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What is a Forest Plan? 

• Plans set the overall management 
direction and guidance for each of 
our national forests. 

• Plans do not provide site-specific 
direction, such as where to put a 
recreation trail, but instead guide 
management activities at a forest-
wide scale, providing direction for all 
uses across all lands within the 
national forests. 

• A forest plan is similar to a chapter or 
community land use plan that helps 
guide land use and development. 

• The overarching purpose of the plan 
is to ensure that national forests are 
sustainably managed for generations 
to come. 

How to Participate

• Government to Government 
Consultation

• Cooperating Agency Status

• Public Meetings 

• Review & Comment Periods
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1. Forest Plan Revision

Ways to use this Workbook

• Use reference links to review draft 
documents and provide feedback

• Use the contacts listed to meet with 
the Forest Plan Revision team

• Use blank sheets provided to send 
ideas to the Forest



Many of the tribes who consider the Manti-La Sal National Forest an 
important place, both spiritually and culturally, have a strong interest in 
the management of the natural resources on the Forest. The Forest 
recognizes it is both valuable, and necessary, to have meaningful dialogue 
and feedback on Areas of Tribal Importance within the Forest Plan.

The 2012 Planning Rule (36 CFR 219) emphasizes consultation and 
collaboration with Tribal Officials during plan revision as part of the 
Federal Government to Government relationship.  

The Planning Rule also specifies that plan components must be written to 
address Areas of Tribal Importance within the Forest.

The Manti-La Sal National Forest is seeking your input on defining 
Areas of Tribal Importance, and developing management 

direction for the protection and management of Forest resources 
in to the future.  
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2. Tribal Engagement in Plan Revision



How will Engagement during Plan Revision benefit 
Tribes into the future?

• Have a say about what happens to the resources of the Manti-La Sal 
National Forest

• Help design management areas that protect and enhance the condition 
of places and resources of importance to tribes

• Help develop forest guidance on how tribal members will be able to 
access areas and collect resources in the future (firewood, medicinal 
plants, ceremonial locations, etc.)

• Guarantees of confidentiality of sensitive tribal information or 
communication on sacred places
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Meet
There are many existing ways to engage during Plan Revision including: 
Government to Government Consultation, Cooperating Agency Status, 
and Public Meetings and Comment Periods

The Manti-La Sal is also seeking unique opportunities to engage Tribal 
partners staff to staff, and your communities through:  

• Staff to staff meetings around specific issues/resource areas
• Community listening sessions or public meetings 
• Formal Consultation

Review
Written or verbal feedback on current draft documents will help inform 
the development of the Forest Plan.  Visit our website to find draft 
documents currently available for review.  The Forest is accepting 
comments throughout the plan revision process, and also uses formal 
review and comment periods with closing dates at key stages in the 
process. 

Share
Providing background, information, or history on modern, and 
traditional, uses on the Forest can help us tell the story of the  Manti-La 
Sal National Forest, and the communities who use it.  
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Forest Plan Revision Website
Visit the Manti-La Sal National Forest Plan Revision website to learn about the 
planning process, review current documents, and find public meeting dates.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/mantilasal/landmanagement/planning

Forest Plan Revision Team Contact Information
Contact the Forest directly with questions, comments, or to set meeting dates 
for coordination and consultation.

Megan Eno, Partnership Coordinator 
Email: meno02@fs.fed.us
Mailing address: Manti-La Sal National Forest,

599 Price River Dr.
Price, UT   84501

Phone: 435-636-3517

Forest Plan Revision Announcements
Sign up for the Forest Plan Revision mailing list
https://bit.ly/2rDsxAe
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4. Plan Revision Team Contact Info

https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/mantilasal/landmanagement/planning
mailto:meno02@fs.fed.us
https://bit.ly/2rDsxAe
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5. Plan Revision Process Overview  

3 Stages of Forest Planning

Assessment 
The Assessment Phase evaluates current trends and conditions on the Forest.  A Draft 
Assessment Report covering 15 topics, including Areas of Tribal Importance, was made 
available for public comment in June of 2017. The Draft Assessment is currently being 
revised to include public comments received during the comment period.  The 
Assessment Report is used to define the Need for Change, and set the stage for 
developing a revised Forest Plan. Visit the Forest Plan Revision website for a copy of the 
current draft.  

Plan Development (Current)
Forest staff are currently developing an initial set of draft plan components including 
Desired Conditions and Objectives.  This initial set of Desired Conditions and Objectives 
will be available for review and comment in Fall of 2018. Information provided to the 
Forest during consultation, staff to staff engagement, or in the form of comment letters, 
will be used to inform the development of the initial set of plan components.  There will 
be several more opportunities to review draft plan components and suggest changes 
through informal review periods and the NEPA process.  

The forest is planning to begin NEPA in the spring of 2019 with an Notice of Intent in the 
Federal Register and a scoping Period.

Implementation & Monitoring 
Relationships with Tribal partners and cooperating agencies developed during Forest 
Plan Revision will help to further implementation of the Forest Plan objectives, and set 
the stage for working together to implement site specific projects.
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Wilderness Evaluation

1
0

The Forest is required by the 2012 Planning Rule to: 

(v) Identify and evaluate lands that may be suitable for inclusion in 
the National Wilderness Preservation System and determine whether 
to recommend any such lands for wilderness designation. 

Only Congress can designate Wilderness Areas.

Process: There are 4 steps to the Wilderness Evaluation Process including 
Inventory, Evaluation, Analysis and Recommendation.  

Current Step: The Forest has completed the Inventory step, and is 
currently conducting the Evaluation by incorporating feedback from the 
February 2018 review period. 

The Draft Evaluation Results will be available for review in Fall of 2018.



Wild and Scenic Rivers

1
1

The Forest is required by the 2012 Planning Rule to: 

Identify the eligibility of rivers for inclusion in the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers System, unless a systematic inventory has been previously 
completed and documented and there are no changed circumstances 
that warrant additional review. 

Only Congress can designate a National Wild and Scenic River. 

Current Step:  The Forest has completed the Eligibility and Classification steps 
of the Wild and Scenic River Evaluation Process.  A final Eligibility report is 
available on our website which identified one river, 1.2 miles of Duck Fork 
Creek on the Ferron Ranger District, as Eligible.  

A Suitability analysis will be completed next in the process.  Visit the Forest 
website for upcoming dates for review and comment.



Species of Conservation Concern

1
2

The 2012 Planning Rule (36 CFR 219.7(c)(3)) states that, “The Regional 
Forester shall identify the species of conservation concern for the plan area”. 

What are Species of Conservation Concern (SCC)? 
Species of Conservation Concern are a species “... other than federally recognized 
threatened, endangered, proposed, or candidate species, that is known to occur in the 
plan area and for which the regional forester has determined that the best available 
scientific information indicates substantial concern about the species’ capability to 
persist over the long-term in the plan area.” [36 CFR 219.9(c)]

Identifying SCC
The Manti-La Sal National Forest, in conjunction with the Intermountain Regional Office, 
has evaluated species within the planning area and identified those meeting the criteria 
for inclusion on the Species of Conservation Concern list. Plan components will be 
developed to provide management direction for their protection in the revised Forest 
Plan.

To learn more about the SCC review process, or view the Regional Forester signed 
letters identifying SCC on the Manti-La Sal National Forest, visit the Plan Revision 
website.

Working Together
The Forest is seeking Tribal input on Species of Conservation Concern

• Are any of the plant species identified of traditional or medicinal value?  

• Are there opportunities for cooperative inventory or monitoring of these species?



Species of Conservation Concern -
Plants

1. Geyer's onion (Allium geyeri var. chatterleyi)
2. Sweet-flower Rock-jasmine (Androsace chamaejasme ssp. Carinata)
3. Link Trail Columbine (Aquilegia flavescens var. rubicunda)
4. Isely's Milkvetch (Astragalus iselyi)
5. Little Grapefern (Botrychium simplex)
6. Globe Sedge (Carex perglobosa)
7. Creutzfeldt's Cat's-eye (Cryptantha creutzfeldtii)
8. Pinnate Spring-parsley (Cymopterus beckii)
9. Huntington Rabbitbrush (Chrysothamnus nauseosus ssp. psilocarpus))
10. Abajo Daisy (Erigeron abajoensis)
11. Tall Fleabane (Erigeron elatior)
12. Kachina Daisy (Erigeron kachinensis)
13. La Sal Daisy (Erigeron mancus)
14. Black-head Fleabane (Erigeron melanocephalus)
15. Carrington Daisy (Erigeron carringtoniae)
16. Canyon Sweetvetch (Hedysarum occidentale var. canone)
17. Baker‘s Oreoxis (Oreoxis bakeri)
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32 Plants have been identified as SCC on the Manti-La 
Sal National Forest

Pictured: Erigeron elatior Pictured: Erigeron melanocephalus



Species of Conservation Concern –
Plants (continued)

18. Fendlers Cowbane (Oxypolis fendleri)
19. Musinea Ragwort/Musinea Groundsel (Senecio musiniensis)
20. Navajo Beardtongue (Penstemon navajoa)
21. (Penstemon tidestromii)
22. Tidestrom Beardtongue (Plantanthera zothecina)
23. Eastwood's Podistera (Podistera eastwoodiae)
24. Rocky Mountain Cinquefoil (Potentilla paucijuga)
25. Cutleaf Coneflower (Rudbeckia laciniata var. ampla)
26. Arizona Willow (Salix arizonica)
27. Whiplash Saxifrage (Saxifraga flagellaris ssp. Crandallii)
28. Nodding Saxifrage (Saxifraga cernua)
29. Senecio serra var. admirabilis
30. La Sal Mountains' Groundsel (Senecio fremontii var. 

inexpectatus)
31. Aster laevis (Symphyotrichum laeve var. geyeri)
32. Alpine Besseya (Synthyris alpina)
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Pictured: Oxypolis fendleri Pictured: Saxifraga cernua



Species of Conservation Concern –
Animals

1. Black Rosy-finch (Leucosticte atrata)
2. Bluehead Sucker (Catostomus discobolus)
3. Bonneville Cutthroat Trout (Onchorhyncus clarkii Utah)
4. Boreal Toad (Anaxyrus boreas)
5. Colorado Cutthroat Trout (Onchorhyncus clarkii)
6. Fringed Myotis (Myotis thysanodes)
7. Greater Sage-grouse (Centrocercus urophasianus) 
8. Southern Leatherside (Lepidomeda aliciae) 
9. Townsends Big-eared Bat (Sweltsa cristata)
10. Utah Sallfly (Sweltsa cristata)
11. American Pika (Ochotona princeps)

1
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11 Animals have been identified as SCC on the Manti-
La Sal National Forest 

Pictured: Black Rosy-finch Pictured: American Pika
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6. Forest Plan Component Definitions 

Desired Conditions
Desired conditions describe the aspirations or visions of what the plan area 
(or portions of the plan area) should look like in the future and drive the 
development of the other plan components.  Desired conditions essentially 
describe the desired future landscape, and the other plan components give 
guidance on how to get there. (FSH 1909.12 Ch 20, pgs 36-37)

Objectives
An objective is a concise, measurable, and time-specific statement of a 
desired rate of progress toward a desired condition or conditions. (FSH 
1909.12 Ch 20, pgs 37-38)

Standards
Standards are the rules we will operate within as we develop projects to 
accomplish Objectives and move closer to realizing Desired Conditions.  
These are mandatory constraints on projects and activities that are 
implemented with the Forest Plan. (FSH 1909.12 Ch 20, pgs 38-39)

Guidelines
Like Standards, Guidelines are mandatory constraints on projects and 
activities that are implemented with the Forest Plan, but unlike Standards, 
deviations may occur as long as the intent of the guideline is met. (FSH 
1909.12 Ch 20, pg 40)
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6. Forest Plan Component Definitions 
(cont.) 

Suitability of Lands
Identifies specific lands suitable, for certain uses and activities. Plans must include
lands suitable for timber production. Identifying suitability of lands helps 
determine if future projects and activities are consistent with desired conditions. 
(FSH 1909.12 Ch 20, pgs 41 - 42). 

Monitoring Plan
A forest land management plan must contain a monitoring program (36 CFR 
219.12).  Monitoring programs identify and measure indicators that help the 
Forest track progress towards desired conditions in the Forest Plan.  

Examples of Ecological Indicators 

Resource Area Indicators

Soil Soil integrity; erosion/sedimentation; 
vegetation suitability

Water Water quality and quantity, watershed 
function, recharge and discharge points; 
aquifer water quality; bank stability; 
sedimentation 
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7. Developing Plan Components
Using the following workbook pages, help the Forest begin to draft plan 
components for Areas of Tribal Importance and the resources that matter 
most to you. 

• Draw– using the maps, help to identify culturally and naturally significant 
Areas of Tribal Importance on the Forest.  This can be general, and at the 
landscape scale.

• Write– use the blank pages and examples provided to describe your 
vision for protecting and managing the resources of the Manti-La Sal 
National Forest, including Areas of Tribal Importance

• Share – help us tell the story of the Manti-La Sal National Forest by 
sharing your knowledge, and vision for the future.

Submit your written ideas to the Forest, or meet with staff to discuss your 
ideas  in greater detail, by using the contact information on page 7. 
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Plan Component Examples

A simpler way to understand the plan components of desired conditions 
and objectives is to think about the resource in terms of “what do we 
want to see” and “how will we get there?” 

Some examples of desired conditions and objectives from other draft 
Forest plans:

What would you like to see?
Social, cultural, and economic resources provide a setting for educating tribal youth 
in culture, history, and land stewardship, and for exchanging information between 

tribal elders and youth.

Together, how do we make that happen?
Identify opportunities where locations and restoration projects on the Forest can 
provide a setting for the education of youth in culture, history, land stewardship, 

and the health benefits of outdoor activities.
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Plan Component Examples (continued)

What would you like to see?
Forest resources important for cultural and traditional needs, as well as for 

subsistence practices and economic support of tribal communities, are available for 
both current and long-term use.

Together, how do we make that happen?
Plant, mineral, water, wood, and other resources important to Tribes are identified 
and long-term management strategies are developed that maintain healthy plant 

communities.  Maintaining tribal access to these and other resources are 
considered during the design and implementation of all projects.

Firewood cutting programs for tribal use are developed and implemented.  



Proposed Management Area - Map
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Proposed Management Area
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Current Proposed Management Area: Area of Tribal Importance, 
Monticello Ranger District

The map on the previous page illustrates known density of cultural sites 
within the proposed management area.  The management area 
boundaries were defined using cultural site density and level 5 HUC 
watershed boundaries.  

Using the space below:

• What would you like to see for this area in the future?
• How can we work together to get there?
• Is the boundary adequate for managing the resources?



Moab Ranger District - Map
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Moab Ranger District
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Developing Plan Components
Engagement Questions

Using the space below:
• Where would you draw lines on maps that identify places of Tribal 

concern (areas, plant communities, springs, land forms, etc.)?
• What do you want these areas to look like now and into the future?
• What kinds of other activities would you prefer to see and not see 

happen in these areas?
• How can we turn your vision for these areas into active management 

direction in the Forest Plan?



Monticello Ranger District - Map
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Monticello Ranger District
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Developing Plan Components
Engagement Questions

Using the space below:
• Where would you draw lines on maps that identify places of Tribal 

concern (areas, plant communities, springs, land forms, etc.)?
• What do you want these areas to look like now and into the future?
• What kinds of other activities would you prefer to see and not see 

happen in these areas?
• How can we turn your vision for these areas into active management 

direction in the Forest Plan?



Price & Ferron Ranger Districts - Map
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Price & Ferron Ranger Districts
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Developing Plan Components
Engagement Questions

Using the space below:
• Where would you draw lines on maps that identify places of Tribal 

concern (areas, plant communities, springs, land forms, etc.)?
• What do you want these areas to look like now and into the future?
• What kinds of other activities would you prefer to see and not see 

happen in these areas?
• How can we turn your vision for these areas into active management 

direction in the Forest Plan?



Next Steps

• Visit the Forest Plan Revision website for more 
information 

• Contact the Forest Plan Revision Team and set 
up a meeting for consultation, staff work, or to 
host a public meeting or listening session in your 
community

• Review draft documents and provide feedback as 
they become available on our website

See Page 7 for website and contact information

Thank you for your interest in the 
Manti-La Sal National Forest and 

participation in the Plan Revision process!
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Forest Plan Revision Resources

2012 Planning Rule
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5428384.pdf

Forest Service Handbook
https://www.fs.fed.us/im/directives/

Guide for State, Tribes and Local Governments 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd554351.pdf

Wilderness Evaluation Process
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd517973.pdf

Wild and Scenic River Evaluation Process
https://www.rivers.gov/

Species of Conservation Concern Process
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r4/landmanagement/planning/?cid=fseprd561
131

Manti-La Sal National Forest – Plan Revision Website
https://www.fs.usda/gov/mail/mantilasal/landmanagement/planning
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https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5428384.pdf
https://www.fs.fed.us/im/directives/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd554351.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd517973.pdf
https://www.rivers.gov/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r4/landmanagement/planning/?cid=fseprd561131
https://www.fs.usda/gov/mail/mantilasal/landmanagement/planning
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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or 
administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, 
religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital 
status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal 
or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all 
bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., 
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay 
Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other 
than English. 
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, 
AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or 
write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To 
request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA 
by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: 
program.intake@usda.gov. 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
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