Bodman. So | think
Regi on One kind of has this unwitten rul e that
reconmended w | derness i s managed as w | der ness and
that's sort of reflected in the comments we've heard here
t oday because everybody's tal king about adding to the
W | derness. W're not adding to the w | derness.
Congress isn't involved in this forest plan. Al we're
doing is | ooking at sone areas that are recomended
W | derness. And the planning rules make it pretty clear
t hat recommended w | derness i s not managed as desi gnated
W | derness. There's a difference there.

And so the rules grant Chip, the supervisor,
discretion. And ultimately what we're asking for in our
objection here is for Chip to exercise that discretion,
rat her than just follow ng the sort of Regi on One
unwritten rule that recommended w | derness i s nmanaged as
designated wilderness. And so we're not asking Chip to
cone to any particular conclusion. | nean, we
acknow edge that he has discretion. And our objection,
obviously, is specifically with respect to bi kes. But I

think this covers other things beyond bi kes. And so
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we're not asking specifically that bikes be allowed in
any particular recormended w | derness areas or that they
not be allowed in any recommended w | derness areas. But
if they're not going to allowed, | think there needs to
be a clear rationale and analysis of why they' re not
allowed. And that's what | think the plan | acks right
NOWw.

It categorically excludes them |t says that
mechani zed transport isn't allowed in recommended
W | derness. It doesn't say why. And the rul e envisions
a case-by-case analysis of each recomended wi | der ness
area. That's howthe rule is witten. It says There's
discretion in determning use in a recommended w | der ness
area. And that's what | don't see in the plan, is
there's none of that case-by-case analysis. And it nay
well be that that analysis is nore appropriate to be done
soneti ne down the line. But as it exists, the plan sort
of forecloses that option because it says Mechani zed
transport is not appropriate in reconmended w | der ness.
And so | think that that is contrary to what the rul es
dictate on this subject.

MS. MARTEN: Thank you.
MS. TRI BE: Thank you.
Dave, do you have any | ast thoughts?

MR. HADDON:. Dave Haddon. | woul d dispute
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it's been a while since | read the Regi on One recomended
W | derness, but | don't think they say recomended
W | derness equal s mandatory w | der ness nanagenent.

MS. MARTEN: Well, just to clarify for
fol ks, we go by the Chapter 70 and the process in that.
Those are the directives used through the revision. |
under stand what Noah's referring to and the perception
that's out there. And I"'mnot going to say that it's
right or wong. But | do understand what you're
referring to. But there isn't a separate set that says
Ckay, we're going to do Chapter 70, then in Region One
we're going to do it this way. It doesn't matter. It
doesn't work |ike that.

MR. HADDON: Just addressing the perception
t hat he's sayi ng.

And | just wanted to go back and naybe
re-articulate what | said in ny last comment a little
differently because | can't quite get ny m nd around the
concern that you expressed for |ocal control versus
what ever. Maybe you're just trying to address the
concerns in the room

But ny comment was neant to say that there has
been a |l ot of |ocal control expressed around recomended
W |l dernesses in this area. It can be a very contenti ous

subject. And | think that |ocal decision nakers are
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constrai ned by that concern. And so what's happened is
we've had a dw ndling down of the remmants to the
remmants. W have a very snall subset of what's
potentially available for recommended w | derness. So
it's been taken down to remmants of remmants. And so
those are hard decisions; | can appreciate that. So I'm
just trying to advocate that | think M ke spoke to the
options that are available to the Forest. | would concur
in that. But I'mstill asking that the Forest Service
use what discretion it has now to put an end to the
publ i c debate and the social discord over how t hese | ands
are going to be managed to the extent they can or in a
tinmely fashion, within a certain period of tinme, so that
t hese kinds of discussion don't continue to -- | think
t hey're needl ess and they're not nmeant to be needl ess.
MS. TRI BE: Thank you, Dave.
Frank, any comment ?

MR. KREILICK: Yeah, |'ve got a couple

closing comments. | wish | could be nore technically
hel pful to the Forest Service but I"mgoing to get a
little philosophical. | think it was Al do Leopold, I

don't know, what he stated at one tine What good is a map
w thout a few blank spots? So I'd |ike everybody to
t hi nk about you think we really have too nuch w | der ness?

|'d say the Fl athead Nati onal Forest, the Hel ena-Lew s
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and d ark and sone of the surrounding forest in the
northern Rockies, we're |lucky that we have this. Because
all you' ve got to do is go about 30,000 feet in a jet

pl ane and fly over the globe. And yeah, we have sone NAS
tracts in the wilderness in the far north and whatever.
As the popul ation grows, | think we are obligated to

t hi nk about how we're going to manage the

remai ning -- our inpacts on the remai ning wldlands for
future generations. Not just for humans but for the
wildlife we'd like to see and |ike to have our future
generation children grow up and experi ence.

So | just wanted to |l et everybody think about
do we really have too nuch w |l derness? W're |ucky we
have this nuch wlderness in the Flathead. But if you
|l ook at it as far as the anmount of w | derness around,
what does the continental United States have for
w | derness? Three percent, maybe, three-and-a-half
percent? | don't know what the exact figure is. Do you
think that's too nmuch w | derness? You know what? |
don't want to live in a world that -- the way you
perceive it then. Anyway, that's ny closing remarks.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you, Frank.

Sar ah.

MS. LUNDSTRUM  Sarah Lundstrum So this

Is on behalf of Wiitefish Range Partnership and speaki ng
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specifically about the North Fork. As | had nenti oned,
the spirit of our agreenent, we thought we were talking
about no nountain bi king and recomended wi | der ness.

That didn't happen the way we thought it woul d because we
didn't wite it down. W nade a m stake there. But we
do support the site-specific valuation for that North
Fork Wl derness, in terns of nountain biking being
recommended for wlderness, and we would |ike to see it
happen sooner rather than | ater, obviously.

On behal f of National Parks Conservation
Associ ati on, however, supporting the Witefish Range
Part nershi p Agreenment, we do support that. W also
bel i eve that recommended w | derness should be closed to
not ori zed and nechani zed use sinply because today's
handf ul of peopl e becones next year's dozen. And ten
years down the road that dozen becomes a hundred. And
twenty years down the road that hundred becones a
t housand. And you not only, then, have |ost that
solitude of that recommended w | derness but you've al so
built a constituency to fight against its designation.

And | think we need to have the foresi ght now
to protect those places and to take those uses out so
that we don't then create bl ockages to actually designate
W | derness in the future.

M5. TRIBE: Thank you.
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So Any, | started with you, went to M ke, so
you're set. You guys are --

MR. ANDERSON: Actually --

MS. TRRBE: Mke, let ne give Any a chance,
if you're going to do it. So Amy, you don't have to.

M5. ROBINSON: | don't have nuch to say, |
prom se, but I wll say sonething.

MS. TRIBE: Okay.

M ke, you can have a last word in a m nute.
Go ahead.

MS. ROBINSON: Well, Sarah said very well
what | was sort of thinking which is these soci al
chal | enges around uses in being allowed in recommended
W | derness and the political difficulty in the future
then that that creates for real designated w | derness.

So thank you for saying that for ne.

Also on a last note, | was just sent this
|l ovely old article. It was like from-- since everybody
else is quoting Aldo Leopold, I will as well. And it is

this. A piece he wote for the Anerican Forestry
Association in like 1925, And | wanted to just read this
littl e paragraph down here which says "Fromthis road a
few hours hike into the Kootenai National Forest wll
take the notorist to glaciers, treel ess peaks, big gane

ani mal s, and unexpl ored nountain vall eys. The hi ghway
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runs for 50 mles along the Wiitefish Range. An ideal
W | derness area.” And this was in 1925. W still can
appreci ate that today and | eave this |l egacy for future
gener ati ons.

MS. TRI BE: Thank you.

MR. ANDERSON: | started out thanking the
Forest Service for a good job on the whol e pl anni ng
process in the Flathead. | just wanted to thank the
st akehol ders for a really great engagenent. This
obj ecti ons di scussion today, | thought, was really
informative for all of us, including the Forest Service,
and t hank you.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you, M ke. Thank you for
coni ng.

So are there any observati ons you woul d nake
t hat you want us to hear about the process? 1'm so
sorry. Please, Kvande.

MR. ANDERSON: Kvande Anderson, fourth
generation Swan Valley resident. Population is going to
grow as with it the demand for tinber. |In the Swan
Val | ey, the Forest Service has the |argest anount of
ti nber-based property, which is a key factor to sustain
our Valley's econonmic stability, culture, heritage, and
infrastructure. Wth litigation of tinber sales, fires

and natural nortality, it doesn't nake sense to ne to
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take away even nore of our tinber base and turn it into
W | der ness.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you. So did you not cone
to the -- you just chose not to conme to the table?
Because you were at the table this norning, but you chose
not to.

MR. ANDERSON: R ght.

M5. TRIBE: So |I'm going to make a deci sion

here as the facilitator. And unless one of you is going

to fall on your sword in the back as observers, |'m not

going to ask for additional coments unless you -- don't
be scared. |If you | ook at Kvande, he just stood up and
didit.

So anybody el se? Then would you give Chip and
Leanne any observations about the process? About any
observati ons about what happened here anong all of you?
And | think Mke sort of started that.
Tinmory, thanks for doing that.
Any comment s?
M5. LAMAR  Again, it was good to hear al
t he stakehol ders, as M ke sai d.
MS. TRI BE: Thank you.
Dave.
MR. HADDON: There were a |limted nunber

set of things that were brought forward today for
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di scussion, so those obviously are top of the line things
that the Forest Service is considering. So it leads ne a
little down in the nouth that the other issues will just
be dealt with summarily.

MS. MARTEN: Thanks.

MS. TRIBE: Thank you.

Pl ease, Mark.

MR. SMOLEN:. | want to thank the | ady
that's the G S expert. She was able to point out sone
maps that were in the Environnental |npact Statenent but
not in the appendix | see to the actual plan that show
actual areas that snownobiling will be granted to. So |
will, you know, amend ny statements on things |like that.

I "' m not capabl e of saying whet her we woul d
renove our objection or not at this tine sinply because
l'"mnot going to do that without our full board. But we
will also be here for the winter travel planning portion.
Dave w |l actually be here for that. That bei ng said,
those naps need to be nmade a part of the plan. W feel
very frequently that we are kind of the ones left out on
these plans. W're a small group, but I'mgoing to be
pretty vocal about that and say that these plans and
t hese maps, specifically before and after, need to be
made -- put into that plan specifically as a standal one

map. Over the snow vehicle use, winter travel use is
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specific and needs to be called out specifically.
MS. TRIBE: Thank you.
And t hank you, Kat hy.

MS. AKE: You're wel cone.

MS. TRIBE: Well, thanks for spending your
afternoon here. It was a long one. A lot of people, a
| ot of corments. And | know, just know ng sone of you in
the room none of you are as old as | am but nobst of you
have been at it for a very long tine. So thank you.

Pl ease, Leanne.

MS. MARTEN. So wow. |'Ill speak on behal f
of Chip and nyself. And the reason | say Ww i s because
what a phenonenal afternoon and di al ogue. W started
this out and | nentioned, and Dave, | appreciate you
bri ngi ng up, we don't have tinme, unfortunately, to go
over everything that you guys brought forward in witten
form Because they weren't discussed today doesn't nean
I*'mnot taking just as hard and diligent | ook at those
Issues as well. | totally understand feeling a little
bit where that's at and |l et down. So thank you for
voi cing that as well.

This is really a tough issue. Recomended
W | derness is values. It's very tough. |It's been very
tough. M reason for bringing out the |Iocal control and

that part of it wasn't a concern as nuch as | was trying
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to just understand where fol ks were comng fromwth
that. And as we got the dial ogue going, it was obvious
there was different views of that. And it rem nded ne a
lot -- I"mgoing to date nyself -- but ny Master's thesis
years ago was on public participation and forest
pl anning. Qbviously not this round. So that dates ne on
ny age here. And a |ot of these sanme things were part of
that. It's just tough. |It's really tough. And that's
sone of the challenges that we are honored to have the
privilege in the role that | amand the job I'min and
Chip and the folks in the Forest Service. And these type
of afternoons hel p trenendously.

I|*'mnot sure where it's all going to cone out.
And | can guarantee you, though, unfortunately |I'm not
going to be able to please everyone sitting here and have
everything be a hundred percent. Wat | can guarantee
you is I'mgoing to give you ny best, just like Chip and
his fol ks have, and I amtaking this all seriously and
W ll continue to process this. So when you do get ny
final decision here in the near future, you may not agree
wthit. And Edd left. But it's not because |I'm not
trying to be nice, as he put it earlier. But |I wll walk
through ny rationale for you. So if nothing else, you'll
at | east be able to understand the thought process | went

t hrough. And hopefully I will be able to articulate wth
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t hat where what you brought forward today hel ped with
t hat .

For those of you that had questions, we were
noting them We'IIl bring forward that. And by all neans
pl ease continue with the di al ogue. And as we nove
forward wwth the plan and the coll aborati on,
col | aboration isn't perfect. | get that. But | can tell
you, at |east ny own personal experience conpared to the
first part of ny career, man, |'d nuch rather have days
| i ke today where we're all sitting here tal ki ng and
sharing, not necessarily agreeing, than where it used to
be we wouldn't even enter the sane roomon that part of
it. | think we're that nuch further. And we've got a
| ot of roomto go and grow together. Because we're in it
together. W couldn't do it with all of you sitting here
and the nmany ot her people who have been invol ved.

So thank you so nuch for your tine today, nore
i mportantly for throughout the process. And | know nmany
of you we'll see over the next couple days on a couple
ot her agenda topics. So just many thanks on behal f of
nysel f personally but as well as Chip and the Forest
Service on that part of it. And Dave has the m crophone.

MR. HADDON: | just want to say about | ocal
control, the last email exchange | had with Chip was W

shoul d have a beer. So how nuch nore | ocal control can
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you have?

M5. MARTEN. See, that's the Montanan way.

Thank you, folks. And for those tonorrow, we

start at -- I'msorry, | just need -- do we start at
9:00? Ckay; 8:30 registration, nine o' clock we'll start
kicking it off. W have several full things, species of
conservation concern, wldlife and nany ot her topics
tonorrow. |If you need an agenda, we have it. Many
t hanks, fol ks, and have a ni ce eveni ng.

MS. TRI BE: Thank you.

(Proceedi ngs concl uded at 4:23 p.m)
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