
Black Hills National Forest Advisory Board (NFAB) Public Opinion Poll 
 
The Black Hills National Forest Advisory Board (NFAB) - a citizen's group that provides advice to 
the Black Hills National Forest on resource related issues - is evaluating the current non-
motorized trail system and desired user experiences on the Black Hills National Forest. NFAB 
would like input from non-motorized trail users to help us understand desired experiences. 
This survey will take you less than 10 minutes to complete, primarily focusing on your most 
preferred non-motorized activity. Thank you for taking time to participate in this survey. 
 

1. What is your zip code? 
 
2. How far (in miles) do you typically drive to a location before beginning your non-motorized activity? 

 
3. What is the furthest (in miles) you are willing to drive before beginning your non-motorized trail 

activity? 
 
4. Do you participate in summer trail based activities?  Yes        No 

 

Summer Non-Motorized Trail Activities 
5. What is your preferred use of summer non-motorized trails? Please select only one in the Preferred and 

Second Preferred columns. 
 

 
Preferred 

Second 
Preferred 

Participate 
Occasionally 

Do Not Participate 
or Not Applicable 

Hike/Walk     

Run     

Mountain Bike     

Horseback     

Other     
 

 

Do You Prefer - Hike/Walk 
6. Is your most preferred activity to Hike/Walk?   Yes  No 

 

Hike/Walk 
7.  How many days a month do you participate in your preferred activity? 

 
0 - 2     3 - 5   6 - 12  12+ 

 
8. How many hours do you spend in a typical outing, when participating in your preferred activity? 

 
   0 - 1  2 - 4  4 - 8  8+ 
 
9. How many miles do you travel on a typical outing, when participating in your preferred activity? 

  0 – 5  6 -10  11 – 15  16 – 20  20+ 
  



10. Which of the trail types do you prefer? Please select only one in the Preferred and Second Preferred 
columns. 

 

 
Preferred 

Second 
Preferred Enjoy It 

Do Not Enjoy It or 
Not Applicable 

Linear     

Point of 
Interest/Destination 

    

Loop     

Cross-Country     

No Preference     

Other     
 
 

11.  What factors do you enjoy as part of your trail based experience? Please select only one in the 
Preferred and Second Preferred columns. 

 

 

Preferred 
Second 

Preferred Enjoy It 

Do Not Particularly 
Enjoy It or Not 

Applicable 

Length in Time or Miles     

Trail Type  
(i.e. linear, destination, 
etc.)  

    

Degree of Challenge     

Proximity to Community     

Degree of Solitude     

Overall Experience As 
Measured by Natural 
Features (i.e., waterfalls, 
overlooks, etc.) 

    

Overall Experience As 
Measured by Trail 
Features (i.e. rocky, steep, 
flat, etc.) 

    

No Preference     

Other     

 
12. In your opinion, is your trail based activity compatible with any of the following? Please select all that 

you feel are compatible. 
 

Hike     Walk     Run     Mountain Bike     Horseback     Motorcycles     ATV/UTV     Other 
 
 
13. Is the Black Hills area meeting your non-motorized trail based expectations? Please provide additional 

text to explain your answer. 
 

Strongly Agree        Agree        Neutral        Disagree        Strongly Disagree 
 



Do You Prefer – Run 

14. Is your most preferred activity to Run?  Yes   No 
 

Run 
15. How many days a month do you participate in your preferred activity? 

 
0 - 2     3 - 5   6 - 12  12+ 

 
16. How many hours do you spend in a typical outing, when participating in your preferred activity? 
 

0 - 1  2 - 4  4 - 8  8+ 
 
 
17. How many miles do you travel on a typical outing, when participating in your preferred activity? 
 

0 – 5  6 -10  11 – 15  16 – 20  20+ 
 
18. Which of the trail types do you prefer? Please select only one in the Preferred and    

     Second Preferred columns. 
 

 
Preferred 

Second 
Preferred Enjoy It 

Do Not Enjoy It or 
Not Applicable 

Linear     

Point of 
Interest/Destination 

    

Loop     

Cross-Country     

No Preference     

Other     

 
19. What factors do you enjoy as part of your trail based experience? Please select only  

           one in the Preferred and Second Preferred columns. 
 

 

Preferred 
Second 

Preferred Enjoy It 

Do Not Particularly 
Enjoy It or Not 

Applicable 

Length in Time or Miles     

Trail Type  
(i.e. linear, destination, 
etc.)  

    

Degree of Challenge     

Proximity to Community     

Degree of Solitude     

Overall Experience As 
Measured by Natural 
Features (i.e., waterfalls, 
overlooks, etc.) 

    



Overall Experience As 
Measured by Trail 
Features (i.e. rocky, steep, 
flat, etc.) 

    

No Preference     

Other     

 
20. In your opinion, is your trail based activity compatible with any of the following? Please select all that 

you feel are compatible. 
 

Hike     Walk     Run     Mountain Bike     Horseback     Motorcycles     ATV/UTV     Other 
 

21. Is the Black Hills area meeting your non-motorized trail based expectations? Please provide additional 
text to explain your answer.  

 
Strongly Agree        Agree        Neutral        Disagree        Strongly Disagree 

 

Do You Prefer - Mountain Bike 
22. Is your most preferred activity to Mountain Bike?  Yes  No 

 
Mountain Bike 
23. How many days a month do you participate in your preferred activity? 

 
0 - 2     3 - 5   6 - 12  12+ 

 
24. How many hours do you spend in a typical outing, when participating in your preferred activity? 

 
0 - 1  2 - 4  4 - 8  8+ 

 
25. How many miles do you travel on a typical outing, when participating in your preferred activity? 

 
0 – 5  6 -10  11 – 15  16 – 20  20+ 

 
26. Which of the trail types do you prefer? Please select only one in the Preferred and Second Preferred 

columns. 
 

 
Preferred 

Second 
Preferred Enjoy It 

Do Not Enjoy It or 
Not Applicable 

Linear     

Point of 
Interest/Destination 

    

Loop     

Cross-Country     

No Preference     

Other     



 
27. What factors do you enjoy as part of your trail based experience? Please select only one in the 

Preferred and Second Preferred columns. 
 

 

Preferred 
Second 

Preferred Enjoy It 

Do Not Particularly 
Enjoy It or Not 

Applicable 

Length in Time or Miles     

Trail Type  
(i.e. linear, destination, 
etc.)  

    

Degree of Challenge     

Proximity to Community     

Degree of Solitude     

Overall Experience As 
Measured by Natural 
Features (i.e., waterfalls, 
overlooks, etc.) 

    

Overall Experience As 
Measured by Trail 
Features (i.e. rocky, steep, 
flat, etc.) 

    

No Preference     

Other     

 
28. In your opinion, is your trail based activity compatible with any of the following? Please select all that 

you feel are compatible. 
 

Hike     Walk     Run     Mountain Bike     Horseback     Motorcycles     ATV/UTV     Other 
 
 

29. Is the Black Hills area meeting your non-motorized trail based expectations? Please provide additional 
text to explain your answer. 

 

Strongly Agree        Agree        Neutral        Disagree        Strongly Disagree 
 

Do You Prefer - Horseback Riding 
30.  Is your most preferred activity to Horseback Riding?  Yes  No 

 
Horseback Riding 
31. How many days a month do you participate in your preferred activity? 

 
0 - 2     3 - 5   6 - 12  12+ 

 
32. How many hours do you spend in a typical outing, when participating in your preferred activity? 

 
0 - 1  2 - 4  4 - 8  8+ 



 
33. How many miles do you travel on a typical outing, when participating in your preferred activity? 

 
0 – 5  6 -10  11 – 15  16 – 20  20+ 

 
34. Which of the trail types do you prefer? Please select only one in the Preferred and Second Preferred 

columns. 
 

 
Preferred 

Second 
Preferred Enjoy It 

Do Not Enjoy It or 
Not Applicable 

Linear     

Point of 
Interest/Destination 

    

Loop     

Cross-Country     

No Preference     

Other     

 
35. What factors do you enjoy as part of your trail based experience? Please select only one in the 

Preferred and Second Preferred columns. 
 

 

Preferred 
Second 

Preferred Enjoy It 

Do Not Particularly 
Enjoy It or Not 

Applicable 

Length in Time or Miles     

Trail Type  
(i.e. linear, destination, 
etc.)  

    

Degree of Challenge     

Proximity to Community     

Degree of Solitude     

Overall Experience As 
Measured by Natural 
Features (i.e., waterfalls, 
overlooks, etc.) 

    

Overall Experience As 
Measured by Trail 
Features (i.e. rocky, steep, 
flat, etc.) 

    

No Preference     

Other     

 
 

36. In your opinion, is your trail based activity compatible with any of the following? Please select all that 
you feel are compatible. 
 

Hike     Walk     Run     Mountain Bike     Horseback     Motorcycles     ATV/UTV     Other 



 
 

37. Is the Black Hills area meeting your non-motorized trail based expectations? Please provide additional 
text to explain your answer. 

 

Strongly Agree        Agree        Neutral        Disagree        Strongly Disagree 
 
 

Do You Prefer - "Other" Summer 
38.  Is your most preferred activity something other than what was listed previously? 

 

"Other" Summer 
39. How many days a month do you participate in your preferred activity? 
 

0 - 2     3 - 5   6 - 12  12+ 

 
40. How many hours do you spend in a typical outing, when participating in your preferred activity? 

 
0 - 1  2 - 4  4 - 8  8+ 
 

41. How many miles do you travel on a typical outing, when participating in your preferred activity? 
 

0 – 5  6 -10  11 – 15  16 – 20  20+ 

 
42. Which of the trail types do you prefer? Please select only one in the Preferred and Second Preferred 

columns. 
 

 
Preferred 

Second 
Preferred Enjoy It 

Do Not Enjoy It or 
Not Applicable 

Linear     

Point of 
Interest/Destination 

    

Loop     

Cross-Country     

No Preference     

Other     

 
43. What factors do you enjoy as part of your trail based experience? Please select only one in the 

Preferred and Second Preferred columns. 
 

 

Preferred 
Second 

Preferred Enjoy It 

Do Not Particularly 
Enjoy It or Not 

Applicable 

Length in Time or Miles     

Trail Type  
(i.e. linear, destination, 
etc.)  

    



Degree of Challenge     

Proximity to Community     

Degree of Solitude     

Overall Experience As 
Measured by Natural 
Features (i.e., waterfalls, 
overlooks, etc.) 

    

Overall Experience As 
Measured by Trail 
Features (i.e. rocky, steep, 
flat, etc.) 

    

No Preference     

Other     

 
 

44. In your opinion, is your trail based activity compatible with any of the following? Please select all that 
you feel are compatible. 
 

Hike     Walk     Run     Mountain Bike     Horseback     Motorcycles     ATV/UTV     Other 
 
 

45. Is the Black Hills area meeting your non-motorized trail based expectations? Please provide additional 
text to explain your answer. 

 

Strongly Agree        Agree        Neutral        Disagree        Strongly Disagree 
 
 

Finding Your Trail 

46. How easy is it for you to find and follow the trails? Please provide additional text to explain your 
answer.  
 

Very Easy        Easy        Neutral         Difficult        Very Difficult 
 
47. What is your preferred method to find a trail? Please select only one in the Preferred and Second 

Preferred columns. 
 

 Preferred Second Preferred Use It Do Not use 

Maps (Electronic)     

Smartphone App     

Websites     

Maps (Paper)     

Trail Guides  
(ex. Books or 
Newpaper Articles) 

    

Signing     

Word of Mouth     

Other     

 



Club/Organization 
48. Do you belong to a club/organization related to your preferred activity? Yes No 

 
49. Does your club/organization participate in trail based volunteer projects?  

 
  Yes  No  I do not know  Not Applicable 

 
50. Have you or would you consider volunteering in trail based projects?  

 
Yes  No  Maybe 

 
Do you participate in Over Snow 
51. Do you participate in over snow activities?  Yes  No 

 

Over Snow Non-Motorized Trail Activities 
52. What is your preferred use of over snow non-motorized trails? Please select only one in the Preferred 

and Second Preferred columns. 
 

 
Preferred 

Second 
Preferred 

Participate 
Occasionally 

Do Not Participate 
or Not Applicable 

Cross Country Ski     

Snowshoe     

Fat Tire Bike     

Hike/Walk     

Other     

 
 

Do You Prefer - Cross Country Ski 
53. Is your most preferred activity to Cross Country Ski? Yes  No 

 

Cross Country Ski 
54. How many days a month do you participate in your preferred activity? 
 

   0 - 2     3 - 5   6 - 12  12+ 
 

55. How many hours do you spend in a typical outing, when participating in your preferred activity? 
 

         0 - 1  2 - 4  4 - 8  8+ 
 
56. How many miles do you travel on a typical outing, when participating in your preferred activity? 

  0 – 5  6 -10  11 – 15  16 – 20  20+ 
  

57. Which of the trail types do you prefer? Please select only one in the Preferred and Second Preferred 
columns. 
 

 
Preferred 

Second 
Preferred Enjoy It 

Do Not Enjoy It or 
Not Applicable 



Linear     

Point of 
Interest/Destination 

    

Loop     

Cross-Country     

No Preference     

Other     

 
58. What factors do you enjoy as part of your trail based experience? Please select only one in the 

Preferred and Second Preferred columns. 
 

 

Preferred 
Second 

Preferred Enjoy It 

Do Not Particularly 
Enjoy It or Not 

Applicable 

Length in Time or Miles     

Trail Type  
(i.e. linear, destination, 
etc.)  

    

Degree of Challenge     

Proximity to Community     

Degree of Solitude     

Overall Experience As 
Measured by Natural 
Features (i.e., waterfalls, 
overlooks, etc.) 

    

Overall Experience As 
Measured by Trail 
Features (i.e. overlooks, 
rock outcrops, etc.) 

    

No Preference     

Other     

 
 

59. In your opinion, is your trail based activity compatible with any of the following? Please select all that 
you feel are compatible. 
 

Cross Country Ski     Snow Shoe     Fat Tire Bike     Hike/Walk     Snowmobile     Other 
 

60. Is the Black Hills area meeting your non-motorized trail based expectations? Please provide additional 
text to explain your answer. 

 

Strongly Agree        Agree        Neutral        Disagree        Strongly Disagree 
 
 

Do You Prefer - Snowshoe 
61. Is your most preferred activity to Cross Country Ski? Yes  No 

 

  



Snowshoe 
62. How many days a month do you participate in your preferred activity? 
 

   0 - 2     3 - 5   6 - 12  12+ 
 

63. How many hours do you spend in a typical outing, when participating in your preferred activity? 
 

         0 - 1  2 - 4  4 - 8  8+ 
 
64. How many miles do you travel on a typical outing, when participating in your preferred activity? 

  0 – 5  6 -10  11 – 15  16 – 20  20+ 
  

65. Which of the trail types do you prefer? Please select only one in the Preferred and Second Preferred 
columns. 
 

 
Preferred 

Second 
Preferred Enjoy It 

Do Not Enjoy It or 
Not Applicable 

Linear     

Point of 
Interest/Destination 

    

Loop     

Cross-Country     

No Preference     

Other     

 
66. What factors do you enjoy as part of your trail based experience? Please select only one in the 

Preferred and Second Preferred columns. 
 

 

Preferred 
Second 

Preferred Enjoy It 

Do Not Particularly 
Enjoy It or Not 

Applicable 

Length in Time or Miles     

Trail Type  
(i.e. linear, destination, 
etc.)  

    

Degree of Challenge     

Proximity to Community     

Degree of Solitude     

Overall Experience As 
Measured by Natural 
Features (i.e., waterfalls, 
overlooks, etc.) 

    

Overall Experience As 
Measured by Trail 
Features (i.e. overlooks, 
rock outcrops, etc.) 

    

No Preference     

Other     



 
67. In your opinion, is your trail based activity compatible with any of the following? Please select all that 

you feel are compatible. 
 

Cross Country Ski     Snow Shoe     Fat Tire Bike     Hike/Walk     Snowmobile     Other 
 

68. Is the Black Hills area meeting your non-motorized trail based expectations? Please provide additional 
text to explain your answer. 

 

Strongly Agree        Agree        Neutral        Disagree        Strongly Disagree 
 

Do You Prefer - Fat Tire Bike 
69.  Is your most preferred activity to Fat Tire Bike? Yes  No 

 

Fat Tire Bike 
70. How many days a month do you participate in your preferred activity? 
 

   0 - 2     3 - 5   6 - 12  12+ 
 
71. How many hours do you spend in a typical outing, when participating in your preferred activity? 
 

         0 - 1  2 - 4  4 - 8  8+ 
 

72. How many miles do you travel on a typical outing, when participating in your preferred activity? 
  0 – 5  6 -10  11 – 15  16 – 20  20+ 
  
73. Which of the trail types do you prefer? Please select only one in the Preferred and Second Preferred 

columns. 
 

 
Preferred 

Second 
Preferred Enjoy It 

Do Not Enjoy It or 
Not Applicable 

Linear     

Point of 
Interest/Destination 

    

Loop     

Cross-Country     

No Preference     

Other     

 
  



 
74. What factors do you enjoy as part of your trail based experience? Please select only one in the 

Preferred and Second Preferred columns. 
 

 

Preferred 
Second 

Preferred Enjoy It 

Do Not Particularly 
Enjoy It or Not 

Applicable 

Length in Time or Miles     

Trail Type  
(i.e. linear, destination, 
etc.)  

    

Degree of Challenge     

Proximity to Community     

Degree of Solitude     

Overall Experience As 
Measured by Natural 
Features (i.e., waterfalls, 
overlooks, etc.) 

    

Overall Experience As 
Measured by Trail 
Features (i.e. overlooks, 
rock outcrops, etc.) 

    

No Preference     

Other     

 
75. In your opinion, is your trail based activity compatible with any of the following? Please select all that 

you feel are compatible. 
 
Cross Country Ski     Snow Shoe     Fat Tire Bike     Hike/Walk     Snowmobile     Other 
 

76. Is the Black Hills area meeting your non-motorized trail based expectations? Please provide additional 
text to explain your answer. 

 

Strongly Agree        Agree        Neutral        Disagree        Strongly Disagree 
 

Do You Prefer – Hike/Walk 
77.  Is your most preferred activity to Hike/Walk? Yes  No 

 

Hike/Walk 
78. How many days a month do you participate in your preferred activity? 
 

   0 - 2     3 - 5   6 - 12  12+ 
 
79. How many hours do you spend in a typical outing, when participating in your preferred activity? 
 

         0 - 1  2 - 4  4 - 8  8+ 
  



 
80. How many miles do you travel on a typical outing, when participating in your preferred activity? 

  0 – 5  6 -10  11 – 15  16 – 20  20+ 
  

81. Which of the trail types do you prefer? Please select only one in the Preferred and Second Preferred 
columns. 
 

 
Preferred 

Second 
Preferred Enjoy It 

Do Not Enjoy It or 
Not Applicable 

Linear     

Point of 
Interest/Destination 

    

Loop     

Cross-Country     

No Preference     

Other     

 
82. What factors do you enjoy as part of your trail based experience? Please select only one in the 

Preferred and Second Preferred columns. 
 

 

Preferred 
Second 

Preferred Enjoy It 

Do Not Particularly 
Enjoy It or Not 

Applicable 

Length in Time or Miles     

Trail Type  
(i.e. linear, destination, 
etc.)  

    

Degree of Challenge     

Proximity to Community     

Degree of Solitude     

Overall Experience As 
Measured by Natural 
Features (i.e., waterfalls, 
overlooks, etc.) 

    

Overall Experience As 
Measured by Trail 
Features (i.e. overlooks, 
rock outcrops, etc.) 

    

No Preference     

Other     

 
83. In your opinion, is your trail based activity compatible with any of the following? Please select all that 

you feel are compatible. 
 

Cross Country Ski     Snow Shoe     Fat Tire Bike     Hike/Walk     Snowmobile     Other 
  



 
84. Is the Black Hills area meeting your non-motorized trail based expectations? Please provide additional 

text to explain your answer. 
 

Strongly Agree        Agree        Neutral        Disagree        Strongly Disagree 
 

Do You Prefer – “Other” Over Snow 
85.  Is your most preferred activity to Hike/Walk? Yes  No 

 

“Other” Over Snow 
86. How many days a month do you participate in your preferred activity? 
 

    0 - 2     3 - 5   6 - 12  12+ 
 

87. How many hours do you spend in a typical outing, when participating in your preferred activity? 
 
          0 - 1  2 - 4  4 - 8  8+ 
 
88. How many miles do you travel on a typical outing, when participating in your preferred activity? 

   0 - 5  6 - 10  11 - 15  16 - 20  20+ 
  

89. Which of the trail types do you prefer? Please select only one in the Preferred and Second Preferred 
columns. 
 

 
Preferred 

Second 
Preferred Enjoy It 

Do Not Enjoy It or 
Not Applicable 

Linear     

Point of 
Interest/Destination 

    

Loop     

Cross-Country     

No Preference     

Other     

 
90. What factors do you enjoy as part of your trail based experience? Please select only one in the 

Preferred and Second Preferred columns. 
 

 

Preferred 
Second 

Preferred Enjoy It 

Do Not Particularly 
Enjoy It or Not 

Applicable 

Length in Time or Miles     

Trail Type  
(i.e. linear, destination, 
etc.)  

    

Degree of Challenge     

Proximity to Community     

Degree of Solitude     



Overall Experience As 
Measured by Natural 
Features (i.e., waterfalls, 
overlooks, etc.) 

    

Overall Experience As 
Measured by Trail 
Features (i.e. overlooks, 
rock outcrops, etc.) 

    

No Preference     

Other     

 
91. In your opinion, is your trail based activity compatible with any of the following? Please select all that 

you feel are compatible. 
 
Cross Country Ski     Snow Shoe     Fat Tire Bike     Hike/Walk     Snowmobile     Other 
 

92. Is the Black Hills area meeting your non-motorized trail based expectations? Please provide additional 
text to explain your answer. 

 

Strongly Agree        Agree        Neutral        Disagree        Strongly Disagree 
 

Finding Your Trail 

93. How easy is it for you to find and follow the trails? Please provide additional text to explain your 
answer.  
 

Very Easy        Easy        Neutral         Difficult        Very Difficult 
 

94. What is your preferred method to find a trail? Please select only one in the Preferred and Second 
Preferred columns. 

 

 Preferred Second Preferred Use It Do Not use 

Maps (Electronic)     

Smartphone App     

Websites     

Maps (Paper)     

Trail Guides      

Signing     

Word of Mouth     

Other     

 

Club/Organization 
95. Do you belong to a club/organization related to your preferred activity? Yes No 

 
96. Does your club/organization participate in trail based volunteer projects?  

 
  Yes  No  I do not know  Not Applicable 

  



 
97. Have you or would you consider volunteering in trail based projects?  

 
Yes  No  Maybe 

 

In Conclusion 
98. Is there anything you would like to elaborate on or add that may not have been included? 

 


