
 

Chief Thomas L. Tidwell 

U.S. Forest Service 

Mail Stop 1144 

1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 

Washington D.C. 20250 

 

Dear Chief Tidwell, 

 We wanted to follow up from our excellent meeting of May 16 on your 
progress in getting the process leading to restoration of the Ocklawaha 
River underway and to ask if we could be of help. We strongly support 
your commitment to provide leadership through USFS to pursue the 
restoration and your proposal to invite wide engagement in preparing 
and implementing the plan for restoration. We are of course very 
excited to be moving forward with this effort, but we have refrained 
from widely discussing this initiative to provide the opportunity to get 
this effort staffed and underway within USFS.  We see building broad 
public support to be a major part of our role in this, and we are anxious 
to move ahead in that effort.  

In the hope that these thoughts might be of value to you, here is a brief 
list of actions that we expect will be necessary: 

1. Make it clear that restoring the Ocklawaha is a national priority 
for the USFS, and facilitate an opportunity for all stakeholders to 
provide input to finalizing a restoration plan; 

2. Engage capable USFS leadership and hydrologic/ecologic/legal 
talent to assist in this effort; 



3. Continue discussions with FDEP regarding their responsibilities 
deriving from the use of USFS property and commitments that 
were made in earlier permits, identifying any current 
opportunities for collaboration; 

4. Develop a plan for restoring and managing USFS property and 
reconnecting the Ocklawaha River if the state continues to refuse 
to undertake their obligations; 

5. Make it an early priority to manage the level of the Rodman pool  
to provide for forest and littoral zone restoration and spring flow; 

6. Participate in consumptive use permitting activities at SJRWMD to 
pursue appropriate water levels;  

7. Develop a strategy for funding the restoration effort. 

A concern I know your Florida staff has raised is the need to permit any 
restoration effort developed. Undoubtedly, permits will be required. 
However, there has been progress since FDEP initially filed an 
application in 1997 to restore the River. The SJRWMD at that time 
raised significant concerns that allowing a free flowing Ocklawaha 
would exacerbate nutrient pollution in the Lower St. Johns River, and 
the permit application was tabled. However, the District has recently 
released a document that finds that the nutrient loadings have declined 
or were not as significant as once thought based on new scientific 
evidence. Scientists working with FDE are already discussing these 
issues with the SJRWMD staff. They are also revisiting the initial 
restoration plan developed by FDEP to develop some recommended 
modifications that reduce the complexity and cost of the effort and 
improve long term management and recreational usefulness for the 
public. We are also developing plans for reactivating the Ocklawaha 



Alliance, a broad group of organizations who have pledged to support 
restoration efforts.  

Thank you for your leadership. We are looking forward to working with 
you and your staff to finally accomplish restoration of the Ocklawaha 
River. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Carol M. Browner 

Governor Buddy MacKay 

 

 


