
 

 

Goldstone Fire Grows To 7060 Acres 
August 16, 2018 Daily Update 

 

Acres:  7,060 Start Date: August 2, 2018 
Cause: Lightning 
Containment: 0% 
Total personnel: 75 

Location: 18 miles south of Jackson, Montana  
Beaverhead-Deerlodge and Salmon Challis National Forests 
Fuels: Timber (litter, grass, and understory) 

  
 
 

General Information: Recent severe fire behavior caused the Goldstone Fire to grow in size and complexity. Those increases 
required the ordering of additional resources and a Type 2 incident management team to safely support and direct fire operations.  
The Southwest Area Incident Management Team 4, led by Deputy Incident Commander Carl Schwope, took command of the fire at 8 
p.m. last night, August 15th. SWAIMT4 will continue to pursue the objectives set forth by the Beaverhead-Deerlodge and Salmon-
Challis National Forests, and the Type 3 fire organization, the first of which is firefighter and public safety. 
 
Fire Operations: The Goldstone Fire is under a 100% suppression strategy. With limited resources available due to the high number 
of wildfires across the western U.S. firefighters must prioritize actions where they can be the most effective. During periods of high 
wildfire activity, it is not uncommon for wildfire suppression resource requests to exceed supply. During these periods, managers 
work together to prioritize incidents. Wildfires that threaten lives, property, community infrastructure and valuable natural and 
cultural resources receive assets first. All other incidents receive suppression assets as quickly as possible.   
 
The most imminent priorities are to keep fire west of the Bloody Dick Road 181, south of the Goldstone Mine Road 7327, north of 
private property inholdings to the south, and east of communities in Lemhi County, Idaho. Yesterday, the one Hotshot crew assigned 
to this fire prepared FS 181 to conduct firing operations and utilize it as a fire containment line. Tuesday, the crew burned out 
around the Bloody Dick cabin to remove flammable materials and set up a sprinkler system to protect the structure. One heavy 
equipment task force is improving FS 7327 to the north of the fire, while another is building fireline to the south. The fire has crossed 
the Continental Divide onto the Salmon-Challis National Forest. A four person heli-repellng crew worked diligently attempting to 
hold the fire from spreading to the west. Aircraft supported the operations by applying fire retardant. However, the fire is now 
established in the Kenney Creek and Sandy Creek drainages. No evacuations are ordered at this time. 
 
Fire Weather:  A Fire Weather Watch has been announced for Thursday and Friday with a chance of dry thunderstorms that may 
create outflow winds in excess of 40 m.p.h. Some increasing mid-level moisture and instability may trigger isolated thunderstorms, 
with little rainfall, across the Goldstone Fire area. A better chance of showers and thunderstorms in the area is expected Friday.  
 
Closures: The area around the fire remains closed for public safety. Roadblocks have been set up on forest roads accessing the fire 
area. In support of this closure, the Continental Divide Trail has been rerouted around the fire closures. The trail reroute map and a 
copy of the closure orders for both forests can be found on our Inciweb page at: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/maps/6091/.  
 
Restrictions: STAGE 1 FIRE RESTRICTIONS ARE IN EFFECT AS OF AUGUST 15,2018. For information on current fire restrictions, please 
visit the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf and Salmon-Challis National Forest 
website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf.    
 
Smoke Situation: Currently, there are 47 uncontained large fires in the nation, which are filtering smoke into the valleys of Montana. 
Further information on smoke can be found from the MT Department of Environmental Quality’s web page at 

http://bit.ly/wildfiresmokereport.   
 
Fire Information: (602) 529-5924  Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/ Facebook: The Forest Service: Beaverhead- Deerlodge National Forest 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/BvrhdDrldgeNF   Email: 2018.GoldstoneFire@firenet.gov 

 
 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/maps/6091/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf
http://bit.ly/wildfiresmokereport
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Forest-Service-Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest/1540138089548920
https://twitter.com/BvrhdDrldgeNF
mailto:2018.GoldstoneFire@firenet.gov


 

 

Goldstone Fire extends further into Idaho 
August 17, 2018 Daily Update 

 

Acres:  7,060 Start Date: August 2, 2018 
Cause: Lightning 
Containment: 0% 
Total personnel: 143 

Location: 18 miles south of Jackson, Montana  
Beaverhead-Deerlodge and Salmon-Challis National Forests 
Fuels: Timber (litter, grass, and understory) 

  
 

General Information: The lightning-caused Goldstone Fire was detected on August 2nd. The fire started burning in a high elevation 
basin near Goldstone Pass, in the Bitterroot Mountains. It is located 18 miles south of Jackson, MT, and 5 miles west of Reservoir 
Lake in the Park Creek drainage on the Montana and Idaho state border. The fire is in steep mountainous terrain and is burning in 
heavy mixed conifer fuels (sub-alpine fir, Engleman spruce, lodgepole pine) with very heavy concentrations of standing dead trees.    
 
Fire Operations: Wednesday night, the Goldstone Fire burned down the western slope of the Continental Divide and became 
established in the Kenney Creek and Sandy Creek drainages of the Salmon-Challis National Forest. Yesterday, crews were able to 
hold the fire east of the Warm Springs Road (Forest Service Road 185) while preventing the spread of multiple spotfires that had 
crossed the road. The hotshot crew was able to conduct burnout operations along the Bloody Dick Road yesterday, and these efforts 
will continue today. Heavy equipment taskforces are continuing to build and improve fireline to the north and south of the fire. 
 
Two additional hand crews from Pennsylvania and Massachusetts will report to the Goldstone Fire today. The increase in manpower 
will help achieve some of the objectives set forth in the full suppression strategy for attacking the Goldstone Fire.  The incident 
management team has outstanding orders for multiple fire suppression resources that have not yet been filled due to the multitude 
of fires burning across the West. Fire managers must prioritize tasks that can be safely accomplished with the available resources. 
 
Evacuations: There are currently no evacuation orders in effect for the Goldstone Fire area. However, homeowners should always 
have an escape plan should a wildfire threaten your home. Check with your local County Sheriff’s office for more information: 
http://beaverheadcounty.org/departments/sheriff/ and http://lemhicountyidaho.org/Sheriffs%20Office.htm. 
 
Fire Weather:  A RED FLAG WARNING is in effect from noon until midnight today for widespread thunderstorms with potential 
outflow winds in excess of 50 mph. There is a 70% chance of rain over the fire area tonight, diminishing as the day progresses on 
Saturday. 
 
Closures: The area around the fire remains closed for public safety. Roadblocks have been set up on forest roads accessing the fire 
area. In support of this closure, the Continental Divide Trail has been rerouted around the fire closures. The trail reroute map and a 
copy of the closure orders for both forests can be found on our Inciweb page at: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/maps/6091/.  
 
Restrictions: STAGE 1 FIRE RESTRICTIONS ARE IN EFFECT AS OF AUGUST 15,2018. For information on current fire restrictions, please 
visit the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf and Salmon-Challis National Forest 
website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf.    
 
Smoke Situation: Currently, there approximately 50 managed and 50 uncontained large fires in the nation which are filtering smoke 
into the valleys of Montana. Further information on smoke can be found on the Montana Department of Environmental Quality’s 

website at http://bit.ly/wildfiresmokereport.   
 

Fire Information: (602) 529-5924  Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-

Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/  Email: 2018.GoldstoneFire@firenet.gov 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/BvrhdDrldgeNF    

 

http://beaverheadcounty.org/departments/sheriff/
http://lemhicountyidaho.org/Sheriffs%20Office.htm
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/maps/6091/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf
http://bit.ly/wildfiresmokereport
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/
https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/
https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/
mailto:2018.GoldstoneFire@firenet.gov
https://twitter.com/BvrhdDrldgeNF


Southwest Area Incident Management Team 4 takes command of Beaver Creek Fire 
August 18, 2018 Daily Update 

Fire Acres Start Date Cause Containment Personnel Fuels Location 
Goldstone 7,158 August 2, 2018 Lightning 0% 193 Timber (litter, 

grass, understory) 
18 miles S of 
Jackson, MT 

Beaver Creek 1,989 August 11, 2018 Lightning 8% 58 Timber (litter, 
understory) 

18 miles NE of 
Wisdom, MT 

General Information: Today at 6:00 A.M., Southwest Area Incident Management Team 4 took command of the Beaver Creek Fire on 
the Wisdom Ranger District of the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest. Team 4 will maintain command of both the Goldstone 
and Beaver Creek Fires. A public meeting to provide updates on both fires is planned for Tuesday, August 21, at 7:00 P.M. at the 
Wisdom Community Building. 

Goldstone Fire Operations: On the south side of the Goldstone Fire, heavy equipment operators are constructing a fuel break on 
Forest Road 181 west to Forest Road 185 to halt further southern movement. Yesterday, crews were able to successfully contain a 
spot fire over Forest Road 185. In Sandy Creek, hand crews are working to create better access into the Goldstone and Sandy Creek 
Mine area. Rappellers completed burnout operations on the ridgeline between Sandy and Kenney Creeks near Beaverhead 
Mountain along the Continental Divide. To the north, crews are working with local resource advisors to identify and protect natural 
and cultural resources. On the east side, firefighters are focused on keeping the fire west of Bloody Dick Road.  

Beaver Creek Fire Operations: The Beaver Creek Fire moderated yesterday as moisture and high humidities reduced smoke 
considerably. Today, two Type 2 crews and two dozers will continue to construct fireline along the Forest’s southern boundary to 
minimize potential impacts to private land.  

Evacuations: There are currently no evacuation orders in effect for the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires. Residents should be aware 
of the dangers that may exist in their area, monitor emergency services websites and local media outlets for information. For more 
information regarding evacuation preparedness, check with your local County Sheriff’s offices: 
http://beaverheadcounty.org/departments/sheriff/ and http://lemhicountyidaho.org/Sheriffs%20Office.htm. 

Fire Weather:  After Friday evening’s widespread thunderstorms and erratic wind gusts, there is a decreased chance for showers 
and thunderstorms today. Meteorologists predict a slight chance of showers and thunderstorms during the evening, with generally 
cooler temperatures and higher humidity.   

Closures: The area around the fires remains closed for public safety. Roadblocks have been set up on forest roads accessing the two 
fire areas. In support of these closures, the Continental Divide Trail has been rerouted around the fires. The trail reroute maps and 
closure orders for both forests can be found on the InciWeb pages shown below. 

Restrictions: STAGE 1 FIRE RESTRICTIONS ARE IN EFFECT AS OF AUGUST 15, 2018. For information on current fire restrictions, please 
visit the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf and Salmon-Challis National Forest 
website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf.    

Smoke Situation: Currently, there 50 uncontained large fires in the nation which are filtering smoke into the valleys of Montana and 
Idaho. Smoke information can be found on the MT Department of Environmental Quality website: http://bit.ly/wildfiresmokereport.  

Goldstone Fire Information: (602) 529-5924 Goldstone InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/ 
Beaver Creek Fire Information: (406) 616-2788 Beaver Creek InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6147/ 
Email: 2018.GoldstoneFire@firenet.gov Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-

Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/  Twitter: https://twitter.com/BvrhdDrldgeNF   
Office Hours: 8:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. 

http://beaverheadcounty.org/departments/sheriff/
http://lemhicountyidaho.org/Sheriffs%20Office.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf
http://bit.ly/wildfiresmokereport
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6147/
mailto:2018.GoldstoneFire@firenet.gov
https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/
https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/
https://twitter.com/BvrhdDrldgeNF


 

 

Public invited to Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires community meeting 
August 19, 2018 Daily Update 

 

Fire Acres Start Date Cause Containment Personnel Fuels Location 
Goldstone 9,191 August 2, 2018 Lightning 0% 194 Timber (litter, 

grass, understory) 
18 miles S of 
Jackson, MT 

Beaver Creek 2,067 August 11, 2018 Lightning 8% 61 Timber (litter, 
understory) 

18 miles NE of 
Wisdom, MT 

 
General Information: The Southwest Area Incident Management Team 4 will host a community meeting for the Goldstone and 
Beaver Creek Fires at 7:00 P.M. on Tuesday, August 21, at the Wisdom Community Building. The meeting will be recorded and 
posted on the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest Facebook page for those unable to attend in-person: 
https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/.    
 
Goldstone Fire Operations: The Goldstone Fire received rainfall yesterday which moderated fire activity. The increase in acreage is 
the result of updated infrared mapping, which had not been completed for several days due to competition with surrounding fires 
for aerial resources. Yesterday, crews discovered and contained a spot fire south of the main fire between Forest Road 185 and the 
Continental Divide. Using heavy equipment, firefighters continue to strengthen the southern firelines by connecting into the existing 
road system. On the west side, firefighters are developing strategies to prevent the fire from spreading onto private property. Over 
the next few days, resources may be reassigned to other portions of the fire as crews complete fireline construction to the north.  
 
Beaver Creek Fire Operations: Firefighters completed dozer line on the west side of the Beaver Creek Fire to minimize fire spread to 
private land. Crews are removing brush along Howell Creek Road #1278 and scouting additional locations for dozer lines to the east.  
 
Evacuations: There are currently no evacuation orders in effect for the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires. Residents should be aware 
of the dangers that may exist in their area, and monitor emergency services websites and local media outlets for information. For 
more information regarding evacuation preparedness, check with your local County Sheriff’s offices: 
http://beaverheadcounty.org/departments/sheriff/ and http://lemhicountyidaho.org/Sheriffs%20Office.htm. 
 
Fire Weather: Today the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires will see partly cloudy skies, with a slight chance for thunderstorms during 
the afternoon and evening. Winds will generally be light, with maximum temperatures in the low 70s. An approaching weather 
system will keep showers in the forecast overnight. Monday looks cool, showery, and breezy as a low pressure system pushes in 
from the northwest.  
 
Closures: The area around both fires remains closed for public safety. Roadblocks have been set up on forest roads accessing the 
two fire areas. In support of these closures, the Continental Divide Trail has been rerouted around the fires. The trail reroute maps 
and closure orders for both forests can be found on the InciWeb pages shown below. 
 
Restrictions: STAGE 1 FIRE RESTRICTIONS ARE IN EFFECT AS OF AUGUST 15, 2018. For information on current fire restrictions, please 
visit the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf and Salmon-Challis National Forest 
website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf.    
 
Smoke Situation: Currently, there are 55 uncontained large fires in the nation which are filtering smoke into the valleys of Montana 
and Idaho. Smoke information can be found on the MT Dept. of Environmental Quality website: http://bit.ly/wildfiresmokereport.   
 

Goldstone Fire Information: (602) 529-5924 Goldstone InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/ 
Beaver Creek Fire Information: (406) 616-2788 Beaver Creek InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6147/ 
Email: 2018.GoldstoneFire@firenet.gov Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-

Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/  Twitter: https://twitter.com/BvrhdDrldgeNF   
 

https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/
http://beaverheadcounty.org/departments/sheriff/
http://lemhicountyidaho.org/Sheriffs%20Office.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf
http://bit.ly/wildfiresmokereport
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6147/
mailto:2018.GoldstoneFire@firenet.gov
https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/
https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/
https://twitter.com/BvrhdDrldgeNF


 

 

Gusty winds, rain and hail predicted over Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires 
August 20, 2018 Daily Update 

 

Fire Acres Start Date Cause Containment Personnel Fuels Location 
Goldstone 9,191 August 2, 2018 Lightning 7% 202 Timber (litter, 

grass, understory) 
18 miles S of 
Jackson, MT 

Beaver Creek 2,067 August 11, 2018 Lightning 8% 48 Timber (litter, 
understory) 

18 miles NE of 
Wisdom, MT 

 
General Information: The Incident Management Team will host a community meeting for the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires at 
7:00 P.M. on Tuesday, August 21, at the Wisdom Community Building in Wisdom, Montana. A second community meeting will be 
hosted in Salmon, Idaho, on Wednesday. More information regarding the Salmon meeting will be shared in a future news release.   
 
Goldstone Fire Operations: The Goldstone Fire has burned 1,403 acres onto the Salmon-Challis National Forest at 8000-ft elevation, 
approximately ½-1 mile north of Kenney Creek Road. Firefighters in this area continue to scout for natural and cultural resource 
values that may become impacted by the Goldstone Fire. The majority of the fire (7,788 acres) continues to burn on the Beaverhead-
Deerlodge National Forest, although firefighters are making good progress on the north, east and south sides of the fire. Sustained 
high humidities and rainfall continue to moderate fire activity. To the north, crews are working to protect the historic Goldstone 
Mine by removing excess vegetation around the perimeter to prevent damage should the fire move into the area.  
 
Beaver Creek Fire Operations: The Beaver Creek Fire received moisture and lightning this morning, which will likely continue 
throughout the day. Crews continue contingency line construction near the National Forest boundary south of the main fire 
perimeter. With the increased potential for lightning, crews are watching for spot fires particularly near the vegetation type 
transition from timber to sage brush.  
 
Evacuations: There are currently no evacuation orders in effect for the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires. Residents should be aware 
of the dangers that may exist in their area, and monitor emergency services websites and local media outlets for information. For 
more information regarding evacuation preparedness, check with your local County Sheriff’s offices: 
http://beaverheadcounty.org/departments/sheriff/ and http://lemhicountyidaho.org/Sheriffs%20Office.htm. 
 
Fire Weather: Today will be one of the more active weather days over the fires. A system will approach from the north and bring 
widespread showers and a good chance for accumulating rainfall across both fires. There will also be scattered thunderstorms with 
this system which could produce very gusty winds and small hail. On Monday night, winds will increase from the east, especially over 
higher terrain. However, wet weather and high relative humidities should help mitigate the impact from these winds. Tuesday will 
see a return to mostly cloudy skies and calmer winds with a slight chance of afternoon showers and thunderstorms once again.   
 
Closures: The area around both fires remains closed for public safety. Roadblocks have been set up on forest roads accessing the 
two fire areas. In support of these closures, the Continental Divide Trail has been rerouted around the fires. The trail reroute maps 
and closure orders for both forests can be found on the InciWeb pages shown below. 
 
Restrictions: Stage 1 Fire Restrictions are currently in effect. For information, please visit the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest 
website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf and Salmon-Challis National Forest website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf.   
 
Smoke Situation: Currently, there are 53 uncontained large fires in the nation which are filtering smoke into the valleys of Montana 
and Idaho. Smoke information can be found on the MT Dept. of Environmental Quality website: http://bit.ly/wildfiresmokereport.   
 

Goldstone Fire Information: (602) 529-5924 Goldstone InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/ 
Beaver Creek Fire Information: (406) 616-2788 Beaver Creek InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6147/ 
Email: 2018.GoldstoneFire@firenet.gov Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-

Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/  Twitter: https://twitter.com/BvrhdDrldgeNF   

http://beaverheadcounty.org/departments/sheriff/
http://lemhicountyidaho.org/Sheriffs%20Office.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf
http://bit.ly/wildfiresmokereport
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6147/
mailto:2018.GoldstoneFire@firenet.gov
https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/
https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/
https://twitter.com/BvrhdDrldgeNF


 

 

Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires community meeting in Wisdom tonight, Salmon tomorrow 
August 21, 2018 Daily Update 

 

Fire Acres Start Date Cause Containment Personnel Fuels Location 
Goldstone 9,191 August 2, 2018 Lightning 7% 241 Timber (litter, 

grass, understory) 
18 miles S of 
Jackson, MT 

Beaver Creek 2,067 August 11, 2018 Lightning 8% 51 Timber (litter, 
understory) 

18 miles NE of 
Wisdom, MT 

 
General Information: The Incident Management Team will host a community meeting for the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires 
today at 7:00 P.M. at the Wisdom Community Building in Wisdom, Montana. A second community meeting will be hosted on 
Wednesday at 6:00 P.M. at the 17 Mile Fire Station in Salmon, Idaho. Both meetings will be recorded and posted on the 
Beaverhead-Deerlodge and Salmon-Challis National Forests’ Facebook pages (see links below) for those unable to attend in-person.  
 
Goldstone Fire Operations: Yesterday, firefighters took advantage of the cooler weather to continue preparations on Forest Road 
7327 to Goldstone Pass. The Goldstone Fire received substantial rain overnight, with the heaviest rainfall (0.5 inches) over the 
Skinner Meadow area. Although the rains have temporarily moderated fire activity, the potential for increased activity still exists if 
weather conditions return to hot and dry. Following heavy equipment operations, a 20-person hotshot crew will hike into steeper 
terrain to cut standing dead trees, trim low branches, and move cut vegetation out of the fire’s path. Primary control lines have been 
identified on the Salmon-Challis National Forest and will be implemented based on fire progression. Both the Goldstone and Beaver 
Creek Fires are being managed under a full suppression strategy.  
 
Beaver Creek Fire Operations: The Beaver Creek Fire received heavy moisture throughout the day yesterday, with no observed 
movement of the fire. Crews will continue to improve the Howell Creek Road as a contingency plan to stop the fire should it move 
further south toward private lands.  
 
Evacuations: There are currently no evacuation orders in effect for the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires. Residents should be aware 
of the dangers that may exist in their area, and monitor emergency services websites and local media outlets for information. For 
more information regarding evacuation preparedness, check with your local County Sheriff’s offices: 
http://beaverheadcounty.org/departments/sheriff/ and http://lemhicountyidaho.org/Sheriffs%20Office.htm. 
 
Fire Weather: After a wet and stormy day on Monday, Tuesday will bring calmer conditions. Widespread fog is possible in the 
morning with very high humidities. Winds will be generally light with easterly winds at ridgetops and slope-driven winds down in the 
valleys. Temperatures will struggle to climb with cloud cover and a cool moist airmass. Tuesday night will bring cold temperatures as 
skies clear. Patchy fog will be possible once again by morning. Wednesday will see a slight warming and drying trend. A fair amount 
of sunshine in the morning could aid in the development of scattered showers and thunderstorms in the afternoon.  
 
Closures: The area around both fires remains closed for public safety. Roadblocks have been set up on forest roads accessing the 
two fire areas. In support of these closures, the Continental Divide Trail has been rerouted around the fires. The trail reroute maps 
and closure orders for both forests can be found on the InciWeb pages shown below. 
 
Restrictions: Stage 1 Fire Restrictions are currently in effect. For information, please visit the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest 
website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf and Salmon-Challis National Forest website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf.   
 

Goldstone Fire Information: (602) 529-5924 Goldstone InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/ 
Beaver Creek Fire Information: (406) 616-2788 Beaver Creek InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6147/ 
Email: 2018.GoldstoneFire@firenet.gov Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-

Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/  Twitter: https://twitter.com/BvrhdDrldgeNF   
 

http://beaverheadcounty.org/departments/sheriff/
http://lemhicountyidaho.org/Sheriffs%20Office.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6147/
mailto:2018.GoldstoneFire@firenet.gov
https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/
https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/
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Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires public meeting tonight in Salmon 
August 22, 2018 Daily Update 

Fire Acres Start Date Cause Containment Personnel Fuels Location 
Goldstone 9,264 August 2, 2018 Lightning 7% 275 Timber (litter, 

grass, understory) 
18 miles S of 
Jackson, MT 

Beaver Creek 2,067 August 11, 2018 Lightning 8% 52 Timber (litter, 
understory) 

18 miles NE of 
Wisdom, MT 

General Information: The Incident Management Team will host a community meeting for the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires 
today at 6:00 P.M. at the 17 Mile Fire Station located south of the QB Corporation Plant (1420 HWY 28) 16 miles south of Salmon, 
Idaho. The meeting will be recorded and posted on the Beaverhead-Deerlodge and Salmon-Challis National Forests’ Facebook pages 
(see links below) for those unable to attend in-person.  

Goldstone Fire Operations: The Goldstone Fire has burned 1,463 acres on the Salmon-Challis National Forest and 7,801 acres on the 
Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest. The strategy for both the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires remains 100% suppression. 
There are approximately 400 dead standing lodgepole pine trees per acre throughout the fire area. When fire passes through the 
forest, the shallow root structure of lodgepole pine loses grip on the soil; the slightest wind may cause the trees to fall. These 
conditions create a dangerous environment for firefighters to work directly on the fire’s edge, therefore fire managers are 
implementing an indirect attack on the fire. On the east side, the Bloody Dick Road is providing a safe location for a hotshot crew to 
drop snags along the road’s edge to reinforce firelines. Heavy equipment taskforces continue to build fireline to the south and north. 
Primary control lines have been identified on the Salmon-Challis National Forest and will be implemented based on fire progression. 

Beaver Creek Fire Operations: The recording of last night’s community meeting in Wisdom may be viewed on both National Forest 
Facebook pages. Recent rainfall has dramatically reduced fire behavior on the Beaver Creek Fire. One crew and ten local firefighters 
will remain on the fire today and continue to improve the Howell Creek Road as a contingency plan to stop the fire’s spread toward 
private lands. With most of the resources redirected to the Goldstone Fire, the spike camp in Fish Trap will be dismantled. 

Evacuations: There are currently no evacuation orders in effect for the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires. Residents should be aware 
of the dangers that may exist in their area, and monitor emergency services websites and local media outlets for information. For 
more information regarding evacuation preparedness, check with your local County Sheriff’s offices: 
http://beaverheadcounty.org/departments/sheriff/ and http://lemhicountyidaho.org/Sheriffs%20Office.htm. 

Fire Weather: After a few days of wet and cooler conditions, Wednesday will represent the start of a developing warmer and drier 
pattern. Abundant morning sunshine will lead to warming temperatures and allow for a chance of showers and thunderstorms this 
afternoon. Winds will increase out of the southwest in the afternoon, with gusts to 20 MPH over the ridgetops. Winds and possible 
showers and thunderstorms will taper off through the evening, with slightly warmer temperatures compared to Tuesday night. On 
Thursday, no precipitation is expected and temperatures should climb into the low to mid 70s. Southwest to west winds will 
continue to increase to 10-20 MPH, especially over higher terrain.  

Closures: The area around both fires remains closed for public safety. Roadblocks have been set up on forest roads accessing the 
two fire areas. In support of these closures, the Continental Divide Trail has been rerouted around the fires. The trail reroute maps 
and closure orders for both forests can be found on the InciWeb pages shown below. 

Restrictions: Stage 1 Fire Restrictions are currently in effect. For information, please visit the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest 
website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf and Salmon-Challis National Forest website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf.   

Goldstone Fire Information: (602) 529-5924 Goldstone InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/ 
Beaver Creek Fire Information: (406) 616-2788 Beaver Creek InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6147/ 
Email: 2018.GoldstoneFire@firenet.gov Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-

Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/  Twitter: https://twitter.com/BvrhdDrldgeNF   

http://beaverheadcounty.org/departments/sheriff/
http://lemhicountyidaho.org/Sheriffs%20Office.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6147/
mailto:2018.GoldstoneFire@firenet.gov
https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/
https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/
https://twitter.com/BvrhdDrldgeNF


 

 

Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fire behavior slowed, for now 
August 23, 2018 Daily Update 

 

Fire Acres Start Date Cause Containment Personnel Fuels Location 

Goldstone 9,264 August 2, 2018 Lightning 7% 289 Timber (litter, 
grass, understory) 

18 miles S of 
Jackson, MT 

Beaver Creek 2,067 August 11, 2018 Lightning 13% 52 Timber (litter, 
understory) 

18 miles NE of 
Wisdom, MT 

 
General Information: The Incident Management Team hosted a community meeting for the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires 
yesterday at 6:00 PM near Salmon, Idaho. The meeting was recorded and will be posted on the Beaverhead-Deerlodge and Salmon-
Challis National Forests’ Facebook pages (see links below).  
 
Goldstone Fire Operations: The Goldstone Fire has burned 1,463 acres on the Salmon-Challis National Forest and 7,801 acres on the 
Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest. The strategy for both the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires remains 100% suppression. 
Wednesday, very little fire activity was observed from an aerial reconnaissance of the incident. Moderated fire behavior was 
observed on the main fire perimeter in the heavy fuels, and only isolated smokes were detected on the northern-most portion along 
Goldstone Road. However, current activity levels combined with the stronger southwesterly winds expected for today have the 
potential for increased fire behavior and could challenge the strongest containment lines on the east side along FS Road 181. Crews 
and equipment will continue to build and reinforce firelines. There is a substantial proportion of dead standing lodgepole pine trees 
per acre throughout the fire area (up to ~40%). This presents a major safety hazard to firefighters. To mitigate this risk, fire 
managers are implementing an indirect attack on the fire. To date, no major injuries have occurred on the incident.  
 
Beaver Creek Fire Operations: Recent rainfall has dramatically reduced fire behavior on the Beaver Creek Fire as was confirmed by 
aerial reconnaissance. Crews will remain on the fire today conducting suppression repair by chipping along Mystic Rd.  
 
Evacuations: There are currently no evacuation orders in effect for the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires. Residents should be aware 
of the dangers that may exist in their area, and monitor emergency services websites and local media outlets for information. For 
more information regarding evacuation preparedness, check with your local County Sheriff’s offices: 
http://beaverheadcounty.org/departments/sheriff/ and http://lemhicountyidaho.org/Sheriffs%20Office.htm. 
 
Fire Weather: Thursday will be the driest day of the week with no precipitation and temperatures reaching into the 70s. Increasing 
SW winds are expected, especially over ridgetops with sustained winds reaching 10 to 20 mph by the afternoon. Winds will subside 
through the evening. Minimum temperatures will fall into the low 40s and relative humidity will rise to near 60 %. Friday will be 
warm again with relatively low humidities. Scattered showers and thunderstorms can be expected Friday afternoon along with 
sustained westerly winds between 20 and 25 mph. 
 
Closures: The area around both fires remains closed for public safety. Roadblocks have been set up on forest roads accessing the 
two fire areas. In support of these closures, the Continental Divide Trail has been rerouted around the fires. The trail reroute maps 
and closure orders for both forests can be found on the InciWeb pages shown below. 
 
Restrictions: Stage 1 Fire Restrictions are currently in effect. For information, please visit the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest 
website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf and Salmon-Challis National Forest website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf.   
 

Goldstone Fire Information: (602) 529-5924 Goldstone InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/ 
Beaver Creek Fire Information: (406) 616-2788 Beaver Creek InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6147/ 
Email: 2018.GoldstoneFire@firenet.gov Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-

Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/  Twitter: https://twitter.com/BvrhdDrldgeNF   
 

http://beaverheadcounty.org/departments/sheriff/
http://lemhicountyidaho.org/Sheriffs%20Office.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6147/
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Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires tested by Red Flag conditions 
August 24, 2018 Daily Update 

 

Fire Acres Start Date Cause Containment Personnel Fuels Location 
Goldstone 9,311 August 2, 2018 Lightning 7% 290 Timber (litter, 

grass, understory) 
18 miles S of 
Jackson, MT 

Beaver Creek 2,068 August 11, 2018 Lightning 13% 52 Timber (litter, 
understory) 

18 miles NE of 
Wisdom, MT 

 
General Information: After several days of cooler temperatures and wetting rains, fire managers are preparing for increasingly dry 
conditions to reenter the area over the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires. Given the hot, dry and windy conditions that are 
expected, the incident meteorologist has issued a local Red Flag Warning over the fire area. The three helicopters currently assigned 
to the fires may be used today to drop buckets of water onto observable hot spots to slow fire spread and temper fire activity. 
Firefighters are implementing a full suppression strategy on both fires. 
 
Goldstone Fire Operations: The Goldstone Fire has burned 1,509 acres on the Salmon-Challis National Forest and 7,802 acres on the 
Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest. Yesterday, minimal fire activity was observed with most of the new growth resulting from a 
spot fire on the west side in upper Kenney Creek. This spot fire is burning uphill into the blackened area away from indirect firelines. 
Today, there is a potential for increased fire activity as a result of higher temperatures and increased winds. Based on wind 
direction, firefighters are prepared to defend indirect lines on the south and east sides of the fire, near Bloody Dick Creek. To 
mitigate risks to firefighters, logging equipment will be used to improve firelines in those areas with the most standing dead trees.  
 
Beaver Creek Fire Operations: Although many resources have been reassigned to the Goldstone Fire, crews on the Beaver Creek Fire 
continue to focus their efforts on the southeast side of the fire area. Chipping operations will continue today along Mystic Road, as 
firefighters begin to repair the land that has been impacted by suppression activities.  
 
Evacuations: There are currently no evacuation orders in effect for the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires. Residents should be aware 
of the dangers that may exist in their area, and monitor emergency services websites and local media outlets for information. For 
more information regarding evacuation preparedness, check with your local County Sheriff’s offices: 
http://beaverheadcounty.org/departments/sheriff/ and http://lemhicountyidaho.org/Sheriffs%20Office.htm. 
 
Fire Weather: Friday will see another warm and dry day across both fires. A weak area of low pressure will slide through during the 
afternoon, bringing some clouds and a slight chance for dry thunderstorms. The big story for the day will be the increasing westerly 
winds up to 20 to 30 MPH, mostly over higher terrain. Friday night, any showers and thunderstorms will taper off as the sun goes 
down. Winds could come out of the northwesterly direction briefly in the late evening, before turning to the north-northeast and 
decreasing overnight. Temperatures will drop into the mid-40s with humidities rebounding into the upper 50s. Saturday will see 
another mostly sunny day with no precipitation expected. Gusty westerly winds will continue through the day. Temperatures will 
once again climb into the mid-70s with humidities dropping as low as the upper teens.  
 
Closures: The area around both fires remains closed for public safety. Roadblocks have been set up on forest roads accessing the 
two fire areas. In support of these closures, the Continental Divide Trail has been rerouted around the fires. The trail reroute maps 
and closure orders for both forests can be found on the InciWeb pages shown below. 
 
Restrictions: Stage 1 Fire Restrictions are currently in effect. For information, please visit the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest 
website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf and Salmon-Challis National Forest website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf.   
 

Goldstone Fire Information: (602) 529-5924 Goldstone InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/ 
Beaver Creek Fire Information: (406) 616-2788 Beaver Creek InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6147/ 
Email: 2018.GoldstoneFire@firenet.gov Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-

Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/  Twitter: https://twitter.com/BvrhdDrldgeNF   

http://beaverheadcounty.org/departments/sheriff/
http://lemhicountyidaho.org/Sheriffs%20Office.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6147/
mailto:2018.GoldstoneFire@firenet.gov
https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/
https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/
https://twitter.com/BvrhdDrldgeNF


 

 

Firefighters monitor control lines as fuels dry out on the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires 
August 25, 2018 Daily Update 

 

Fire Acres Start Date Cause Containment Personnel Fuels Location 
Goldstone 9,337 August 2, 2018 Lightning 7% 309 Timber (litter, 

grass, understory) 
18 miles S of 
Jackson, MT 

Beaver Creek 2,074 August 11, 2018 Lightning 24% 51 Timber (litter, 
understory) 

18 miles NE of 
Wisdom, MT 

 
General Information: Yesterday’s winds and drier conditions will continue today prompting another local Red Flag Warning over the 
Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fire areas. Fuels are beginning to dry out as temperatures rise and relative humidities fall. Crews will 
monitor lines and start suppression repair work in several areas. If conditions allow, air resources currently assigned to the incidents 
may be utilized today to suppress hot spots. A full suppression strategy is being implemented on both fires. 
 
Goldstone Fire Operations: The Goldstone Fire has burned 1,510 acres on the Salmon-Challis National Forest and 7,827 acres on the 
Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest. An infrared flight last night showed minimal growth on the fire, mainly on the upper end of 
Kenney Creek. Yesterday, crews strengthened containment lines around a spot fire above Bloody Dick Creek in anticipation of 
projected higher winds. All fire control features are now constructed and firefighters are waiting for the right conditions to ignite 
back burns should the fire reach those lines. If today’s winds cause spot fires in areas with standing dead trees, heavy equipment will 
be used to construct new lines in an effort to mitigate risk to firefighters. 
 
Beaver Creek Fire Operations: Yesterday’s winds and warmer temperatures allowed the fire to grow slightly on the southeastern 
side. The Beaver Creek Fire remains within constructed control lines and firefighters will monitor fire activity in those areas today. 
Chipping operations will continue along the Mystic Road.  
 
Evacuations: There are currently no evacuation orders in effect for the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires. Residents should be aware 
of the dangers that may exist in their area, and monitor emergency services websites and local media outlets for information. For 
more information regarding evacuation preparedness, check with your local County Sheriff’s offices: 
http://beaverheadcounty.org/departments/sheriff/ and http://lemhicountyidaho.org/Sheriffs%20Office.htm. 
 
Fire Weather: Saturday will be another warm and dry day across the fires. The region will be caught between weather systems, 
allowing temperatures to climb into the low to mid 70s. Relative humidity values will drop to near 20% and breezy westerly winds 
will continue. Saturday night, westerly winds will continue to be breezy, mainly over the higher terrain. While humidities will rise and 
temperatures will drop in the lower elevations, it will remain quite warm and dry along the ridges. Late Sunday into Monday, an 
intensifying area of low pressure will start to sink south over the fires, bringing cooler, moister air and the best chance for 
widespread rain since August 20th. Before any rain arrives, expect continued moderate to strong southwest to west winds across the 
fire area. 
 
Closures: The area around both fires remains closed for public safety. Roadblocks have been set up on forest roads accessing the 
two fire areas. In support of these closures, the Continental Divide Trail has been rerouted around the fires. The trail reroute maps 
and closure orders for both forests can be found on the InciWeb pages shown below. 
 
Restrictions: Stage 1 Fire Restrictions are currently in effect. For information, please visit the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest 
website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf and Salmon-Challis National Forest website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf.   
 

Goldstone Fire Information: (602) 529-5924 Goldstone InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/ 
Beaver Creek Fire Information: (406) 616-2788 Beaver Creek InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6147/ 
Email: 2018.GoldstoneFire@firenet.gov Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-

Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/  Twitter: https://twitter.com/BvrhdDrldgeNF   
 

http://beaverheadcounty.org/departments/sheriff/
http://lemhicountyidaho.org/Sheriffs%20Office.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf
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Suppression repair efforts begin on the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires 
August 26, 2018 Daily Update 

 

Fire Acres Start Date Cause Containment Personnel Fuels Location 
Goldstone 9,337 August 2, 2018 Lightning 7% 336 Timber (litter, 

grass, understory) 
18 miles S of 
Jackson, MT 

Beaver Creek 2,074 August 11, 2018 Lightning 24% 50 Timber (litter, 
understory) 

18 miles NE of 
Wisdom, MT 

 
General Information: Despite yesterday’s local Red Flag conditions, both the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires showed few 
observable smokes and no fire movement. Both fires are currently holding within the established firelines. Crews will begin 
suppression repair work in several areas surrounding both fires.  
 
Goldstone Fire Operations: The Goldstone Fire has burned 1,510 acres on the Salmon-Challis National Forest and 7,827 acres on the 
Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest. Based on yesterday’s observations, the only area showing fire activity is the west end in 
upper Kenney Creek. Despite this activity, fire growth was minimal, as winds continue to push the active fire back into the blackened 
area. Firefighters are planning to begin repair work today in accordance with the Fire Suppression Repair Plan provided by the 
Salmon-Challis and Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forests. Near Goldstone Peak, repairs will include chipping cut limbs to reduce 
hazardous fuels and encourage nutrient recycling in the soil. As a result of decreased fire activity, the spike camp at Skinner Meadow 
will be dismantled.  
 
Beaver Creek Fire Operations: Repair work will continue along Mystic Road to the south of the Beaver Creek Fire. Fire managers 
anticipate one more day of repair work in the Beaver Creek Fire area before shifting chipping equipment to the Goldstone Fire. 
Overall, the number of resources on the Beaver Creek Fire will continue to decrease as crews are reassigned to the Goldstone Fire or 
reach the end of their 14-day work assignment.  
 
Evacuations: There are currently no evacuation orders in effect for the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires. Residents should be aware 
of the dangers that may exist in their area, and monitor emergency services websites and local media outlets for information. For 
more information regarding evacuation preparedness, check with your local County Sheriff’s offices: 
http://beaverheadcounty.org/departments/sheriff/ and http://lemhicountyidaho.org/Sheriffs%20Office.htm. 
 
Fire Weather: Sunday will usher in the start of a weather pattern change. A developing system will drop in from the northwest, 
bringing much cooler and wetter air. Before it arrives, moderate west winds will persist through much of Sunday. By afternoon, 
clouds and shower activity will increase with an outside chance of thunderstorms. Sunday night showers will turn into steady rain 
overnight. Temperatures will hold near 40 degrees while relative humidities rise significantly. The rain will continue on Monday, as 
all signs now point to a wetting rain across the area. Temperatures will struggle to reach 50 degrees for a high on Monday. By 
Monday night, skies will start to clear as northwest winds begin to push some drier air over the fires. This could make for a very cold 
night with freezing levels dropping to approximately 8,500 feet.  
 
Closures: The area around both fires remains closed for public safety. Roadblocks have been set up on forest roads accessing the 
two fire areas. In support of these closures, the Continental Divide Trail has been rerouted around the fires. The trail reroute maps 
and closure orders for both forests can be found on the InciWeb pages shown below. 
 
Restrictions: Stage 1 Fire Restrictions are currently in effect. For information, please visit the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest 
website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf and Salmon-Challis National Forest website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf.   
 

Goldstone Fire Information: (602) 529-5924 Goldstone InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/ 
Beaver Creek Fire Information: (406) 616-2788 Beaver Creek InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6147/ 
Email: 2018.GoldstoneFire@firenet.gov Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-

Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/  Twitter: https://twitter.com/BvrhdDrldgeNF   

http://beaverheadcounty.org/departments/sheriff/
http://lemhicountyidaho.org/Sheriffs%20Office.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf
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Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires receive precipitation and snowfall 
August 27, 2018 Daily Update 

 

Fire Acres Start Date Cause Containment Personnel Fuels Location 
Goldstone 9,337 August 2, 2018 Lightning 7% 336 Timber (litter, 

grass, understory) 
18 miles S of 
Jackson, MT 

Beaver Creek 2,074 August 11, 2018 Lightning 24% 50 Timber (litter, 
understory) 

18 miles NE of 
Wisdom, MT 

 
General Information: Both the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires received measureable precipitation overnight, with over 0.3 inches 
in many areas. There has been little observable smoke and no fire movement on either fire for several days. Both fires are currently 
holding within the established firelines and crews have begun suppression repair work throughout both fire areas.  
 
Goldstone Fire Operations: The Goldstone Fire has burned 1,510 acres on the Salmon-Challis National Forest and 7,827 acres on the 
Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest. Repair work will continue today in accordance with the Fire Suppression Repair Plan 
provided by the Beaverhead-Deerlodge and Salmon-Challis National Forests. Those firefighting resources who camped at Skinner 
Meadow spike camp have left the spike camp at Skinner Meadow and have relocated to the spike camp at Kajin Ranch. Personnel 
numbers will decrease today as resources reach the end of their 14-day assignments or are reassigned to other fires across the 
country.  
 
Beaver Creek Fire Operations: Depending on weather conditions, crews will attempt to complete suppression repair work along the 
Mystic Road today. At this time, only local firefighting resources are still assigned to the Beaver Creek Fire, as all other resources 
have been reassigned to the Goldstone Fire or demobilized back to the home units. The temporary flight restriction over the Beaver 
Creek Fire area will be released today.  
 
Fire Weather: Wet, cold, and raw conditions will be the story today. A large area of low pressure will continue to slide into the area 
from the north. This low pressure will usher in much colder air with the best chance for wetting rain that the fires have seen in a 
week. Snow levels will drop to nearly 8,000 feet. As the system exits the area Monday afternoon, some weak energy could trigger an 
isolated thunderstorm. Northwest winds will pick up in the evening helping to usher in some cold, but dry air. Monday night, rain 
and snow will dissipate as drier northwest winds push in. This will make for a cold, foggy and frosty night. The rain and cold weather 
will be fairly short-lived as skies clear on Tuesday. This will allow for a fairly quick warm-up and conditions drying out through the 
day and the remainder of the week. 
 
Closures: The area around both fires remains closed for public safety. Roadblocks have been set up on forest roads accessing the 
two fire areas. In support of these closures, the Continental Divide Trail has been rerouted around the fires. The trail reroute maps 
and closure orders for both forests can be found on the InciWeb pages shown below. 
 
Restrictions: Stage 1 Fire Restrictions are currently in effect. For information, please visit the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest 
website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf and Salmon-Challis National Forest website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf.   
 

Goldstone Fire Information: (602) 529-5924 Goldstone InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/ 
Beaver Creek Fire Information: (406) 616-2788 Beaver Creek InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6147/ 
Email: 2018.GoldstoneFire@firenet.gov Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-

Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/  Twitter: https://twitter.com/BvrhdDrldgeNF   
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https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/
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Forest closure changes for Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires 
August 28, 2018 Daily Update 

 

Fire Acres Start Date Cause Containment Personnel Fuels Location 

Goldstone 9,337 August 2, 2018 Lightning 22% 340 Timber (litter, 
grass, understory) 

18 miles S of 
Jackson, MT 

Beaver Creek 2,074 August 11, 2018 Lightning 35% 12 Timber (litter, 
understory) 

18 miles NE of 
Wisdom, MT 

 
General Information: There has been little observable smoke and no fire movement on both the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires 
for several days. Both fires are currently holding within the established firelines and crews have begun suppression repair work 
throughout both fire areas. Containment has increased on both fires, up to 22% on the Goldstone and 35% on Beaver Creek. 
 
Goldstone Fire Operations: The Goldstone Fire has burned 1,510 acres on the Salmon-Challis National Forest and 7,827 acres on the 
Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest. In coordination with local Resource Advisors, crews will continue to implement the 
Goldstone Suppression Repair Plan. The purpose of these repairs includes minimizing soil erosion, restoring trail and road usability, 
closing all non-motorized areas, preparing for removal of logs, and removing all firefighting supplies and trash. The temporary flight 
restriction for the Goldstone Fire will be lifted today at 6:00 P.M. 
 
Beaver Creek Fire Operations: At this time, only local firefighting resources are still assigned to the Beaver Creek Fire; current 
planned actions are to monitor fire activity. All other resources have been reassigned to the Goldstone Fire or demobilized back to 
their home units.  
 
Fire Weather: On Monday, locations around the fires received 0.3 to 0.6 inches of rain, and snow was reported over the higher 
elevations. Temperatures struggled to reach 50°F. Heavy showers came in the afternoon, then precipitation began dissipating in the 
late evening as northwest winds started to push drier air over the fire area. Skies should clear today by late morning with dry 
northwest air moving in. Temperatures will rebound, but it will still be a cool day across the fires. Humidities will start falling back 
towards a normal range by mid-afternoon, and moderate sustained W-SW winds will resume along the ridgetops, with gusts up to 
25 MPH late in the day. Wednesday will bring more warming and drying, and a ridge of high pressure will bring in abundant 
sunshine. Temperatures will climb into the mid-70s, and humidities will drop back into the low-20s. 
 
Closures: The closure orders for the Beaver Creek Fire have been lifted, and the area is now open to the public. The Goldstone Fire 
closure has been reduced. The new closure area is contained in the north by Forest Service Road (FSR) 7330, on the east by FSR 181 
(Bloody Dick Road), on the south by Terrell Creek, and on the west by the Continental Divide Trail. Roadblocks have been set up on 
forest roads accessing the Goldstone Fire area. In support of the closure, the Continental Divide Trail has been rerouted around the 
fires. The trail reroute maps and closure orders for both forests can be found on the InciWeb pages shown below. 
 
Restrictions: Stage 1 Fire Restrictions are currently in effect. For information, please visit the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest 
website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf and Salmon-Challis National Forest website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf.   
 

Goldstone Fire Information: (602) 529-5924 Goldstone InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/ 
Beaver Creek Fire Information: (406) 616-2788 Beaver Creek InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6147/ 
Email: 2018.GoldstoneFire@firenet.gov Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-

Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/  Twitter: https://twitter.com/BvrhdDrldgeNF   
 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6147/
mailto:2018.GoldstoneFire@firenet.gov
https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/
https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/
https://twitter.com/BvrhdDrldgeNF


 

 

Incident Management Team transfers command of Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires 
August 29, 2018 Daily Update 

 

Fire Acres Start Date Cause Containment Personnel Fuels Location 
Goldstone 9,337 August 2, 2018 Lightning 22% 299 Timber (litter, 

grass, understory) 
18 miles S of 
Jackson, MT 

Beaver Creek 2,074 August 11, 2018 Lightning 35% 0 Timber (litter, 
understory) 

18 miles NE of 
Wisdom, MT 

 
General Information: On Thursday, August 30th at 7:00 a.m., Southwest Area Incident Management Team 4 will transition 
management of the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fires to a local Type 3 organization. The number of personnel assigned to the fire 
will continue to decrease due to successful firefighting efforts. Approximately 144 personnel and equipment will remain assigned to 
the incident. There have been no accidents or injuries reported to date on either fire. 
 
Goldstone Fire Operations: The Goldstone Fire has burned 1,510 acres on the Salmon-Challis National Forest and 7,827 acres on the 
Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest. Crews continue to implement the Suppression Repair Plan, chipping along FS Roads 181 and 
185 and moving logs that were cut during suppression activities. There will be heavy equipment and logging trucks in the area for 
several more days and the public should use caution traveling in these areas.  
 
Fire Weather: Today will continue the warming and drying trend for the week. Patchy fog will quickly yield to sunny skies. This will 
allow temperatures to climb back into the upper 60’s and relative humidities to fall back into the low 20% range. Westerly winds will 
be on the increase, both in the lower elevations and up on the ridges. Gusts to near 30 mph should be expected along the exposed 
ridges in the afternoon. Wednesday night, clear skies will lead to another chilly night with lows in the mid 30’s in the valleys. The 
ridges of the fires will maintain stronger winds through the overnight, keeping temperatures higher and humidities drier. Thursday 
will see another cold front slide through with higher winds and a chance for afternoon showers and thunderstorms. 

Closures: All road and trail closures on the Salmon-Challis side of the Goldstone Fire have been terminated. This includes Forest 
Road #186, Kenny Creek Road, Forest Road #185, Warm Springs Road; Forest Road #184, Kenny Wood Road; and Forest Road 
#60733 from the gate in Ghoul Basin to the end of the road are now open. The Goldstone Fire closure has been reduced. The new 
closure area is contained in the north by Forest Service Road (FSR) 7330, on the east by FSR 181 (Bloody Dick Road), on the south by 
Terrell Creek, and on the west by the Continental Divide Trail. Reservoir Lake, Horse Prairie, and Bloody Dick Cabin are open and 
accessible. In support of the closure, the Continental Divide Trail has been rerouted around the fires. The trail reroute maps and 
closure orders can be found on the InciWeb pages shown below. 

Restrictions: Stage 1 Fire Restrictions will be rescinded today on the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest and on Friday on the 
Salmon-Challis National Forest. For information, please visit the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest website at: 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/bdnf and Salmon-Challis National Forest website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf.   
 
This will be the final update for the Goldstone and Beaver Creek Fire. The Incident Command Post located Jackson, Montana, is now 
closed. InciWeb will remain the official source for fire information. For updates on wildfires and other activities across the 
Beaverhead-Deerlodge and Salmon-Challis National Forests, please follow their Facebook pages.  For more information, please 
contact the Wisdom Ranger District at (406)689-3243, the Dillon Ranger District at (406)683-3900, or the Salmon-Cobalt Ranger 
District at (208)756-5200. 
 
Goldstone InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6091/ Beaver Creek InciWeb: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6147/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/BvrhdDrldgeNF   Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/US-Forest-Service-

Beaverhead-Deerlodge-National-Forest-1540138089548920/   
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