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Ms. Marsha Kearney 
Forest Supervisor 
National Forests in Florida 
United States Forest Service 
Tallahassee, Florida 

June 20, 2003 

Dear Ms Kearney: 

I want to thank you for your protracted commitment and support 
of the US Forest Service (USFS) for reviving the pre barge canal 
hydrodynamic condition to the Ocklawaha River. Yours remains 
a central role in the eventual restoration of biological diversity, 
the renewal of twenty springs, reforestation, wildlife and fishery 
recovery, and a continuing growth of recreational opportunities. 

However, one year has elapsed since the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) declined to sign a USFS Special 
Use Permit (SUP) for Kirkpatrick Dam to occupy and flood Ocala 
National Forest land. My concerns as spokesperson for FOE 
and 50 other conservation groups are as follows: 

• 

• 

• 

There is no management agreement with the state 
to pursue restoration. 

There has been no productive response to state 
authorities with respect to the consequent damages 
of this trespass on federal land without a permit. 

There remains no effective means of implementing 
the very good work you have done in advancing the 
Ocklawaha River Restoration as part of the Coastal 
America Partnership. 

Please understand that over a dozen years has elapsed since 
the Federal government conveyed Barge Canal property to the 
State under the belief that the river would be restored, the dam 
breached and the basin drained. During that time not one inch of 
water has been removed and not a square foot of forest has 
been recovered. Such stasis means the loss of recreational 
values and the loss of very rare hardwood bottom land forest. 

In my frequent discussions with the Governor's office, the 
Attorney's General office and the DEP, I conclude the real 
opportunity to end this decade of stagnation lies with the USFS. 
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In my opinion, it would be appropriate under federal law, for the 
Service to insist that the state remove the unpermitted structures and 
eliminate flooding on federal property in the Ocala National Forest. 

• Based on informed, frequent and focused conversations 
with state authorities, I believe that it is essential for the 
Service to request a management agreement from the 
appropriate state agency to begin removing water and 
structures from the damaged portions of this forest. 

• In asserting federal supervision of the restoration of this 
river, the USFS would have EPA and stakeholder support 
for reforesting a square mile of rare habitat in the national 
forest that lies flooded under the reservoir. 

Unless the USFS acts to effectively further the Governor's desire to 
restore and protect the river, there will be no means of fully 
implementing the federal management plan for the northern portion 
of the Ocala National Forest. 

I welcome your suggestions on what we, at the Ocklawaha River 
Restoration Alliance, can do to turn your vision, the Coastal America 
Partnership's, and USFS' management plans into restoring a thriving 
forest with a river running freely through it. 

We stand willing to assist your efforts to the extent that reasonable, 
readily observable and persistent progress is made toward lowering 
waters now impeding forest growth and protection of biological 
diversity in this critical area of the lower Ocklawaha Valley. 

Sincerely, .0 a~r~· 
Joseph V. Siry, Ph. D, 
Ocklawaha River Restoration Coordinator 
Associate Professor 
Rollins College 


