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Estimates for  

Reopening trails 

 

From Multnomah Falls 

west — end of 2018 

From Multnomah Falls to 

Cascade Locks — no     

estimate at this time 

Historic Columbia River 

Highway –ODOT has no 

time frame. 

Many National Forest 

System trails within the 

burned area remain 

closed. Please check our 

website for other hiking 

opportunities in the 

Gorge. 

 

Burn Bans are in effect 

in both Washington 

and Oregon counties in 

the CRGNSA. Check 

with local counties on a 

full list of restrictions. 

Mind your campfire, if 

its too hot to touch its 

too hot to leave.  

Columbia River Gorge 

National Scenic Area 
  

902 Wasco Street Suite 200 

Hood River, OR  97031 

541-308-1700 

www.fs.usda.gov/crgnsa 

New rockslides near Oneonta and 

Horsetail Falls have set back plans 

to reopen the Historic Highway    

between Bridal Veil and Ainsworth 

State Park. The six mile section of 

the Columbia River Highway has 

been closed since the  Eagle Creek 

Fire on Sept. 4, 2017, two days   

after the start of the fire. Oregon 

But there’s plenty to do before we 

can safely reopen the road.” 

ODOT, the U.S. Forest Service and 

the Oregon Parks and Recreation 

Department have been working 

together to reopen sections of the 

Gorge closed since the Eagle Creek 

Fire. 
 

ODOT currently has no new time-

line for reopening the closed road. 
 

 
 

Parking at Multnomah Falls 
 

The best way to visit Multnomah 

Falls these days is by shuttle. Take 

Columbia Gorge Express Shuttle 

roundtrip to or from Portland, 

Rooster Rock State Park, 

Multnomah Falls, Cascade Locks 

and Hood River, OR. * At Rooster 

Rock State Park there is a $5.00 

Day Use fee, per vehicle. Once 

there the Columbia Gorge Shuttle 

Express is free to Multnomah Falls. 

Visitors can check the Trip 

Check.com for parking conditions.  
 
 

(Parking, Continued on page 2) 

Rock slide below Horsetail Falls   

reaches the Historic Highway 

New Slides Delay Opening of   

Historic Highway 30  

Reader board on I-84 East Bound 

Department of Transportation had 

hoped to reopen this section of road 

this fall but new slides have  post-

poned those plans. 
 

The latest slides came from high up 

on the hillside, spilling across    

hiking trails and down onto the 

Historic Columbia River Highway.  

Experts are assessing what further 

safety measures may be needed  

before the road can reopen. 
 

This setback is a real disappoint-

ment to us,” said Rian Windsheim-

er, ODOT’s regional manager for  

the Portland area. “Our crews have 

been working hard to get these   

areas cleared.  

https://twitter.com/crgnsa
https://www.facebook.com/crgnsa/?ref=hl
https://www.flickr.com/photos/forestservicenw/sets/72157665028630056
https://columbiagorgeexpress.com/
https://columbiagorgeexpress.com/
https://columbiagorgeexpress.com/
https://tripcheck.com/
https://tripcheck.com/


Passport in Time Project in EC Fire Burn Area  extensively in the area around Larch Mountain 

between the 1880’s and the 1930’s. The area, 

until the fire, had remained largely undisturbed, 

preserving a unique archaeological record that 

reveals major shifts in the timber markets and 

the technologies applied in the Pacific North-

west. Census reports show that Eastern Europe-

ans including people from the Balkans, Turkey 

and Croatia as well as Asian immigrants from 

China, Japan and India came to the Gorge to 

work in those industries between the 1860’s and 

1920’s. Survey volunteers will focus on docu-

menting artifacts and archeological sites that  

reflect the logging activities of the late 18th and 

early 20th century. These findings will  

 

potentially help further new research studies on 

the cultural diversity and challenges of that time  

period in the Columbia River Gorge. 
 

PIT Volunteers documented archeological sites 

and artifacts using tools and skills used by pro-

fessional archeologists. These included how to 

look for skidder tracks, anchor trees as well as 

how to take field notes, use a tree bore, photog-

raphy and gridding an area for evidence of past 

logging activities. They will also become famil-

iar with how Lidar is used as a tool in location 

documentation as well as using GPS coordinates 

and mapping with GIS. Survey and documenta-

tion of the Bridal Veil Lumbering Company  

Historic District will continue in 2019.  
 
 

(Parking, Continued from page 1) 

 

Weekends are extremely busy between 11am 

and 4pm. No Parking or waiting at the closed 

gate. Have alternative plans to visit other  

open areas in the Gorge before you arrive 

to find there is no parking.  
 

 

 

 

Passport in Time 

(PIT) Volunteers     

document artifacts 

and archeological 

sites in the Eagle 

Creek Burn Area.  

The Columbia River Gorge has a rich and      

diverse indigenous cultural heritage long before  

Europeans arrived to the area. It also has a      

history of immigrants from Eastern Europe and 

Asia coming to the area to work in support of 

the railroad and logging industries. The 2017 

Eagle Creek Fire suppression activities and the 

fire itself uncovered a significant amount of  

previously undocumented cultural resources 

linked to the Bridal Veil Lumbering Company, 

which operated in the area between the 1880’s 

and 1930’s. This summer the Columbia River 

Gorge National Scenic Area and Mount Hood 

National Forest hosted a two week volunteer 

Passport in Time (PIT) project focused on those 

areas exposed by the fire. CRGNSA Archeolo-

gist Chris Donnermeyer and MHF Archeologist 

Trent Skinner lead the group of volunteers with 

the aim of locating, identifying, and mapping 

these newly discovered features and artifacts. 
 

The Bridal Veil Lumbering Company logged  

Chris Donnemeyer. left and Trent Skinner, center,  

explain to volunteers the area to be surveyed. 

Week one PIT Volunteer Crew 


