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Presentation Notes
During the Assessment Phase, we will be coordinating with ODNR in the collection of data and research literature, working to align with the State Forest Action Plan, the State Wildlife Action Plan, and the State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation/Trail Plans.
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Presentation Notes
We are in the early stages of the Forest Plan Revision Process. The Plan Assessment is the first step in the Forest Plan Revision Process. We are currently conducting an assessment of the existing economic, social, and ecological conditions and trends in and around the national forest. The type of information the Forest Service gathers at this stage of the process includes information on 15 different topic areas:Air, soil, and water resources and qualityFish, wildlife, and native plant presence and abundanceSocial, cultural, and economic conditionsBenefits and outputs people obtain from the national forestWilderness, wild and scenic rivers, and other specially designated areasSystem drivers (wildfire, climate change)Baseline assessment of carbon stocksRenewable and nonrenewable energy and mineral resourcesRoads and other facilities (Infrastructure – trails, dams, roads, facilities)Recreation (how people use the NF)Areas of tribal importanceCultural and historic resources and uses
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Presentation Notes
The Forest is asking the public to provide sources they would like us to consider during the Assessment Phase by August 30, 2018. After this point, specialists will begin to draft the Assessment Report. Of course, information received after this time will still be considered. If not included in the Assessment Report, which will inform the Need for Change, information can be used in the next stage – developing a draft forest plan.



• Team dynamic
– USFS
– ODNR Division of Forestry
– ODNR Division of Wildlife
– ODNR Division of Parks and Watercraft
– USFS State and Private
– USFS Research

• Timeline
– Draft Assessment/Draft Need for Change – 30 Sep
– Public Meetings – Oct
– Public comment period for draft assessment, Wilderness Evaluation, Wild and 

Scenic Rivers Evaluation & Species of Conservation Concern – Oct – Nov timeframe
– Finalize Assessment, Need for Change and potential alternatives for the public to 

start with – but open to other ideas. – Feb 19
• What the team has accomplished
• Where the team is going next
• Public Input – 30 Aug

Assessment
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
What’s new, what’s changed, what’s no longer relevantWhat’s next? Building the draft assessment, holding public meetings, getting public input



Public Participation Strategy
Process Phase Timing Purpose Desired Outcomes Tools

Fed Register Notice of 
Initiation of 
Assessment

April 19, 2018 • Meet regulations • Inform public about initiation of 
assessment

• Required: Notice of Initiation in 
Federal Register, newspapers of 
record, and online

Assessment Outreach Spring to Summer 
2018

• Education and information about Forest plan 
Revision and process.

• Gather local knowledge on current resource 
conditions and trends

• Identification of data/ information that FS 
needs to consider

• Explain the components of the Assessment

• Provide opportunity for public to provide 
input on specific elements of the assessment

• Inform the public about Forest 
Plan Revision process

• Inform the public about scope 
and scale of the assessment

• Consult with the public to gather 
data and information sources

• Fairs, festivals, community events

• Email distribution

• Web-posting

• Tribal consultation

• Workshops

• Webinars/conference calls

• Develop interactive FPR website

• See FPR Public Launch section

Draft Assessment 
Available

The intent is to allow 
the public to offer 
additional data/ 
information sources

Community Meetings 
Fall 2018 (October)

• Notify public of availability of draft 
assessment

• Solicit public input

• Inform public that assessment report 
available for public review, comment and 
new info throughout planning process

• Inform the public of the 
assessment availability

• Consult the public for 
input/suggestions

• Community meetings

• Send to mailing list

• Website, social media

• Media distribution

• Tribal consultation

• Government meetings

• Webinars
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• Welcome
• Overview
• Assessment Phase – 15 Topics, with descriptions

– Bibliography of sources already being considered
• Plan Development Phase
• NEPA Process
• Implementation & Monitoring Phase
• Map Gallery
• Revision Blog
• Get Involved

– Email & SMS signup
– Calendar of Events
– Area to upload documents & comment

• Library
– Literature cited (bibliography and pdfs of documents)
– Frequently Asked Questions
– Directives & Guides

• Partners

External Website
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• Do you like the set-up of monthly conference calls?

• How do we engage industry, other interest groups, and 
the general public during the plan revision process? 

• How might we work with people of different 
perspectives to find common ground? 

• How might local leaders, elected official, universities, 
etc. help us with engaging the public in this process?

Questions
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Wayne National Forest Plan Revision Update July 3, 2018
• Assessment phase of plan revision began April 19, 2018
• Planning area includes 17 counties in southeastern Ohio
• Assessment data is being gathered now - asking the public to provide information to 

WaynePlanRevision@fs.fed.us 
– Seeking public comment for assessment up until August 30
– Anything received after that may not be included in the assessment but will still be 

considered in plan development
• Expect to release draft assessment and need for change on September 30

– Public meetings in the fall to discuss draft assessment
– We will also discuss Species of Conservation Concern, Wild and Scenic Rivers and 

Wilderness during this time
• Finalize assessment February 19, release some initial draft alternatives to provide a 

starting point for discussion
• We are working with ODNR (DOF, DOW, Parks), USFS State and Private Forestry, 

and Northern Research Station
• Public Participation Strategy is available on the Wayne NF website
• A new interactive website will be available later in July (contract just awarded)
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