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March 4, 2003 

Dear Senator Graham: 

Phone: 352/378-8465 
Fax: 352/377-0869 

FDE@fladefenders.org 

Your environmental leadership and political talent in promoting restoration projects and scenic beauty is 
a valued legacy. We now need you to advocate a comprehensive approach to enhancing watershed 
protection. To do this, the tributary that supplies one fifth to one third of the flow of the St. Johns River 
needs to be revived. As you know, saving the St. Johns will be more effective if the Ocklawaha River is 
rejuvenated. That means to lower the reservoir level allowing twenty springs to flow and diverse 
hardwood forests to mature. By giving floodplain woods and expansive marshes growing opportunities 
along the stream banks, your support could help revive what was once the best fishing river in Florida. 

After thirty years of delay, we are on the verge of correcting an historic mistake. Under the skillful 
leadership of the U. S. Forest Service, its time to repair the Cross Florida Barge Canal's damage. The 
canal was a terrible mistake. Fortunately, the damage can be fixed at an eventual savings to taxpayers. In 
keeping with federal law and agency management criteria, the hydrological destruction may be repaired. 
This means that the biological diversity and ecological integrity of the Ocklawaha River may be revived 
and the shorelines act as a magnet for fishers, campers, boaters and wildlife viewers for decades to come. 

We ask you to: 
• Support the Forest Service plan to rejuvenate what Richard Nixon called a "natural treasure." 
• Resist the call by detractors to have Congress cede federal forest land to the state in our oldest 
National Forest, Ocala, part of which was established by Theodore Roosevelt. 
• Help promote the positive economic benefits of the Forest Service and state agency plans that 
have been approved as a project in the Coastal America partnership. 
• Act as a champion of this project and leverage existing federal money to add value to state and 
regional projects that improve the water quality of both rivers. 

You are key to bringing all agencies to work out reasonable and lasting commitments to reestablish the 
stream bed of the Ocklawaha River. Such a partnership's goals are to improve the economy of Putnam 
and Marion Counties, diminish pollution in the lower St. Johns basin and save a scenic recreational area 
with natural amenities and visitor facilities within two hours drive of Jacksonville, Orlando or Tampa. 

To move restoration forward, please call or write federal agencies asking them to act effectively. 

I) Since seven Governors have supported restoration, we need to lower the water height in the reservoir 
because it damages forests, wildlife, and fisheries on federal lands for which there is no legal permit. 

2) A management opportunity exists between the state and the federal government that could engage the 
Water Management District and other agencies in an effective partnership to promote restoration. The US 
Forest Service, subsequent to their EIS and management plan to restore the forest, can coordinate 
appropriate federal and state agencies to improve water quality, re-establish fisheries, and regain marine 
mammal and wetland habitats, lost by maintaining Rodman reservoir. Help agencies leverage funds to 
make Ocklawaha restoration a reality. 

No sensible person would recommend building a weed-choked sewage treatment pond, destroying 16 
miles of the river, its springs and forests while displacing the wildlife from 9,000 acres of rare flood 
plain forest. Based on ecological and economic rationale, it is only reasonable and just that the 
Ocklawaha be rehabilitated as part of the restoration of the larger St. Johns River watershed. 
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In the coming months, your clearly stated support, outlined by the above actions, is desired to champion 
crucial decisions. Since July 2002, the state has had no legal permit to occupy or flood federal property. 

Your influence now, as a serious Presidential contender, would enable constructive steps to proceed in 
restoring species and improving water quality throughout the basin. This, of course, was the. policy you 
promoted as a Florida legislator and Governor. Help us now make Marjorie Hanis Carr's dream a reality. 
I can think of no better person to advance this cause at this critical moment in our nation's history. 

It is of the utmost importance that you tell all agencies involved in restoration, that their different staff 
members should avoid even the appearance of divisiveness on favorably resolving this matter in favor of 

· a free flowing Ocklawaha river. I ask you to do this in defense of natural resource protection and in 
keeping with the spirit and intent of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act. In working jointly to 
enhance fisheries, recreation and tourism your support for appropriations or technical cooperation, in the 
end, will fully benefit all residents of Florida and the nation. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph Siry, Ph. D. 
Florida Defenders of the Environment 
Ocldawaha River Restoration Coordinator 
407.629.6564 


