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I. Introduction 
 
Project Overview 
This Historic Structures Report (HSR) was prepared for the Okanogan-Wenatchee National 
Forest by Enterprise Heritage, a U.S. Forest Service unit specializing in historic preservation and 
cultural resource management. This document is a management tool designed to guide the use 
and treatment of the historic Conconully Ranger Station. It was prepared in accordance with the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Restoration, Preservation, and Rehabilitation 
(Appendix A). 
 
The Tonasket Ranger District of the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest (OWNF) proposes to 
sell six buildings and 0.78 acres of administrative land known today as the Conconully Work 
Center and formerly as the Conconully Ranger Station. The administrative site is located within 
the town of Conconully in Okanogan County, Washington. The property sits along the North 
Fork Salmon Creek Road, the main street for the town, between Boone Street and Lake Street, 
and is adjacent to existing residences and commercial properties. The six buildings on site 
consist of the former Ranger Station office (Bldg. 2001), a bunkhouse (Bldg. 10300), a warehouse 
(Bldg. 2200), a barn with adjoined corral (Bldg. 2400), a gas and oil house (Bldg. 2500), and a 
paint shed (Bldg. 2610) surrounded by a boundary fence. Land for the Conconully Work Center 
site was acquired by the Forest Service in 1928 and the buildings extant today were constructed 
by the Civilian Conservation Corps (C.C.C.) in the 1930s. All of the buildings were documented 
in 2008 by Forest Service Architectural Historian, Richard Fields, and with the exception of the 
paint shed (Bldg. 2610), a livestock chute and the corral, each building was determined 
individually eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. The paint shed (Bldg. 
2610), livestock chute, and corral are not individually eligible but they are contributing elements 
to this National Register eligible historic district (See DOE in Appendix B). 
 
The Conconully Work Center has been identified as “under-utilized” in the Forest’s Facilities 
Master Plan. Efforts to solicit internal funding for its maintenance as well as efforts to manage it 
under a special use permit issued to a private party have failed. As such, under the Forest 
Service Facility Realignment and Enhancement Act (PL 109-54), FY 2001 Interior and Related 
Appropriations Act. (PL 107-63), FY 2003 Interior and Related Appropriations Act (PL 108-7), 
Department of the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2004 (PL 108-108), and the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2005, (PL 108-447), the USDA Forest Service has the authority 
to convey properties that are surplus to agency needs.  
 
Legal location: Township 35 N., Range 25E., Section 6, SE ¼, NW ¼ , Okanogan County (UTM 
Zone 11, 297007E, 5382392N, Longitude -119.75138, Latitude 48.56173) at an elevation of 2300 
feet.  
 
In consultation with the Washington State Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation 
(DAHP), it was determined that the Conconully Conveyance Project would have an adverse 
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effect on the property. A Memorandum of Agreement was subsequently negotiated between 
the Forest Service and Washington DAHP. Stipulation I of this agreement specified that a HSR 
be completed for the property’s six extant buildings. This HSR is designed as a reference and 
guide to help the future owner complete treatments in accordance with the Secretary’s 
Standards. It is intended to be a practical, user-friendly, and comprehensive management tool 
for preserving the historic integrity of the Station. 
 
This HSR includes:  
 

1. A brief contextual overview of the property’s significance to Forest Service history 
(Section II) 

2. Building descriptions with detailed material specifications and an overview of important 
character-defining features (Section III) 

3. A treatment plan with recommendations for preservation according to the Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties (Section IV) 

 
Methodology 
To develop this HSR, an Enterprise Program Architectural Historian consulted with the 
Heritage Program Manager, Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest and obtained historic plans, 
historic photographs, and relevant primary and secondary materials. This project’s principal 
investigator meets the Secretary of Interior’s Professional Qualifications Standards for 
Architectural Historian (48 FR 44738-44739). 
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II. Historic Context 
 

Region 6 Depression-Era Administrative Buildings 
Before 1933, Forest Service personnel in Region 6 struggled to perform their duties with scarce 
funding and minimal administrative infrastructure. Improvisation was the order of the day. The 
duties of forest rangers and fire guards included “evicting trespassing livestock and dealing 
with recalcitrant owners, handling fraudulent or misguided land claims, halting timber trespass 
and putting out wildfires.”1 During the first few years, forest supervisors, district rangers, and 
fire guards used improvised administrative buildings. Guards often “made do” with 
abandoned miner’s or trapper’s cabins, and rangers and supervisors generally occupied rented 
office space in small-town main street buildings.2  

 
To enable proper resource management, the new Forest Service needed considerable 
infrastructural improvements. Gifford Pinchot directed forest rangers and guards to build 
cabins and fenced pastures in close proximity to the public lands they were to manage. 
However, Pinchot was not prescriptive as to the specifics of ranger cabin construction, beyond 
stating that “wherever possible cabins should be built of logs, with shingle or shake roofs” and 
that they should be of sufficient size to house the ranger and his family. 3 Thus, the earliest 
administrative buildings on Oregon’s national forest lands were largely reflective of the 
rangers’ or guards’ personal preferences, as well as the materials, tools, and amount of time 
available to them. The earliest stations featured single cabins and usually a few outbuildings 
like a privy, a barn and/or stable, and often a corral. This minimal infrastructure was due 
largely to scarcity of funding, available materials, and labor, and did not meet the sometimes 
pressing needs of the Forest Service.4  
 
The New Deal and its associated labor programs transformed the appearance and scope of 
Region 6’s administrative built environment. For the first time, the Regional Office hired 
professional architects to complete standard building plans for all administrative 
improvements. There was a dramatic increase in the number of buildings constructed and the 
size of administrative facilities. Also, new building designs became considerably more complex 
because of new technologies and programmatic needs.5  
 
In 1933, to help curb widespread unemployment, the U.S. government enlisted over 300,000 
young men in the newly established CCC and built more than 1,500 CCC camps across the 
country. This was the “largest peacetime mobilization…the United States had ever seen.”6 And 
by utilizing the capacity of the CCC to undertake large construction projects, the whole 

                                                 
1 Quoted in, John Ferguson, A Guide to the Historic Administrative Buildings of the U.S. Forest Service Pacific 
Southwest Region, 1905-1970,  (USDA Forest Service, Heritage Stewardship Group, 2011), 14 
2 Ferguson, A Guide to the Historic Administrative Buildings, 14 
3 Quoted in, Ferguson, A Guide to the Historic Administrative Buildings, 14 
4 Ferguson, A Guide to the Historic Administrative Buildings, 14, 51 
5 Ibid., 51 
6 Quoted in, Ferguson, A Guide to the Historic Administrative Buildings, 52 
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administrative built environment of Region 6 changed. With CCC crews providing the rough 
construction labor, such as pouring foundations, digging basements, wells, irrigation, water and 
sewage lines, rough framing, roofing, and building rock walls, by 1936, Region 6 received over 
1,000 new administrative buildings.7   
 
The U.S. entry into WWII fully resuscitated the nation’s economy and the large relief building 
programs came to an end. In June 1942, Congress passed the McKellar Bill and all funding to 
the CCC ceased.  What followed was the uniform liquidation of the Corps in Region 6. All 
personnel returned to their homes or, in many cases, joined the war effort.8 
 
As the CCC program came to a close and the U.S. entered WWII, funding for new 
administrative improvements declined significantly and the Region initiated fewer and fewer 
new administrative construction projects on national forest land. The decade saw substantial 
reductions in almost all funding areas and new administrative facilities were no longer a 
priority. Only fire control and timber management saw increased funding as part of wartime 
policies. With limited construction of new facilities, priorities shifted to maintenance, 
adaptation, and reuse of existing infrastructure.9 
 
Conconully Ranger Station 
The following narrative is taken in its entirety from “A Historical-Architectural Survey and Assessment of the 
Conconully Ranger Station at Conconully, Okanogan County, Washington” prepared by Richard Fields in 2008.  
 
The project location is within the town of Conconully, Washington located in Okanogan 
County. The current population is 185 according to the 2000 census.  
 
The first Euro-American exploration of the Conconully area began with early fur trappers 
during the early 1800s. There was little development in the region before the discovery of gold 
in 1871, but the area’s status as part of the Moses-Columbia Reservation limited development. 
In 1886, a portion of the reservation was removed and opened to settlement and development 
and with it, the influx of miners and businesses to serve them began to arrive in what is now 
Conconully. Following the Panic of 1893, mining diminished to negligible levels in the area, and 
agriculture became the primary industry. Between 1907 and 1910, the Reclamation Service 
(Bureau of Reclamation) constructed the Conconully Dam on Salmon Creek. Intended to 
provide irrigation water, the dam has been modified twice in its life, raising the height from the 
original 70 feet to the current 72.5 feet, and improving its spillway.  
 
In 1911, the Okanogan National Forest was established from portions of the Chelan National 
Forest, with its first Ranger Districts located in Twisp and Conconully. The Okanogan National 
Forest transferred to the Chelan Forest in 1920. In November 1928, the Forest Service purchased 
land from William and Ada Cope in Conconully for use as a ranger station. The property 

                                                 
7Ferguson, A Guide to the Historic Administrative Buildings, 54-56 
8 Ibid., 58 
9 Ibid., 58-59 
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included an existing home and garage, which became the ranger’s residence. The Forest Service 
added a barn, office, and an unidentified utilitarian outbuilding to the pre-existing buildings 
sometime between 1928 and 1934. In 1936 and 1937, workers from the Civilian Conservation 
Corps constructed for the Forest Service an office, fire warehouse, woodshed, and gas house on 
the property, as well as remodeling the previous office into a crew quarters. At some point 
between 1946 and 1960, the residence, garage, and woodshed were removed. The Conconully 
Ranger District became the Okanogan Ranger District, moving the headquarters to Tonasket, in 
1944. This name changed again in 1955 to avoid confusion between the name of the Okanogan 
National Forest and the Okanogan Ranger District. The District again became the Conconully 
Ranger District. In 1982, the Conconully Ranger District was absorbed by the Tonasket Ranger 
District and became the Conconully Work center. The Conconully Work Center ceased being 
staffed in the mid-nineties, but has seen continued use as a warehouse and bunkhouse for the 
Forest Service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



6 
 

III. Property Description 
 

Summary 
This section provides a detailed physical description of Conconully Ranger Station’s buildings 
followed by a discussion of each building’s character-defining features. The first part of this 
section, Descriptions & Specifications, breaks down each building’s various structural 
components for future reference when planning treatments. The second part of this section, 
Character-Defining Features, identifies the special structural components that convey each 
building’s significant architectural design, style, and context.  
 
Description & Specifications  
Building descriptions are taken in their entirety from “A Historical-Architectural Survey and Assessment of the 
Conconully Ranger Station at Conconully, Okanogan County, Washington” prepared by Richard Fields in 2008. 
 

  
Figure 1. Conconully Ranger Station Site Plan, 1937 (USFS Engineering Drawing, revised to show only the extant 
buildings on 7/9/08) 
 
Building 2001 (Site 06-08-03-004) Office  
Building 2001 is a rustic style, one and a one-half story office built in 1936. The irregular 
compound plan building has 1678 square feet, measuring approximately 22 by 18 feet on its 
primary block, and approximately 21 by 14 feet on its subordinate wing. The office features a 
clipped gable roof on its main block, and a hipped roof on its side story wing. A gabled porch 

Barracks #1308 (Built 1989) 

Outhouses 

A-1 Residence, #1019 (1933) 

G-2 Garage, #1501 (1934) 

R.V. 
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with rustic wooden supports and a Forest Service tree cut-out is located on the east elevation. 
The building has had its original wooden shingle roof replaced with a standing seam metal one. 
A stone chimney with an open arch is located mid-slope near the intersection of the hipped and 
gable roofs on the west elevation. The building features vertical boards on the gables, with 
rounded bottom edges. The rest of the building has horizontal lapped siding. The primary 
entrance on the east elevation has a stone porch, but the entry door is not original. The rear 
entry on the west elevation has had a concrete set of steps added as a replacement for the 
original, but the original tongue and groove wooden door is still in place. The building’s 
fenestration features wooden framed, double hung, multi- paned windows. There are three sets 
of windows on the east elevation: a paired set on the lower level of the main block, a single set 
located on the gable, and a single set on the lower level to the south of the entry. The south 
elevation only has one set which is centered, while the north elevation has two sets. The west 
elevation has a single set below the eave of the gable, a smaller set to the south of the west 
entrance where the bathroom is, and a larger set to the south. Although blocked, there are small 
wooden framed awning windows in the basement of the main block on the east and north 
elevations. The basement is made of poured concrete, and has had the portion under the main 
block finished. The basement in this area has a concrete floor. The unfinished windowless area 
under the south wing is the utility area. The interior of the building was remodeled, probably in 
the 1970s based on the materials used. Following the cessation of staffing, the office was used as 
a bunkhouse.  
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Figure 2. Building 2001 (Site 06-08-03-004). Upper Left: East (front) Elevation. Upper Right: South Elevation. Lower 
Left: West Elevation. Lower Right: North Elevation. Photographs by R. Fields, 2008. 

 

 
Figure 3. Historic View of East Elevation of Conconully Office (Site 06-08-03-004) (Okanogan Wenatchee National 
Forest Photograph) 
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Figure 4. Conconully Office Historic View, Facing Northwest (Site 06-08-03-004) (Okanogan Wenatchee National 
Forest Photograph)  
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Figure 5. Building 2001 (Site 06-08-03-004) Plan (Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest) 

 
Building 1300 (Site 06-08-03-280) Crew Quarters 
Building 1008 is a single story, rustic style bunk house, which was originally built as an office. 
The rectangular plan building measures 24.5 feet by 30.5 feet, with approximately 668.5 square 
feet of space. The building was remodeled and “rusticized” in the 1930s when the Civilian 
Conservation Corps expanded the compound. The building originally had simple drop siding, 
and an open gabled porch. Upon its rehabilitation for use as a crew quarters instead of an office, 
the building’s siding was changed to horizontal lapped type, and its open gabled porch was 
reconfigured to a more rustic style enclosed gable with vertical boards and a Forest Service pine 
tree cut out. There are now three tree cutouts on the front and rear of the building. The wooden 
porch floor was replaced with one made of flagstone. The front gabled roof was originally 
covered with wooden shakes or shingles, but was replaced with a standing seam metal roof in 
the 1970s. The wooden framed multi-pane hopper windows are original. The building has three 
doors, the front, which is located on the east elevation, rear, and a side door off of the kitchen on 
the north elevation. The three wooden doors have three panels and a single light window. They 
may be original, and probably date to the 1930’s rehabilitation. The building’s foundation is 
concrete stem walls.  
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Figure 6. Building 1300 (Site 06-08-03-280). Upper Left: East (front) Elevation. Upper Right: South Elevation. Lower 
Left: West Elevation. Lower Right: North Elevation. Photographs by R. Fields, 2008. 
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Figure 7. Building 1300 Historic Photograph Showing Original Configuration as an Office (Okanogan Wenatchee 
National Forest Photograph) 
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Figure 8. Building 1300 Historic Photograph Showing Rehabilitated Configuration as Crew Quarters, Circa 1936 
(Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest Photograph)  
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Figure 9. Conconully Crew Quarters Historic Plan Showing Rehabilitated Configuration as Crew Quarters, Circa 
1936 (Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest Photograph) 
 
Building 2200 (Site 06-08-03-282) Fire Warehouse  
Building 2200 is a one and one-half story, rustic style fire warehouse built by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps in 1937. The building contains approximately 4575 square feet, and has an 
irregular plan, which features three distinct blocks. The building’s configuration features a 
central block arranged in a north-south alignment, with a pair of east-west blocks on each end. 
The central block has a small gabled portion before the roof line meets that of the end blocks, 
which are fully gabled, and feature the Forest Service’s pine tree cutouts. There are a pair of 
small gabled dormers located on both the east and west elevations of the central block. The 
original shakes that covered the roof were replaced by a standing seam metal roof in the 1970s. 
A single ridge chimney is located in the southern quarter of the central block’s roof. The 
building is clad with horizontal lapped siding, except for the gables, which feature vertical 
boards, which are rounded on the bottoms of the east and west gables. The building features 
three prominent entryways on the east elevation. Each block has a set of sliding bay doors. The 
north and central set are full size, while the southern set is smaller, and have an out of period 
set of concrete steps attached below them. The original vertical board doors have been replaced 
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with doors made with plywood, but change is not so great as to change the character of the 
building. The Blacksmith shop, which is a smaller shed roof addition on the building’s southern 
elevation, has a single pedestrian door located on its east side. The buildings windows are all 
wooden framed, multi-pane sash hopper windows. The building’s foundation is a combination 
of poured concrete and concrete stem walls.  
 
The building’s interior is separated into four main areas. The first floor features an equipment 
room and a work room in the southern block, fire truck storage in the central block, and repair 
and truck storage in the northern block. The upper level has two largely undivided rooms, but 
the basement is one open area.  
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Figure 10. Building 2200 (Site 06-08-03-282). Top: East (front) Elevation. Center Left: South Elevation. Center Right: 
North Elevation. Bottom: West Elevation. Photographs by R. Fields, 2008. 
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Figure 11. Building 2200 Plan Circa 1936 (Site 06-08-03-282) (Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest Drawing)  

 

 
Figure 12. Building 2200 Historic Photograph Facing Northwest Circa 1936 (Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest 
Photograph) 
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Building 2400 (Site 06-08-03-283) Barn  
Building 2400 is a one and one-half story rustic style barn. Forest Service maintenance records 
show 1934 as a date of construction, but it may have been earlier. The barn’s siding does not 
match the other buildings on the compound, except for the original siding on building 1300. 
Unlike building 1300, the barn was not rehabilitated when the rest of the compound was 
constructed in the late 1930s. Historic photos indicate the building has had minor alterations, 
including the enclosure of the formerly open stalls on the building’s east elevation. A 1936 
picture shows the middle and north stall open, but is not clear enough to determine in the south 
stall’s current alteration dates to that time.  
 
The barn measures approximately 32 by 33 feet, with around 1630 square feet. The combination 
gambrel-shed roof is no longer covered with the original cedar shakes, but instead is covered by 
a standing seam metal roof installed in the 1970s. The siding is simple drop siding, except for a 
small portion of board and batten on the east elevation. Windows are primarily multi-pane, 
wooden frame fixed type, although there is one single light fixed window on the east elevation. 
There is a single pedestrian door on the north, south, and east elevations, as well as a sliding 
bay door on the west side of the south elevation for horses. A set of doors are located on the 
upper level of the north elevation, for loading hay into the loft. The foundation is a combination 
of concrete stem walls and footers.  
The interior includes a work room and tack room, both of which are located in space converted 
from former horse stalls, a seed room, three interior horse stalls, and a hay loft. The seed room 
is lined with wire mesh screening to prevent entrance by rodents. The horse stalls have built in 
feed troughs.  
 
Immediately west of, and associated with the barn, is a wooden stock chute. The wooden chute 
is of an undeterminable age, and locally fabricated. The chute features vertical poles and 
horizontal wooden slats to contain the animals as they are loaded and unloaded from trailers.  
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Figure 13. Building 2400 (Site 06-08-03-283). Upper Left: East (front) Elevation. Upper Right: South Elevation. Lower 
Left: West Elevation. Lower Right: North Elevation. Photographs by R. Fields, 2008. 
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Figure 14. Building 2400 Historic Building Plan (Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest Dawing 2008) 

 

 
Figure 15. Building 2400 Historic photograph of the barn, circa 1936 (Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest 
Photograph) 

 
Building 2500 (Site 06-08-03-281) Gas House  
Building 2500, the Gas House, is a small, 8 feet by 8 feet, 64 square feet, utilitarian, rustic style 
building that formerly was used for storage of petroleum products and dispensing gasoline. 
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The single story, front gabled, one room structure was built by the Civilian Conservation Corps 
in 1937. The original shake roof has been replaced with a standing seam metal roof. The 
building has lapped siding, with the gabled front and rear featuring vertical board with a 
rounded bottom. There is a single Forest Service pine tree cut out located on both the north and 
south gables. There are two pedestrian doors. One each is located the east and west elevations. 
The doors are rustic, with vertical board on the inside, and horizontal tongue and groove 
backed by bracing on the interior. The fuel pump which formerly was located in front of the 
building was removed for environmental reasons. The building has a foundation of concrete, 
with some stone also on the south wall. A concrete pad adjoining the building has had the 
following inscription etched into it, “Compliments of 1973 Fire Suppression.”  

 

   
 

   
Figure 16. Building 2500 (Site 06-08-03-281). Upper Left: North (front) Elevation. Upper Right: East Elevation. Lower 
Left: South Elevation. Lower Right: West Elevation. Photographs by R. Fields, 2008. 
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Figure 17. Building 2500 Historic Plan, Circa 1936 (Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest Drawing) 
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Figure 18. Building 2500 Historic Photograph Facing Southeast, Circa 1936 (Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest 
Photograph) 

 
Building 2610 (Site 06-08-03-284) Paint Shed  
Building 2610 is a small, 8 by 8 feet, 64 square feet Paint Shed which was moved onto the 
Conconully site at an undeterminable time. Some staff members of the Okanogan Wenatchee 
National Forest thought that it might be a woodshed mentioned on a 1937 Forest Service Site 
Plan, but it is too small to have been that building, which appears to have been razed. The 
building is not on a 1967 Site Plan, but a building labeled 2610, located just north of building 
2500, shows up on an undated Site Plan labeled “Conconully Work Center. This name came into 
use after 1982, indicating the building was placed in the location after 1967. At an unknown 
point, the Paint Shed was placed at its present location on the former garage’s concrete pad.  
 
The paint shed has a gabled roof covered with standing seam metal. The building is clad with 
lapped siding, and has a singular fixed, four pane window. A single pedestrian door is located 
on the east elevation. A crude awning door has been cut into the south elevation, but is no 
longer accessible from the interior. The building has been placed on concrete stem walls laid 
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over the pre-existing concrete slab of the former garage. The building’s interior has been 
remodeled with plywood walls and shelving.  
 

   
 

   
Figure 19. Building 2610 (Site 06-08-03-284). Upper Left: East (front) Elevation. Upper Right: South Elevation. Lower 
Left: West Elevation. Lower Right: North Elevation. Photographs by R. Fields, 2008. 

 
Character-Defining Features 
Character-defining features are important to long-term preservation efforts. These components 
define a building’s history and help set the resource in its geographic and historic context. 
While there are several aspects of the design that may be described as character-defining, it is 
important to always consider the totality of the design. Each element is related to the other, 
creating a unified whole. Sensitive treatments to a building’s character-defining elements can 
maintain its capacity to convey its historical design and style. Insensitive changes, no matter 
how minor, can compound over time and have a deleterious effect on the resource, thereby 
diminishing its historic integrity.  
 
Building 2001 (Site 06-08-03-004) Office  
The office was designed and built according to Region 6 standard plans. Architectural designs 
integrated architectural characteristics of the craftsman and rustic styles. The following 
photographic illustration (Figure 20) identifies the building’s character-defining features:  
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Figure 20. Office. Character-Defining Features. Photograph by R. Fields, 2008. 

 
Building 1300 (Site 06-08-03-280) Crew Quarters 
The Crew Quarters design integrates architectural characteristics of the craftsman and rustic 
styles. The following photographic illustration (Figure 21) identifies the building’s character-
defining features:  
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Figure 21. Crew Quarters. Character-Defining Features. Photograph by R. Fields, 2008. 

 
Building 2200 (Site 06-08-03-282) Fire Warehouse  
The Fire Warehouse was designed and built according to Region 6 standard plans. Architectural 
designs integrated architectural characteristics of the craftsman and rustic styles. The following 
photographic illustrations (Figures 22 & 23) identifies the building’s character-defining features:  
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Figure 22. Fire Warehouse. Character-Defining Features. Photographer unknown, 2007. 

 

 
Figure 23. Fire Warehouse. Character-Defining Features. Photograph by R. Fields, 2008. 
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Building 2400 (Site 06-08-03-283) Barn 
The Barn design integrates architectural characteristics of the craftsman and rustic styles. The 
following photographic illustration (Figure 24) identifies the building’s character-defining 
features:  
 

 
Figure 24. Barn. Character-Defining Features. Photograph by R. Fields, 2008. 

 
Building 2500 (Site 06-08-03-281) Gas House  
The Gas House was designed and built according to Region 6 standard plans. Architectural 
designs integrated architectural characteristics of the craftsman and rustic styles. The following 
photographic illustration (Figure 25) identifies the building’s character-defining features:  
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Figure 25. Gas House. Character-Defining Features. Photograph by R. Fields, 2008. 

 
Building 2610 (Site 06-08-03-284) Paint Shed  
The Paint Shed design integrates architectural characteristics of the craftsman and rustic styles. 
The following photographic illustration (Figure 26) identifies the building’s character-defining 
features:  
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Figure 26. Paint Shed. Character-Defining Features. Photograph by R. Fields, 2008. 
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IV. Treatment Recommendations 
 
Summary 
The Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest recommends Preservation and Rehabilitation as the 
appropriate Treatment Options for Conconully Ranger Station. The following section provides 
recommendations for all anticipated treatments to the Station’s six buildings. Treatment 
recommendations are derived from the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties (Appendix A) and represent the most current professional guidelines for 
historic preservation.  
 
As a general rule, replacement materials should be in-kind whenever possible. If in-kind 
replacements are not available, replacements should show the same visual effect as the historic 
material, but should also be distinguishable as non-historic fabric so as not to create a false 
sense of history.  
 
The following six (6) treatment categories have the potential to effect the historic integrity of the 
property. All treatments falling under these categories are not in accordance with the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards and should be avoided:  
 

1. Any action that changes the location or ownership of the property  
2. Any action that changes the function or use of the property if the new function/use alters 

the characteristics that qualify the property for the NRHP 
3. Additions to buildings (no matter how minor) or new construction on site that 

interrupts the spatial orientation of the original compound 
4. Replacement/repair of character-defining building components or landscape features 

with anything not considered in-kind 
5. Any action that damages, demolishes, removes, conceals, obstructs, or reconfigures any 

part of building exteriors, interiors, or landscapes. 
6. Neglect and/or deferred maintenance 
 

Preservation Treatments  
This study identified fifteen (13) Preservation Treatments and/or maintenance concerns 
necessary to maintain the property’s integrity and character-defining features.  
 
1. Perimeter Grading/Positive Drainage (Gas House) 

At the Gas House’s east and west elevations, soil is coming in contact with the wooden door 
sills (Figure 27). This problem is caused by improper drainage. Recommendation: All earth-
wood contact inevitably leads to material decay and/or insect infestation and should be 
avoided. Perimeter grading should be performed at all locations where earth is within four 
inches of the wood sill. Positive drainage away from the building should be achieved. Once 
positive drainage is achieved, any decayed material should be removed and replaced in 
kind.  
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Figure 27. Gas House Perimeter grading needed. Photographer Unknown, 2010 

 
2. Water Damage Repair/Gutters (Fire Warehouse) 

The first course of siding on the Fire Warehouse’s front elevation exhibits water damage 
where water drains from the two roof valleys (Figure 28). Recommendations: (1) All siding 
courses at this location should be inspected for moisture infiltration. If sheathing is 
deteriorated, it should be removed and further inspection of wall interior should be 
performed. All water damaged materials including sheathing and interior wall components 
should be repaired with appropriate materials. Sheathing can be replaced with OSB. Use 
Tyvek vapor barrier over OSB. (2) Siding should be replaced with new in-kind redwood. (3). 
A gutter system should be installed along the front eave to prevent future water damage. 
Gutter installation is considered an easily reversible treatment and is in accordance with the 
Secretary’s Standards.  
 

Wood-earth 
contact 
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Figure 28. Fire Warehouse. Location of water damage. Photographer Unknown, 2010 

 
3. Encroaching Vegetation (Office, Barn, Fire warehouse) 

Vegetation coming in contact with wood leads to moisture retention and material decay 
(Figure 29). Recommendation: All vegetation should be removed from proximity to the 
buildings and kept at least two feet away at all times.  
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Figure 29. Examples of encroaching vegetation on the Office (upper right), Barn (upper left), and Fire Warehouse 
(bottom). Upper photographs (photographer unknown, 2010). Lower photograph by R. Fields, 2008. 
 

4. Exterior Paint (All Buildings) 
The exterior paint (walls, trim, window sashes, and doors) on all buildings has deteriorated 
significantly. At some locations, paint has entirely worn or peeled away, exposing bare 
wood or character-defining features. Recommendation: Determine if any of the existing 
paint layers are lead-based. Lead-based paint on all siding, trim, doors, and window sashes 
should be carefully removed with a controlled wet-sanding/scraping method (to reduce 
dust), captured, and disposed of appropriately. Never use abrasive methods to remove 
paint from historic materials (i.e. heavy sanding, sand blasting, pressure washing, or 
chemical remediation). Remediation work should be conducted according to federal laws 
regarding lead-based paint abatement including environmental controls and worker safety.  
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Once abatement is complete, walls, trim, doors, and window sashes should be stripped of 
all paint (using a minimally abrasive hand sanding method), prepped, and repainted with 
oil-based primer and 100% acrylic latex paint using the same color scheme or a modest 
brown color scheme. Window glass should be appropriately masked to avoid splatter. 
Painting should be performed by a contractor skilled in working with historic buildings. 
Paint should be inspected regularly for flaking.  

 
5. Chimney Tuck Pointing/Repair (Office and Fire Warehouse) 

The Office and Fire Warehouse each feature decorative stone interior chimneys. Both are in 
good condition and do not require immediate repair (Figure 51).  

 
Recommendations should repairs become necessary in the future:  

 
• All chimney mortar joints should be tuck pointed. Loose mortar from joints should 

be carefully removed (no more than 1/3 of the way into the joint) and replaced in 
kind. Stable mortar within otherwise deteriorated joints should be left in place. Do 
not use chipping or grinding methods to clean masonry joints. Vibrations caused by 
chipping and grinding will likely damage the otherwise stable surrounding joints. 
Instead, carefully scrape away deteriorated mortar with a wire brush. 

• Repointing should be done with Type S mortar. Never use Portland cement to tuck 
point masonry joints. 

• Tuck pointing should be performed by a skilled mason. 
 
6. Roofing (All Buildings) 

All buildings feature newer standing-seam metal roofing that replaced the original cedar 
shingles. Recommendation: Roofing should be inspected for leaks each spring. If roofing 
repair becomes necessary, replacement materials should be in-kind. Although metal roofing 
is not original, it is much more durable and longer lasting than other roofing materials and 
helps preserve the underlying structure. Restoration of the original roofing material is not 
recommended.  

 
7. Exterior Walls (All Buildings) 

Recommendations: (1) Walls, especially around the mud sill, should be regularly inspected 
for moisture retention, pest infestation, and other damage. (2) All organic material within 
six inches of the sill or other wood should be removed. (3) Small holes/cracks from 
woodpeckers and other means should be patched with a tightly fitting slightly recessed 
dowel, weather sealed, treated with Bondo (automotive putty) and appropriately sanded 
and textured to match the siding contours.  Expanding foam should not be used to fill holes. 
(4) Damaged siding and trim should be replaced in-kind. Not all siding damage needs 
immediate repair. All buildings feature split courses of siding. These areas should be 
monitored for wood decay/insect damage on a regular basis but otherwise left alone. 
 



36 
 

8. Foundations (All Buildings) 
The foundations are in good condition. Recommendation: Foundations should be inspected 
regularly for damage. If damage occurs, repair with appropriate masonry repair products. 
Seek guidance from a historic preservation specialist. 
 

9. Windows (All Buildings) 
All of the buildings’ window sashes, sills, heads, jambs, and casings are original. All glass 
has been replaced in-kind and is in good condition. Recommendation: Windows should be 
inspected annually and, if needed, repaired and never replaced, unless their replacement is 
of the same type and vintage. If replacement should ever be required, the owners should 
consider salvaging similar historic materials from other, decommissioned Depression-era 
buildings located throughout Region 6. All damaged glass should be replaced in-kind by a 
professional glazer. Care should be taken to avoid staining glass with glazing compound. 
All repair/replacement work should be overseen by a historic preservation specialist. 
 

10. Fire Protection (All Buildings) 
Recommendation: Maintain fire clearance by grading and raking around buildings and 
controlling the accumulation of fuels around the property. 

 
11. Landscape Clutter (All Buildings) 

Recommendation: Clutter should not be allowed to accumulate on the property. All clutter 
should be appropriately discarded after use or stored in an organized manner in the garage. 
 

12. Trees (All Buildings) 
There is always potential for surrounding trees to pose a threat to the buildings. 
Recommendation: Monitor the health of all trees that have the potential to cause damage to 
the building. Remove hazard trees when appropriate.  

 
13. Cleaning/Pest Control (All Buildings) 

Recommendation: All building interiors should be kept clean at all times and traps should 
be set and maintained. Regular use of the buildings is the best way to deter rodents. The 
buildings should not be allowed to accumulate clutter and all food products should be 
removed during periods when the buildings will not be used.  
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A: Secretary of Interior’s Standards 
 
Note: The following is a copy of the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the treatment of Historic Properties. They have been 
added here to enhance the HSR as a stand-alone reference for all future treatments to the buildings and their immediate landscape. 
These are to be used as general guidelines for all historic preservation-related projects. More specific guidelines for carrying out 
each of these three treatments can be found by visiting http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/standguide/ 
 
Standards for Preservation 

Preservation is defined as the act or process of applying measures necessary to sustain the existing 
form, integrity, and materials of an historic property. Work, including preliminary measures to protect 
and stabilize the property, generally focuses upon the ongoing maintenance and repair of historic 
materials and features rather than extensive replacement and new construction. New exterior additions 
are not within the scope of this treatment; however, the limited and sensitive upgrading of mechanical, 
electrical, and plumbing systems and other code-required work to make properties functional is 
appropriate within a preservation project. 
 
1. A property will be used as it was historically, or be given a new use that maximizes the retention of 
distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships. Where a treatment and use have not been 
identified, a property will be protected and, if necessary, stabilized until additional work may be 
undertaken.  
 
2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The replacement of intact or 
repairable historic materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a 
property will be avoided.  
 
3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Work needed to 
stabilize, consolidate, and conserve existing historic materials and features will be physically and visually 
compatible, identifiable upon close inspection, and properly documented for future research.  
 
4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be retained and 
preserved. 
 
5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that 
characterize a property will be preserved.  
 
6. The existing condition of historic features will be evaluated to determine the appropriate level of 
intervention needed. Where the severity of deterioration requires repair or limited replacement of a 
distinctive feature, the new material will match the old in composition, design, color, and texture.  
 
7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 
Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.  
 

http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/standguide/


8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be disturbed, 
mitigation measures will be undertaken.  
 
 
Standards for Rehabilitation 

Rehabilitation is defined as the act or process of making possible a compatible use for a property 
through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features which convey its 
historical, cultural, or architectural values. 

 
1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires minimal change to its 
distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships.  
 
2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive materials 
or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property will be avoided.  
 
3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that create a 
false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or elements from other historic 
properties, will not be undertaken.  
 
4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be retained and 
preserved.  
 
5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that 
characterize a property will be preserved.  
 
6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration 
requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in design, color, texture, 
and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by documentary 
and physical evidence.  
 
7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 
Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.  
 
8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be disturbed, 
mitigation measures will be undertaken.  
 
9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, 
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated 
from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and 
massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.  
 



10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in a such a manner that, if 
removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would 
be unimpaired.  
 
 
Standards for Restoration 
 Restoration is defined as the act or process of accurately depicting the form, features, and character of 
a property as it appeared at a particular period of time by means of the removal of features from other 
periods in its history and reconstruction of missing features from the restoration period. The limited and 
sensitive upgrading of mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems and other code-required work to 
make properties functional is appropriate within a restoration project. 
 
1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use which reflects the property's 
restoration period.  
 
2. Materials and features from the restoration period will be retained and preserved. The removal of 
materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize the period will not be 
undertaken.  
 
3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Work needed to 
stabilize, consolidate and conserve materials and features from the restoration period will be physically 
and visually compatible, identifiable upon close inspection, and properly documented for future research.  
 
4. Materials, features, spaces, and finishes that characterize other historical periods will be documented 
prior to their alteration or removal.  
 
5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that 
characterize the restoration period will be preserved.  
 
6. Deteriorated features from the restoration period will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the 
severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old 
in design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials.  
 
7. Replacement of missing features from the restoration period will be substantiated by documentary and 
physical evidence. A false sense of history will not be created by adding conjectural features, features from 
other properties, or by combining features that never existed together historically.  
 
8. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 
Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.  
 
9. Archeological resources affected by a project will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources 
must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken. 
 



10. Designs that were never executed historically will not be constructed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



B: Determination of Eligibility 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

A Historical-Architectural Survey and Assessment 
of the Conconully Ranger Station 

at Conconully, Okanogan County, Washington  
 
 

 
 
 

Prepared for: 
 

Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest 
215 Melody Lane 

Wenatchee, WA 98801 
 

Prepared by: 
 

Richard A. Fields 
Architectural Historian 

MS, IA 
 

Pacific Northwest Region (Region 6) 
Recreation, Lands and Minerals 

 
July 23, 2008 



 1 

Executive Summary 
 
In June 2008, the United States Department of Agriculture Forest Service undertook a historical 
architectural survey and evaluation of the Conconully Ranger Station. Forest Service Regional 
Architectural Historian Richard Fields conducted the evaluation of the Conconully property in 
June 2008 at the request of the Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest. All the compound’s 
buildings were evaluated for National Register eligibility. This evaluation included a review of 
departmental records, county property and tax records, local history records, and interviews of 
persons with knowledge about the property’s history.  
 
The review of the Conconully Ranger Station found compound found buildings 1300 (Site 06-
08-03-280), 2001 (Site 06-08-03-004), 2200 (Site 06-08-03-282), 2400 (Site 06-08-03-283), and 
2500 (Site 06-08-03-281), all Eligible for placement on the National Register of Historic Places 
as part of a Potential Historic District. Building 2610 (Site 06-08-03-284), a livestock chute, 
and corral are contributing elements for the potential district, but not eligible in their own right. 
A former residence, associated garage, woodshed, and unidentified utilitarian building were 
removed at some point in the past, probably between 1946 and 1960, but the loss of the buildings 
does not diminish the integrity of the site greatly.  
 
The buildings retain good historical integrity, but building 1300, the crew house, has had its 
siding and porch changed. These changes occurred during the construction of the rest of the 
compound, and the effort “rusticized” the building, making it match the newer construction.  
Building 2400, the warehouse, suffered fire damage to its basement in a 1990 fire, but has been 
stabilized, with no outward evidence of the fire. The barn, building 2400, has had some minor 
alterations made, with the exterior stalls being enclosed and converted to storage and workspace. 
Finally, building 2610 has had its interior altered, and has been moved from a previous location 
to its present place upon the concrete pad of the removed garage.  
 
It is recommended that the Conconully Ranger Station be nominated for placement as a Historic 
District on the National Register of Historic Places. 
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Former 
Conconully 

Ranger Station 

Introduction 
 
In preparation for potentially leasing the Conconully Ranger Station, Conconully, Washington, 
of the Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest, United States Department of Agriculture Forest 
Service, the principal conducted a historical architectural survey and assessment of the 
Conconully Ranger Station. This survey did not address any archaeological resources.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 Topographical Representation of Project Area 
(USGS Conconully East Topographical Map, 7/7/1977) 

 
 
 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Forest Service (FS) decided to undertake 
an architectural survey and assesment of the property to comply with Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act.  Fieldwork for the project was conducted by Richard A. Fields on 
June 9-13, 2008.  Preliminary research included review of departmental records, consultation 
with Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest archaeologist Powys Gadd, and Okanogan County 
Historical Society President, Richard Ries. 
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Figure 2 Aerial View of Conconully Ranger Station 

 
 

 
Figure 3 Conconully Ranger Station Site Plan, 1937  

(USFS Engineering Drawing) 
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Figure 4 Conconully Ranger Station Site Plan, 1937 

 (USFS Engineering Drawing, revised 7/9/08) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Environment 
 
The project area legal description is Township 35 N., Range 25E., Section 6, SE ¼, NW ¼ , 
Okanogan County (UTM Zone 11, 297007E, 5382392N, Longitude -119.75138, Latitude 
48.56173). Ecologically, the Conconully compound is located in a transitional area between the 
Big Sagebrush Zone to the Grand Fir and Douglas Fir Zone. The property has been cleared of its 
original vegetation. Non-native ornamental plants and trees have been introduced.  
 
The compound is located within one mile of Conconully Lake, Conconully Reservoir, and within 
100 feet of Salmon Creek. The project area is generally flat, but is located within a valley, with 
the landscape rising to the north, east, and west. The elevation is approximately 2300 feet. 
 



 5 

Historic Context 
 
The project location is within the town of Conconully, Washington located in Okanogan County.  
The current population is 185 according to the 2000 census.  
 
The first Euro-American exploration of the Conconully area began with early fur trappers during 
the early 1800s. There was little development in the region before the discovery of gold in 1871, 
but the area’s status as part of the Moses-Columbia Reservation limited development. In 1886, a 
portion of the reservation was removed and opened to settlement and development and with it, 
the influx of miners and businesses to serve them began to arrive in what is now Conconully 
(Kirk and Alexander, 2003). Following the Panic of 1893, mining diminished to negligible levels 
in the area, and agriculture became the primary industry.  Between 1907 and 1910, the 
Reclamation Service (Bureau of Reclamation) constructed the Conconully Dam on Salmon 
Creek. Intended to provide irrigation water, the dam has been modified twice in its life, raising 
the height from the original 70 feet to the current 72.5 feet, and improving its spillway (Bureau 
Reclamation, 2008).  
 
In 1911, the Okanogan National Forest was established from portions of the Chelan National 
Forest, with its first Ranger Districts located in Twisp and Conconully (Powys Gadd, 2008).  The 
Okanogan National Forest transferred to the Chelan Forest in 1920. In November 1928, the 
Forest Service purchased land from William and Ada Cope in Conconully for use as a ranger 
station. The property included an existing home and garage, which became the ranger’s 
residence. The Forest Service added a barn, office, and an unidentified utilitarian outbuilding to 
the pre-existing buildings sometime between 1928 and 1934. In 1936 and 1937, workers from 
the Civilian Conservation Corps constructed for the Forest Service an office, fire warehouse, 
woodshed, and gas house on the property, as well as remodeling the previous office into a crew 
quarters.  At some point between 1946 and 1960, the residence, garage, and woodshed were 
removed (Tryvge Culp, 2008). The Conconully Ranger District became the Okanogan Ranger 
District, moving the headquarters to Tonasket, in 1944.  This name changed again in 1955 to 
avoid confusion between the name of the Okanogan National Forest and the Okanogan Ranger 
District. The District again became the Conconully Ranger District. In 1982, the Conconully 
Ranger District was absorbed by the Tonasket Ranger District and became the Conconully Work 
center. The Conconully Work Center ceased being staffed in the mid-nineties, but has seen 
continued use as a warehouse and bunkhouse for the Forest Service.  
 
 

Methodology 
 

Records of the Forest Service were examined and Forest Service personnel were interviewed to 
determine age, integrity, and historic association of buildings and structures. The Okanogan 
Historical Society’s Archives and the Conconully Historical Society were consulted for historical 
information. The principal interviewed residents of Conconully to gather information also. 
Buildings were examined to determine whether the integrity had been compromised through 
alterations, additions, or use of inappropriate materials in repairs. On site assessment included 
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photo-documentation of buildings and structures, both interior and exterior. Buildings were 
evaluated for eligibility for the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
A search of records of the National Register of Historic Places showed only the Conconully 
Reservoir Dam as a nearby listed property.  
 
 

Pre-Existing and Removed Buildings 
 
Ranger’s Residence 
 
When the Forest Service acquired the Conconully property, the deed makes reference to “. . . 
with all and singular to the tenements, hereditaments, and appurtenances thereunto belonging . . 
.” That a residence and garage existed was evident. The concrete pad for the garage is extant, as 
are two gates along the fence line, leading to the no longer extant residence. A slight depression 
indicated the previous location of the residence, but there are no physical remains.  The residence 
is shown in a 1911 Frank S. Matsura picture, and is still extant in Forest Service photographs 
from 1936. According to USFS Region 4 Architectural Historian Richa Wilson, the residence is 
not typical of Forest Service architecture. She estimates the building’s date to be circa 1910 
based on the photographs. Regional Historian Gail Throop also is unfamiliar with any similar 
Forest Service residences in this style. According to Trygve Culp, whose father worked at the 
Conconully Ranger Station following World War II, the residence was sold and removed around 
1946 or 1947. The residence was listed as removed on USFS site maps in 1955. There are no 
maps or other documentation between 1937 and 1955. 
 
 

 
Figure 5 Former Conconully Ranger’s Residence 

(University of Washington Library, Matsura Photo Collection) 
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Figure 6 Conconully Ranger Station circa 1936 Showing Ranger's Residence and Office Construction 

(Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest Photograph) 

 

 
Figure 7 Conconully Ranger Station circa 1938 Showing the Ranger's Residence  

(Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest Photograph) 
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Figure 8 Ranger's residence at Conconully Ranger Station in an Undated Photograph 

(Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest Photograph) 
 

 
Figure 9 Conconully Ranger's Residence Plan  

(Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest) 
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Garage 
 
Like the Ranger’s Residence, the garage was a pre-existing structure. The building was larger 
than a standard Forest Service plan for the time. The garage was shown on 1961 site plans, but 
was removed on 1966 site plans.  
 

 
Figure 10 Ranger's residence garage  

(Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest Photograph) 
 

 
Figure 11 Ranger's Residence Garage Plan 

 (Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest) 
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Woodshed and Utilitarian Building 
 
A woodshed was formerly located behind the crew quarters (building 1300, Site 06-08-03-280). 
Talks with Forest Service personnel indicated that the paint shed (building 2610, Site 06-08-03-
284) might have been this building, but a comparison of the footprint of the two buildings on site 
plans indicates they are not the same building.  A historic photograph from circa 1936 shows a 
utilitarian building located north of the crew quarters, but this too is not the paint shed. Both of 
these buildings were removed sometime between 1937 and 1960. There is no more definitive 
information on either building. 
 

 
Figure 12 Utilitarian Building Located North of Crew Quarters (Building 1300, Site 06-08-03-280) Circa 1936 

The Pictured Barn is Not on Forest Service Property 
(Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest Photograph) 

 
 
 

Extant Buildings 
 

Building 2001 (Site 06-08-03-004) Office 
 
Building 2001 is a rustic style, one and a one-half story office built in 1936. The irregular 
compound plan building has 1678 square feet, measuring approximately 22 by 18 feet on its 
primary block, and approximately 21 by 14 feet on its subordinate wing.  The office features a 
clipped gable roof on its main block, and a hipped roof on its side story wing. A gabled porch 
with rustic wooden supports and a Forest Service tree cut-out is located on the east elevation. 
The building has had its original wooden shingle roof replaced with a standing seam metal one. 
A stone chimney with an open arch is located mid-slope near the intersection of the hipped and 
gable roofs on the west elevation. The building features vertical boards on the gables, with 
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rounded bottom edges. The rest of the building has horizontal lapped siding. The primary 
entrance on the east elevation has a stone porch, but the entry door is not original. The rear entry 
on the west elevation has had a concrete set of steps added as a replacement for the original, but 
the original tongue and groove wooden door is still in place. The building’s fenestration features 
wooden framed, double hung, multi- paned windows. There are three sets of windows on the east 
elevation: a paired set on the lower level of the main block, a single set located on the gable, and 
a single set on the lower level to the south of the entry. The south elevation only has one set 
which is centered, while the north elevation has two sets. The west elevation has a single set 
below the eave of the gable, a smaller set to the south of the west entrance where the bathroom 
is, and a larger set to the south.  Although blocked, there are small wooden framed awning 
windows in the basement of the main block on the east and north elevations. The basement is 
made of poured concrete, and has had the portion under the main block finished. The basement 
in this area has a concrete floor. The unfinished windowless area under the south wing is the 
utility area. The interior of the building was remodeled, probably in the 1970s based on the 
materials used. Following the cessation of staffing, the office was used as a bunkhouse. 

 

 
Figure 13 Building 2001 (Site 06-08-03-004) East Elevation 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Figure 14 Building 2001 (Site 06-08-03-004) South Elevation 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
 
 

 
Figure 15  Building 2001 (Site 06-08-03-004) West Elevation 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Figure 16 Building 2001 (Site 06-08-03-004) North Elevation 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
 

 
Figure 17 Historic View of East Elevation of Conconully Office (Site 06-08-03-004) 

(Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest Photograph) 
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Figure 18 Conconully Office Historic View, Facing Northwest (Site 06-08-03-004) 

(Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest Photograph) 
 
 

 
Figure 19 Building 2001 (Site 06-08-03-004) Plan 

(Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest) 
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Building 1300 (Site 06-08-03-280) Bunk House    
  
Building 1008 is a single story, rustic style bunk house, which was originally built as an office. 
The rectangular plan building measures 24.5 feet by 30.5 feet, with approximately 668.5 square 
feet of space. The building was remodeled and “rusticized” in the 1930s when the Civilian 
Conservation Corps expanded the compound. The building originally had simple drop siding, 
and an open gabled porch. Upon its rehabilitation for use as a crew quarters instead of an office, 
the building’s siding was changed to horizontal lapped type, and its open gabled porch was 
reconfigured to a more rustic style enclosed gable with vertical boards and a Forest Service pine 
tree cut out. There are now three tree cutouts on the front and rear of the building. The wooden 
porch floor was replaced with one made of flagstone. The front gabled roof was originally 
covered with wooden shakes or shingles, but was replaced with a standing seam metal roof in the 
1970s. The wooden framed multi-pane hopper windows are original. The building has three 
doors, the front, which is located on the east elevation, rear, and a side door off of the kitchen on 
the north elevation. The three wooden doors have three panels and a single light window. They 
may be original, and probably date to the 1930’s rehabilitation. The building’s foundation is 
concrete stem walls. 
 
 

 
Figure 20 Conconully Crew Quarters East Elevation (Building 1300, Site 06-08-03-280) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Figure 21 Conconully Crew Quarters South Elevation (Building 1300, Site 06-08-03-280) 

R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
 

 
Figure 22 Conconully Crew Quarters West Elevation (Building 1300, Site 06-08-03-280) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Figure 23 Conconully Crew Quarters North Elevation (Building 1300, Site 06-08-03-280) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
 

 
Figure 24 Conconully Crew Quarters Interior Facing Northwest (Building 1300, Site 06-08-03-280) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Figure 25 Conconully Crew Quarters Interior Facing East (Building 1300, Site 06-08-03-280) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
 

 
Figure 26 Conconully Crew Quarters’ Kitchen Interior Facing West (Building 1300, Site 06-08-03-280) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Figure 27 Conconully Crew Quarters Bathroom Interior Facing East (Building 1300, Site 06-08-03-280) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
 

 
Figure 28 Building 1300 Historic Photograph Showing Original Configuration As An Office  

(Building 1300, Site 06-08-03-280) 
(Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest Photograph) 
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Figure 29 Building 1300 Historic Photograph Showing Rehabilitated Configuration As Crew Quarters, Circa 

1936 (Building 1300, Site 06-08-03-280) 
(Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest Photograph) 

 

 
Figure 30 Conconully Crew Quarters Historic Plan Showing Rehabilitated Configuration As Crew Quarters, 

Circa 1936 (Building 1300, Site 06-08-03-280) 
Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest Photograph) 
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Building 2200 (Site 06-08-03-282) Fire Warehouse 
 
Building 2200 is a one and one-half story, rustic style fire warehouse built by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps in 1937. The building contains approximately 4575 square feet, and has an 
irregular plan, which features three distinct blocks. The building’s configuration features a 
central block arranged in a north-south alignment, with a pair of east-west blocks on each end. 
The central block has a small gabled portion before the roof line meets that of the end blocks, 
which are fully gabled, and feature the Forest Service’s pine tree cutouts. There are a pair of 
small gabled dormers located on both the east and west elevations of the central block. The 
original shakes that covered the roof were replaced by a standing seam metal roof in the 1970s. 
A single ridge chimney is located in the southern quarter of the central block’s roof. The building 
is clad with horizontal lapped siding, except for the gables, which feature vertical boards, which 
are rounded on the bottoms of the east and west gables. The building features three prominent 
entryways on the east elevation. Each block has a set of sliding bay doors. The north and central 
set are full size, while the southern set is smaller, and have an out of period set of concrete steps 
attached below them. The original vertical board doors have been replaced with doors made with 
plywood, but change is not so great as to change the character of the building. The Blacksmith 
shop, which is a smaller shed roof addition on the building’s southern elevation, has a single 
pedestrian door located on its east side. The buildings windows are all wooden framed, multi-
pane sash hopper windows. The building’s foundation is a combination of poured concrete and 
concrete stem walls. 
 
The building’s interior is separated into four main areas. The first floor features an equipment 
room and a work room in the southern block, fire truck storage in the central block, and repair 
and truck storage in the northern block. The upper level has two largely undivided rooms, but the 
basement is one open area. 
 

 
Figure 31 Building 2200 East Elevation (Site 06-08-03-282) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Figure 32 Building 2200 South Elevation (Site 06-08-03-282) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
 

 
Figure 33 Building 2200 West Elevation (Site 06-08-03-282) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Figure 34 Building 2200 North Elevation (Site 06-08-03-282) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
 

 
Figure 35 Building 2200 Interior of Blacksmith Shop Facing West (Site 06-08-03-282) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Figure 36 Building 2200 Interior of Equipment Area Facing North (Site 06-08-03-282)  

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
 

 
Figure 37 Building 2200 Interior of Work Area Facing North (Site 06-08-03-282) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Figure 38 Building 2200 Interior of Fire Truck Storage Area Facing East (Site 06-08-03-282) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
 

 
Figure 39 Building 2200 Interior Repair and Storage Area Facing East (Site 06-08-03-282) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Figure 40 Building 2200 Upper Level South Room Facing East (Site 06-08-03-282) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
 

 
Figure 41 Building 2200 Upper Level Main Room Facing South (Site 06-08-03-282) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Figure 42 Building 2200 Basement Facing West (Site 06-08-03-282) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
 

 
Figure 43 Building 2200 Basement Showing Fire Damage from 1990 (Site 06-08-03-282) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Figure 44 Building 2200 Plan Circa 1936 (Site 06-08-03-282)  

(Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest Drawing) 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 45 Building 2200 Historic Photograph Facing Northwest Circa 1936 (Site 06-08-03-282)  

(Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest Photograph) 
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Building 2400 (Site 06-08-03-283) Barn 
 
Building 2400 is a one and one-half story rustic style barn. Forest Service maintenance records 
show 1934 as a date of construction, but it may have been earlier. The barn’s siding does not 
match the other buildings on the compound, except for the original siding on building 1300.  
Unlike building 1300, the barn was not rehabilitated when the rest of the compound was 
constructed in the late 1930s. Historic photos indicate the building has had minor alterations, 
including the enclosure of the formerly open stalls on the building’s east elevation. A 1936 
picture shows the middle and north stall open, but is not clear enough to determine in the south 
stall’s current alteration dates to that time.  
 
The barn measures approximately 32 by 33 feet, with around 1630 square feet. The combination 
gambrel-shed roof is no longer covered with the original cedar shakes, but instead is covered by 
a standing seam metal roof installed in the 1970s.  The siding is simple drop siding, except for a 
small portion of board and batten on the east elevation. Windows are primarily multi-pane, 
wooden frame fixed type, although there is one single light fixed window on the east elevation. 
There is a single pedestrian door on the north, south, and east elevations, as well as a sliding bay 
door on the west side of the south elevation for horses. A set of doors are located on the upper 
level of the north elevation, for loading hay into the loft. The foundation is a combination of 
concrete stem walls and footers. 
 
 
The interior includes a work room and tack room, both of which are located in space converted 
from former horse stalls, a seed room, three interior horse stalls, and a hay loft. The seed room is 
lined with wire mesh screening to prevent entrance by rodents. The horse stalls have built in feed 
troughs.  
 
Immediately west of, and associated with the barn, is a wooden stock chute. The wooden chute is 
of an undeterminable age, and locally fabricated. The chute features vertical poles and horizontal 
wooden slats to contain the animals as they are loaded and unloaded from trailers.  
 

 
Figure 46 Building 2400 East Elevation (Site 06-08-03-283) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Figure 47 Building 2400 South Elevation (Site 06-08-03-283) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
 
 
 

 
Figure 48 Building 2400 and Stock Chute West Elevation (Site 06-08-03-283) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
 



 31 

 
Figure 49 Building 2400 and Stock Chute North Elevation (Site 06-08-03-283) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
 
  
 

 
Figure 50 Building 2400 Tack Room Facing West (Site 06-08-03-283) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Figure 51 Building 2400 Central Walkway (Site 06-08-03-283) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
 
 
 

 
Figure 52 Building 2400 Horse Stalls Facing North (Site 06-08-03-283) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Figure 53 Building 2400 Seed Room Facing West (Site 06-08-03-283) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
 
 
 

 
Figure 54 Building 2400 Hay Loft Facing North (Site 06-08-03-283) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Figure 55 Building 2400 Historic Building Plan (Site 06-08-03-283) 

(Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest Dawing 2008) 
 
 
 

 
Figure 56 Building 2400 Historic photograph of the barn, circa 1936 (Site 06-08-03-283) 

(Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest Photograph) 
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Building 2500 (Site 06-08-03-281) Gas House 
 
Building 2500, the Gas House, is a small, 8 feet by 8 feet, 64 square feet, utilitarian, rustic style 
building that formerly was used for storage of petroleum products and dispensing gasoline.  The 
single story, front gabled, one room structure was built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in 
1937. The original shake roof has been replaced with a standing seam metal roof. The building 
has lapped siding, with the gabled front and rear featuring vertical board with a rounded bottom. 
There is a single Forest Service pine tree cut out located on both the north and south gables. 
There are two pedestrian doors. One each is located the east and west elevations. The doors are 
rustic, with vertical board on the inside, and horizontal tongue and groove backed by bracing on 
the interior.  The fuel pump which formerly was located in front of the building was removed for 
environmental reasons. The building has a foundation of concrete, with some stone also on the 
south wall. A concrete pad adjoining the building has had the following inscription etched into it, 
“Compliments of 1973 Fire Suppression.”  
 

 
Figure 57 Building 2500 North Elevation (Site 06-08-03-281) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Figure 58 Building 2500 East Elevation (Site 06-08-03-281) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
 
 
 

 
Figure 59 Building 2500 South Elevation (Site 06-08-03-281) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Figure 60 Building 2500 West Elevation (Site 06-08-03-281) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
 
 

 
Figure 61 Building 2500 Detail Of Support Posts And Windows, Facing East (Site 06-08-03-281) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Figure 62 Building 2500 Interior Facing East (Site 06-08-03-281) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
 
 
 

 
Figure 63 Building 2500 Historic Plan, Circa 1936 (Site 06-08-03-281) 

Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest Drawing) 
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Figure 64 Building 2500 Historic Photograph Facing Southeast, Circa 1936 (Site 06-08-03-281) 

(Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest Photograph) 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 65 Building 2500 Concrete Pad With “Complements Of 1973 Fire Suppression” (Site 06-08-03-281) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Building 2610 (Site 06-08-03-284) Paint Shed 
 
Building 2610 is a small, 8 by 8 feet, 64 square feet Paint Shed which was moved onto the 
Conconully site at an undeterminable time. Some staff members of the Okanogan Wenatchee 
National Forest thought that it might be a woodshed mentioned on a 1937 Forest Service Site 
Plan, but it is too small to have been that building, which appears to have been razed. The 
building is not on a 1967 Site Plan, but a building labeled 2610, located just north of building 
2500, shows up on an undated Site Plan labeled “Conconully Work Center. This name came into 
use after 1982, indicating the building was placed in the location after 1967. At an unknown 
point, the Paint Shed was placed at its present location on the former garage’s concrete pad. 
 
The paint shed has a gabled roof covered with standing seam metal. The building is clad with 
lapped siding, and has a singular fixed, four pane window. A single pedestrian door is located on 
the east elevation. A crude awning door has been cut into the south elevation, but is no longer 
accessible from the interior. The building has been placed on concrete stem walls laid over the 
pre-existing concrete slab of the former garage. The building’s interior has been remodeled with 
plywood walls and shelving.  
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 66 Building 2610 East Elevation (Site 06-08-03-284) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Figure 67 Building 2610 South Elevation (Site 06-08-03-284) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
 
 

 
Figure 68 Building 2610 West Elevation (Site 06-08-03-284) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Figure 69 Building 2610 North Elevation (Site 06-08-03-284) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 70 Building 2610 Interior (Site 06-08-03-284) 

(R. Fields Photograph, 2008) 
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Determination of Eligibility  
 

The architectural survey and assessment of the Conconully Ranger Station found it Eligible for 
nomination to the National Register as a Historic District. Although the original residence and 
garage have been removed, the core of the compound, including all of the major buildings built 
by the Civilian Conservation Corps, are extant, with only minor changes. A small woodshed 
formerly located near the crew quarters was removed sometime after 1967. The compound 
retains its historic character and integrity, as well as its significance. The Conconully Forest 
Service Compound is a good representation of a small Forest Service Ranger Station built during 
the Great Depression. The Rustic Style architecture and Forest Service Pine Tree Cutouts on the 
buildings immediately identify the complex as part of the Forest Service, as was the intent. The 
buildings retain the original configuration without degradation by non-historic infill. The only 
building not original to the compound is Building 2610, located in the southwest corner.  Since 
this small paint shed is built in the style of the historic buildings, it is not an intruding element.  
The standing seam metal roofs on the buildings, while not original, are reversible alterations, and 
do not greatly affect the integrity of these buildings. Buildings 1300 (Site 06-08-03-280), 2001 
(Site 06-08-03-004), 2200 (Site 06-08-03-282), 2400 (Site 06-08-03-283), and 2500 (Site 06-08-
03-281) are determined Eligible for placement on the National Register of Historic Places, while 
building 2610 (Site 06-08-03-284) is a contributing building.  
 
 

Recommendation 
 

Due to the significance of the Conconully Ranger Station, it is recommended that the compound 
be listed as a Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places.  The significance of 
the Compound to the community is great, as the Forest Service has had a presence there since the 
purchase of the property in 1928. The buildings are a good representation of the Forest Service’s 
architecture of the Great Depression, and the construction by the Civilian Conservation Corps, 
while not unique, is an important historical event. Also, the high level of integrity makes the 
Conconully Compound a good choice to highlight the Forest Service’s history and presence in 
the area. The location of Conconully State park close by assures that interested persons will have 
the opportunity to see the buildings as they recreate at the park. Due to these factors, and the 
historical significance of the Ranger Station, the facility should be nominated for placement on 
the National Register of Historic Places as a District. 
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Appendix A 
 

List of Buildings and Their Eligibility to the NRHP 
 
 
Building or Structure  Year Built NRHP Eligible? Reason 
 
Building 1300 Bunkhouse  1929-1934 Yes   Criteria A and C 
(Site #06-08-03-280) 
 
Building 2001 Office  1936  Yes   Criteria A and C 
(Site #06-08-03-004) 
 
Building 2200 Fire Warehouse 1937  Yes   Criteria A and C 
(Site #06-08-03-282) 
 
Building 2400 Barn  1929-1934 Yes   Criteria A and C 
(Site #06-08-03-283) 
 
Building 2500 Gas house  1937  Yes   Criteria A and C 
(Site #06-08-03-281) 
 
Building 2610 Paint Shed  Post 1967 Contributing  Association 
(06-08-03-284) 
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Appendix B 
 

Deed and Tax Lot 
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Tax Lot 
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