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Introduction 

The Three Forks of the Flathead River were designated a Wild and Scenic River (WSR) in 1976 and are a component of 

the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. A total of 219 miles of the Flathead River are included in the designation. 

The free-flowing conditions and water quality of designated wild and scenic rivers are to be protected and enhanced.  

Wildlife on the three forks of the Flathead is considered one of its Outstandingly Remarkable Values (ORVs). Therefore, 

review of baseline wildlife conditions, potential threats to wildlife, and future management and monitoring objectives 

will be integral to the ongoing Comprehensive River Management Plan (CRMP) process. 

High Quality Wildlife Habitat 

The Three Forks of the Flathead River occur within one of the largest intact ecosystems in the lower 48 states where 

natural processes such as fire, flooding, plant succession, wildlife migration, and predator-prey dynamics shape the 

landscape and its wildlife.  A full complement of native plant and wildlife species is present in the river corridor, which is 

a significant value at both a regional and national scale. 

Management and Regulatory Framework 

The Forest has one designated wild and scenic river, the Flathead River. Its three forks—the South Fork, Middle Fork, 

and North Fork—Wild and Scenic river corridors extend 0.25 miles (roughly 1,300 feet) on each side of 

the river. 

Public Law 94-486 established the Three Forks of the Flathead as a Wild and Scenic River in 1976 and states 

that it would be, “administered by agencies of the Departments of the Interior (NPS) and Agriculture (USFS) 

as agreed upon by the Secretaries of such Departments or as directed by the President.” 

 

Glacier National Park addresses the WSR management in its General Management Plan 

https://parkplanning.nps.gov/document.cfm?parkID=61&projectID=39894&documentID=44643 and the Flathead 

National Forest will incorporate the CRMP as an amendment to its recently revised Forest Plan 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/flathead/landmanagement/planning/?cid=stelprdb5422786&width=full  

The current River Management Plan (1980) https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd578470.pdf has 

limited monitoring requirements related to wildlife. The new CRMP will include a monitoring plan for each ORV, 

including wildlife. 

Definition of Wild and Scenic Rivers Baseline Wildlife 

An understanding of baseline wildlife on WSRs enables faster identification of emerging concerns and evaluation of 

management objectives. Baseline wildlife for Wild and Scenic Rivers, is defined by the Interagency Wild & Scenic Rivers 

Coordinating Council (2003), as that which occurred at the time of designation. 

Thus, baseline wildlife for the Flathead WSR CRMP primarily consists of that reported in the Flathead River Wild and 

Scenic River Study Report (1975) and the River Management Plan (1980). Some other sources of baseline wildlife data 

and data since 1976 can be found on the websites at the end of this sheet. 

The amount of data and dates of baseline information and monitoring programs vary by species. Much of the baseline 

information comes from long term monitoring of species that were legally hunted and/or trapped in 1976 (e.g.  grizzly 

bear, lynx, wolverine, deer, elk, moose, goats).  Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks (FWP) monitored populations and set 

seasons.  Peregrine falcons and bald eagles were monitored by FWP, USFS, USNPS, and other agencies.  Other birds and 

https://parkplanning.nps.gov/document.cfm?parkID=61&projectID=39894&documentID=44643
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bats and their habitats have been monitored by the FS, GNP, FWP, MT Natural Heritage Program, and citizen science 

programs.  There is very little information on harlequin ducks before the late 1980’s. 

Post WSR Designation Wildlife Monitoring Data 

Wildlife in the Flathead Basin has been extensively monitored since WSR Designation.  Status of several of the species 

groups of interest is summarized below. 

 Grizzly bear: Population increase since baseline. 

 Big game: Not much change in populations since baseline. 

 Gray wolf, peregrine falcon, and bald eagle: Populations recovered to the point of removal from endangered 

species list. Still sensitive on Flathead National Forest. 

 Harlequin duck: Slight population decline since this species was first monitored on the FNF in the late 1980s. 

Selected sources of additional monitoring data collected from one or more WSR segments of the Flathead include: 

Natural Heritage Map Viewer. Montana Natural Heritage Program.  http://mtnhp.org/MapViewer/ 

Montana Field Guides (collaborative effort between the Montana Natural Heritage Program and Montana Fish, Wildlife 

and Parks, providing information on the identification, distribution, status, and ecology of Montana's animals, plants, 

lichens, and biological communities).  http://fieldguide.mt.gov/default.aspx 

Montana Animal Species of Concern Reports, Montana Natural Heritage Program.  

http://mtnhp.org/SpeciesOfConcern/?AorP=a 

Montana Peregrine Institute, http://www.montanaperegrine.org/, Including annual monitoring reports. 

Montana Wolf Program (annual reports, maps, population and distribution info, etc.). 

http://fwp.mt.gov/fishAndWildlife/management/wolf/ 

Interagency Grizzly Bear Study Team https://www.usgs.gov/science/interagency-grizzly-bear-study-team 

FWP Bird monitoring efforts:  http://fwp.mt.gov/fishAndWildlife/management/birds/monitoring.html 

Rocky Mountain Avian Data Center, Integrated Monitoring in Bird Conservation Regions (IMBCR), 

http://rmbo.org/v3/avian/Projects/IntegratedMonitoringinBirdConservationRegions.aspx 

Conservation and Management Plans for several Montana Species (including grizzly bear, bald eagle, wolf, mountain 

goat) http://fwp.mt.gov/fishAndWildlife/management/ 

Threatened or endangered species (T&E) 
https://www.fws.gov/montanafieldoffice/Endangered_Species/Listed_Species/Forests/Flathead_sp_list.pdfTerrestrial  

 

Species richness, species diversity, connectivity, 
http://fwp.mt.gov/fishAndWildlife/conservationInAction/crucialAreas.html 

 

Species of public interest for hunting, trapping, observing, subsistence 

http://fwp.mt.gov/hunting/trapping/default.html 

http://fwp.mt.gov/hunting/ 

http://fwp.mt.gov/fishAndWildlife/nongameWildlife/wildlifeViewing.html 
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