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SALMON-CHALLIS NATIONAL FOREST FIRE UPDATE AUGUST 04, 2018 
 

The Central Idaho Dispatch Zone is at VERY HIGH Fire Danger. 

 
Rabbit Foot Fire Status:   
Start Date:  8/02/2018; Location: vicinity of Rabbit Foot Mine, southeast of Rabbit Foot Summit, 
north of Morgan Creek Summit;  Cause: Lightning; Size Approximate: 1600 acres; No containment; 73 
personnel.  Weather:  Cool, dry air and decreasing winds are expected for today. 

 
The Rabbit Foot fire is actively burning in mixed conifer forest comprised mainly of lodgepole pine and douglas 
fir with some higher elevation subalpine fir and whitebark pine.  The fire is spreading mainly to the east-
northeast from its point of origin.  Debris from burnt woody material and trees is falling and rolling onto the 
Panther Creek Road at this time.  The Forest Service is making every effort, and using all available resources, to 
put this fire out safely and as fast as possible.  The area surrounding the point of fire origin towards Camas 
Creek, Panther Creek, and the Main Salmon River contains private property as well as various structures 
associated with mining, ranching, and recreational activities.  Livestock grazing allotments also exist in the 
vicinity.  Today firefighters will re-establish an old dozer line as a fire break south of the fire near Morgan 
Summit, this will include attempting to back burn vegetation, in order to minimize the threat of fire spread to 
the south and west of the fire.   
 
As the Rabbit Foot fire moves northeast from its point of origin over the next couple of days, it’s expected to 
encompass both the Morgan fire (3 acres) and the Weasel fire (418 acres).  Weasel fire is still actively burning in 
front of the advancing Rabbit Foot fire.  Provided these fires merge, further separate updates for the Morgan 
and Weasel fires will cease.  Great Basin Type 2 Incident Management Team #3 is enroute to Challis and will be 
taking over management of all firefighting efforts.   An area closure is pending and will be in place as soon as 
possible. 
 

Horseshoe Fire Status:  
Start Date:  8/02/2018 at 2:30pm; Location: at the head of Horseshoe Creek;  Cause: Lightning; Size 
Approximate: 3 acres; Contained as of 8/4 at 07:00am; 25 personnel.  The fire was burning in heavy 
lodgepole, with excessive dead and down fuels making control status difficult.  It is expected to be controlled later 
this evening 8/4, and out on Sunday, 8/5.  There will be no further updates on this fire unless this status changes.   

 
Currently, there are 55 uncontained large fires in the west, which are filtering smoke into the valleys 
surrounding Salmon and Challis.  The Mesa Fire, near Council, Idaho and the Sharps Fire on, six miles east of 
Bellevue, Idaho, to our west as well as other fires in Idaho, California, Oregon, Nevada, as sometimes the fires in 
Canada are filtering smoke into the valleys.  You can find information about these fires on Inicweb at 
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https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/.  Further information on smoke can be found at http://airquality.deq.idaho.gov/, 
https://arcg.is/1zfeqH, and http://idsmoke.blogspot.com/.  
 
Nationally and in the Great Basin Geographic Area, in which the Salmon-Challis National Forest is a part, are both 
at Planning Level Five (PL5).  PL5 indicates that there is large fire activity occurring in multiple geographic areas 
and a heavy commitment of crews, aircraft, and equipment to these incidents, along with a forecast for 
continued hot, dry, windy conditions.  During PL5, as fires grow and additional resources are needed, it can take 
longer for resources to be assigned to a fire due to the limited number of available.   
 
Visit the Salmon-Challis National Forest website: http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/scnf/home, and check out News 
& Events, ‘Like Us’ on https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf, and ‘Follow Us’ on 
https://twitter.com/SalmonChallisNF for further information.   
 
 

 
                 The Rabbit Foot fire burns in mixed conifer forest on Aug. 3rd. 
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