
Rabbit Foot Fire 

Daily Update 

August 13, 2018 

QR Code 

to IW 

Fire Statistics 

Start:  August 2, 2018 

Cause:  Lightning 

Location:  22 miles north of 

Challis Idaho 

Fire Size:  15,767 acres 

Containment:  0% 

Resources: 

   Crews       8 

   Engines   30 

   Dozers      5 

   Water Tenders  8 

   Helicopters 6 

Total Personnel:  568 

Injuries (to date):  2 

Structure Destroyed: 0 

Management:  Type 1 Great 

Basin Incident Management 

Team 2 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/sal

monchallisnf/ 

Inciweb: 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incid

ent/6090/ 

Email: 

RabbitFootFire2018@gmai.co

m 

Contact #:  Rabbit Foot Fire 

Public Information  ---208-

8791243 

Summary: Great Basin Incident Management Team 2 (GBT2), Tony DeMasters, 

Incident Commander, shadowed GBT3 yesterday, gathering information and 

processes in preparation for assuming control of the fire at 0600am August 13, 

2018. Information flow will continue in the same manner as the prior team. 

The fire made significant runs throughout yesterday especially in the southern and 

northern flanks of the fire.  This was due to the passing of dry, cold front which 

produced winds up to 35 mph fanning the flames through thick fuel and rugged 

terrain.  The northern spread of the fire was between Moyer and Opal Lakes west of 

Taylor Mountain and east of Panther Creek.  On the southern flank, the fire grew in 

the Morgan Creek area but remained west of the Morgan Creek Road.  This 

increased fire activity caused fire fighters to fall back and focus on point protection 

and construction of contingency lines. 

Planned Activities: As GBT2 takes command of the fire, a strategic reassessment 

is occurring.  This reassessment entails ensuring that actions are taken for the best 

use of limited resources in the most efficient manner and for the best outcome.  

Safety of personnel and the public is the highest priority and actions will still focus 

on point protection, structure assessment and protection, and indirect contingency 

line construction.  The public may see fire engines doing structure assessments a 

relative long distance from the fire, this is being done as a contingency measure for 

future planning 

The fire may continue to burn aggressively today and large columns of smoke will 

be visible throughout the area. 

Weather: High temperatures into the mid-80s, low relative humidity 12-15%, and 

SW winds 8-15 mph with gusts to 25 will continue to produce active fire behavior 

throughout the area. 

Closures: Stage One Fire Restrictions are in effect on the Salmon-Challis National 

Forest and Bureau of Land Management as well State. Fire related 

road/area/trail/campground closure orders are now in effect.  For more information 

go to Inciweb or the Salmon-Challis Facebook page. 

(https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/).  Closures may be expanding due to 

fire growth. 

Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFR): Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) for 

non-incident aircraft including drones remain in effect. Pilots see NOTAM #8/6037.  

https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/


Rabbit Foot Fire 

Evening Update 

August 13, 2018 

Fire Statistics 

Start:  August 2, 2018 

Cause:  Lightning 

Location:  22 miles north of 

Challis Idaho 

Fire Size:  15,767 acres 

Containment:  0% 

Resources: 

   Crews       8 

   Engines   30 

   Dozers      5 

   Water Tenders  8 

   Helicopters 6 

Total Personnel:  524 

Injuries (to date):  2 

Structure Destroyed: 0 

Management:  Type 1 Great 

Basin Incident Management 

Team 2 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/salm

onchallisnf/ 

Inciweb: 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/inciden

t/6090/ 

Email: 

RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com 

Contact #:  Rabbit Foot Fire 

Public Information 

(208) 879-1243

Summary: Great Basin Incident Management Team 2 (GBT2), Tony DeMasters, 

Incident Commander, assumed control at 0600 this morning. Today’s firefighting 

efforts focused on maximizing limited resources to set-up for future success. 

Crews are using roads, natural features, and changing fuel types to help establish 

anchor points as well as constructing indirect fire lines. The Silver Creek Road on 

the western flank is being improved, using feller-bunchers to cut and remove 

timber and other heavy fuel. Existing fire scars are also being utilized as potential 

areas to anchor firelines and provide opportunities for greater success to engage 

the fire. This change of vegetation can be advantageous to suppression efforts, 

moderating fire behavior and allowing for more favorable conditions. Firefighter 

and public safety remain the top priority of this incident.  

The public may see engines taking structure assessments far away from the 

fireline as a contingency measure for future planning, however, these 

communities are not currently threatened. 

The fire continued to burn aggressively today in a northeast direction, and large 

columns of smoke were visible late afternoon and into the evening.  While at the 

time of this report, the reported acreage remains the same as this morning’s 

update, but a substantial increase is expected tomorrow after the expected Infrared 

mapping flight tonight. 

Weather: High temperatures into the mid-80s, low relative humidity 12-15%, 

and SW winds 8-15 mph with gusts to 25 will continue to produce active fire 

behavior throughout the area. 

Closures: Stage One Fire Restrictions are in effect on the Salmon-Challis 

National Forest and Bureau of Land Management, as well as the State. Fire 

related road/area/trail/campground closure orders remain in effect.  For more 

information go to Inciweb or the Salmon-Challis Facebook page. 

(https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/).  Closures may expand due to new 

fire growth. 

Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFR): Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) 

for non-incident aircraft including drones remain in effect. Pilots see NOTAM 

#8/6037. 

https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/


Rabbit Foot Fire 

Morning Update 

August 14, 2018 

Fire Statistics 

Start:  August 2, 2018 

Cause:  Lightning 

Location:  22 miles north of 

Challis Idaho 

Fire Size:  23,008 acres 

Containment:  0% 

Resources: 

   Crews       9 

   Engines   29 

   Dozers      5 

   Water Tenders  8 

   Helicopters 6 

Total Personnel:  524 

Injuries (to date):  2 

Structure Destroyed: 0 

Management:  Type 1 Great 

Basin Incident Management 

Team 2 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/salm

onchallisnf/ 

Inciweb: 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/inciden

t/6090/ 

Email: 

RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com 

Contact #:  Rabbit Foot Fire 

Public Information 

(208) 879-1243

Summary:  Yesterday, the fire burned very aggressively eastward into the North Fork 

Hat Creek drainage and gained in excess of 8000 acres. Fire behavior was extreme and 

did not allow for engagement of fire resources in that area.  A structure protection and 

assessment group was active in the highway 93 corridor and in the drainages of Iron Cr, 

Deer Cr., and beyond.   This group is focused on contingency planning and preparation 

for suppression and point protection in the event the fire moves to the northeast.   

Structure and point protection is also occuring throughout the rest of the fire in areas such 

as Panther Cr., Silver  Cr., and Morgan Cr. 

The incident management team has implemented a strategic plan and reorganized 

firefighting efforts in order to maximizes the use of limited resources. Crews are using 

roads, natural features, and changing fuel types to help establish anchor points as well as 

constructing indirect fire lines. Silver Creek Road on the western flank, is being 

improved, using feller-bunchers to remove timber and other heavy fuel. Existing fire 

scars are also being utilized as potential areas to anchor firelines and provide 

opportunities for greater success to engage the fire.  

Planned Activities: Todays plan is a continuation of yesterday’s actions calling for 

ongoing construction of inderect fire line on the southern, western and northwestern 

flanks of the fire.  A combination of crews and dozers will be working in the Moyer 

Basin area in preparation for a potential firing operation. Silver Creek road is being 

prepared as a contingency and other opportunities closer to the active fire edge are being 

scouted.  Efforts to establish an anchor point in the Van Horn Creek area is progressing 

and water dropped from helicopters are being used to keep flare-ups in check. 

As the fire begins to burn into lighter sagebrush fuels from timber, crews will have more 

favorable conditions for successful suppression efforts.  

Firefighter and public safety remain the top priority of this incident. 

Weather: High temperatures into the mid-80s, low relative humidity 12-15%, and SW 

winds 8-15 mph with gusts to 25 will continue to produce active fire behavior throughout 

the area. 

Closures: Stage One Fire Restrictions are in effect on the Salmon-Challis National 

Forest and Bureau of Land Management, as well as the State. Fire related 

road/area/trail/campground closure orders remain in effect.  For more information go to 

Inciweb or the Salmon-Challis Facebook page. 

(https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/).  Closures may expand due to new fire 

growth. 

Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFR): Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) for non-

incident aircraft including drones remain in effect. Pilots see NOTAM #8/6037. 

The Public is reminded to be extra careful when traveling and enjoying outdoor 

activities, fuels are extremely  dry  and any spark of hot material will start a 

wildfire. 

https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/


Rabbit Foot Fire 

Evening Update 

August 14, 2018 

Fire Statistics 

Start:  August 2, 2018 

Cause:  Lightning 

Location:  22 miles north of 

Challis Idaho 

Fire Size:  23,008 acres 

Containment:  0% 

Resources: 

   Crews       9 

   Engines   30 

   Dozers      5 

   Water Tenders  8 

   Helicopters 6 

Total Personnel:  529 

Injuries (to date):  2 

Structure Destroyed: 0 

Management:  Type 1 Great 

Basin Incident Management 

Team 2 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/sal

monchallisnf/ 

Inciweb: 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incid

ent/6090/ 

Email: 

RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.c

om 

Contact #:  Rabbit Foot Fire 

Public Information 

(208) 879-1243

Today, the fire again burned actively throughout the fire area.  The main smoke column 

was not as well pronounced as yesterday however, more acreage was consumed, mainly in 

the area near North Fork Hat Creek.  An accurate acreage count will not be known until the 

next Infrared observation flight late this evening.  

As the teams full suppressoin strategy of confine/containment is implemented, resources 

are being organized and assigned to areas where the potential for success is the highest.  

These are areas where roads, natural features, and changing fuel types can be exploited for 

establishing anchor points as well as constructing indirect fire lines. 

Silver Creek Road on the western flank, is being improved, using feller-bunchers and is 

being prepared as a contingency line.  

A combination of crews and dozers worked in the Moyer Basin area in preparation for a 

potential firing operation. Completion is expected in one more operational period. 

Efforts to establish an anchor point in the Van Horn Creek area is progressing and water 

dropped from helicopters are being used to keep flare-ups in check. 

The structure protection and assessment group was active in the Highway 93 corridor and 

in the drainages of Iron Cr, Deer Cr., and William’s Lake Rd.   This group is focused on 

contingency evacuation planning and in preparation for suppression, as well as point 

protection in the event the fire moves to the northeast.   

Fire resources were identified for initial attack on new starts occurring within the TFR 

boundary of the fire.  A new start did occur in the Williams Cr. area and rapid reaction by 

these resources assisted Lemhi County Fire Protection forces in its control. 

Firefighter and public safety remain the top priority of this incident. 

Weather: High temperatures into the mid-80s, low relative humidity 12-15%, and SW 

winds 8-15 mph with gusts to 25 will continue to produce active fire behavior throughout 

the area. 

Closures: Stage One Fire Restrictions are in effect on the Salmon-Challis National Forest 

and Bureau of Land Management, as well as the State. Fire related 

road/area/trail/campground closure orders remain in effect.  For more information go to 

Inciweb or the Salmon-Challis Facebook page. 

(https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/).  Closures may expand due to new fire 

growth. 

Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFR): Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) for non-

incident aircraft including drones remain in effect. Pilots see NOTAM #8/6037. 

The Public is reminded to be extra careful when traveling and enjoying outdoor 

activities, fuels are extremely dry and any spark of hot material will start a wildfire. 

https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/


Rabbit Foot Fire 
Morning Update 
August 15, 2018 

Fire Statistics 

Start:  August 2, 2018 

Cause:  Lightning 

Location:  22 miles north of 
Challis Idaho 

Fire Size:  26,294 acres 

Containment:  0% 

Resources: 
   Crews       9 
   Engines   30 
   Dozers      5 
   Water Tenders  8 
   Helicopters 6  

Total Personnel:  529 

Injuries (to date):  2 

Structure Destroyed: 0 

Management:  Type 1 Great 
Basin Incident Management 
Team 2 

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/sal
monchallisnf/ 

Inciweb: 
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incid
ent/6090/ 

Email: 
RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com 

Contact #:  Rabbit Foot Fire 
Public Information 
(208) 879-1243

Summary: The fire was active yesterday, with roughly 3,200 additional acres consumed, 
mainly on the eastern flank. Firefighters and resources are being assigned to areas where 
the potential for success is the highest and there is acceptable risk to firefighters. These are 
areas where roads, natural features, and changing fuel types can be used for establishing 
anchor points as well as constructing indirect fire lines. Firefighter and public safety remain 
the top priority of this incident.  

Planned Activities: Heavy equipment such as feller bunchers and dozers are being used 
across the fire area to establish indirect firelines. Burnout operations may be conducted in 
the next several days in multiple areas to eliminate the available fuel between firefighters 
and the active flame. 

Silver Creek Road on the western flank, is being improved using feller-bunchers and is 
being prepared as a contingency line. A combination of crews and dozers worked in the 
Moyer Basin area in preparation for a potential firing operation. 

Crews will improve dozer line and hand line to tie in to the Van Horn fire burn scar, 
creating an anchor point from which to engage the fire. 

The structure protection and assessment group will continue to work in the Highway 93 
corridor and in the drainages of Iron Cr, Deer Cr., and William’s Lake Rd and will focus on 
strategically preparing for any potential threat to structures. Crews on the eastern flank will 
continue to plan for primary, alternate, and contingency lines to limit fire growth to the east 
and affecting values at risk. 

Weather: Afternoon wind speeds are expected to be 6-10 mph, with gusts up to 15-20 
mph. Humidities will dip into single digits, increasing the chance of ignition from wind-
driven embers to up to 100%. Temperatures may range from 70 - 80 degrees across the 
fireline. 

Closures: Stage One fire restrictions remain in effect on the Salmon-Challis National 
Forest, Bureau of Land Management, and State lands. Fire related area closure orders 
remain in effect and may expand in the coming days due to new fire growth. For more 
information on fire restrictions and area closures, visit Inciweb or the Salmon-Challis 
Facebook page.  (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/). 

Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFR): Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) for non-
incident aircraft including drones remain in effect. Pilots see NOTAM #8/6037. 

Evacuation Notices: The Lemhi County Sheriff’s department will continue to notify 
residents regarding level 1 and level 2 pre-evacuations. Please contact the Sheriff’s 
department for any questions related to evacuations at (208) 756-8980. 

Community Meeting: There will be a community meeting this evening at the Salmon 
High School at 6:00pm. Fire officials will be present to discuss the Rabbit Foot Fire and 
answer questions from the public. 



Rabbit Foot Fire 

Evening Update 

August 15, 2018 

Fire Statistics 

Start:  August 2, 2018 

Cause:  Lightning 

Location:  22 miles north of 

Challis Idaho 

Fire Size:  26,294 acres 

Containment:  0% 

Resources: 

   Crews       11 

   Engines   34 

   Dozers      6 

   Water Tenders  8 

   Helicopters 6 

Total Personnel:  529 

Injuries (to date):  2 

Structure Destroyed: 0 

Management:  Type 1 Great 

Basin Incident Management 

Team 2 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/sal

monchallisnf/ 

Inciweb: 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incid

ent/6090/ 

Email: 
RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com 

Contact #:  Rabbit Foot Fire 

Public Information 

(208) 879-1243

Summary:  Today was another active burning day.  Firefighters and resources were 

assigned to areas where the potential for success is the highest and there is 

acceptable risk to firefighters. Silver Creek Road, on the western flank, is being 

prepared as a contingency with feller-bunchers. A feller-buncher is a logging tool 

that can rapidly cut and stack standing trees. A combination of hand crews and 

dozers worked in the Moyer Basin area to connect the fire into the 2011Salt fire 

where the fuel type change will slow or stop the fires progress. To the south crews 

worked to improve dozer line and hand line to connect to the Van Horn fire burn 

scar, creating an anchor point from which to engage the fire. Resource Advisors 

coordinated with the Forest Service and fire personnel to develop strategies to 

create contingency lines on the eastern flank of the fire. Planning focused on 

utilizing areas where roads, natural features, and changing fuel types can be used 

for establishing anchor points as well as constructing indirect fire lines. Structure 

teams continued to assess private and public infrastructure and are developing site 

specific strategies. Air operations logged 39 hours of flight time using helicopter 

water buckets drops to quell active burning areas.  They also delivered a new 

mountaintop radio repeater, enhancing fireline and assessment crew communication 

capability.  

Firefighter and public safety remain the top priority of this incident. 

The public meeting in Salmon was well attended by more than 100 people and a 

good exchange of information occurred. 

Weather: A Fire Weather Watch has been issued for tomorrow and there is a 

possibility for isolated thunderstorms with limited potential for rain and increased 

chances of lightning. Afternoon wind speeds are expected to be 6-10 mph, with 

outflow winds as high as 50 mph near the thunderstorms. Humidity will dip into 

single digits, increasing the chance of ignition from wind-driven embers to up to 

100%. Temperatures may range from 70 - 80 degrees across the fireline. 

Closures: Stage One fire restrictions remain in effect on the Salmon-Challis 

National Forest, Bureau of Land Management, and State lands. Fire related area 

closure orders remain in effect and have expanded in response to the new fire 

growth. For more information on fire restrictions and area closures, visit Inciweb or 

the Salmon-Challis Facebook page.  (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/). 

Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFR): Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) for 

non-incident aircraft including drones remain in effect. Pilots see NOTAM #8/6037. 

Evacuation Notices: The Lemhi County Sheriff’s department will continue to 

notify residents regarding level 1 and level 2 pre-evacuations. Please contact the 

Sheriff’s department for any questions related to evacuations at (208) 756-8980. 

https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/


  Rabbit Foot Fire 

 Morning Update 

 August 16, 2018 

Fire Statistics 

Start:  August 2, 2018 

Cause:  Lightning 

Location:  22 miles north of 

Challis Idaho 

Fire Size:  29,075 acres 

Containment:  0% 

Resources: 

   Crews       11 

   Engines   34 

   Dozers      6 

   Water Tenders  8 

   Helicopters 7 

Total Personnel:  609 

Injuries (to date):  2 

Structure Destroyed: 0 

Management:  Type 1 Great 

Basin Incident Management 

Team 2 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/sal

monchallisnf/ 

Inciweb: 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incid

ent/6090/ 

Email: 
RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com 

Contact #:  Rabbit Foot Fire 

Public Information 

(208) 879-1243

Summary:  Yesterday was another active burning day and progress is being made 

implementing the full suppression strategy of containing and confining the fire. The feller-

buncher work on Silver Creek Road to create a contingency line along the fire’s western 

flank is almost complete. A feller-buncher is a large piece of equipment that can rapidly cut 

and stack standing trees. Hand crews and dozers continued work in the Moyer Basin area to 

connect the fire into the 2011Salt Fire, taking advantage of a change in fuel type change to 

slow or stop the fires progress. On the fire’s south flanks crews worked to improve dozer 

line and hand line to connect to the Van Horn Fire burn scar, creating an anchor point. 

Resource Advisors coordinated with the Forest Service and fire personnel to develop 

strategies to create contingency lines on the eastern flank of the fire, while protecting 

valuable wildlife habitat. Structure teams continued the risk assessment of private and 

public infrastructure. 

Planned Action for Today: The focus today will continue to be utilizing areas where 

roads, natural features, and changing fuel types can be used for establishing anchor points 

as well as constructing indirect fire lines. On the west side of the fire contingency line 

construction will continue, with stacking of trees cut by the feller-buncher and point 

protection implementation. On the northwest side of the fire between Panther Creek and 

Moyer Basin preparation continues for prospective burning operations when conditions 

allow. This burning is a tactical tool for slowing the fire’s advance by removing fuel 

between the control lines and the fire. Contingency lines between Williams Lake and Twin 

Peaks, and in the Iron Creek and Hat Creek drainages, are being prepared as part of efforts 

to protect property in the Hwy 93 corridor. Firefighters and resources are working in areas 

where the potential for success is the highest, while providing for firefighter and public 

safety, and generating the least resource damage. 

Weather: A Fire Weather Watch will be in effect Friday, as a low pressure system moves 

into the area today. There will be increasing atmospheric instability, and a possibility for 

isolated thunderstorms with limited potential for rain and increased chances of lightning. 

Afternoon wind speeds are expected to be 5-10 mph, with outflow winds near 

thunderstorms as high as 50 mph. The air will remain very dry, with humidity in the teens 

and a high probability of ignition from wind-driven embers. Temperatures are predicted to 

be in the upper 70’s across the ridgetops while reaching the mid-80’s in the valleys.  

Closures: Stage One fire restrictions remain in effect on the Salmon-Challis National 

Forest, Bureau of Land Management, and State lands. Fire related area closure orders 

remain in effect and have expanded in response to the new fire growth. For more 

information on fire restrictions and area closures, visit Inciweb or the Salmon-Challis 

Facebook page.  (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/). 

Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFR): Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) for non-

incident aircraft including drones will be updated to reflect fire growth on the south flank. 

Pilots see NOTAM #8/6037. 

Evacuation Notices: The Lemhi County Sheriff’s department will continue to notify 

residents regarding level 1 and level 2 pre-evacuations. Please contact the Sheriff’s 

department for any questions related to evacuations at (208) 756-8980. 

https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/




 

      Rabbit Foot Fire  
     Morning Update 
     August 17, 2018 

 

 

 

Fire Statistics 
 
Start:  August 2, 2018 
 
Cause:  Lightning 
 
Location:  22 miles north of 
Challis Idaho 
 
Fire Size:  30,331 acres 
 
Containment:  0% 
 
Resources: 
   Crews       14 
   Engines   45 
   Dozers      7 
   Water Tenders  9 
   Helicopters 8 
 
Total Personnel:  655 
 
Injuries (to date):  2 
 
Structure Destroyed: 0 
 
Management:  Type 1 Great 
Basin Incident Management 
Team 2 
 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/salmo
nchallisnf/ 
 
Inciweb: 
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident
/6090/  
 
Email: 
RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com 
 
Contact #:  Rabbit Foot Fire 
Public Information 
(208)-879-1243 

Summary: Yesterday focused on utilizing areas where roads, natural features, and changes in fuel 
types could be used for establishing anchor points as well as constructing indirect fire lines. The 
west side of the fire contingency line construction continued, with bundling of trees cut by a 
feller-buncher and point protection implementation. A total of more than 30 miles of existing roads 
have been improved using mechanized equipment.  Between Panther Creek and Moyer Basin, on the 
northwest side of the fire, preparation continued for burning operations when  conditions are 
favorable. Crews and dozers had also completed nearly 20 miles of indirect line in preparation for 
containing the approaching fire. There were technical communication issues during yesterday’s 
shift. Radio repeaters were temporarily down for 2 hours due to equipment failure.  Firefighters 
disengaged from work during this time, due to safety concerns because of no communication 
capability.  They reengaged when coverage was reestablished. 
 
Planned Actions For Today: Today’s activities include continuing improving the dozer line, point 
protection, and focusing on firefighter safety. With a change in weather patterns expected today, a 
red flag warning has been issued for the area with dry thunderstorms and 50% chance of wetting 
rain. With outflow winds reaching up to 60 miles per hour; having good situational awareness will 
be critical to safely working in hazardous conditions. Crews will do their best to mitigate risk while 
these afternoon changes take place. Further preparation of the Silver Creek. road using a 
Feller-Buncher with a processing head will help to break down some of the heavy fuels and stack 
them for use. Initial attack may also increase today with dry thunderstorms. The Rabbit Foot Fire is 
full suppression fire.   Due to its location in rugged terrain coupled with poor accessibility and 
hazardous burning conditions, the option of utilizing a confine and contain tactics with point 
protection has been implemented.  This allows for the greatest safety factor for firefighters, best 
protection of resources at risk , and the highest probability of success. 
 
Weather: A Fire Weather Watch will be in effect Friday, as a low pressure system moves into the 
area today. There will be increasing atmospheric instability, and a possibility for isolated 
thunderstorms with limited potential for rain and increased chances of lightning. Afternoon wind 
speeds are expected to be 5-10 mph, with outflow winds near thunderstorms as high as 50 mph. The 
air will remain very dry, with humidity in the teens and a high probability of ignition from 
wind-driven embers. Temperatures are predicted to be in the upper 70’s across the ridgetops while 
reaching the mid-80’s in the valleys.  
 
Closures: Stage One fire restrictions remain in effect on the Salmon-Challis National Forest, Bureau 
of Land Management, and State lands. Fire related area closure orders remain in effect and have 
expanded in response to the new fire growth. For more information on fire restrictions and area 
closures, visit Inciweb or the Salmon-Challis Facebook page. 
(https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/). 
 
Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFR): Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) for non-incident 
aircraft including drones will be updated to reflect fire growth on the south flank. Pilots see 
NOTAM #8/1105. 
 
Evacuation Notices: The Lemhi County Sheriff’s department will continue to notify residents 
regarding level 1 and level 2 pre-evacuations. Please contact the Sheriff’s department for any 
questions related to evacuations at (208) 756-8980. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/


 

 

      Rabbit Foot Fire    

     Evening Update 

     August 17, 2018 

 

 

 

Fire Statistics 

 

Start:  August 2, 2018 

 

Cause:  Lightning 

 

Location:  22 miles north of 

Challis Idaho 

 

Fire Size:  34,201 acres 

 

Containment:  0% 

 

Resources: 

   Crews       12 

   Engines   47 

   Dozers      7 

   Water Tenders 9 

   Helicopters 7 

 

Total Personnel:  694 

 

Injuries (to date):  2 

 

Structures Destroyed: 0 

 

Management:  Type 1 Great 

Basin Incident Management 

Team 2 

 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/sal

monchallisnf/ 

 

Inciweb: 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incid

ent/6090/  

 

Email: 

RabbitFootFire2018@gmail. 

com 

 

Contact #:  Rabbit Foot Fire 

Public Information 

(208)-879-1243 

This will be the last evening update on the Rabbit Foot Fire.  

The morning update will continue as before. 
 

Summary: A thunderstorm passed over the fire area today with lightning that produced 

new ignitions in the area. One of the fires up Pahsimeroi Valley was estimated at 100 

acres. Three Type 1 helicopters assigned to the Rabbit Foot Fire assisted with water 

drops on that fire. Other lightning caused fires from today’s thunderstorm may be 

detected tomorrow as temperatures warm. Some areas of the Rabbit Foot Fire received 

up to .25 inches of rain, which helped to moderate fire activity, while other areas 

received no rain.  

 

Today’s activities included continued improvement to dozer lines and roads near the 

fire perimeter in preparation of the fire reaching them, where firefighters will have safer 

and more opportunities to directly suppress it. Burnouts on the interior of some of these 

lines may be initiated to strengthen them if weather conditions allow. A total of more 

than 30 miles of existing roads have been improved using mechanized equipment and 

20 miles of old dozer lines from previous fires have been reopened. In addition, 

helicopters have dropped a total of 433,479 gallons of water on the fire to slow its 

growth.  

 

The number one objective on the fire is to implement strategies and tactics that 

minimize the risk and exposure to the firefighters. Fighting the fire directly in the dense 

timber stands that exist on the fire would be inefficient and pose high risk to the 

firefighters. We currently have 50% of our indirect lines and improved roads 

completed. In addition; bringing the fire slowly to containment lines reduces the risk to 

firefighters by providing a safer space from which to engage the fire. 

 

Weather: Tomorrow’s weather will be partly cloudy with a chance of showers and 

thunderstorms. Temperatures will be in the mid 60’s to lower 70’s, with humidity 24-

30%. Winds will be out of the north-northwest 5-10 mph with gusts to 15 mph. 

 

Closures: Stage One fire restrictions remain in effect on the Salmon-Challis National 

Forest, Bureau of Land Management, and State lands. Fire related area closure orders 

remain in effect and have expanded in response to the new fire growth. For more 

information on fire restrictions and area closures, visit Inciweb or the Salmon-Challis 

Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/). 

 

Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFR): Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) for 

non-incident aircraft including drones will be updated to reflect fire growth on the 

south flank. Pilots see NOTAM #8/1105. 

 

Evacuation Notices: The Lemhi County Sheriff’s department will continue to notify 

residents regarding level 1 and level 2 pre-evacuations. Please contact the Sheriff’s 

department for any questions related to evacuations at (208) 756-8980. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/


 Rabbit Foot Fire 
         Daily Update 
       August 18, 2018 

Fire Statistics 

Start:  August 2, 2018 

Cause:  Lightning 

Location:  22 miles north of 
Challis Idaho 

Fire Size:  34,512 acres 

Containment:  0% 

Resources: 
 Crews       12 
 Engines   47 
 Dozers      7 
 Water Tenders 9 
 Helicopters 7 

Total Personnel:  694 

Injuries (to date):  2 

Structures Destroyed: 0 

Management:  Type 1 Great 
Basin Incident Management 
Team 2 

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/sal
monchallisnf/ 

Inciweb: 
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incid
ent/6090/ 

Email: 
RabbitFootFire2018@gmail. 
com 

Contact #:  Rabbit Foot Fire 
Public Information 
(208)-879-1243 

There will be no more evening updates on the Rabbit Foot Fire. 
Morning updates will continue as before. 

Summary: A thunderstorm passed over the fire area yesterday with lightning that 
produced new ignitions in the area. One of the fires up Pahsimeroi Valley was 
estimated at 100 acres. Three Type 1 helicopters assigned to the Rabbit Foot Fire 
assisted with water drops on that fire. Other lightning caused fires from yesterday’s 
thunderstorm may be detected today as temperatures warm. Some areas of the Rabbit 
Foot Fire received up to .25 inches of rain yesterday, which helped to moderate fire 
activity, while other areas received no rain.  

Yesterday’s activities included continued improvement to dozer lines and roads near 
the fire perimeter in preparation of the fire reaching them, where firefighters will have 
safer and more opportunities to directly suppress it. Burnouts on the interior of some of 
these lines may be initiated to strengthen them if weather conditions allow. A total of 
more than 30 miles of existing roads have been improved using mechanized equipment 
and 20 miles of old dozer lines from previous fires have been reopened. In addition, 
helicopters have dropped a total of 433,479 gallons of water on the fire to slow its 
growth.  

The number one objective on the fire is to implement strategies and tactics that 
minimize the risk and exposure to the firefighters. Fighting the fire directly in the dense 
timber stands that exist on the fire would be inefficient and pose high risk to the 
firefighters. We currently have 50% of our indirect lines and improved roads 
completed. In addition; bringing the fire slowly to containment lines reduces the risk to 
firefighters by providing a safer space from which to engage the fire. 

Weather: Today’s weather will be partly cloudy with a chance of showers and 
thunderstorms. Temperatures will be in the mid 60’s to lower 70’s, with humidity 
24-30%. Winds will be out of the north-northwest 5-10 mph with gusts to 15 mph.

Closures: Stage One fire restrictions remain in effect on the Salmon-Challis National 
Forest, Bureau of Land Management, and State lands. Fire related area closure orders 
remain in effect and have expanded in response to the new fire growth. For more 
information on fire restrictions and area closures, visit Inciweb or the Salmon-Challis 
Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/). 

Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFR): Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) for 
non-incident aircraft including drones will be updated to reflect fire growth on the 
south flank. Pilots see NOTAM #8/1105. 

Evacuation Notices: The Lemhi County Sheriff’s department will continue to notify 
residents regarding level 1 and level 2 pre-evacuations. Please contact the Sheriff’s 
department for any questions related to evacuations at (208) 756-8980. 

https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/




 Rabbit Foot Fire    

   Daily Update 

 August 20, 2018 

Fire Statistics 

Start:  August 2, 2018 

Cause:  Lightning 

Location:  22 miles north of 

Challis Idaho 

Fire Size:  34,518 acres 

Containment:  3% 

Resources: 

   Crews       7 

   Engines   47 

   Dozers      10 

   Water Tenders 12 

   Helicopters 7 

Total Personnel:  620 

Injuries (to date):  3 

Structures Destroyed: 0 

Management:  Type 1 Great 

Basin Incident Management 

Team 2 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/sal

monchallisnf/ 

Inciweb: 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incid

ent/6090/ 

Email: 

RabbitFootFire2018@gmail. 

com 

Contact #:  Rabbit Foot Fire 

Public Information 

(208)-879-1243 

Summary: Engagement of firefighters was limited yesterday due to an intermittent 

failure of the primary radio system. The system was tested extensively and technicians 

believe that the problem has been identified and solutions are being implemented. 

Further testing is ongoing and firefighters are expected to re-engage today. The safety 

of fire personnel and the public is our primary concern and communication is a 

cornerstone of insuring that safety. 

Due to the volatility of the fuels and the difficult terrain, a full suppression strategy and 

indirect tactics has been implemented as the best option for successful containment and 

control.  Strategy and tactics are under constant re-evaluation by fire and land manages 

to  ensure the most effective and efficient actions are taken. 

At this point, the majority of indirect line has been completed due to the hard work of 

the firefighters.  An opportunity in the Van Horn creek area, allowed firefighters to 

move adjacent to the fireline and establish an anchor point producing a 3% containment 

of the fires edge. Structure protection has also been a priority with 70 sprinklers kits 

already deployed. Planned burnout out operations to strengthen containment lines are in 

place and will occur when weather conditions are favorable.   

Initial attack resources are identified for rapid deployment should a new start occur in 

the management area. Helicopters are available for water drop missions, logistical 

support as well as medical assistance.  

Weather: A Red Flag Warning has been issued by the National Weather Service for 

thunderstorms, lightning and strong outflow winds. Storms may bring up to .50 inches 

of rain on parts of the fire area. Temperatures will be in the mid 60’s to lower 70’s, 

with humidity 34-44%. Winds will be out of the north 12-18 mph with gusts to 55 mph. 

Closures: Stage One fire restrictions remain in effect on the Salmon-Challis National 

Forest, Bureau of Land Management, and State lands. Fire related area closure orders 

remain in effect and have expanded in response to the new fire growth. For more 

information on fire restrictions and area closures, visit Inciweb 

(https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/) 

or the Salmon-Challis Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/). 

Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFR): The Temporary Flight Restriction (TFR) for 

non-incident aircraft including drones was adjusted in order to fit the fires need and 

facilitate air traffic around the fire area . Pilots see NOTAM #8/1950. 

Evacuation Notices: The Lemhi County Sheriff’s department will continue to notify 

residents regarding level 1 and level 2 pre-evacuations. Please contact the Sheriff’s 

department for any questions related to evacuations at (208) 756-8980. 

https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/


 Rabbit Foot Fire    

   Daily Update 

 August 21, 2018 

Fire Statistics 

Start:  August 2, 2018 

Cause:  Lightning 

Location:  22 miles north of 

Challis Idaho 

Fire Size:  34,518 acres 

Containment:  5% 

Resources: 

   Crews       6 

   Engines   45 

   Dozers      10 

   Water Tenders 12 

   Helicopters 7 

Total Personnel:  590 

Injuries (to date):  3 

Structures Destroyed: 0 

Management:  Type 1 Great 

Basin Incident Management 

Team 2 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/sal

monchallisnf/ 

Inciweb: 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incid

ent/6090/ 

Email: 

RabbitFootFire2018@gmail. 

com 

Contact #:  Rabbit Foot Fire 

Public Information 

(208)-879-1243 

Summary: Firefighter engagement on the fire was limited yesterday because of 

predicted extreme weather and persistent radio communication problems. Technical 

experts tested the entire system without a definitive solution and are planning a 

complete replacement this morning.  

Fire behavior was minimal due to cooler temperatures, and higher fuel moistures.  The 

widespread inclement weather did not materialize to the predicted levels with 

precipitation locally spotty and in smaller amounts. Thunderstorms did materialize 

producing outflow winds and lightning strikes. 

At this point, the majority of indirect line has been completed due to the hard work of 

the firefighters and favorable weather conditions. Firefighters are working closely with 

Resource Advisors to efficiently fortify lines to conduct burn operations if possible. 

Planned contingency lines are being reassessed as the fire stalls due to the weather. 

A full suppression strategy and indirect tactics are the best options for successful 

containment and control at this time.  The significant snag hazard, high volume and 

density of the fuels and the difficult terrain make a direct attack a higher risk than 

necessary. An opportunity in the Van Horn Creek area allowed firefighters to establish 

an anchor point and gain a foothold producing a 5% containment of the fires edge. 

Structure protection has also been a priority with 70 sprinklers kits already deployed.  

Initial attack resources are identified for rapid deployment should a new start occur in 

the management area.  Helicopters are available for initial attack, helitack shuttle, water 

drop missions, logistical support as well as medical assistance.  

Weather: Temperatures will bounce back into 70’s and humidity will start to drop, 

drying fuel. Skies will start to clear and winds will develop from the south and west 

reaching 10 to 18 mph . 

Closures: Stage One fire restrictions remain in effect on the Salmon-Challis National 

Forest, Bureau of Land Management, and State lands. Fire related area closure orders 

remain in effect and have expanded in response to the new fire growth. For more 

information on fire restrictions and area closures, visit Inciweb: 

(https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/) 

or the Salmon-Challis Facebook page: 

 (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/). 

Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFR): Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) for 

non-incident aircraft including drones will be updated to reflect fire growth on the 

south flank. Pilots see NOTAM #8/1105. 

Evacuation Notices: The Lemhi County Sheriff’s department will continue to notify 

residents regarding level 1 and level 2 pre-evacuations. Please contact the Sheriff’s 

department for any questions related to evacuations at (208) 756-8980. 

https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/




 

 

      Rabbit Foot Fire  
        Daily Update 
      August 23, 2018 

 

 

 

Fire Statistics 
 
Start:  August 2, 2018 
 
Cause:  Lightning 
 
Location:  22 miles north of 
Challis Idaho 
 
Fire Size:  34,518 acres 
 
Containment:  5% 
 
Resources: 
   Crews       6 
   Engines   35 
   Dozers      5 
   Water Tenders 12 
   Helicopters 5 
 
Total Personnel:  453 
 
Injuries (to date):  3 
 
Structures Destroyed: 0 
 
Management:  Type 1 Great 
Basin Incident Management 
Team 2 
 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/salmo
nchallisnf/ 
 
Inciweb: 
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident
/6090/  
 
Email: 
RabbitFootFire2018@gmail. com 
 
Contact #:  Rabbit Foot Fire 
Public Information 
(208)-879-1243 

A community meeting is scheduled at the Challis Middle School, 721 E. Main Ave. Challis 
Idaho, August 23, 2018 at 6:00 pm. 
  
Summary: Firefighters were fully engaged working on the fire yesterday. The earlier communication 
problems did not reappear and technicians are optimistic that the system is fully operational.  As the 
fire activity has slowed due to some showers and higher humidity, crews were focused on improving 
and strengthening lines by clearing and chipping excess materials. Afternoon weather forced some 
crews to seek cover as rain and hail descended on the fire. A weather station near the fire perimeter 
measured 4/100 ths of an inch of precipitation and wind gusts as high as 47 miles per hour. 
  
Today, a high pressure system will be entering the area and the weather is predicted to become 
warmer and drier, with light southwest wind.  Crews will continue chipping operations on the east, 
south, and north containment lines. Chipping reduces the amount of available fuels from trees cut by 
the feller buncher machines and it helps to limit fire movement.  Work will continue along the FS 
055 road to remove hazard trees in preparation for chipping. Work will also continue securing and 
mopping up the line near the Van Horn burn scar and Woods Peak. 
  
A morning convoy has been occuring  daily on Morgan Creek road in order to shuttle crews, 
supplies, and mail deliveries through the area closure. 
  
Helicopter activities are now coordinated through the Challis Helibase reducing travel times from 
Salmon.. A greatly appreciated helicopter mission last evening delivered hot meals to crews 
stationed at the Moyer Creek spike camp. 
  
Weather: Temperatures will rebound to the low 80’s and clear skies are expect throughout the day. 
The approaching high pressure air mass will be dry but stable and should generate little wind. 
  
Closures: Stage One fire restrictions remain in effect on National Forest, Bureau of Land 
Management, State, and County lands. Fire related area closure orders remain in effect. For more 
information on fire restrictions and area closures, visit Inciweb: 
(https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/) or the Salmon-Challis Facebook page: 
(https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/). 
  
Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFR): Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) for non-incident 
aircraft, including drones, is in place over the fire area. Pilots see NOTAM #8/1105. 
  
Evacuation Notices: The Lemhi County Sheriff’s department will continue to notify residents 
regarding any level of evacuation planning. Please contact the Lemhi County Sheriff’s department 
for any questions related to evacuations at (208) 756-8980.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/




     Rabbit Foot Fire     
        Daily Update 
      August 25, 2018 

Fire Statistics 

Start:  August 2, 2018 

Cause:  Lightning 

Location:  22 miles north of 
Challis Idaho 

Fire Size:  34,900 acres 

Containment:  10% 

Resources: 
   Crews       2 
   Engines   30 
   Dozers      4 
   Water Tenders 10 
   Helicopters 4 

Total Personnel:  400 

Injuries (to date):  4 

Structures Destroyed: 0 

Management:  Type 1 Great 
Basin Incident Management 
Team 2 

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/sal
monchallisnf/ 

Inciweb: 
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incid
ent/6090/ 

Email: 
RabbitFootFire2018@gmail. com 

Contact #:  Rabbit Foot Fire 
Public Information 
(208)-879-1243 

Summary: While the fire activity increased in the Iron Creek area yesterday, burning 
approximately 326 additional acres, no other significant activity was apparent on the 
fire.  Firefighters continued clearing and chipping operations along primary and 
contingency lines and are approximately 95% complete.  Hand crews, dozers, and 
feller-bunchers have constructed 51 miles of indirect control lines as well as 9 miles of 
direct lines in the Morgan Creek area.  

The structure protection group has completed their assessment and plan which 
addresses over 1000 structures and other point protection of critical infrastructure such 
as the aircraft navigation VOR.  They have also overseen the deployment of over 70 
sprinkler kits which are used to wet areas surrounding structures should the fire 
approach.  

Crews continue to work with Resource Advisors in order to minimize resource damage 
and create the least impact on the landscape while also setting up firefighters for 
success.  

Two helicopters, a rappel crew, a helitac crew, and a taskforce of engines are being 
utilized for initial attack responsibilities on the incident. 

The Type 2 Great Basin Incident Management Team 4 arrived and received a briefing 
by Salmon-Challis National Forest officials and cooperator agencies.  They will have a 
transition meeting today and shadow their respective counterparts, preparing for a 
transfer of command tomorrow.  

Weather: Temperatures will rebound to the 60-70’s with humidity beginning to lower.  
Clear skies with smokey conditions are expect throughout the day. The approaching 
high pressure air mass will be dry but stable and should generate little wind.  

Closures: Stage One fire restrictions remain in effect on National Forest, Bureau of 
Land Management, State, and County lands. Fire related area closure orders remain in 
effect. For more information on fire restrictions and area closures, visit Inciweb: 
(https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/) or the Salmon-Challis Facebook 
page: (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/). 

Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFR): Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) for 
non-incident aircraft, including drones, is in place over the fire area. Pilots see NOTAM 
#8/1105. 

Evacuation Notices: The Lemhi County Sheriff’s department will continue to notify 
residents regarding any level of evacuation planning. Please contact the Lemhi County 
Sheriff’s department for any questions related to evacuations at (208) 756-8980.  




