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Susan Jeheber-Matthews, Forest Supervisor 
National Forests in Florida 
325 John Knox Road 
Suite F-100 
Tallahassee, FL 32303 
smatthews02@fs.fed.us 

August 28, 2009 

VIA E-MAIL 

Re: Ocklawaha River Restoration 

Dear Supervisor Jeheber-Matthews, 

A Non-profit Environmental Law Firm 

We are writing to express our appreciation for the attention you and your staff have 
been giving to the restoration of the: Ocklawaha River and the forested habitat of the Ocala 
National Forest that is currently tnundated by the Rodman pool. As you undoubtedly aware, 
Secretary Vilsack recently pre:;ented his vision for the future of America's forests. This "vision 
begins with restoration" and elevates restoration to a "driving principle in forest policy." 1 Chief 
Tidwell has since echoed these remarks, emphasizing restoration "to increase resiliency to 
ensure these systems are able to adapt to changes in climate," but also increasing the Forest 
Service's "focus on providing sustainable flows of abundant, clean water." 2 The restoration of 
the Ocklawaha River certainly exemplifies these new Forest Service priorities. 

We are also writing to encourage you to remain focused on Ocklawaha restoration. 
Efforts to restore the Ocklawaha and remove the Kirkpatrick dam have been going on for 
decades, seeing restoration advocates - both pri\fcite citizens and agency employees - come and 
go. Most recently, since the State of Florida refused to accept the Special Use Permit (SUP) for 
occupancy and use of National Po rest System lands on July 19, 2002, there have been periods of 
activity where efforts towards restoration would make some progress only to lose steam after a 
matter of months. Perhaps it is our optimism, but we believe that your dedication to the issue 
and leadership - as well as the Forest Service's new emphasis on restoration - can make this 

1 USDA Office of Communications, Transcript: Agriwlt'lre Secretary Vi/sack Presents National Forest for 
America's Forests (Release No. 0382.09, Aug. J4, 2009). 
2 Tom Tidwell, Chief, U.S. Forest Service, Remarks J-lighlighting Secretary Vi/sack's speech "Vision for the 
Forest Service", <http://www.fs.fed us/video/tidwell/transcript.html> (visited Aug. 26, 2009). 
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time different. Getting the State of Florida back under a valid SUP may be a first step in ensuring 
continued progress towards restoration. 

We do, however, have some words of caution and potential concern with how the 
current efforts are progressing. First and foremost, given Secretary's Vilsack's vision, now is the 
opportune time to really assert the Forest Service's position as the lead agency in the restoration 
of the Ocklawaha. While restoration ultimately cannot occur without the participation of several 
State and federal agencies, restoration will not proceed unless one of these agencies takes an 
actual leadership role. For a number of geographic, political and practical reasons, your agency 
is uniquely positioned to decidedly assert this position. 

As the agency that is, or should be, in charge of these restoration efforts - or even if 
your participation in restoration is more of a simple landowner, we have concerns about the 
Forest Service relying on the scientific data and recommendations of other agencies or even 
consultants who are hired by other agencies. It is not our intent to impugn the reputation of a 
specific agency or consultant. However, the various agencies involved in the restoration have 
different perspectives and agendas that do not necessarily have the restoration of the ecological 
integrity of the Ocklawaha River - and certainly not National Forest System lands - as their 
primary objective. In addition; many environmental consultants in Florida have earned the 
reputation of putting their clients' demands ahead of accurate science.3 

We appreciate the decision to rehire George Hemmingway to help the Forest Service 
facilitate the restoration efforts. Mr. Hemmingway brings a wealth of experience on this issue 
and insight into the processes involved that the Forest Service could not receive from anyone 
else. However, it is extremely important for the Forest Service to use Its own scientists with the 
technical expertise necessary to critically assess the various proposals involving specific 
restoration activities - whether these experts are "borrowed" from other units of the Forest 
,Service or hired as employees or independent contractors. At a minimum, you should at least 
utilize your own scientists to review the studies and recommendations others are proi:,osing to 
you before you make any decisions based on such information. Wild Law and its staff and 
scientists stand ready to assist with any technical review of proposed actions that the Forest 
Service contemplates. 

For example, we have been hearing rumors of the need for an extended drawdown 
period of more than a decade to accommodate the supposed increased nitrogen flow into the 
Lower St. Johns River. While we have serious questions regarding the scientific validity of the 
assumptions behind such a strategy, we a!so have concerns with compliance with the National 
. Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) if you were to authorize such a large deviation from the 
restoration framework analyzed in rhe 2001 Environmental Impact Statement for the Occupancy 
and Use of National Forest Lands and Ocklawaha River Restoration. 

We would like to discuss with you in greater detail and are requesting a meeting with 
you. We are available to meet with you in Tallahassee from November 10-13, 2009. Please let 
us know at your earliest convenience if any of those dates will work for you. If your decision 

3 Craig Pittman, Inaccuracies taint Florida environmental consultant's record, ST. PETERSBURG TIMES (Nov. 30, 
2008) available at <http://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/wildlife/article919436.ece>. 
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making process anticipates a requirement to meet earlier to discuss these items, we are willing 
to consider other dates suggested by you. 

Thank you again for you efforts. 
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Sincerely, 

Brett M. Paben, Senior Staff Attorney 
Wildlaw 
233 3rd Street North, Suite 203 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701 
727-388-3654 
brett@wildlaw.org 


