
Rabbit Foot Fire 
Fact Sheet Update 

August 5, 2018 – 10 A.M. 

Inciweb address Information:  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Current Fire Information: 937-551-1127 E-Mail address:  gbimt3rohrer@gmail.com
Start Date: August 2, 2018 Cause: Lightning Fuels: Timber with shrub understory, Grass/brush 
Acres: 2500     Percent Contained: 0%  Total number of personnel: 125 

Command of the Rabbit Foot, Weasel and Morgan Fires was assumed by Taiga Rohrer’s Great Basin Incident 
Management Team (# 3) this morning at 6 am. The fires have collectively burned over 2500 acres of timber, grass and 
brush on the Salmon Challis National Forest in the vicinity of Morgan Creek Summit, Panther and Otter Creeks and are 
expected to merge. A primary objective for the team is keeping fire to the north of the summit and to the south of Silver 
Creek Road. Maintaining public and firefighter safety throughout the operations is paramount. 

The Salmon Challis has a long history of large dangerous wildfires, including Salt, Butte, Lake Mountain, Ship Island and 
Cramer fires. Fires here can exhibit rapid growth and extreme fire behavior. Steep terrain and an abundance of disease 
damaged trees and old snags contribute to the challenge of fighting fire in this country. (A snag is a dead standing tree.) 

Today firefighting crews are aggressively engaging in directly attacking the fire perimeter. This will include re-
establishing fuel breaks as well as constructing new control lines at the fire’s edge. Such line may be built by bulldozers, 
mechanized equipment like a feller-buncher or hand line constructed by fire crews.  

Even though cooler temperatures with a possibility of showers are predicted in the fire area today, this may result in 
thunderstorms producing gusty and erratic winds generating extreme fire behavior with aggressive spotting potential in 
large jackpots of dead standing, beetle-killed trees. 

The team is mindful that bull trout, steelhead and chinook salmon fisheries resources occur within the area and protective 
fish screens will be used at water drafting sites, as well as identifying whitebark pine growing at high elevations.   

The team would like to remind the public to be aware that a Temporary Flight Restriction (TFR) and fire area road 
closures are in effect. The TFR applies up to an elevation of 13,000 ft and 7 nautical miles in each direction of 44.51.30 
N; 114.18.30 W. The restriction is for non-incident aircraft including drones. Remember – We Can’t Fly If You Do! 
For road closure information go to Inciweb or the Salmon-Challis Facebook page. 
(https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/)  

Please check the Rabbit Foot Fire on Inciweb for updated information, the latest maps and photos. 

Next update scheduled for 8 P.M. this evening 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/


Rabbit Foot Fire 
Fact Sheet Update 

August 5, 2018 – 8 P.M. 

Inciweb address Information:  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Current Fire Information: 937-551-1127 E-Mail address:  RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com
Start Date: August 2, 2018 Cause: Lightning Fuels: Timber with shrub understory, Grass/brush 
Acres: 2500     Percent Contained: 0%  Total number of personnel: 215 

What happened today: Yesterday evening through to this morning the fire expanded to the east-northeast burning into 
the Morgan and Weasel Fires and now just one fire. With the combination of lower temperatures and cloud cover today 
there was minimal growth with the fire mainly creeping through the understory with occasional isolated torching of single 
tree.  

A pair of heavy lift helicopters made multiple bucket drops that assisted in keeping the fire in check as fire crews 
implemented a variety of strategies to begin containing and corralling this fire. Along the southeast corner of the fire good 
progress was made building a control line opening an old Feller-Buncher line utilizing a combination of equipment and 
personnel including a bulldozer, a road grader and a 20-person hand crew.  

Along portions of the eastern side of the fire crews improved existing trails their attack efforts creating fire line from the 
Morgan Creek Road north-east across the Otter Creek drainage.  

Additional resources for fighting the Rabbit Foot Fire arrived throughout the day including a 20-person hand crew, 
multiple engines and two additional helicopters. One of those helicopter missions was to fly a radio repeater and 
technicians to a high remote site to finish building a separate more effective incident specific communications system.  

This in turn will allow the Incident Management Team to alleviate radio traffic on the local forest radio networks. 

The Temporary Flight Restriction (TFR), remains in place from 8 am until 10 pm tonight and resume again at 8 am 
tomorrow morning. Fire area road closures are unchanged as of this evening and remain in effect. The TFR applies up to 
an elevation of 13,000 ft and 7 nautical miles in each direction of 44.51.30 N; 114.18.30 W. This TFR will be modified 
tomorrow morning. The restriction is for non-incident aircraft including drones. Remember – We Can’t Fly If You Do!  
For road closure information go to Inciweb or the Salmon-Challis Facebook page. 
(https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/)  

Resources: 4 20-Person Crews , 15 Engines , 2 Dozers , 1 Water Tender, 3 Helicopters and 215 Total Personnel .  
Please check the Rabbit Foot Fire on Inciweb or the US Salmon-Challis National Forest Facebook page for updated 
information, the latest maps and photos.  

Please check the Rabbit Foot Fire on Inciweb for updated information, the latest maps and photos. 

Next update scheduled for 10 A.M. tomorrow morning 



Rabbit Foot Fire 
Fact Sheet Update 

August 6, 2018 – 10 A.M. 

Inciweb address Information:  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Current Fire Information: 937-551-1127 E-Mail address:  RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com
Start Date: August 2, 2018 Cause: Lightning Fuels: Timber with shrub understory, Grass/brush 
Acres: 2500     Percent Contained: 0%  Total number of personnel: 215 

Today’s weather is predicted to be 5 degrees warmer than yesterday with lower humidity, drying fuels and increasing 
potential for active fire behavior. This warming and drying trend accelerates the risk of torching and spotting, along with 
the risk of rolling material igniting unburned fuels below. This is the primary method of fire spread in this steep, timbered 
terrain. While it is early on the local fire season calendar, the current fuel and weather conditions reflect those usually 
seen later in the season. Under these challenging conditions, providing for firefighter and public safety is critical.  

Crews continue to work on establishing containment lines around the fire, using features such as old roads, fire lines and 
even canals to support the effort. One of the primary objectives in the Rabbit Foot firefighting strategy is to keep the fire 
north and west of Morgan Creek Summit and southeast of Silver Creek Road (FS 108). 

As a result of expected west and southwesterly winds, the fire is predicted to be the most active on the northeast and 
eastern flanks. Work on the east side of the fire includes construction of indirect hand line and preparation for a burn out 
as weather conditions allow. The north and northwest sides of the fire are being scouted to determine resource needs and 
develop the best firefighting tactics. On the southwest side of the fire, old fuel breaks are being reinforced, contingency 
fire lines are being established and helicopter water drops are being used to prevent movement of the fire edge in that 
area.  

Structure protection triage is being conducted along Panther, Morgan, Silver and Alder Creek and a plan is being 
developed. Each structure is being assessed for defensible space, hazardous fuel conditions and the need for sprinkler 
systems, in the event that the fire advances toward the dwellings, outbuildings and barns.  

Helicopter bucket drops and heavy equipment play an important role in supporting these containment strategies. The daily 
arrival of additional crews, engines and helicopters will boost the firefighting capabilities of current resources on the fire.  

Part of the planning process for fighting the fire includes consideration of the Forest’s vast natural resources. Panther 
Creek plays a critical role by providing spawning habitat for chinook salmon returning from the Pacific Ocean. These fish 
have the longest migration route of any in the lower 48 states.  

Changes have been made to the Temporary Flight Restriction (TFR), resulting in a reduction of the restricted airspace. 
The TFR now applies up to an elevation of 13,000 ft and 5 nautical miles in each direction of 44.52.00 N; 114.16.30. Fire 
area road closures are unchanged as of this evening and remain in effect.  The restriction is for non-incident aircraft 
including drones. Remember – We Can’t Fly If You Do! 

For road closure information go to Inciweb or the Salmon-Challis Facebook page. 
(https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/)  

Resources:  4 20-Person Crews, 15 Engines, 2 Dozers, 1 Water Tender, 3 Helicopters and 215 Total Personnel. 

Please check the Rabbit Foot Fire on Inciweb or the US Salmon-Challis National Forest Facebook page for updated 
information, the latest maps and photos. 

Next update scheduled for 8 P.M. this evening 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/


Rabbit Foot Fire 
Fact Sheet Update 

Monday, August 6, 2018 – 8 P.M. 

Inciweb address Information:  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Current Fire Information: 937-551-1127 E-Mail address:  RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com 
Start Date: August 2, 2018 Cause: Lightning Fuels: Timber with shrub understory, Grass/brush 
Acres: 2589     Percent Contained: 0%  Total number of personnel: 286 

What happened today: As predicted, the weather today was five to seven degrees warmer than yesterday.  This coupled 
with lower than anticipated humidity into the low teens and stronger winds out of the southwest resulted in “active” 
burning this afternoon, mostly within the existing fire boundaries.  Interior pockets of previously unburnt fuels were 
primarily consumed. 

Crews made good progress today establishing portions of direct and indirect containment lines around the southeastern 
corner of the fire and along portions of the eastern border, using features such as old roads, fire lines and old mining 
canals to support the effort. On the southeast corner crews constructed a handline containment line anchored south from 
the 055-Road crossing Panther Creek and across the meadow on the far side. 

On the same section of the fire a separate task force worked to create a second containment line, a catcher’s mitt so to 
speak, as a contingency should the handline be breached by the fire.  A task force of resources are reopening the old 
Feller-Buncher line constructed as a contingency line for the 2007 Van Horn Fire.  A bulldozer is reopening the line as an 
excavator follows to move the log decks that were stacked on the north side of the line across to the south as the Rabbit 
Foot Fire is north of the reopened line. 

On the east side of the fire hand crews continued to advance firelines along the eastern side of the fire from Morgan Creek 
Road north.  A combination of hand and engine crews completed construction of a hose lay in preparation for a possible 
burning out operation in the next day or two along that section of the fire. 

On the west side a pair of engines were stationed at the intersection of Panther and Otter creeks to monitor the fire and be 
in place to react to spot fires or a potential shift in direction of fire activity to the west. 

Structure protection triage and mapping along Panther, Morgan, Silver and Alder Creek has mostly been completed.  The 
Structure Protection Group assessed each property for defensible space, hazardous fuel conditions and the need for 
sprinkler systems should the fire advance toward the dwellings, outbuildings and barns. All of this information is being 
assembled into a structural protection plan. 

Two crews of over 40 firefighters will “line spike” overnight to be in place should fire conditions change tonight.  This 
will have the added benefit of the resources being in place first thing in the morning to implement the next day’s 
firefighting activities. 

Remember – We can’t fly if you do! The Temporary Flight Restrictions, TFR remain in place for five nautical
miles in each direction from the center of the fire.  https://www.nifc.gov/drones/docs/Social-IfYouFly-Drones.png  

For road closure information go to InciWeb at the above address or the Salmon-Challis Facebook page. 
(https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/)  

Resources:  5 20-Person Crews, 20 Engines, 2 Dozers, 2 Water Tender, 3 Helicopters and 286 Total Personnel. 

Next update scheduled for 10 A.M. tomorrow morning 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.nifc.gov/drones/docs/Social-IfYouFly-Drones.png
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/


Rabbit Foot Fire 
Fact Sheet Update 

August 7, 2018 – 8 A.M. 

Inciweb address Information:  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Current Fire Information: 937-551-1127 E-Mail address:  RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com
Start Date: August 2, 2018 Cause: Lightning Fuels: Timber with shrub understory, Grass/brush 
Acres: 2589     Percent Contained: 0% Total number of personnel: 215 

What happened yesterday evening to this morning:  During the night, the fire expanded to the east-southeast with a 
spot fire burning across the canal. Tree removal and contingency line construction on the old Feller-Buncher line south of 
the fire progressed, and will continue today. Higher temperature is predicted, accompanied by lower humidity and drier 
conditions, possibly leading to more spotting and tree torching throughout the day. 

Today’s Activities: A priority for today is to create an anchor to the south part of the fire, where engines will continue 
working there. Crews will continue to remove snags, or dead trees, considered hazards to firefighter and public safety. 

Fire crews will be looking for opportunities to build defensible fire line in the Mink Creek area. They will also be 
reassessing the hose lay to the east because of the spot fire. Equipment will be working along Panther Creek and staged at 
Morgan Creek in case the fire moves in that direction. 

There are plans to place protective wrap around a historic cabin at Alder Creek, if needed, and to conduct brush removal 
and handline construction in the area.  Resource advisors have distributed screens to firefighters for use when drafting 
water from creeks within the designated critical habitat sites for bull trout. These are in place to protect fry, juvenile fish, 
from being caught in water pumps. 

Fire area road closures are unchanged and remain in effect. Closures protect the public and fire personnel, often working 
with heavy equipment and air resources. 

The Temporary Flight Restriction (TFR), remains in place from 8 am until 10 pm and resumes again at 8 am tomorrow 
morning. The TFR applies up to an elevation of 13,000 ft and 5 nautical miles in each direction of 44.52.00 N; 114.16’.30 
W. The restriction is for non-incident aircraft including drones. Remember – We Can’t Fly If You Do!

The incident meteorologist is calling for a notable weather event this weekend. A high pressure system will be dominating 
with higher temperature, lower humidity and unpredictable winds. 

For road closure information go to Inciweb or the Salmon-Challis Facebook page. 
(https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/)  

Resources:  5 20-Person Crews, 20 Engines, 2 Dozers , 2 Water Tenders, 3 Helicopters and 286 Total Personnel . 

Please check the Rabbit Foot Fire on Inciweb or the US Salmon-Challis National Forest Facebook page for updated 
information, the latest maps and photos. 

Next update scheduled for 8  P.M. tonight 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/


Rabbit Foot Fire 
Fact Sheet Update 

August 7, 2018 – 8 P.M. 

Inciweb address Information:  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Current Fire Information: 937-551-1127 E-Mail address:  RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com
Start Date: August 2, 2018 Cause: Lightning Fuels: Timber with shrub understory, Grass/brush 
Acres: 2611     Percent Contained: 0% Total number of personnel: 353 

What happened today:  Due to the alignment of fuels, wind, topography and today’s higher temperatures and lower 
humidity the fire became much more active today in two separate sections of the fire. The first to the southwest in the 
Cougar Lake drainage and the second to the northeast near the 129 road. As other fires are decreasing in activity more 
resources, including the VLAT (Very Large Air Tanker), are becoming available.  

Today’s Activities: Fire resources aggressively engaged the fire perimeter with direct and indirect control lines. Air 
resources made multiple fire retardant drops on the ridge above Mink Creek near the Cougar Lake drainage. A VLAT 
became available and provided numerous fire retardant drops on the ridgeline above southwest corner of the fire. 
Helicopter water drops were primarily focused on the 129 road as well as providing support for hand line construction 
efforts along the southeastern corner of the fire. Throughout the day air attack was successful in conducting the multiple 
simultaneous missions. The structural group continued assessment of infrastructure in the Morgan Creek area and staged 
resources in the event of fire movement to the south. 

To decrease travel distances and increase firefighter safety a spike camp for 175 firefighters was established on Morgan 
Creek Road. The incident command post in the Community Center will continue to be utilized to support the fire 
containment efforts.  

Fire area road closures are unchanged and remain in effect. Closures protect the public and fire personnel, often working 
with heavy equipment and air resources. 

The Temporary Flight Restriction (TFR) remains in effect and applies up to an elevation of 13,000 ft and 5 nautical miles 
in each direction of 44.52.00 N; 114.16’.30 W. The restriction is for non-incident aircraft including drones. Remember –If 
You Fly, We Can’t! 

The incident meteorologist is calling for a notable weather event this weekend. A high pressure system will be dominating 
with higher temperatures, lower humidity and unpredictable winds. The prediction for this potentially record setting high 
pressure system may significantly influence firefighting strategy.  

For road closure information go to Inciweb or the Salmon-Challis Facebook page. 
(https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/)  

Resources:  7 20-Person Crews, 18 Engines, 2 Dozers, 7 Water Tenders, 5 Helicopters and 353 Total Personnel. 

Please check the Rabbit Foot Fire on Inciweb or the US Salmon-Challis National Forest Facebook page for updated 
information, the latest maps and photos. 

Next update scheduled for 10 A.M. tomorrow morning. 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/


Rabbit Foot Fire 
Fact Sheet Update 

August 8, 2018 – 10 A.M. 

Inciweb address Information:  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Current Fire Information: 937-551-1127 E-Mail address:  RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com
Start Date: August 2, 2018 Cause: Lightning Fuels: Timber with shrub understory, Grass/brush 
Acres: 4339     Percent Contained: 0% Total number of personnel: 353 

What happened last night:  Due to the alignment of fuels, wind, topography plus yesterday’s higher temperatures and 
lower humidity the fire became much more active in two separate sections of the fire. The first to the southwest in the 
Cougar Lake drainage and the second to the northeast near the 129 road. There was a significant growth period near 
sunset last night. 

Today’s Activities: Yesterday’s fire behavior reflected the changing weather conditions and resulted in active burning 
and an expansion of the fire perimeter. Today’s weather is predicted to be five degrees warmer, drier and windier than 
yesterday. There is potential for significant fire growth through the next few days. Fire crews will actively engage the east 
and southwest portions of the fire. As always firefighter and public safety are our number one priority. If weather and 
terrain conditions become hazardous crews may need to pull back from constructing direct control lines and focus on 
indirect tactics. Air resources will actively engage the fire as smoke allows. Hand crews and heavy equipment will 
continue to strengthen a contingency line created during the 2007 Van Horn fire.  The structure group will be assessing 
infrastructure and prepositioning supplies in the Panther and Morgan Creek drainages. Additional assessment will begin 
for Iron Lake administrative sites and other nearby structures. The spike camp on Morgan Creek Road will continue to 
house firefighters. The incident command post in the Community Center will continue to be utilized to support the fire 
containment efforts.  

There will be a Community Meeting tonight Wednesday at the Challis Middle School auditorium. 721 East Main 
Ave. in Challis. The Great Basin IMT will be providing an operational briefing on with the fire. The Incident Commander 
and a representative for the Salmon-Challis National Forest will be there to share information and answer questions. 
Meeting time is set for 5:30 to 6:45 PM.  

Fire area road closures are unchanged and remain in effect. Closures protect the public and fire personnel. The Temporary 
Flight Restriction remains in effect. The restriction is for non-incident aircraft including drones. Remember –If You Fly, 
We Can’t! 

A high pressure system will be dominating with higher temperatures, lower humidity, and increasing winds. The 
prediction for this potentially record setting high pressure system may significantly influence firefighting strategy. Winds 
are predicted to be from the west northwest which will influence fire growth to the south and east. If burning materials 
become airborne there is potential for one third of a mile dispersal and a possible 80-90% chance of ignition. The incident 
meteorologist is calling for a notable weather event this weekend with strong southwest winds Friday night into Saturday. 

For road closure information go to Inciweb or the Salmon-Challis Facebook page. 
(https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/)  

Resources:  7 20-Person Crews, 18 Engines, 2 Dozers, 7 Water Tenders, 5 Helicopters and 353 Total Personnel. 

Please check the Rabbit Foot Fire on Inciweb or the US Salmon-Challis National Forest Facebook page for updated 
information, the latest maps and photos. 

Next update scheduled for 8 P.M. tonight. 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/


Rabbit Foot Fire 
Fact Sheet Update 

August 8, 2018 – 8 P.M. 

Inciweb address Information:  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Current Fire Information: 937-551-1127 E-Mail address:  RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com
Start Date: August 2, 2018 Cause: Lightning Fuels: Timber with shrub understory, Grass/brush 
Acres: 4339     Percent Contained: 0% Total number of personnel: 362 

What Happened Today:  The fire was on the move, overrunning the fireline on a ridge south east of Cougar Lake. 
Defensible line improvements continue, working to connect the contingency line created during the 2007 Van Horn Fire 
to the southwest tip of the Rabbit Foot Fire. Firefighters removed fuels along the 055 Rd. and scouted for contingency line 
possibilities along the 266 and the 013B roads. Because of the fire’s recent growth, managers are exploring locations to 
make a larger contingency ‘box” around the blaze, in order to be prepared for the upcoming Fire Weather Watch that will 
begin on Friday night.  

Plans for Tomorrow: The structure group will continue mapping and planning in case the fire threatens infrastructure to 
the north, east and south. More crews will be sent to the fire’s southeast flank, where the greatest spread has been 
occurring. The spike camp on Morgan Creek Road will continue to house firefighters. More resources have been ordered 
and are slowly arriving to the incident. The incident command post in the Community Center will continue to be utilized 
to support the fire containment efforts.  

The Great Basin Incident Management Team 3 and representatives from the Salmon-Challis National Forest answered 
questions from an interested public at the community meeting at Challis Middle School Wednesday evening. 

Fire area road closures are expanding and will be announced in tomorrow morning’s update. Closures protect the public 
and fire personnel. The Temporary Flight Restriction remains in effect. The restriction is for non-incident aircraft 
including drones. Remember –If You Fly, We Can’t! 

A high pressure system will be dominating with higher temperatures, lower humidity, and increasing winds. The 
prediction for this potentially record setting high pressure system may significantly influence firefighting strategy. Winds 
are predicted to be from the west northwest which will influence fire growth to the south and east. If burning materials 
become airborne there is potential for one third of a mile dispersal and a possible 80-90% chance of ignition. The incident 
meteorologist is calling for a notable weather event this weekend with strong southwest winds Friday night into Saturday. 

For road closure information go to Inciweb or the Salmon-Challis Facebook page. 
(https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/)  

Resources:  9 20-Person Crews, 18 Engines, 3 Dozers, 8 Water Tenders, 4 Helicopters and 362 Total Personnel. 

Please check the Rabbit Foot Fire on Inciweb or the US Salmon-Challis National Forest Facebook page for updated 
information, the latest maps and photos. 

Next update scheduled for 10 A.M. tomorrow 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/


Rabbit Foot Fire 
Fact Sheet Update 

August 9, 2018 – 10 A.M. 

Inciweb address Information:  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Current Fire Information: 937-551-1127 E-Mail address:  RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com
Start Date: August 2, 2018 Cause: Lightning Fuels: Timber with shrub understory, Grass/brush 
Acres: 5645     Percent Contained: 0% Total number of personnel: 362 

What Happened Last Night: The fire continued to grow on the south flank on Wednesday, increasing in size by about 
1300 acres, with the main area of spread on the southeast side. The fire gained ground in the Cougar Lake area, spotting 
over the ridge running southeast of the lake. Firefighters in this division continued to improve the 2007 Van Horn Fire 
feller-buncher line with the intent of extending it back around to the black on that ridgeline. Preparation, including snag 
removal, was conducted along the Morgan Creek Road (FS Rd 055) for safety and future suppression efforts. Fire also 
spotted south of FS Rd 129, leading fire managers to evaluate locations for new fire lines. Retardant applications 
continued on the southwest side of the fire; reconnaissance of old roads and dozer line for use in firefighting occurred in 
the northwest.   

WEATHER: As predicted, temperatures have been rising and humidity falling; expected temperatures over the fire will 
be in the 90’s today. When the inversion lifts late this morning, fire activity will increase with the possibility of a plume 
dominated fire developing. As light north winds today push the fire to the south, airborne embers may create spot fires a 
quarter of a mile ahead of the fire. These hot, dry and unstable conditions will continue, with a cold front moving in 
Friday afternoon bringing strong winds with the potential to increase the size of the fire significantly.  

Today’ Activities: Crews will focus on line construction and improvement on the south and southeast sides of the fire, 
supported by aircraft as smoke conditions allow. The structure group will continue mapping and planning in case the fire 
threatens infrastructure to the north, east and south. It is anticipated that additional fire crews, equipment and air resources 
will continue to arrive as other fires in the region wind down.  

Fire area closures are expanding and will be announced later today. Closures protect the public and fire personnel. The 
Temporary Flight Restriction remains in effect. The restriction is for non-incident aircraft including drones. Remember –
If You Fly, We Can’t! 

Finally, to answer the question on why the GB IMT #3 will be transitioning the fire to an incoming IMT after only 8 days, 
the answer is simple.  We are timing out.  Teams go out with a 14-day commitment.  GB IMT #3 had just completed 
wrapping up the Grassy Ridge Fire outside of St. Anthony, ID last Friday and fortunately were in position to rapidly 
respond when they were reassigned to the Rabbit Foot. The team will hand the fire over to a new IMT on Monday at 6 
A.M.

For road closure information go to Inciweb or the Salmon-Challis Facebook page. 
(https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/)  

Resources:  9 20-Person Crews, 18 Engines, 3 Dozers, 8 Water Tenders, 4 Helicopters and 362 Total Personnel. 

Please check the Rabbit Foot Fire on Inciweb or the US Salmon-Challis National Forest Facebook page for updated 
information, the latest maps and photos. 

Next update scheduled for 8 P.M. tonight 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/


Rabbit Foot Fire 
Fact Sheet Update 

August 9, 2018 – 8 P.M. 

Inciweb address Information:  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Current Fire Information: 937-551-1127 E-Mail address:  RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com
Start Date: August 2, 2018 Cause: Lightning Fuels: Timber with shrub understory, Grass/brush 
Acres: 5645       Percent Contained: 0%          Total number of personnel: 387 

What Happened Today:  This morning began with a successful cattle drive that moved multiple animals out of the fire 
area. The fire objectives and planning area have been updated to reflect the changing fire conditions. Ground observations 
indicate that the fire has pushed past the ridge extending east from Black Mountain and continues to move south. The 
eastern side of the fire also saw an increase in acres. As a precaution to provide firefighters with some smoke relief the 
275 person spike camp has been moved back to the Incident Command Post (ICP) in Challis. The heavy equipment has 
been pulled from the fire area and staged at the ICP as well. 

Plans for Tomorrow: Tonight’s infrared flight will provide information necessary to assess the extent of fire growth and 
help determine tomorrow’s planning. All information indicates that there will be active burning in the near future. Crews 
will continue to improve the Morgan Creek Road (FS Rd 055). Helicopters and fixed wing aircraft will continue to work 
the fire as smoke conditions allow. Crews will continue working on preparing the Sheephorn Lookout and the Iron Lake 
Forest Service facilities in case fire moves toward them in the future. More resources are becoming available and will be 
arriving over the weekend.  

Weather, fuels, and topography continue to influence today’s fire progression. A high pressure system contributed to 
increasing temperatures, lowering humidity, and mild winds. The noticeable smoke contributed to lowering visibility to 
four miles and this smoke may have helped keep the temperatures lower than predicted.  Tomorrow’s forecast indicates 
that smoke may be pushed out of the valley and we have significant potential to break the 101 degree record. Heavy fuels 
continue to feed the expanding fire.  

Fire area closures are expanding and will be announced as planning efforts are completed. This closure is designed to 
protect the public as well as fire personnel. The temporary flight restriction was greatly expanded at 2 P.M. this afternoon 
and information can be found at NOTAM 8/5689. The restriction is for non-incident aircraft including drones. Remember 
–If You Fly, We Can’t!

For road closure information go to Inciweb or the Salmon-Challis Facebook page. 
(https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/)  

Resources:  9 20-Person Crews, 22 Engines, 5 Dozers, 8 Water Tenders, 3 Helicopters and 387 Total Personnel. 

Please check the Rabbit Foot Fire on Inciweb or the US Salmon-Challis National Forest Facebook page for updated 
information, the latest maps and photos. 

Next update scheduled for 10 A.M. tomorrow 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/


Rabbit Foot Fire 
Fact Sheet Update 

August 10, 2018 – 10 A.M. 

Inciweb address Information:  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Current Fire Information: 937-551-1127 E-Mail address:  RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com
Start Date: August 2, 2018 Cause: Lightning Fuels: Timber with shrub understory, Grass/brush 
Acres: 6357     Percent Contained: 0%    Total number of personnel: 387 

What Happened Last Night:  Firefighters were hampered by very rough terrain, limited access, spotting, and poor 
visibility yesterday as the fire expanded in size in hot, dry conditions.  The spike camp several miles south of the fire was 
temporarily closed last night due to forecast heavy smoke conditions.  Additional resources continue to arrive in Challis to 
join the suppression effort.  The overnight infrared flight was critical to adapting the firefighting strategy today to assure 
firefighter safety and strategically deploy resources.  The area of Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) for non-incident 
aircraft including drones around the fire was also expanded to the north and east yesterday as a precaution due to the 
anticipated increase in fire size.     

WEATHER:  RED FLAG WARNING IN EFFECT FROM NOON TODAY THROUGH MIDNIGHT 
SATURDAY.  Temperatures today will again be near 90 on the fire line at 8000 feet, with relative humidity as low as 8 to 
13 percent.  Hot, dry, and very unstable weather conditions continue, with a record high of 102 degrees forecast for 
Challis today.  Winds have shifted to southeast and south this morning and will become southwesterly at 3 to 7 mph, with 
gusts to 15 this afternoon.  Winds will increase slightly this evening, with gusts to 17 mph.  Fire activity across the fire is 
expected to increase this afternoon, and active burning is expected to continue overnight.  The likelihood of spotting up to 
a quarter of a mile ahead of the fire is very high, and the southerly winds increase the potential for significant fire growth 
to the north and northeast today.     

On the southwest flank of the fire, winds may cause the fire to hook back toward the 055 Road.  On the southeast portion 
of the fire, there is potential for significant growth up the East Fork of Corral Creek.  There may be increased fire activity 
on the northeast flank of the fire, with short runs expected due to the complex terrain.  Thick fuels north of the current fire 
are a long-term threat.  Possible spotting to the north side of Mink Creek, on the west side of the fire, could result in a 
major upslope run. 

Today’s Activities:  In preparation for likely fire growth, crews will be scouting for containment opportunities 
surrounding the fire, including as far north as the 2011 Salt Fire area.   

Crews are also picking up miles of no longer needed hose-lay used recently in the central area of the fire to support new 
containment lines as they are established.   

Clearing hazardous snags along roads in and near the fire continues.  The structural protection group will work in several 
areas surrounding the fire including the Castle Creek area to the southwest, Morgan Creek on the south, and the Iron Lake 
area to the north.     

Additional fire area closures to protect the public and fire personnel may be announced later today. 

For road closure information go to Inciweb or the Salmon-Challis Facebook page. 
(https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/)  

Resources:  9 20-Person Crews, 22 Engines, 5 Dozers, 8 Water Tenders, 3 Helicopters and 387 Total Personnel as 
of 8 P.M. August 9th. 

Please check the Rabbit Foot Fire on Inciweb or the US Salmon-Challis National Forest Facebook page for updated 
information, the latest maps and photos. 

Next update scheduled for 8 P.M. tonight 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/


Rabbit Foot Fire 
Fact Sheet Update 

August 10, 2018 – 8 P.M.

Inciweb address Information:  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Current Fire Information: 937-551-1127 E-Mail address:  RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com
Start Date: August 2, 2018 Cause: Lightning Fuels: Timber with shrub understory, Grass/brush 
Acres: 6357     Percent Contained: 0%    Total number of personnel: 462 

There are three factors that control every wild fire.  Fuels, topography or terrain and finally… weather. 

WEATHER:  RED FLAG WARNING IN EFFECT FROM NOON TODAY THROUGH MIDNIGHT 
SATURDAY (or longer). x As predicted temperatures today on the fireline reached a high of 89 degrees and the humidity 
dropped down to 11 percent at 8000 feet. In Challis the high temperature record was broken today with a temperature of 
102. 

What Happened Today:  For the past few days the winds have been primarily out of the west-northwest pushing two 
fingers of fire in the Cougar Lake section of the fire and a second finger north of the 129 road east-southeast.  Thursday, 
due to the hot weather in the evening, smoke was settling heavily down into the lower elevations resulting in the Incident 
Management Team making the decision to pull all of the firefighter out of the spike camp to get them out of the smoky 
conditions.  Today the wind shifted around to out of the southwest, breaking the thermal inversion that was holding the 
smoke close to the ground.  This cleared the air but allowed for much more active and vigorous burning, especially along 
northeastern border of the fire. Fire in the previously very active eastside fingers settled down and primarily burned in 
place.  Mostly consuming pockets of previously unburnt fuels all across the fire’s footprint. 

Today the majority of work was dispersed out around the fire putting point protection in and around critical infrastructure 
such as powerlines and cellphone towers.  Everything from brushing out, removing low shrubs and brush.  Other tactics 
include cutting defensive lines and to placement of hoselays and sprinkler systems.  

On the southeast section of the fire work began to put in a dozer line from the 266 Road to eventually tie in with a 
ridgeline system to create a defensive line to catch and stop further eastward spread of the fire.  Constructing a dozer line 
is more than just scouting a line and then running a bulldozer or two.  With the high number of “snags”, standing dead 
trees, falling teams proceed the route to drop the hazard trees for a safe distance out to both sides. Then and only then, 
once the route has been made safe of falling hazards may the bulldozers and other resources proceed. 

With the improved air quality, 175 firefighters assigned to the southern and eastern portions of the fire will be returning 
back to spike camp tonight. Part of setting up a spike camp includes setting up all of the infrastructure.  Eating area, 
handwashing, porta-potties, etc.  This also includes having the fire camp caterer “hot bucket” the meals, coffee, other 
beverages etc. and then transported up to the spike camp in such a way that they arrive still hot or chilled as needed and 
fresh for the firefighters. Not to mention the back haul of trash and all the other logistics that goes into setting up a 
temporary encampment. 

The area of Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) for non-incident aircraft including drones around the fire that was 
expanded to the north and east yesterday remains in effect. Pilots see NOTAM #8/6037.   

New fire related road/area/trail/campground closure orders went into effect today.  For closure information go to Inciweb 
or the Salmon-Challis Facebook page. (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/)  

Resources:  9 20-Person Crews, 27 Engines, 5 Dozers, 8 Water Tenders, 4 Helicopters and 462 Total Personnel 

Next update scheduled for 10 A. M tomorrow 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/


Rabbit Foot Fire 
Fact Sheet Update 

August 11, 2018 – 8 A.M. 

Inciweb address Information:  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Current Fire Information: 937-551-1127 E-Mail address:  RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com
Start Date: August 2, 2018 Cause: Lightning Fuels: Timber with shrub understory, Grass/brush 
Acres: 7558     Percent Contained: 0%    Total number of personnel: 462 

WEATHER:  RED FLAG WARNING IN EFFECT TODAY THROUGH SUNDAY. Today will be hot, dry and 
unstable with possible towering cumulous forming. The temperature will be 87 degrees on the fire with a relative 
humidity down to a brittle eight percent. Winds will increase 10-15 mph with gusts up to 30 mph. Yesterday’s weather 
behaved like an oven, pre-heating the fuels for today’s extreme fire behavior. With the forecasted winds, the fire could 
spot up to half a mile. 

What Happened Yesterday:  On the west side, the fire spread up towards the Morgan Creek summit, to Weasel Creek to 
the north and northwest towards Mink Creek.  The dozer line work to the south extending from the old Van Horn fire is 
now complete. The fire cooled and stopped when it reached the sage brush to the east. One hundred-seventy five 
firefighters returned to “spike” camp, where the fire is closer to access. 

Today’s Plan: Helicopters and crews will be working to the northwest, checking the fire’s movement. Equipment and 
supplies are prepositioned in different areas for implementation if needed. Crews will work to secure the two spot fires 
close to Morgan Creek summit. Firefighters are making every effort to keep the 055 Road open for public access by 
removing flammable fuel. Contingency indirect dozer lines are being constructed on the east side to tie into FS Road 
4139. Firefighters in all divisions except those in the structure group will spike out tonight. Point protection will continue 
throughout the fire area to ensure the protection of important resources, such as historic buildings and other cultural 
values. 

The area of Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) for non-incident aircraft including drones around the fire that was 
expanded to the north and east Thursday afternoon remains in effect. Pilots see NOTAM #8/6037.   

Stage One Fire Restrictions went into effect this morning. The following acts are prohibited on all National Forest System 
Lands within the Salmon-Challis National Forest: 

• Building, maintaining, attending or using a fire, campfire or stove fire outside a fire structure that is provided by
the Forest Service within a designated area.

• Smoking outside an enclosed vehicle or building.

Exemptions to this order are: 
• Persons with a permit specifically exempting them from the effect of this Order.
• Persons using a stove or grill that is solely fueled by liquid petroleum fuels.
• Persons using a stove fire (as defined in this Order).
• Persons smoking while stopped in an area at least three feet in diameter that is clear of all

flammable materials.
• Any Federal, State, or local officer, or member of an organized rescue or fire fighting force in

the performance of an official duty.

Fire related road/area/trail/campground closure orders are now in effect.  For closure information go to Inciweb or the 
Salmon-Challis Facebook page. (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/)  

Resources:  9 20-Person Crews, 27 Engines, 5 Dozers, 8 Water Tenders, 4 Helicopters and 462 Total Personnel 

Next update scheduled for 8 P. M. tonight 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/


Rabbit Foot Fire 
Fact Sheet Update 

August 11, 2018 – 8 P.M. 

Inciweb address Information:  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Current Fire Information: 937-551-1127 E-Mail address:  RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com
Start Date: August 2, 2018 Cause: Lightning Fuels: Timber with shrub understory, Grass/brush 
Acres: 7542     Percent Contained: 0%    Total number of personnel: 472 

WEATHER:  RED FLAG WARNING IN EFFECT TODAY THROUGH SUNDAY. As predicted the weather was 
hot, dry and unstable resulting in the formation of a series of towering cumulous clouds which ultimately resulted in a 
series of weak thunderstorms that passed through the area. Only a smattering of drops made it all the way to the ground in 
places but the storms did produce a series of lightning strikes throughout the area. 

Also as predicted the winds, which had been light out of the north and northwest for the past few days swung around to 
being strong out of the southwest.  This resulted in a change in the direction of the fire’s movement from the southeast to 
the north east up towards the 2011 Salt Fire burn scar.  

Fire Activity:  Where the fire is burning in timber which currently has 40 to 50 percent snags, it is burning quite actively 
when the winds and terrain align.  However, when the fire burns out into a sagebrush area the fire lays down.  Fire crews 
are taking advantage of this and utilizing these cold, black zones to anchor from in building containment handlines, 
several of them going direct along the fire’s edge. 

What Happened Today: As anticipated with the increased winds, there was increased fire activity.  The fire is impacting 
the O-55 Road at Morgan Creek Summit and also was particularly active along the north and northeast corner of the fire 
perimeter.  Fire crews made good progress today on the construction of multiple direct and indirect containment lines 
around multiple points on the fire. Helicopters made bucket drops to keep the fire in check along the western border of the 
fire along the Mink Creek drainage.  The Structure Group conducted multiple point protection assignments around the 
fire. 

With the change in wind direction and the clearing of the air, the Spike Camp off  Morgan Creek Road was reopened and 
over 200 firefighters will be “spiked out” there tonight.  This will save firefighter almost two hours of driving time back to 
the main ICP/Base Camp and in turn will allow for two additional hours available for fire suppression activities on the 
fire. 

The area of Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) for non-incident aircraft including drones around the fire that was 
expanded to the north and east Thursday afternoon remains in effect. Pilots see NOTAM #8/6037.   

Stage One Fire Restrictions went into effect this morning for both the Salmon-Challis National Forest and BLM lands. 

Resources:  9 20-Person Crews, 30 Engines, 5 Dozers, 8 Water Tenders, 3 Helicopters and 472 Total Personnel  

Please check the Rabbit Foot Fire on Inciweb or the US Salmon-Challis National Forest Facebook page for updated 
information, the latest maps and photos.   

Next update scheduled for 10 A. M. tomorrow 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/


Rabbit Foot Fire 
Fact Sheet Update 

August 12, 2018 – 8 A.M. 

Inciweb address Information:  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Current Fire Information: 208-879-1243 E-Mail address:  RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com
Start Date: August 2, 2018 Cause: Lightning Fuels: Timber with shrub understory, Grass/brush 
Acres: 10, 015     Percent Contained: 0%    Total number of personnel: 472 

WEATHER:  RED FLAG WARNING IN EFFECT TODAY THROUGH SUNDAY.  Critical to extreme weather 
conditions continue today, and a cold front will bring wind gusts of up to 35 mph.  It will be sunny after the front passage 
with southwesterly winds of 15-25 mph.  Very active fire behavior is expected today, with Subalpine Fir stands 
supporting crown runs, and fire spotting up to a half mile.  Temperatures over the fire are forecast to be 79 to 86 today, 
with humidity ranging from 12 to 17 percent.  Smoke from California fires will add to smoke from Idaho fires today.     

Yesterday’s events can be summed up by saying the fire was active almost everywhere, growing by over 3000 
acres.  Active burning under RED FLAG conditions started by noon yesterday, and spread north between Moyer Lake 
and Opal Lake west of Taylor Mountain and east of Panther Creek, creating a plume during the afternoon, and reaching to 
within two miles of the 2011 Salt fire area.  The fire was also very active west of the Morgan Creek Summit. 

On the north, the blaze chugged across almost 2000 acres, with much of the fuel being standing timber, resulting in crown 
fire runs and frequent torching of individual trees or groups of trees.  Burn activity also increased just west and southwest 
of the Morgan Creek summit, burning east toward the 055 road, and along the 055 road northwest of the summit.  The 
Snotel site near the Morgan Summit Road was successfully protected.  The fire expanded in several small areas on the 
perimeter of the fire.  Afternoon cloud cover Saturday helped limit some spread, with virga generating brief, ineffective 
rain across the area and updrafts pushing fire in some areas in different directions. Burning remained active overnight.  

Today’s Plan: Work to constrain the fire on the east and west continues with line being constructed to tie into the 2011 
Salt fire on the north and the 2007 Van Horn fire on the south.  Crews are also installing hose and sprinkler systems and 
removing hazard trees to protect subdivisions, ranches, and historic buildings and resources, several miles from the active 
fire as a precaution.  Three helicopters will support suppression efforts, as allowed by smoke and expected gusty 
conditions:  helicopters can safely work in up to 30 mph winds, depending on gusts.  

Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) for non-incident aircraft including drones remain in effect. Pilots see NOTAM 
#8/6037.   

Stage One Fire Restrictions are in effect on the Salmon-Challis National Forest and BLM lands.  Fire related 
road/area/trail/campground closure orders are now in effect.  For more information go to Inciweb or the Salmon-Challis 
Facebook page. (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/)  

Resources:  9 20-Person Crews, 30 Engines, 5 Dozers, 8 Water Tenders, 3 Helicopters, and 472 Total Personnel 

Please check the Rabbit Foot Fire on Inciweb or the US Salmon-Challis National Forest Facebook page for updated 
information, the latest maps and photos.   

Next update scheduled for 8 P. M. tonight 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/


Rabbit Foot Fire 
Fact Sheet Update 

August 12, 2018 – 10 P.M. 

Inciweb address Information:  https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Current Fire Information: 208-879-1243 E-Mail address:  RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com
Start Date: August 2, 2018 Cause: Lightning Fuels: Timber with shrub understory, Grass/brush 
Acres: 10,015     Percent Contained: 0%    Total number of personnel: 502 

What Happened Today: The fire made significant growth, overrunning planned control lines and forcing firefighters to 
retreat to a safer location. A strong, dry, cold front fanned high winds bringing gusts of 35 mph to the fireline which led to 
extreme fire behavior. The rough, steep terrain is riddled with dead standing trees or snags. This fuel type supported 
crowns runs and spotting from ridge to ridge.  

WEATHER: As predicted, a dry cold front moved through and brought sustained winds of 18 mph with gusts up to 35 
mph. With clearer skies the solar intensity increased pre heating the fuels. With temperatures 79 to 86 degrees at the fire 
and humidity ranging from 12 to 17 percent the fire had the upper hand.       

Just like yesterday, today’s events can be summed up by saying the fire was active just about everywhere. The fire 
spread north between Moyer Lake and Opal Lake west of Taylor Mountain and east of Panther Creek, creating a large 
plume visible for miles. The fire burned north towards the 2011 Salt Fire as well as south towards the Van Horn Fire 
burned area.  The fire was also very active west of the Morgan Creek Summit. 

Work to constrain the fire on the east and west continued with line being constructed to tie into the 2011 Salt fire on the 
north and the 2007 Van Horn Fire on the south.  Crews are removing hazard trees, installing hose and sprinkler systems to 
help protect subdivisions, ranches, historic buildings and resources up to several miles from the active fire as a precaution.  
Three helicopters supported suppression efforts, as allowed by smoke and expected gusty conditions. Helicopters can 
safely work in up to 30 mph winds, depending on gusts.  

Over 200 firefighters that are assigned to the southern and eastern portions of the fire will be returning to base camp 
tonight in Challis.  

Taiga Rohrer’s Great Basin type two Incident Management Team will be transferring command tomorrow morning at 6 
A.M. Tony Demaster’s type one Great Basin Incident Management Team will assume command of the fire. Due to the
extreme fire behavior and complexity of the incident the decision was made to upgrade the level of management to a type
one team, as the type two team has timed out.

Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) for non-incident aircraft including drones remain in effect. Pilots see NOTAM 
#8/6037.   

Stage One Fire Restrictions are in effect on the Salmon-Challis National Forest and Bureau of Land Management as well 
State. Fire related road/area/trail/campground closure orders are now in effect.  For more information go to Inciweb or the 
Salmon-Challis Facebook page. (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/)  

Resources:  8 20-Person Crews, 30 Engines, 5 Dozers, 8 Water Tenders, 4 Helicopters, and 502 Total Personnel 

Please check the Rabbit Foot Fire on Inciweb or the US Salmon-Challis National Forest Facebook page for updated 
information, the latest maps and photos.   

Next update scheduled for 10 A.M Tomorrow Morning 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/



