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Inside Pages: Smoke from fires further south fills the sky on the Willamette National Forest.

Cover : Smokey Bear directs a South Zone Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie Fire Engine on which 
way to go during an Every Kid in a Park event.
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Growing up, the people in the Forest Service trucks were always the good guys.  They were 
the people that fought fire and who worked with Smokey Bear, and they were they people 
that that I was always supposed to look for if I ever got lost in the woods.  

Later, when I got a job on a timber crew, I learned to love our trucks in a whole new light, 
and for me there was no greater sight than seeing our comfortable Forest Service truck 
after a long day of painting trees and cruising timber.

We used our Forest Service trucks, and we loved our Forest Service trucks, and when we 
were done with them we put them up for auction.  And to this day you’ll continue to find 
our Forest Service trucks in almost every small town and community that has or has ever 
had a Ranger Station.  

The Forest Service truck is like a uniform, and for over a century it has helped to define 
who we are, both to the public and ourselves.  It’s a big part of how we show up, and it’s 
a testament to our long standing commitment of attaining, and maintaining, the greatest 
good.

some words
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Long a part of storied Forest Service tradition, Fire Lookouts, while not as plentiful as they used to be, 
still work to keep watch on the peaks and high points of our pacific northwest forests.  At one point 
the Middle Fork Ranger District of the Willamette National Forest had a staffed Fire Lookout every 
ten miles, but as aerial patrols became more readily available things began to change, and currently the 
District is down to their last two staffed fire lookouts at Huckleberry and Warner Mountains. 

The first Forest Service lookout on Huckleberry was built in 1918, and twenty years later workers from 
the Oakridge, Oregon area Civilian Conservation Corps worked to replace it with a kit that could be 
bundled and delivered by mule train during the following summer.  

living the shield:

FIRE LOOKOUTS
Kathryn Dawson; Editor, Pacific Northwest Region



In 1939 the current structure at Huckleberry 
Mountain was finished and the lookout went into 
service, watching over the forested areas and keeping 
thousands of people in the communities of Oakridge 
and Westfir safe from the threat of an unspotted 
wildfire.  

But lookouts don’t work without people, and for the 
last six years Cathie Barber has been serving as our 
“eyes in the sky” as the Fire Lookout on Huckleberry 
Mountain.

She was there in 2013 when the Deception Fire 
roared toward Westfir and caused the District Office 
to evacuate, and this summer she’s there to keep an 
eye out for fires and to help out the Middle Fork 
Ranger District’s new Fire Prevention Technician, 
Eric Moore.

Managing both lookouts at Huckleberry and 
Warner Mountains, Eric is fully aware of the unique 
advantages that only having a Fire Lookout on staff 
can provide.

“It’s nice to have someone in the tower talking to the 
people on the ground,” Eric said.  “If we’re nearby, we 
can flash the tower and they can say ‘I know where 
you are, and you need to go up to this area, you’re 
getting closer.’

“Drones have a flight time of 30 minutes, with 
cameras you have no depth perception...” Eric 
explained.  “Everything like that fails.”

“But if you staff someone at a Lookout with a 70 year 
old Fire Finder, they’re going to find that fire.”

Left: 
Eric Moore checks in with Middle Fork Ranger District 
Fire Lookout Cathie Barber at the Willamette National 
Forest’s Huckleberry Lookout.

Right: 
The Warner Mountain Lookout, an active and staffed 
lookout during the Willamette’s busy fire season, is 
available as a nightly rental through the winter.



In addition to the Fire Lookouts, the 
patrol planes do a pretty good job of 
finding fires, but with smoke, weather 
and limited resources they’re not 
always available or able to fly.

“I’m sure it’s quite expensive, to put 
them up in the air,” Cathie said, gazing 
into the distance while she scanned 
the horizon.  “But you know, they 
always find all of the fires... unless it’s 
in the early morning or at night.

It’s at those times, when the patrol 
planes can’t fly, when it really pays

Top to bottom: 
1) Huckleberry Lookout, built in 
1939, was restored by volunteers 
with the Sand Mountain Society 
in 1991; 2) Huckleberry’s sleeping 
quarters have views that go for 
miles; 3) Cathie Barber smiles 
while Eric Moore takes a wind 
speed measurement.



Above: Looking west toward 
the Deschutes National Forest 
from the top of Huckleberry 
Mountain.

Right: Looking down the 
wrong end of the Warner 
Mountain Osborne Fire Finder 
shows the crosshair used 
when trying to determine the 
elevation of a new fire.

to have a Fire Lookout onsite.  During 
inclement weather and through heavy 
smoke and fog our Fire Lookouts are 
able to stay on the job, so that they 
can continue to try to find the fires as 
they happen.

While Cathie watches for fire and 
lightning strikes on the North end of 
the District, first year Fire Lookout 
Michael Beck is learning to keep 
an eye on the southern end of the 
District and Forest from the top 
of the 41-foot fire tower at Warner 
Mountain.

Built in 1987, the Warner Mountain 
Lookout serves as the sentinel of 
the south Willamette as it provides 
for expansive views of not only the 
Willamette but parts of the Umpqua, 
Deschutes and Fremont-Winema 
National Forests as well.

Warner, available as a wintertime 
rental and listed on the National 
Historic Lookout Register, is a replica 
of the popular cupola design that 
was used throughout the 1920’s, and 
at the very top of the tower, located  
through a trap door, lies one of the 

Fire Lookout’s most essential tools: 
the Osborne Fire Finder.

Created in the pacific northwest by 
Forest Service employee William 
B. Osborne, the Fire Finder was 
developed in 1911 and consists of a 
round, topographic map that is able to 
spin around so that the Lookout can 
determine the azimuth, or direction, 
of the fire. By looking through a small 
hole in the vertical brass sight, the Fire 
Lookout can spin the table until the fire 
lines up in their crosshairs and use the 
circular metal ring to get the azimuth.



Above: Bob Atkins, one of the former Warner Mountain 
Fire Lookouts, teaches current Lookout Michael Beck 
how to use the Osborne Fire Finder during his first day 
on the job.

Clockwise:
1) Jared Richey, an Engineering seasonal employee for 
the Middle Fork Ranger District, stops by the tower to 
enjoy the views during his lunch break; 2) The view from 
the top of the stairs at the 41-foot tall Warner Mountain 
Lookout; 3) Bob Atkins leans against the shower stall 
that he helped build for his late wife Margaret during 
their 24 years as Fire Lookouts up at Warner Mountain.

As Warner Mountain Lookout from 1991-2015, 
Bob Atkins has a lot of first-hand experience 
with the Osborne Fire Finder and the terrain 
around Warner Mountain, including some of 
the more tricky spots.

“There’s a place down there by Indigo Springs, 
it’s kind of behind the ridge, but evidently 
there’s a little pond in there or something,” Bob 
explained. “And when we have a storm or it’s 
rained or something like that there’s always that 
little water dog coming out of there, and it’s 
fooled me on several times.”

“What it is, is like a moisture, like a fog coming 
up, and it’ll look just exactly like a smoke, but it’s 
not,” Bob continued.  “Keep an eye on it and see 
if it stays in one spot or if it disappears... because 
you don’t have to report water dogs.”





Left: With a passion for art, Michael Beck 
displays some of his previous works as he 
plans to decorate his new summertime 
home in the Warner Mountain Lookout 
tower.

Below: Eric Moore and Bob Atkins smile 
as they survey the grounds at the bottom 
of the Lookout tower.

Whether they’re focused on finding fires, taking 
weather readings or acting as ambassadors to our 
visitors and children, Forest Service Fire Lookouts 
like Bob, Michael and Cathie provide a most essential 
service to the American people and are truly living 
the shield as they keep an eye out for fires and the 
greatest good.



Clockwise: 1) Even on a smoky day you can still 
see for miles from the top of Warner Mountain 
Lookout; 2) The view through the trapdoor at the 
top of the cupola reveals Bob Atkins checking up 
on the wireless weather station; 3) A radio cheat 
sheet sits next to some spare batteries, a radio 
and a pair of binoculars - essential tools for a 
successful Forest Service Fire Lookout.



Reaching out to fourth grade students from several elementary schools throughout the metropolitan Seattle area, 
Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest employees hosted 147 kids for a fun-filled day of adventure during an 
outdoor education event outside of Enumclaw, Washington.  

Gathering at an old-growth campground adjacent to the White River, students spent the day engaged in various 
activities where, through skits, they learned about Leave No Trace principles from local Forest Service rangers.  
With a botanist they learned to identify three different forms of Pacific Northwest lichen, and the kids played 
games with a wildlife biologist where they learned about the five different kinds of Pacific Northwest salmon and 
the migration journey they take to their ocean spawning grounds.

working to get

EVERY KID IN A PARK
Colton Whitworth; Public Affairs Specialist, Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie NF



Far Left: Timber Sale 
Administrator Rick Stumpf 
hands out information cards 
about forestry practices.

Top to bottom: 1) Students listen 
as front country rangers role play 
as they learn about “Leave No 
Trace”; 2) A group photo of the 
4th Graders after a long day in the 
forest; 3) Botanist Rylan Sprague 
and Youth and Community 
Engagement Coordinator Tessa 
Rough discuss lichen with the 
students.



Students then take that knowledge 
out to the arena, where for the first 
time they learn to approach and catch 
their animals before proceeding to 
halter, lead and tie stock with various 
quick release knots and hitches.

Before riding, the animals are 
thoroughly brushed and inspected, 
and extra care is given to remove any 
burrs or sharp objects that might 
aggravate when stuck under a saddle. 

Clockwise: 1) Ross Avichouser, 
firefighter, shows how to properly 
put out a camp fire; 2) Trails 
worker Adam Larson talks about 
non-mechanized tools and the 
Wilderness; 3) Retired Wildlife 
Biologist Sonny Paz takes time to 
teach students about the life cycle 
of salmon.

Wildland firefighters educated students on campfire safety, fire engines and 
other wildland firefighting equipment, and trail crew members conducted 
demonstrations on backcountry trail work with the specialized tools that 
are used within our non-motorized Wilderness Areas.  

Foresters showed students large old-growth logs and taught about forest 
ecology and the role that the Forest Service plays in restoration and timber 
harvesting, and last but not least the kids were able to meet and interact 
with Woodsy Owl and a very active Smokey Bear.

Around ten Forest Service employees participated in the event, and 
thanks to the hard work and dedication of 22 volunteers and four youth 
employment interns, each and every student went home with an Every Kid 
in the Park pass, which will let them come back and access federal public 
lands through the end of August for free.   



To provide cushioning for both rider 
and horse a saddle blanket is placed 
on the withers, or ridge between the 
shoulder blades, where it is then slid 
backwards to rest comfortably in the 
middle of the back.

Then it’s time to saddle up; starting 
in the front the latigo, or cinch strap, 
goes underneath the horse and once 
tightened helps keep the saddle snug 
and in place.  The rear cinch strap 

gets buckled in the same manner, and 
last but not least the breast collar is 
attached.  

Before hopping into the saddle each 
rider learns to inspect everything 
diligently, making sure the saddle 
is comfortably attached both for 
themselves and their horse.  The latigo 
is tightened one last time, and now 
that the saddle is secure the horse is 
ready to be ridden.  

To mount up a rider approaches on 
the horse’s left side and, holding the 
reins in their left hand grabs the horn 
of the saddle.  The right hand holds 
onto the cantle, or back of the saddle, 
and the left foot is placed in the stirrup.

The rider then stands up straight 
and, once balanced and standing in 
the stirrup, finishes the maneuver by 
swinging their right leg up and over 
and into the other stirrup.

Above: Students get a hands on 
demonstration of how to use a 
cross-cut saw with Smokey Bear.

Right: An energetic Smokey greets 
students and teachers at the 
Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National 
Forest’s Every Kid in the Park event 
at the Dalles Campground.



Heidi Scott returned to Central Oregon in June after spending five months in Puerto Rico helping the El Yunque 
National Forest rebuild infrastructure following the devastation of Hurricane Maria.  Scott, who is the Lands 
& Recreation Special Use Administrator for Ochoco National Forest, served as the El Yunque’s first recreation 
planner, helping to develop a forest recreation and interpretation plan and strengthen connections to surrounding 
communities.

Hurricane Maria, which made landfall in September 2017, is regarded as the worst natural disaster on record to 
affect Puerto Rico.  The Category 4 hurricane toppled trees and destroyed bridges and structures all across the 
island, and in its aftermath several million Puerto Ricans were left without power, water or cell service.

ochoco employee 

SUPPORTS EL YUNQUE  
Patrick Lair; Public Affairs Officer, Ochoco National Forest and Crooked River National Grassland



When she first arrived on the island in 
January there were around 500 contractors 
and an incident management team working 
to clear debris from roads and trails just to 
allow workers back into the National Forest. 

“Most workers were housed in a hotel on the 
beach with a generator for electricity and no 
running water,” Scott said.  “The local power 
grid did not come back up until May.”

During her detail, Scott helped to reestablish 
recreation infrastructure, lay plans for new 
recreation opportunities, and assisted the 
Forest in finalizing a new Forest Plan. One 
example of the kind of work she did is a 
project that helped to reestablish visitor 
services. The hurricane rendered the existing 
visitor center, El Portal Rainforest Center, 
uninhabitable and under construction for 
the next couple years. Scott helped the 
Forest revitalize an old ranger station into 
a new visitor center and install a series of 
kiosks, called “portalitos,” in surrounding 
communities to bring the visitor’s center out 
to them.

“One of the best parts of the detail was 
experiencing a National Forest so different 
from the other forests in North America,” 
she said.  “Keeping an eye out for the West 
Indian Mongoose in the field was a standard 
precaution (because they can carry rabies) 
and it was not uncommon to encounter the 
Puerto Rican Boa in the forest.”

Scott said she enjoyed her time spent 
experiencing life in a territory of the United 
States, getting to observe the different 
government agencies and how they operate. 
She plans to return for a visit sometime 
within the next 10 years to see the results of 
all the hard work accomplished this spring. 

Left: The rebuilt boardwalk and new 
pipe that restored running water 
and flushable toilets to El Yunque 
National Forest offices and beyond.

Right: Heidi Scott at the diversion 
point where water is piped in to the 
Catalina office.



Digger

BEAR
by Jimmye Turner

Last issue’s Where in the Region photo is of the majestic Mt. Jefferson, 
a rugged and snowcapped peak located in the central cascades and 
surrounded by Wilderness on the Willamette National Forest.

The second tallest peak in Oregon, Mt. Jefferson was named for 
President Thomas Jefferson by the Lewis and Clark Expedition 
in 1806. Historically it has been known as Mt. Vancouver to 
the British and as Seekseekqua to the First Peoples and Native 
Americans of the Pacific Northwest.

Showing the northern side of the mountain, this particular 
photo was taken during the last light of sunset earlier this 
summer. It showcases just one of the many spectacular views 
that can be had when visiting the observation deck at the 
historic and world famous Timberline Lodge on Mt. Hood.

p r e v i o u s  i s s u e

For more information: https://www.timberlinelodge.com
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A picture can say a thousand words, and within every picture is a story.

From the top of every lookout to the back of every office, our workdays 
are often filled with the types of stories that could only happen with the 
USDA Forest Service.

We'd love to help you share those stories, so to make it easier we've 
simplified our submission guidlines:

While we may not be able to run everything, we'd love to see what 
you've got, so reach out and contact us today at r6update@fs.fed.us 
and let us help you share the stories that define us an agency.

1) Pictures: action shots of people, especially in uniform; use   
                     highest quality and file size available

2) People: direct quotes and permission from non-employees 

STORIES
FOR YOUR
looking
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O r e g o n  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  Q u a r t e r l y  P h o t o  C o n t e s t
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