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What is the objection process? 

The objection filing period is not a formal comment period. The objection process provides individuals 
and groups that commented previously an opportunity to resolve concerns before final approval of a land 
management plan amendment or revision. 

If you have participated in a comment period and choose to file an objection, the USDA Forest Service 
will provide an opportunity for you to meet with the Reviewing Officer and attempt to resolve your 
concerns. Other people who have been active in the planning process and are interested in the revised 
forest plan, as well as the general public, may participate in the resolution meeting. 

In order to file an objection to the final environmental impact statement (EIS), revised land management 
plan, draft record of decision (ROD), or Species of Conservation Concern list, you must have previously 
submitted substantive comments during the planning process. Objections must be based on previously 
submitted comments unless there is an issue that arose after formal comment opportunities.  

The 60-day objection filing period begins when a public notice publishes in the Inyo Register. At this 
time, the Forest Service will release the final EIS, revised land management plan, and draft ROD on the 
Inyo National Forest website. A notice will also appear in the Federal Register. 

If you wish to file an objection, you must do so in writing. Send objections by regular mail, fax, e-mail, 
hand-delivery, or express delivery to the Objection Reviewing Officer: Deputy Regional Forester Barnie 
Gyant, USDA Forest Service Pacific Southwest Region, 1323 Club Drive, Vallejo, CA 94592. The fax 
number is 707-562-9049.  

Electronic objections must be submitted in a format such as an e-mail message, plain text (.txt), rich text 
format (.rtf), or Word (.doc) to objections-pacificsouthwest-regional-office@fs.fed.us with subject: Inyo 
National Forest Plan Revision Objection. A fillable form is available on the project website: 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/inyo/landmanagement/planning  

The objection must contain the following information:  

• The objector's name, address, and or email address.  
• Signature or other verification of authorship upon request (a scanned signature for electronic mail 

may be filed with the objection).  
• Identification of the lead objector when multiple names are listed on an objection. Verification of 

the identity of the lead objector if requested. 
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• The name of the plan revision being objected to, and the name and title of the Responsible 
Official (Tammy Randall-Parker, Forest Supervisor, Inyo National Forest).  

• A statement of the issues and/or the parts of plan revision to which the objection applies.  
• A concise statement explaining the objection and suggesting how the proposed plan decision may 

be improved. This information is important to set the agenda for resolution discussions. If 
applicable, identify how the plan revision is inconsistent with law, regulation, or policy. 

• A statement demonstrating the link between prior substantive formal comments submitted and the 
current objection, unless the objection concerns an issue that arose after the opportunities for 
formal comment. Objection procedure regulations require this linkage.  
 

Following the objection filing period, a 90-day objection review period will begin.  

Within ten days after the close of the objection filing period the Forest Service will publish a list of the 
objections received. This list will appear as a notice in the Inyo Register and on the project website. The 
notice will contain information on how to become an “interested person” or someone interested in 
participating in meetings to resolve objections. There is a 10-day period to make this request.  
One or more meetings will be held with the Objectors; the Reviewing Officer Barnie Gyant, Regional 
Forester Randy Moore; the Responsible Official, Tammy Randall-Parker; Interested Persons; and Forest 
staff during the objection reviewing period to discuss each objection. All parties will be notified of these 
meetings, and the public may attend.  
 
After the objection reviewing period, the Reviewing Officer will issue responses to objections.  

The written response(s) will explain reasons for the response to the objection and may contain 
instructions for the Responsible Official. The response will be the final decision on the objection.  

Once the Reviewing Officer issues the response to objections, and the Responsible Official has followed 
any instructions contained in the written response, the Responsible Official will release the final EIS and 
land management plan. These will become effective 30 days after publishing the notice of availability in 
the Federal Register. The Responsible Official will then sign and release the final ROD. 

What is a substantive formal comment? 

The objection filing period is not a public comment period. For the purposes of the objection filing 
period, a substantive comment refers to written comments previously submitted to, or oral comments 
recorded by, the Responsible Official or designee during an opportunity for public participation provided 
during the planning process (36 CFR 219.4 and 219.16), and attributed to the individual or entity 
providing them. Comments are considered substantive when they are within the scope of the proposal, are 
specific to the proposal, have a direct relationship to the proposal, and include supporting reasons for the 
Responsible Official to consider. 

For more detailed information on the objection process, please consult the Citizens Guide to National 
Forest Planning. 
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