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Eastside Gorge Trails  Reopen with Restrictions 

Removal of fire-related hazards 
adjacent to the Eagle Creek off-
ramp exit from I-84 were re-
cently completed, allowing the 
Group Overlook Campground 
to reopen Thursday, May 24th. 

The day-use 
area and Eagle 
Creek Camp-
ground remain 
closed. 

Estimates for  

reopening trails 
 
Trail to Benson Bridge at 

Multnomah Falls— end of 

June 2018 

The rest of Larch Moun-

tain Trail and other  trails 

west of Multnomah Falls 

— end of 2018 

Trails between  

Multnomah Falls and  

Cascade Locks — no  

estimate at this time 
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On June 15, Benson State      
Recreation Area and several 
trails east of Cascade Locks, 
including the Pacific Crest 
Trail, reopened to the public for 
the first time since the Eagle 
Creek Fire. Due to public safety 
concerns, there is an “off-trail”   
closure in place which limits 
hikers to remain within 25 feet 
of the center line of the newly 

reopen trails. Parts of these trails may have 
burned and downed trees as well as loose rocks 
and boulders. Hikers should watch for overhead 
and underfoot hazards such as fire-weakened 
trees, rockslides, landslides, stumpholes, and 
washouts.  

Most of Wyeth Trail #411, although it is east of 
Cascade Locks, remains closed indefinitely due 
to heavy damage from Eagle Creek Fire. All Na-
tional Forest System Trails between Angels Rest 
and the Pacific Crest Trail remain closed due to 

(See Trails on page 2) 

Many National Forest 

System trails within the 

Gorge  remain closed. 

Please check our web-

site for other hiking 

opportunities. 

 

Parts of Mt. Defiance Trail covered by post-fire debris 

Exit Ramp Mitigations Completed, Eagle Creek 

Overlook Campground Reopens 

Look for new signs warning of 
burned area hazards 

ODOT removed hazard trees 
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heavy damage 
sustained from the 
fire.  

Many natural 
risks on hiking 
trails are greater 

in a burned area, 
so we recommend 
that visitors avoid 
traveling in 

burned areas 
when winds ex-
ceed 30 miles per 

hour or after 
heavy rains.  

Always tell some-
one where you are 

going and when 
you’ll be back. 
Pack food, water, 

clothing, a light 
source, and sup-
plies to  spend the 

night in the event 
of an emergency. 

Trails 
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Visit the Eagle Creek Response webpage 

at bit.ly/eaglecreekfireresponse and 

click “How To Help” to find resources for 

volunteering with trail crews and more! 

Volunteers weed out invasive plants 

Preventing invasive species in the Columbia River Gorge 
helps protect native plants and natural resources, particularly 
in the vulnerable post-Eagle Creek Fire landscape. Invasive 
species can often grow faster than native species in areas 
with bare soil, creating competition for light and making it 
harder for native plants to recover naturally.  

Thanks to a new partnership, the Forest Service and Friends 
of the Gorge are hosting work parties to train volunteers to 
identify and eradicate invasive species.  

As trails in the burned area reopen, the focus will be on early 
detection and rapid response of invasive plants at sensitive 
sites like trailheads. Recently, volunteers filled 35 large trash 
bags with invasive English ivy at Multnomah Falls.  

How to Help Safety in Burned Areas 
 

Scan for  overhead hazards. 

Listen for  falling trees, limbs & rocks. 

Watch out for  stump holes and higher  
than usual stream flows. 

Stay on established trails.  

Leave when windy. Avoid being out 
when wind exceeds 30 mph.  
Stay out of closed areas.  

View from Mt. Defiance Trail 

Friends of the Gorge with their impressive haul of 

English Ivy near Multnomah Falls Lodge 

Pacific Crest Trail Association celebrates repair-

ing a rock wall to stabilize a fire-damaged trail 
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