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Pollinator Week June 18-24, 2018 

Messaging 
 

 
Pollinator Week is a time to celebrate the contributions pollinators make to our nation. It 
began in 2010 and has been supported by official proclamations from the U.S. Departments 
of Interior and Agriculture as well as governors from many states. This observance is only a 
week, but the celebration of pollinators goes on throughout the growing season between 
spring and fall.   
 
Sharing that the governor of your state and your Department may be helpful in lending 
support to the Pollinator Week mission.  
 

What is Pollination?  
 
Pollination allows for plants to reproduce. Much like the animal kingdom, plants have male 
and female parts and need to transfer genes from one to the other to create seeds for the 
next generation of plants. The only way this can happen is when pollen grains from the 
anther (male) of the flower are transferred to a stigma (female).  
 
Some plants are able to self-pollinate—meaning that they don’t need any help from an 
animal pollinator to reproduce. Others can be pollinated by wind that carries pollen grains 
from flower to flower. About 80 percent of all flowering plants, and three-quarters of the 
staple crops that are grown for human consumption rely on animal pollinators.   
 
There are a number of animal pollinators. The most recognizable pollinators are probably 
bees, but everything from ants and beetles to bats and birds can help pollinate. 
 
More information on Pollinators:  
 

 All about bees: https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/animals/bees.shtml  
 Gardening for pollinators: 

https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/gardening.shtml  
 Pollinators and wildflowers: https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/  

 

Pollinator Week hashtags in order of preference: 
 

#Pollinators 
#PollinatorWeek 
#Bees 
#HoneyBees  

http://pollinator.org/assets/globals/DOI-Pollinator-Week-2018.pdf
http://pollinator.org/assets/globals/DOI-Pollinator-Week-2018.pdf
http://pollinator.org/assets/generalFiles/USDA-Pollinator-Week-2018.pdf
http://pollinator.org/pollinator-week/proclamations-2018
http://pollinator.org/pollinator-week
https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/animals/bees.shtml
https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/gardening.shtml
https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/
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Key Messages: 
 

 1 out of 3 bites of food we eat are thanks to animal pollinators.  
 

 National forests and grasslands provide valuable migration habitat for the pollinators 
that allow everything from wildflowers to agricultural crops to thrive.  

 
 The USDA supports programs that help find homes for pollinators. 

 
 Honeybees are the most prolific animal pollinator—but pollinators range from insects 

like butterflies, wasps and ants, to mammals like bats, and even birds.  
 
 Pollinator populations, especially honeybees, have seen sharp declines in recent 

decades—there were about 6 million honeybee hives in the U.S. in 1940; that has 
declined to about 2.5 million today. Now more than ever, pollinators need habitat to 
keep our ecosystems and agricultural economy strong.  

 
 Pollinators play a key role in feeding American families and supporting the American 

economy. Pollinators contribute $15 billion annually to farm income in the U.S.  
 
 Crops like almonds, apples, blueberries, melons, squash, even oranges and avocados are 

heavily reliant upon pollinators to reproduce and thrive.  
 
 The U.S. Forest Service is a key agency in restoring degraded lands for pollinators and 

other wildlife. This is done through the planting of native wildflowers that help connect 
birds, bees and other pollinating insects across the American landscape.  

 
 

 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/economic-and-policy-analysis/natural-resources-analysis/pollinators/index

