
George Hemingway 

06/30/02 01 :56 PM 

To: Marsha Kearney/R8/USDAFS@FSNOTES, Kathleen 
Atkinson/R8/USDAFS@FSNOTES, Robert 
Pierson/R8/USDAFS@FSNOTES 

cc: 
Subject: letters to members of Congress 

Here are copies of letters sent out by FOE that I mentioned in my message to you yesterday. 

George Hemingway 
National Forests in Florida 
Ph. (850) 523-8564 
Fax: (850)523-8505 
email: ghemingway@fs.fed.us 

-- Forwarded by George Hemingway/R8/USDAFS on 06/30/02 01 :54 PM -----

To: George Hemingway <ghemingway@fs.fed.us> 
cc: • 

Nick Williams 
<nick@fladefenders.o 
rg> Subject: letters to members of Congress 

06/28/02 04:36 PM 

George -

Attached are copies of the general letter sent to members of Florida"s 
Congressional delegation, the letter to Putnam, and the letter to Graham. 
(Let me know if there is.a problem with the attachments.) 

These letters were a little long-winded - partly a product of the need to 
give at least some of these members of Congress the basic background of 
this issue. 

Kristina and I discussed some ways in which we can communicate with Corrine 
Brown after I got off the phone with you. I'll let you know. 

Have a good weekend, Nick 

Nick Williams 
Interim Executive Director 
4424 NW 13th Street, Suite C-8 
Gainesville, FL 32609 
352-378-8465 
nick@fladefenders.org 
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June 19,2002 
The Honorable Bob Graham 
United States Senator 
524 Hart Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Re: Restoration of the Ocklawaha River; Rejection ofrequest of Senators King 
and Smith and Representative Pickens. 

Dear Senator Graham: 

On behalf of the members of the Board of Trustees of the Florida Defenders of the 
Environment and its many supporters throughout the state and the nation, I write to 
request you to continue your long standing consistent support for restoring the 
free-flowing Ocklawaha River, including most importantly the breaching of the 
Rodman Dam. From the time you were a member of the Florida Senate you have 
been a staunch supporter ofFDE in its advocacy ofrestoring the river as an 
important environmental goal for the state and the nation. Your support was 
steadfast during your terms as Florida Governor and has continued during your 
service in the United States Senate. You have consistently personally encouraged 
the Ocklawaha restoration efforts especially in your affirmative responses to calls 
for your help made by FDE founder Marjorie Harris Carr. You also know as well 
as I that Marjorie was always your faithful supporter and considered you to be a 
steadfast ally of her cause. I write to call you once more "into the breach" to 
support this cause. 

The merits of restoring the river are so plain and well known to you that I need not 
repeat them here. It is important, however, to reflect on the fact that all major 
environmental organizations in the state and the nation have advocated restoration 
and editorial writers from all over the state have consistently endorsed that result. 
No one doubts that restoration of the Florida Everglades is a environmental project 
of immense national importance. Restoration of the Ocklawaha River is the lesser 
known north Florida sibling to the Everglades restoration effort. Those people 
who know about the Florida environment treat both as major environmental issues 
of state-wide and national importance. As you know, every Florida governor has 
supported restoration and the Florida cabinet has consistently endorsed it. 

At present, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection is in the process 
of implementing a restoration plan, which requires obtaining certain pennits and 
obtaining the funding to remove Rodman Dam, thus restoring the free flowing 
river. You also know that the United States Forest Service has recently issued a 
renewed permit to the State of Florida to continue to occupy Forest Service lands 
with portions of the Rodman Dam, but only while preparing to remove the damand 



restore the river. Regrettably, so far, a very few Florida politicians have been able to 
thwart the restoration effort by blocking proposals to appropriate needed funds to take 
down the dam. In the meantime, the annual costs of maintaining the dam and locks, 
operating the lock apparatus, and attempting - with marginal success - to avoid the 
destruction of manatees and other species that attempt to use the river continue and will 
increase ad infinitum. Despite the broad state-wide and national support for restoration, 
these blockage attempts have obtained successes by wrongly depicting restoration as a 
local matter as opposed to one of state-wide and national importance. 
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In a letter to you dated May 13, 2002, Florida Senators Jim King and Rod Smith and 
Florida Representative Joe Pickens have again attempted to play this "local issue" card in 
their invitation to the Federal government to deed the State of Florida its property 
interests in certain lands upon which Rodman Dam sits. This is, of course, but another 
open invitation to stymie the restoration effort, at least for as long as these state 
legislators possesses their seats of power in the Florida legislature. Their purpose is not 
to see to the completion of the restoration job as a matter of state and national interests, 
but to thwart it in the name of "home rule." Worse, the May I 3 letter provides no sound 
national or state policy basis to support its authors' opposition to restoration. In the best 
light, the opposition rests on the oft-discredited claim that retaining Rodman Reservoir is 
important to the local economy; at worst, it expresses the narrowly focused desire of a 
few fisherman to retain what they consider to be a private fishing hole regardless of the 
monetary and environmental costs to the state and nation. 

Much better than today's Florida state legislators, you know that the question of restoring 
the free-flowing Ocklawaha River is a national - indeed a federal- issue, and not a local 
matter. Building the ill-devised cross-state barge canal was a federal project in its 
inception. Furthermore, halting and deauthorizing the canal was accomplished by virtue 
of applying federal laws, notably the National Environmental Policy Act and numerous 
federal substantive environmental statutes. The actual stop order was issued by a 
president of the United States, not a Florida official, and the deauthorization was 
accomplished by an act of Congress, not the Florida legislature. The purpose and context 
of all this federal activity plainly bespeak a federal intention to restore the Ocklawaha 
River. In short, this matter is of the utmost importance to the environment in Florida and 
elsewhere, particularly to the idea that important state and federal environmental goals 
can be completed despite temporal impediments set up by narrow and short-sighted local 
interests. 

Thus, the fate of the Ocklawaha River has been a national matter from the beginning and 
will remain a national matter until the free-flowing river is fully recovered. Speaking on 
behalf of those I have referred to herein, I respectfully and urgently request you to do the 
following to help complete the job of restoring the river: 

First, publicly refuse to support the current attempts to foil the restoration effort by 
declining to accept the course proposed by Senators King and Smith and Representative 
Pickens and the similar course proposed by U.S. Representative Cliff Stearns. 
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Second, do all that you can to support the U.S. Forest Service, Florida Governor Bush, 
and the Florida Department of Environmental Protection in their announced intentions to 
see to the restoration of the river. The most effective way to do this would be to support 
a federal appropriation to fund the removal of Rodman Dam. A one-time expenditure for 
this purpose would quickly produce net savings many times over by eliminating the need 
for constant maintenance and operation of the dam and locks for expenditure to attempt 
to protect manatees and other species. 

Third, that you meet personally with me, PDE President Richard Hamann, and a 
few other PDE trustees and advisors to discuss federal involvement in the restoration 
effort. I am aware that you are presently fully occupied, particularly with matters of 
national security. Hence, I request that you make an hour or two of your time available 
to us in Florida during Congress's August recess. We will come to the place you 
designate as most convenient for you, but would, of course, be pleased to have you as our 
guest in Gainesville. 

In the meantime, if you would like to have additional information about the issues now, 
please direct a staff member to contact me. 

Yours sincerely, 

Joseph W. Little 
Vice President 
Florida Defenders of the Environment 



(Final version sent was slightly different.) 

June 19, 2002 
The Honorable Adam Putnam 
506 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
FAX: 202-226-0585 

Dear Congressman Putnam: 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of Florida Defenders of the Environment and the 47 
local, state and national organizations belonging to the Alliance to Restore the 
Ocklawaha River, I am writing to ask that you support the U.S. Forest Service, Gov. Jeb 
Bush and the Florida Department of Environmental Protection in their announced 
decisions to breach Rodman Dam and restore the Ocklawaha. Supporting a federal 
appropriation to fund the removal of Rodman Dam would be the most effective way to do 
this. 

I want to specifically ask you, as a member of the Department Operations, Oversight, 
Nutrition and Forestry Subcommittee, to oppose H.R. 3888. As a matter of public policy, 
this proposal by Congressman Cliff Stearns to transfer a square mile of Ocala National 
Forest that is flooded by Rodman to the state would create a very harmful precedent for 
national park lands. It is very rare for legislation to be introduced that would convey 
Forest Service land to any entity for no consideration. If this kind ofland transfer could 
occur involving Ocala National Forest, it could happen to other important federal 
conservation lands. The damaging precedent this bill would set transcends the issues 
involved with Rodman Dam. 

Congressman Stearns is very much mistaken to consider this issue a local or purely 
statewide matter. Likewise, his move to prevent the Forest Service from spending money 
on restoration is an unjustified effort to interfere with that agency's duty to comply with 
federal regulations concerning the management of federal lands. 

Restoration will involve breaching enough of the dam to allow for a free-flowing river. 
The state currently spends up to $500,000 each year to maintain the dam. Restoration will 
cost an estimated $13.9 million and a one-time expenditure for this project will quickly 
produce net savings many times over by eliminating the need for constant maintenance 
and operation of the dam and locks, and the use of expensive herbicides for aquatic weed 
control. 

Restoration of the Ocklawaha will recover more than 7,000 acres of floodplain forest -
one of the most threatened ecosystems in Florida - and 20 springs submerged beneath 
Rodman Reservoir. It will prevent massive fish kills that occur periodically in the 
reservoir - such as the one in the fall of 2000 that killed close to 2 million fish. It will 
allow migratory fish and manatees back into their historic habitat in the upper Ocklawaha 
basin and Silver Springs. 



Rodman Dam was constructed as part of the Cross Florida Barge Canal in 1968. 
Construction was halted on the remainder of the project in 1971. Responsibility for 
removing the dam and restoring the river was transferred to the state of Florida when it 
received the former canal property in 1991. 

The federal government continues to have an important role to play in restoration because 
more than a third of the dam and about a square mile of the reservoir occupy Ocala 
National Forest. The Forest Service has determined that this use of ONF is in violation of 
management practices for national park land. 

The Forest Service's environmental impact statement and record of decision announced 
in January requires the state to begin the process of restoration this year. 
At present, DEP is in the process of implementing the restoration plan, which requires 
obtaining certain required, permits and the funding to remove Rodman Dam. As part of 
the restoration process, the Forest Service recently issued a renewed permit to continue 
occupying Ocala National Forest, but only while preparing to breach the dam and restore 
the river. 

In July 2000, Gov. Bush began the sixth consecutive Florida governor that restoration 
offers the greatest environmental and economic benefits to the state. 
Regrettably, a relatively few state legislators have been able to prevent restoration efforts 
by blocking the necessary appropriations. Despite the very broad statewide and national 
support for restoration, opponents of restoration have been successful by incorrectly 
depicting restoration as a local matter. 

The potential effect on the local economy of restoration versus retention of the dam has 
been carefully- and repeatedly- studied and the impact has been found to be negligible. 
There is, in fact, little doubt that the potential for development of ecotourism will surpass 
the minimal economic benefits that currently exist as a result of the reservoir. 

Since 1995, more than $1.6 million have been spent by state and federal agencies on 
environmental and economic studies and they all support restoration. Rodman is an 
ecologically destructive dam that wastes hundreds of thousands of dollars each year, 
serves no useful purpose, and its "benefits" to the local economy are greatly exaggerated 
by dam supporters. 

Restoring the free-flowing Ocklawaha River is a national - indeed, a federal - issue and 
not a local matter. Building the cross state barge canal was a federal project from the 
beginning. Halting and deauthorizing the canal was accomplished by virtue of applying 
federal laws, notably the National Environmental Policy Act and numerous federal 
environmental statutes. The actual stop order was issued by the president of the United 
States, not a Florida official, and the deauthorization was accomplished by an act of 
Congress. The fate of the Ocklawaha River has been a national matter from the beginning 
and will remain an issue of national importance until the free-flowing river is fully 
recovered. 



I strongly urge you to do the following in support ofrestoration: 

First, oppose H.R. 3888 as a bad precedent for handling national park land. 

Second, support funding for the Forest Service to proceed with restoration. Funding this 
project will provide the best balance of benefits to the economy, environment and 
recreation for the people of Florida. 

It is important to consider that all major environmental organizations in the state and the 
nation have advocated restoration and major Florida newspapers have overwhelmingly 
supported restoration in their editorial pages. No one doubts that restoration of the Florida 
Everglades is an environmental project of immense national importance. Restoration of 
the Ocklawaha River is the lesser-known north Florida sibling to the Everglades 
restoration effort. Those who know about Florida's environment view both as major 
environmental issues of statewide and national importance. 

I would be very interested in discussing this issue with you or a member of your staff. 
Please give me a call if you have any questions or desire any additional information. 

Sincerely yours, 

Joe Little 
Vice President 



George Hemingway 

07/01/02 10:19 AM 

To: Marsha Keamey/R8/USDAFS@FSNOTES, Kathleen 
Atkinson/R8/USDAFS@FSNOTES, Robert 
Pierson/R8/USDAFS@FSNOTES 

cc: Dave Sherman/WO/USDAFS@FSNOTES, Benjamin 
Bibb/WO/USDAFS@FSNOTES, George 
Hemingway/R8/USDAFS@FSNOTES 

Subject: 6-10-2002 

6/10/2002 

Rodman Reservoir battle rages 
by Virginia Wissel 
Palatka Daily News 

PALATKA -- Ed Taylor, president of Save Rodman Reservoir Inc., is 
ready to go to court to keep the reservoir. 
The U.S. Forest Service is just as committed to restoring the 
Ocklawaha River. 
The latest round in the continuing battle to save or remove the 
reservoir was Taylor's discovery that a letter had been sent May 30 
from Marsha Kearney, forest supervisor, to David B. Struhs, 
Secretary of the Florida Department of Environmental Protection. 
The letter enclosed three copies of a special use permit from the 
forest service. The permit authorizes the DEP to use 947 acres of 
the Ocala National Forest while the state completes restoration of 
the river. 
Taylor wasn't notified. 
"It was strange because usually any correspondence about Rodman 
comes to me," Taylor said. 
Kearney asked Struhs to sign and return two copies of the permit for 
her signature no later than July 30. The authorization was in 
response to Struhs' application for a permit dated July 14, 2000. 
Taylor said he obtained a copy of the correspondence after 
requesting it from George Hemingway, forest service representative 
from Atlanta who is working on the case. 
"I don't believe the DEP can sign this permit," Taylor said. Taylor 
does not believe the DEP has the money for the restoration. 
Officials of the U.S. Forest Service and the DEP were not available 
for comment Friday. 
The permit calls for the man-made reservoir to be drained in three 
phases, ending in the summer of 2005. The river would be restored 
by June 30, 2006. 
Local delegates have been engaged in the ongoing controversy for 



several years. 
State Senate Majority Leader Jim King, R-Orange Park, Sen. Rod 
Smith, D-Gainesville, and Rep. Joe Pickens, A-Palatka, sent a letter 
May 13 to U.S. Sen. Bob Graham and other senators asking to have 
the federal government transfer to the state the 600-acre parcel of 
U.S. Forest Service lands submerged under the Rodman Reservoir. 
Speaking on behalf of those in Putnam County who want Rodman to 
remain, the three legislators agreed obtaining the land "would 
certainly avoid protracted and expensive litigation." 
Taylor said, "there is a possibility we may have to go to court. 
"We do not want to, but we are ready." 
King, Smith and Pickens said it was their opinion "that the Forest 
Service has no authority to affect the ultimate outcome of this issue." 
They want the state and not the federal government to settle the 
Rodman issue. 
Taylor said if the DEP can't do the restoration, he thinks the forest 
service will and "bill the state of Florida taxpayers." 
In the meantime, at Kenwood Landing by the reservoir, the Office of 
Greenways and Trails is expanding the parking lot, widening the 
entrance road and adding lime rock. 
Gov. Jeb Bush has said that restoring the Ocklawaha River to its 
natural condition is a priority. Rodman floods 16 miles of the 
Ocklawaha River, including 9,000 acres of floodplain forest. 
Restoration involves tearing down 2,000 feet of the Kirkpatrick Dam 
at the reservoir to allow the river to flow freely. 
The Florida Defenders of the Environment, which favors restoration 
of the river, said in a January news release that restoration will cost 
about $13.9 million. The environmental group said "the project will 
pay for itself in about 30 years." 
Kearney said in a previous statement she believed "the opportunities 
for ecotourism development can equal or surpass the current 
economic benefits of the dam and reservoir." 
The Florida Wildlife Federation also supports the Forest Service's 
decision. 
Rodman supporters emphasize the economic and recreational 
benefits An article I found this morning from the Palatka newspaper 
that is 3 weeks old. 

to the surrounding counties made available by retaining the reservoir 
known for its bass fishing and boating. 
The Northeast Florida Regional Planning Council supports retaining 
the reservoir and the river. 



In a resolution passed in February, the council said "the economic 
impact of Putnam County's nature-based tourism program was 
ranked as the best in rural Florida in 1999, a major component was 
generated by the Rodman Reservoir as a major tourism attraction for 
visitors to the county." 
Taylor has obtained the support of U.S. Rep. Cliff Stearns, R-Ocala, 
in the fight to have the federal government deed the land to the 
state. 
Stearns said the state of Florida should make the final decision over 
the fate of the dam and restoring the river "because the state owns 
most of the land and resources involved." 

George Hemingway 
National Forests in Florida 
Ph. (850) 523-8564 
Fax: (850)523-8505 
email: ghemingway@fs.fed.us 


