
Great Basin Type 2 Incident Management Team #4 
 
 

For more information, visit @SalmonChallisNF on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/ and 

Twitter (https://twitter.com/SalmonChallisNF).  Search for #RabbitFootFire. 

And visit www.Inciweb.nwcg.gov for maps, photos, and more details on this and other fires. 

Rabbit Foot Fire Update 
Sunday, August 26, 2018 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
 Contact Fire Information:  208.879.1243  

or RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com 

Start 

Date 

Cause Size Percent 

Containment 

Crews Helicopters Engines Dozers Total 

Personnel 

8/2 Lightning 35,271 10% 3 4 29 3 349 

Current Situation:  A Type 2 Incident Management Team (IMT) assumed command of the Rabbit Foot Fire 

this morning.  Great Basin Team 4 will continue to support firefighters at the command post in Challis and at 

camps in Cobalt and near Spring Creek south of Salmon.  The strategies and tactics will remain the same, 

consisting of fireline preparation along existing roadways and protection of values at risk, including homes, 

infrastructure, and habitat.  This indirect approach allows firefighters to contain the fire perimeter in areas that 

are safer and where the likelihood of success is higher. 

Yesterday, the fire grew about 400 acres, primarily in the upper reaches of Iron Creek.  Firefighters continue to 

reduce the vegetation along the Morgan Creek Road (FR 055) and Moyer Creek Road (FR 103).  Chippers are 

being used to spread the vegetation and prevent a build-up of heavy vegetation near the indirect firelines.  

Firefighters continue to monitor fire progress and implement plans for structure protection of residences and 

infrastructure. 

Firefighter and public safety is the number one concern to fire managers and local officials.  For this reason, 

evacuation notices and closures are in place.  Both are being evaluated on a daily basis between fire mangers, 

local agencies, and emergency officials.  Outside of the closure area, drive cautiously and with lights on.  There 

are many large fire vehicles traveling between the fire and the camp locations. 

Weather:  A cold front is approaching the region today and may bring strong winds.  However, increased cloud 

cover, higher relative humidity, and lower temperatures are expected to keep fire behavior minimal.  Tomorrow, 

there is increased chance for precipitation and thunderstorms over the fire area.  By mid-week, a warming trend 

will return to central Idaho.   

Evacuations:  Notifications to be ready to evacuate have been issued to residents living in the Highway 93 

corridor.  A map depicting the notification areas is available at https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/maps/6090/.  

In Lemhi County, contact the Sheriff’s Department at 208.756.8980 for questions regarding evacuations. 

Closures:  An area closure remains in effect by the Salmon-Challis National Forest around the fire area.  

Additionally, the Bureau of Land Management’s Salmon Field Office has closed the roads in the Cabin Creek 

area, including the Cabin and Ringle Creek Roads and all spurs that connect to those roads.  With moderated 

fire behavior and cooler weather conditions, the size and scope of the closure area is being evaluated.  The area 

closure does cover parts of hunting units 28 and 36B.  Check closure maps at 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/ and plan travel accordingly.  

https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
http://www.inciweb.nwcg.gov/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
mailto:RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/maps/6090/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/


Great Basin Type 2 Incident Management Team #4 
 
 

For more information, visit @SalmonChallisNF on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/ and 

Twitter (https://twitter.com/SalmonChallisNF).  Search for #RabbitFootFire. 

And visit www.Inciweb.nwcg.gov for maps, photos, and more details on this and other fires. 

Rabbit Foot Fire Update 
Monday, August 27, 2018 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
 Contact Fire Information:  208.879.1243  

or RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com 

Start 

Date 

Cause Size Percent 

Containment 

Crews Helicopters Engines Dozers Total 

Personnel 

8/2 Lightning 35,271 10% 3 4 28 3 367 

Current Situation:  Moderate fire activity was observed yesterday on the Rabbit Foot Fire, but the perimeter 

has not been mapped since yesterday morning.  The fire was most active on the eastern perimeter, to the west of 

Sheephorn and Iron Mountains, where the vegetation has transitioned to lighter fuels such as grass and sage.  

Isolated surface spread and torching was observed in Iron and Hat Creek drainages.  Helicopters dropped water 

on these areas for most of the afternoon to limit spread downhill into the Hat Creek drainage. 

Today, firefighters will continue improving indirect lines away from the main fire perimeter to the west and 

north of the fire.  They will also work on strengthening containment lines on the southern edge, where about 

three miles of fire perimeter has been fully contained.  The Morgan Creek Road, along with all other areas and 

roads currently closed, will remain closed for the near future for the safety of firefighters and the public.  These 

closures are being constantly evaluated by fire managers and local agency officials.  They will be reopened once 

there is certainty that the fire will not further impact them. 

Weather:  The cold front arrived yesterday and brought much lower temperatures and higher humidity.  It 

cleared the regional smoke out of the valley and allowed aircraft to operate more safely and effectively over the 

fire.  Light moisture began to fall last night and is likely to continue over the fire area today.  Potential exists for 

snow above 9,000 feet.  A warming and drying trend will return by Wednesday. 

Evacuations:  Notifications to be ready to evacuate have been issued to residents living in the Highway 93 

corridor.  Level 2 evacuations indicate that residents should be prepared to leave quickly if there is a change in 

conditions.  Level 1 evacuations are a lower level and are meant to raise awareness of the potential for 

evacuations.  A map depicting the current notification areas for Lemhi and Custer counties is available at 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/maps/6090/.  In Lemhi County, contact the Sheriff’s Department at 

208.756.8980 for questions regarding evacuations. 

Closures:  An area closure remains in effect by the Salmon-Challis National Forest around the fire area.  

Additionally, the Bureau of Land Management’s Salmon Field Office has closed the roads in the Cabin Creek 

area, including the Cabin and Ringle Creek Roads and all spurs that connect to those roads.  With moderated 

fire behavior and cooler weather conditions, the size and scope of the closure area is being evaluated.  The area 

closure does cover parts of hunting units 28 and 36B.  For safety and travel planning, check the closure maps at 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/. 

https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf/
http://www.inciweb.nwcg.gov/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
mailto:RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/maps/6090/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/


Great Basin Type 2 Incident Management Team #4 
 
 

For more information, visit @SalmonChallisNF on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf) and 
Twitter (https://twitter.com/SalmonChallisNF).  Search for #RabbitFootFire. 

And visit www.Inciweb.nwcg.gov for maps, photos, and more details on this and other fires. 

Rabbit Foot Fire Update 
Tuesday, August 28, 2018 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
 Contact Fire Information:  208.879.1243  

or RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com 

Start 
Date 

Cause Size Percent 
Containment 

Crews Helicopters Engines Dozers Total 
Personnel 

8/2 Lightning 35,271 10% 3 4 27 3 367 

Current Situation:  Due to precipitation Sunday afternoon and Monday, fire activity on the Rabbit Foot Fire 
was less active than previous days with limited spread in the grass and brush.  The fire was most active where 
the vegetation is the heaviest such as thick pockets of trees and large down logs.  No firefighting aircraft were 
able to fly yesterday because of the limited visibility due to clouds and rain. 
Today, firefighters continue to remain prepared to protect values near the main fire perimeter.  They will also 
work on strategies to slow fire progression to the north and east where possible. Containment lines on the 
southern edge are still being monitored, where about three miles of fire perimeter is been fully contained.  The 
road and area closures are being constantly evaluated by fire managers and local agency officials.  They will be 
reopened once there is certainty that the fire will not further impact them. 
Weather:  Monday’s cold front brought from .25 to .60 inches of rain to the fire and snow above 9,000 feet. No 
more precipitation is expected in the near future and a warming and drying trend will begin Tuesday with 
temperatures expected in the 70s and 80s by Wednesday. 
Evacuations:  As of this morning, the Lemhi County Sheriff’s Office has reduced the Level 2 evacuations to 
Level 1 pre-evacuation notifications.  In Custer County, the Sheriff’s Office has lifted pre-evacuation notices 
for areas west of highway 93 and south of Watts Bridge.  Level 1 evacuations are the lowest level of alert and 
are meant to raise awareness of the potential for evacuations.  Residents should have a plan for what to take and 
where they will go if evacuations become necessary.  See a map depicting the current evacuations at 
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/maps/6090/.  In Lemhi County, contact the Sheriff’s Department at 
208.756.8980 for questions regarding evacuations. 
Closures:  An area closure remains in effect by the Salmon-Challis National Forest around the fire area.  
Additionally, the Bureau of Land Management’s Salmon Field Office has closed the roads in the Cabin Creek 
area, including the Cabin and Ringle Creek Roads and all spurs that connect to those roads.  With moderated 
fire behavior and cooler weather conditions, the size and scope of the closure area is being evaluated.  The area 
closure does cover parts of hunting units 28 and 36B.  For safety and travel planning, check the closure maps at 
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf
http://www.inciweb.nwcg.gov/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
mailto:RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com
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Great Basin Type 2 Incident Management Team #4 
 
 

For more information, visit @SalmonChallisNF on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf) and 

Twitter (https://twitter.com/SalmonChallisNF).  Search for #RabbitFootFire. 

And visit www.Inciweb.nwcg.gov for maps, photos, and more details on this and other fires. 

Rabbit Foot Fire Update 
Wednesday, August 29, 2018 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
 Contact Fire Information:  208.879.1243  

or RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com 

Start 

Date 

Cause Size Percent 

Containment 

Crews Helicopters Engines Dozers Total 

Personnel 

8/2 Lightning 35,271 10% 3 4 21 2 333 

Current Situation:  Fire activity remained minimal thanks to previous precipitation.  Increase in activity is 

expected in coming days as temperatures are on the rise, along with stronger winds and lowering humidity.  Fire 

activity is still most active where vegetation is heavy, in large downed logs and thick pockets of trees.  Lighter 

fuels, such as grass and sage, have potential to burn actively with the drier and warmer weather.   

Today, firefighters will continue to assess and protect values near the fire perimeter to the west, north, and east 

of the fire.  In these areas they will also implement strategies to slow fire progression where possible.  

Firefighting aircraft were able to fly yesterday with the increased visibility and were used to aid in fire 

suppression on the eastern perimeter.  Today, aircraft will again be working along with ground firefighters to 

secure areas of heat, reducing the potential for additional fire growth.  Containment lines along the south are 

still being monitored, where the fire perimeter is fully contained.  Roads and area closures west of the fire have 

been reopened as active fire is not expected to further impact them.   

Weather:  Today’s weather brings warmer temperatures into the mid-70s and lower 80s, along with humidity 

lowering into the teens.  Light southwest winds returned to the fire yesterday with gusts of 20 miles per hour 

and will continue to increase in strength with gusts into the 30s to near 40s as the week progresses.  Winds will 

be accompanied by the warming and drying trend beginning today and into the weekend.  Skies will range from 

clear to partly cloudy with no thunderstorms or rain in the forecast.     

Evacuations:  As of yesterday morning, the Lemhi County Sheriff’s Office reduced the Level 2 evacuations to 

Level 1 pre-evacuation notifications.  In Custer County, the Sheriff’s Office has lifted pre-evacuation notices 

for areas west of highway 93 and south of Watts Bridge.  Level 1 evacuations are the lowest level of alert and 

are meant to raise awareness of the potential for evacuations.  Residents should have a plan for what to take and 

where they will go if evacuations become necessary.  See a map depicting the current evacuations at 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/maps/6090/.  In Lemhi County, contact the Sheriff’s Department at 

208.756.8980 for questions regarding evacuations. 

Closures:  The Salmon-Challis National Forest has reduced the area closure due to the Rabbit Foot Fire.  Areas 

west of Black Mountain ridge are now open to the public.  Silver Creek Road is open; however, the Morgan 

Creek Road remains closed between Rye Grass Pinnacle and Rooker Basin and NF108 road.  The area closure 

does cover parts of hunting units 28 and 36B.  The Cabin and Ringle Creek Roads and all spurs that connect to 

those roads remain closed by the Bureau of Land Management’s Salmon Field Office.  For safety and travel 

planning, check the closure maps at https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/. 

https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf
http://www.inciweb.nwcg.gov/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
mailto:RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/maps/6090/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/


Great Basin Type 2 Incident Management Team #4 
 
 

For more information, visit @SalmonChallisNF on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf) and 
Twitter (https://twitter.com/SalmonChallisNF).  Search for #RabbitFootFire. 

And visit www.Inciweb.nwcg.gov for maps, photos, and more details on this and other fires. 

Rabbit Foot Fire Update 
Thursday, August 30, 2018 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Contact Fire Information:  208.879.1243 

or RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com 

Start 
Date 

Cause Size Percent 
Containment 

Crews Helicopters Engines Dozers Total 
Personnel 

8/2 Lightning 35,323 14% 2 4 19 2 290 

Current Situation:  Fire activity increased yesterday due to warmer temperatures and less cloud cover. Some 
torching and surface fuel spread was observed in isolated portions of the fire perimeter. Winds and higher 
temperatures will likely increase fire activity this weekend, and potential for measurable surface spread exists.  
Crews engaged in a variety of activities yesterday including checking for heat on the south end of the fire perimeter 
near containment lines, conducting repairs to bulldozer lines, preparing structure protection plans, and chipping 
vegetation along strategic roads. Aerial and ground resources successfully established a spike camp for firefighters 
near Iron Mountain.  This will allow firefighters to engage directly on the fire perimeter with reduced drive time 
each day to fire camp.  These crews will conduct strategic checking actions along the fire’s edge from Iron Mountain 
south toward Wards Butte to cool hotspots and limit the chance for major potential growth in the area. 
Today firefighters will continue to assess and protect values near the fire perimeter to the west, north, and east of the 
fire and will identify areas for contingency lines in the west in order to protect values at risk and prevent the fire 
from entering pockets of heavy fuels.  Aircraft will drop water on hot spots in less accessible areas to limit fire 
spread and support ground resources who will be working near the fire perimeter. 
Weather:  Temperatures today are expected to be slightly cooler than yesterday, ranging from the 70s to low 80s. 
A weather system will bring cloud cover this morning, clearing in the afternoon. Relative humidity will likely be 
in the upper teens, and winds may shift in the afternoon from southwest to west-southwest with stronger sustained 
winds and gusts up to 38 miles per hour. Friday may bring cloud cover and cooler temperatures; however, a 
warming and drying trend will continue into the holiday weekend.  
Evacuations:  All pre-evacuation zones in both Custer and Lemhi counties are in Level 1 status, which is the 
lowest level of alert. Residents in these zones should maintain awareness of the potential for evacuations in the 
event of increased fire behavior. Residents should have a plan for what to take and where they will go if 
evacuations become necessary based on changes in fire activity. See a map depicting the current evacuations at 
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/. In Lemhi County, contact the Sheriff’s Department at 208.756.8980 for 
questions regarding evacuations. 
Closures:  The Salmon-Challis National Forest has reduced the area closure due to the Rabbit Foot Fire. Areas west 
of Black Mountain ridge are now open to the public. Silver Creek Road is open; however, the Morgan Creek Road 
remains closed between Rye Grass Pinnacle and Rooker Basin and NF108 road. The area closure does cover parts of 
hunting units 28 and 36B. The Cabin and Ringle Creek Roads and all spurs that connect to those roads remain closed 
by the Bureau of Land Management’s Salmon Field Office. For safety and travel planning, check the closure maps at 
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/. 

https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf
http://www.inciweb.nwcg.gov/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
mailto:RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/


Great Basin Type 2 Incident Management Team #4 
 
 

For more information, visit @SalmonChallisNF on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf) and 

Twitter (https://twitter.com/SalmonChallisNF).  Search for #RabbitFootFire. 

And visit www.Inciweb.nwcg.gov for maps, photos, and more details on this and other fires. 

Rabbit Foot Fire Update 
Friday, August 31, 2018 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Contact Fire Information:  208.879.1243 

or RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com 

Start 

Date 

Cause Size Percent 

Containment 

Crews Helicopters Engines Dozers Total 

Personnel 

8/2 Lightning 35,369 14% 2 4 15 2 267 

Current Situation: Yesterday fire activity was slow with significant cloud cover keeping any spread potential and fire 

behavior low. Fire personnel monitored the western side of the fire perimeter for any change in conditions. Crews 

worked along the Hat Creek drainage to wrap and protect structures. Crews are checking fire spread on the southern 

and eastern perimeter. Structure protection specialists continued to evaluate the Williams Lake area and worked to 

reduce vegetation around infrastructure. Air operations delivered over 26,000 gallons of water on the fire to help cool 

any heat sources of heavy fuel.  

Saturday, the Morgan Creek Road (NFSR 055) may open for public use. Agency and Incident Management Team 

personnel will evaluate any further safety concerns prior to opening the road. Tentatively, Morgan Creek would open 

at 0600 with only through traffic driving, no stops allowed. Please confirm the status of the Morgan Creek Road and 

all other closure areas prior to travel for the Labor Day weekend.  

Today firefighters will continue to monitor and patrol along the western edge of the fire perimeter. Crews will setup 

pumps and sprinklers around structures in the Panther Creek area. Along the eastern flank, crews will continue fuels 

reduction assessment in the Williams Lake area. Ground crews are working the southern piece of fireline to repair 

suppression actions where the perimeter is secured. Crews will continue checking any fire spread that has taken place 

on the eastern perimeter. Aviation resources continue to cool hotspots where heat is present with bucket drops of 

water.  

Weather: Weather today will continue with a cooling trend temperatures, will be in the low 60s to high 70s depending 

on the elevation.  Relative humidity levels are expected to be in the upper teens low twenties. Westerly wind speeds 

should have gusts in the mid-20s. Tomorrow and through the weekend will bring warming and drying as a high 

pressure will dominate western states. No precipitation or thunderstorms are expected in the coming days.  

Evacuations:  All pre-evacuation zones in both Custer and Lemhi counties are in Level 1 status, which is the lowest 

level of alert. Residents in these zones should maintain awareness of the potential for evacuations in the event of 

increased fire behavior. Make a plan for what to take and where to go if evacuations become necessary based on 

changes in fire activity. See a map depicting the current evacuations at https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/. In 

Lemhi County, contact the Sheriff’s Department at 208.756.8980 for questions regarding evacuations. 

Closures:  An area closure remains in effect on Slamon-Challis National Forest lands. Silver Creek Road is open; 

however, the Morgan Creek Road remains closed between Rye Grass Pinnacle and Rooker Basin and NFSR108 road. The 

area closure does cover parts of hunting units 28 and 36B. The Cabin and Ringle Creek Roads and all spurs that connect 

to those roads remain closed by the Bureau of Land Management’s Salmon Field Office. For safety and travel planning, 

check the closure maps at https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/. 

https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf
http://www.inciweb.nwcg.gov/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
mailto:RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/


Great Basin Type 2 Incident Management Team #4 
 
 

For more information, visit @SalmonChallisNF on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf) and 

Twitter (https://twitter.com/SalmonChallisNF).  Search for #RabbitFootFire. 

And visit www.Inciweb.nwcg.gov for maps, photos, and more details on this and other fires. 

Rabbit Foot Fire Update 
Saturday, September 1, 2018 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Contact Fire Information:  208.879.1243 

or RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com 

Start 

Date 

Cause Size Percent 

Containment 

Crews Helicopters Engines Dozers Total 

Personnel 

8/2 Lightning 35,369 14% 2 4 17 2 263 

Current Situation: Yesterday fire activity increased slightly due to clear skies which allowed vegetation to heat and 

dry.  However, other favorable weather conditions, such as light winds and moderate temperature, kept the fire from 

growing measurably.  Firefighters continued to monitor the western and southern perimeters of the fire for any change 

in fire conditions.  Along Panther Creek, crews successfully set up pumps and sprinklers around structures, and in the 

Williams Lake area, they continue to reduce vegetation.  Air operations effectively helped ground crews along Moyer 

Creek by delivering buckets of water to limit fire spread and cool smoldering logs.  

This morning the Morgan Creek Road (NFSR 055) has been opened to the public for passing through only.  Stopping 

along this road will be prohibited for the safety of firefighters and the public.  The area closure that Morgan Creek 

Road bisects is still in effect.  Please be cognizant and alert as firefighters and their equipment will be along this road 

as they continue to work the fire.  

Today firefighters will continue to monitor and patrol along the western and southern edges of the fire perimeter. 

Ground crews will also be working the southern piece of fireline to repair suppression actions where the perimeter is 

secured.  Along the eastern flank, crews will continue fuels reduction in the Williams Lake area. Firefighters will work 

directly along the eastern perimeter where terrain permits to reduce further spread.  Aviation resources continue to cool 

hotspots where heat is present with bucket drops of water and delivering crews to areas not accessible by road or foot 

where they may safely work heat sources.  

Weather: The warming and drying trend continues through the weekend.  Today, afternoon highs range from 64 to 82 

degrees, humidity from 16 to 26, and winds on the ridges 6 to 12 miles per hour with gusts to 24 miles per hour.  

Sunny skies will accompany the weekend weather.  Tomorrow humidity will decrease to the low teens, but are 

expected to increase slightly on Monday along with afternoon highs of 71 to 85 degrees.  

Evacuations:  All pre-evacuation zones in both Custer and Lemhi counties are in Level 1 status, which is the lowest 

level of alert. Residents in these zones should maintain awareness of the potential for evacuations in the event of 

increased fire behavior. Make a plan for what to take and where to go if evacuations become necessary based on 

changes in fire activity. See a map depicting the current evacuations at https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/. In 

Lemhi County, contact the Sheriff’s Department at 208.756.8980 for questions regarding evacuations. 

Closures:  An area closure remains in effect on Salmon-Challis National Forest lands. Silver Creek Road is open.  The 

Morgan Creek Road (NFSR 055) is now open to the public for through traffic only in the closure area.  Stopping is not 

permitted.  The area closure does cover parts of hunting units 28 and 36B. The Cabin and Ringle Creek Roads and all 

spurs that connect to those roads remain closed by the Bureau of Land Management’s Salmon Field Office. For safety 

and travel planning, check the closure maps at https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/. 

https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf
http://www.inciweb.nwcg.gov/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
mailto:RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/


Great Basin Type 2 Incident Management Team #4 
 
 

For more information, visit @SalmonChallisNF on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf) and 
Twitter (https://twitter.com/SalmonChallisNF).  Search for #RabbitFootFire. 

And visit www.Inciweb.nwcg.gov for maps, photos, and more details on this and other fires. 

Rabbit Foot Fire Update 
Sunday, September 2, 2018 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Contact Fire Information:  208.879.1243 

or RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com 

Start 
Date 

Cause Size Percent 
Containment 

Crews Helicopters Engines Dozers Total 
Personnel 

8/2 Lightning 35,369 14% 2 5 17 0 262 

Current Situation:  The sunny, warm conditions yesterday increased fire activity on the Rabbit Foot Fire.  The 
grasses and sagebrush have dried out enough since last week’s rain to allow more active fire spread.  Helicopters were 
able to minimize spread easily by dropping water on the flames.  New perimeter mapping has not been completed, so 
maps and acreage remain unchanged from Saturday. 

The primary objective for the Rabbit Foot Fire is minimizing impacts to private property and public infrastructure.  
This is being done through several tactics.  Direct suppression of the fire perimeter is preferred where firefighters can 
do so safely with the greatest chance of success.  One area of concern to fire managers has been the active fire 
perimeter in Mink Creek on the western edge.  Yesterday, firefighters used handtools and water to both minimize 
spread and reduce heat.  Another area where direct suppression is being used was on the northern edge above Iron 
Creek Road.  Firefighters, with support from helicopters dropping water, completed a section of fireline to limit fire 
spread towards the northeast. 

Indirect firefighting tactics are also being used.  This includes specific actions taken at pre-determined locations where 
fuels and terrain are more favorable to firefighters.  This may include using natural features or constructed dozer line 
to prevent fire spread beyond those areas.  Additionally, structure assessments and protection measures continue in 
Panther Creek, Williams Creek, and along the Highway 93 corridor.   
Weather:  Warm and dry conditions continue today.  Cloud cover is likely to increase through the week and will 
lower atmospheric stability.  A very weak cold front is anticipated tomorrow but will not bring any precipitation.  
Overnight humidity recovery will be poor this week which may cause the fire to become active earlier in the day.  A 
low pressure trough late in the week may bring near critical fire weather conditions.  
Evacuations:  All pre-evacuation zones in both Custer and Lemhi counties are in Level 1 status, which is the lowest 
level of alert. Residents in these zones should maintain awareness of the potential for evacuations in the event of 
increased fire behavior. Make a plan for what to take and where to go if evacuations become necessary based on 
changes in fire activity. See a map depicting the current evacuations at https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/. In 
Lemhi County, contact the Sheriff’s Department at 208.756.8980 for questions regarding evacuations. 
Closures:  An area closure remains in effect on Salmon-Challis National Forest lands. Silver Creek Road is open.  The 
Morgan Creek Road (NFSR 055) is now open to the public for through traffic only in the closure area.  Stopping is not 
permitted.  The area closure does cover parts of hunting units 28 and 36B. The Cabin and Ringle Creek Roads and all 
spurs that connect to those roads remain closed by the Bureau of Land Management’s Salmon Field Office. For safety 
and travel planning, check the closure maps at https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/. 

https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf
http://www.inciweb.nwcg.gov/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
mailto:RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/
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For more information, visit @SalmonChallisNF on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf) and 
Twitter (https://twitter.com/SalmonChallisNF).  Search for #RabbitFootFire. 

And visit www.Inciweb.nwcg.gov for maps, photos, and more details on this and other fires. 

Rabbit Foot Fire Update 
Monday, September 3, 2018 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Contact Fire Information:  208.879.1243 

or RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com 

Start 
Date 

Cause Size Percent 
Containment 

Crews Helicopters Engines Dozers Total 
Personnel 

8/2 Lightning 35,369 14% 2 6 15 2 258 

Current Situation:  Firefighters on the Rabbit Foot Fire have successfully limited fire growth in many places using 
both hand tools and water from pumps, hoses, and helicopters. This work is not reflected in the official containment 
yet because the steep terrain and heavy vegetation require a much higher degree of work. Yesterday firefighters 
continued working directly along the fire perimeter near Iron Mountain at the southeast corner of the fire and near 
Corral Creek along the southern boundary. Previous checking work also held the fire on the western side near the 
upper reaches of Castle and Mink Creeks yesterday. The northern portion of the fire east of Panther Creek is 
crawling downhill slowly towards control lines. 

The Morgan Creek Road (NFSR 055) remains open to through traffic. Firefighters continue to work near the road to 
minimize impacts to the road; however, a chance remains that increased fire behavior could change the road status. 
Dozer lines some distance south of the fire shouldn’t be needed due to direct control actions by crews. For this 
reason, dozers worked yesterday and will continue working today to repair those lines. Excavators will be moved to 
the Williams Lake area to begin repair work along dozer lines some distance northeast of the fire. 

Even though there has been minimal fire growth during the last week and dozer lines are being repaired, crews were 
finishing structure protection in the Williams Lake area yesterday. Today, they will continue improving previous 
structure protection work in the Panther Creek area. Potential for fire growth remains along the perimeter, 
particularly as the dry and warm weather pattern persists.  
Weather:  Today’s weather will be very similar to yesterday’s except the atmosphere will be more unstable. This 
instability allows upward air movement and is analogous to opening the vent damper on a wood stove. Overall the 
weather should have near normal conditions for this time of year – warm and sunny with very little precipitation. 
Winds could increase Wednesday night and Thursday morning when there will be a very slight chance for storms. 
Evacuations:  All pre-evacuation zones in both Custer and Lemhi counties are in Level 1 status, which is the 
lowest level of alert. Residents in these zones should maintain awareness of the potential for evacuations in the 
event of increased fire behavior. Make a plan for what to take and where to go if evacuations become necessary 
based on changes in fire activity. See a map depicting the current evacuations at 
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/. In Lemhi County, contact the Sheriff’s Department at 208.756.8980 for 
questions regarding evacuations. 
Closures:  An area closure remains in effect on Salmon-Challis National Forest lands. Silver Creek Road is open.  The 
Morgan Creek Road (NFSR 055) is now open to the public for through traffic only in the closure area.  Stopping is not 
permitted.  The area closure does cover parts of hunting units 28 and 36B. The Cabin and Ringle Creek Roads and all 
spurs that connect to those roads remain closed by the Bureau of Land Management’s Salmon Field Office. For safety 
and travel planning, check the closure maps at https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/. 
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Great Basin Type 2 Incident Management Team #4 
 
 

For more information, visit @SalmonChallisNF on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf) and 

Twitter (https://twitter.com/SalmonChallisNF).  Search for #RabbitFootFire. 

And visit www.Inciweb.nwcg.gov for maps, photos, and more details on this and other fires. 

Rabbit Foot Fire Update 
Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Contact Fire Information:  208.879.1243 

or RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com 

Start 

Date 

Cause Size Percent 

Containment 

Crews Helicopters Engines Dozers Total 

Personnel 

8/2 Lightning 35,369 14% 2 6 13 2 258 

 

Current Situation:  Firefighters on the Rabbit Foot Fire continue to successfully limit fire growth in many places. 

Dozer lines some distance northeast of the fire shouldn’t be needed due to direct control actions by crews as well as 

moderated fire behavior. For this reason, excavators were moved to the Williams Lake area to repair those lines. 

More excavators and dozers worked yesterday and will continue working today to begin repair work along dozer 

lines some distance south of the fire. Plans are for the equipment to be working in these areas for the next few days. 

Firefighters continue to work along the Morgan Creek (NFSR 055) Road to minimize impacts to the road; however, 

a chance remains that increased fire behavior could change the road status. Yesterday the work done by firefighters 

on the ground in the Mink Creek area was successful and kept the fire within the drainage. The northern portion of 

the fire east of Panther Creek is crawling downhill slowly towards control lines. 

Even though there has been minimal fire growth during the last week and dozer lines are being repaired, crews were 

improving work in the Panther Creek, Moyer, and Corral Creek areas.  Potential for fire growth remains along the 

perimeter, particularly as the dry and warm weather pattern persists.  

Weather:  Today’s weather will be very similar to yesterday’s except the atmosphere will be more unstable. 

Instability yesterday was apparent with multiple dust devils seen in the burned areas. Weather will continue to be 

warm and sunny with no precipitation expected. Winds could increase Wednesday night and Thursday morning 

when there will be a very slight chance for storms. 

Evacuations:  All pre-evacuation zones in both Custer and Lemhi counties are in Level 1 status, which is the 

lowest level of alert. Residents in these zones should maintain awareness of the potential for evacuations in the 

event of increased fire behavior. Make a plan for what to take and where to go if evacuations become necessary 

based on changes in fire activity. See a map depicting the current evacuations at 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/. In Lemhi County, contact the Sheriff’s Department at 208.756.8980 for 

questions regarding evacuations. 

Closures:  An area closure remains in effect on Salmon-Challis National Forest lands. Silver Creek Road is open.  The 

Morgan Creek Road (NFSR 055) is now open to the public for through traffic only in the closure area.  Stopping is not 

permitted.  The area closure does cover parts of hunting units 28 and 36B. The Cabin and Ringle Creek Roads and all 

spurs that connect to those roads remain closed by the Bureau of Land Management’s Salmon Field Office. For safety 

and travel planning, check the closure maps at https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/. 

https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf
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For more information, visit @SalmonChallisNF on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf) and 

Twitter (https://twitter.com/SalmonChallisNF).  Search for #RabbitFootFire. 

And visit www.Inciweb.nwcg.gov for maps, photos, and more details on this and other fires. 

Rabbit Foot Fire Update 
Wednesday, September 5, 2018 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Contact Fire Information:  208.879.1243 

or RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com 

Start 

Date 

Cause Size Percent 

Containment 

Crews Helicopters Engines Dozers Total 

Personnel 

8/2 Lightning 35,678 17% 2 6 13 2 263 

Current Situation: The Rabbit Foot Fire endures the warming weather with minimal growth and activity thanks to 

the determined effort from firefighters. As fire growth slows and the days grow shorter, the chance for large fire 

growth is decreasing, making previously established indirect firelines unnecessary. This is enabling firefighters to 

begin removing equipment and repairing suppression actions.  

Crews finished the removal of hose and equipment in the northeastern area of the fire near Williams Lake.  Now, 

dozers and excavators will begin repairing the lines that are no longer needed due to control actions by crews as well 

as moderate fire behavior.  Other dozers and excavators continue repairing work along dozer lines that were put in 

place as contingency lines to the south of the fire but which are no longer needed for fire containment. Equipment 

may be finished with this repair work by early next week. 

Firefighters continue working to minimize impacts to the Morgan Creek Road (NFSR 055); however, a chance 

remains that increased fire behavior could change the road status.  Work done in prior days at Mink Creek continues 

to hold in the drainage. Near Wards Butte, the fire is approaching control lines on the southeastern side of the fire.  

Current fire activity is slow moving, creeping downslope towards control lines. 

Today, crews will begin to work along the South Fork Iron Creek Road (NFSR 047) to thin the vegetation along the 

road.  This will create a control line for firefighters to hold if the fire were to reach the drainage bottom.  Potential for 

fire growth remains along the perimeter, particularly as the dry and warm weather pattern persists. 

Weather: Today, weather will mimic yesterday.  An unstable atmosphere is entering the area and dust devils are 

expected to be seen in the burned areas. Warm and sunny weather will continue for the coming weeks with no 

precipitation expected. Winds could increase as the weekend approaches along with a very slight chance, less than 10 

percent, for storms. 

Evacuations:  All pre-evacuation zones in both Custer and Lemhi counties are in Level 1 status, which is the lowest 

level of alert. Residents in these zones should maintain awareness of the potential for evacuations in the event of 

increased fire behavior. Make a plan for what to take and where to go if evacuations become necessary based on 

changes in fire activity. See a map depicting the current evacuations at https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/. In 

Lemhi County, contact the Sheriff’s Department at 208.756.8980 for questions regarding evacuations. 

Closures:  An area closure remains in effect on Salmon-Challis National Forest lands. Silver Creek Road is open.  

The Morgan Creek Road (NFSR 055) is now open to the public for through traffic only in the closure area.  Stopping 

is not permitted.  The area closure does cover parts of hunting units 28 and 36B. The Cabin and Ringle Creek Roads 

and all spurs that connect to those roads remain closed by the Bureau of Land Management’s Salmon Field Office. 

For safety and travel planning, check the closure maps at https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/. 
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For more information, visit @SalmonChallisNF on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf) and 
Twitter (https://twitter.com/SalmonChallisNF).  Search for #RabbitFootFire. 

And visit www.Inciweb.nwcg.gov for maps, photos, and more details on this and other fires. 

Rabbit Foot Fire Update 
Thursday, September 6, 2018 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Contact Fire Information:  208.879.1243 

or RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com 

Start 
Date 

Cause Size Percent 
Containment 

Crews Helicopters Engines Dozers Total 
Personnel 

8/2 Lightning 35,678 20% 2 6 14 2 268 

Current Situation:  Despite hot and dry weather, the Rabbit Foot Fire only grew 309 acres over the last six days. 
This minimal growth is the result of work done by firefighters on the ground supported by helicopters with water 
buckets. Today, firefighters will work on: 

• Minimizing impacts to the Morgan Creek Road (NFSR 055). Firefighters and engines will be working adjacent to 
the road today. Please watch out for them and drive slowly along this road. 

• Repairing dozer lines that are not expected to be needed and are some distance from the fire perimeter. Lines just 
south and west of Williams Lake should be fully repaired by the end of today. Additional repair work is being 
done along dozer lines south of the fire. Even though these lines have been repaired, they could still be used as 
control lines if needed. 

• Preparing for possible fire growth in specific places. 
o Over the last week, firefighters built line directly along the eastern fire perimeter (west of Iron Mountain) and 

increased the total containment to 20%. They will assess terrain between that location and Morgan Creek 
Road for additional direct and indirect work. 

o Near the northeast corner, they will continue thinning vegetation along the South Fork Iron Creek Road 
(NFSR 047) to create a control line for firefighters to hold if the fire reaches this area. 

o East of the junction of Silver and Panther Creeks, they will install a system of water pumps and hoses along 
existing dozer lines. The fire is slowly creeping downhill towards this area. 

Weather:  Today a Red Flag Warning has been issued from noon until 7 p.m. because dry thunderstorms could bring 
wind gusts of 40 miles per hour and create critical fire weather conditions. A Red Flag Warning is an indicator to 
firefighters that fire activity could change rapidly. An upper level disturbance is crossing over the area, bringing the 
change in weather pattern. With cloudy skies, temperatures should be a little cooler than yesterday. 
Evacuations:  All pre-evacuation zones in both Custer and Lemhi counties are in Level 1 status, the lowest level of 
alert. Residents in these zones should maintain awareness of the potential for evacuations in the event of increased 
fire behavior. See a map depicting the current evacuations at https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/. In Lemhi 
County, contact the Sheriff’s Department at 208.756.8980 for questions regarding evacuations. 
Closures:  An area closure remains in effect on Salmon-Challis National Forest lands. Silver Creek Road is open.  
The Morgan Creek Road (NFSR 055) is now open to the public for through traffic only in the closure area.  Stopping 
is not permitted.  The area closure does cover parts of hunting units 28 and 36B. The Cabin and Ringle Creek Roads 
and all spurs that connect to those roads remain closed by the Bureau of Land Management’s Salmon Field Office. 
For safety and travel planning, check the closure maps at https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/. 
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For more information, visit @SalmonChallisNF on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf) and 

Twitter (https://twitter.com/SalmonChallisNF).  Search for #RabbitFootFire. 

And visit www.Inciweb.nwcg.gov for maps, photos, and more details on this and other fires. 

Rabbit Foot Fire Update 
Friday, September 7, 2018 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Contact Fire Information:  208.879.1243 

or RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com 

Start 

Date 

Cause Size Percent 

Containment 

Crews Helicopters Engines Dozers Total 

Personnel 

8/2 Lightning 35,857 20% 3 6 17 2 316 

Current Situation:  Poor overnight humidity recovery and warm temperatures increased fire activity in Iron 

Creek and near Wards Butte. In areas where indirect fireline has been constructed away from the active fire 

perimeter, firefighters are monitoring the fire’s progress towards containment lines to ensure it does not cross 

those lines. This tactic allows firefighters to contain the fire in areas where the chance for success is higher. 

Today crews continue to minimize impacts to the Morgan Creek Road (NFSR 055) by suppressing heat adjacent to 

the roadway. Please drive cautiously as firefighters and equipment will be working along the roads again. Repair 

of dozer lines is nearing completion; however, even repaired dozer lines can limit fire spread under favorable 

conditions. 

Preparation for possible fire growth in specific areas continues. The vegetation thinning along the South Fork Iron 

Creek Road (NFSR 047) continues. The water pump and hose system was completed along the dozer lines east of 

the Silver Creek and Panther Creek junction. 

Weather:  An upper level disturbance is crossing over the area, bringing the change in weather pattern.  Today 

clouds are expected but rain is not predicted. Weather will remain warm and dry through the weekend. A slow 

cooling trend will start early next week. 

Strategy:  The Rabbit Foot Fire is being managed using a combination of actions, some directly adjacent to the 

fire perimeter and others long distances away from the active fire perimeter; these actions include full suppression, 

confinement to pre-determined natural barriers, and the protection of values such as private property, habitat, and 

infrastructure. This strategy presents the best option for firefighter safety and successful containment. It is 

represented by a percentage of overall completion of the objectives. The Rabbit Foot Fire objectives are currently 

70% complete, while 20% of the fire perimeter is contained.  

Evacuations:  All pre-evacuation zones in both Custer and Lemhi counties are in Level 1 status, the lowest level 

of alert. Residents in these zones should maintain awareness of the potential for evacuations in the event of 

increased fire behavior. See a map depicting the current evacuations at https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/. In 

Lemhi County, contact the Sheriff’s Department at 208.756.8980 for questions regarding evacuations. 

Closures:  An area closure remains in effect on Salmon-Challis National Forest lands and affects parts of hunting 

units 28 and 36B. Silver Creek Road is open. The Morgan Creek Road (NFSR 055) is open to the public for 

through traffic only in the closure area. Stopping is not permitted. The Cabin and Ringle Creek Roads and all spurs 

that connect to those roads remain closed by the Bureau of Land Management’s Salmon Field Office. For safety 

and travel planning, check the closure maps at https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/. This closure is 

being constantly evaluated for potential reductions. 
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For more information, visit @SalmonChallisNF on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf) and 

Twitter (https://twitter.com/SalmonChallisNF).  Search for #RabbitFootFire. 

And visit www.Inciweb.nwcg.gov for maps, photos, and more details on this and other fires. 

Rabbit Foot Fire Update 
Saturday, September 8, 2018 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 
Contact Fire Information:  208.879.1243 

or RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com 

Start 

Date 

Cause Size Percent 

Containment 

Crews Helicopters Engines Dozers Total 

Personnel 

8/2 Lightning 35,857 20% 3 6 17 2 308 

Current Situation: Yesterday firefighters finished installing a system of pumps and hoses along dozer lines north 

of the fire between Panther and Moyer Creeks in preparation of slow northward fire growth. The fire was active 

along a short section just east of the Morgan Creek Road (NFSR 055), but firefighters supported by helicopters 

worked to limit this activity to minimize impacts to the road. They will continue working in this area today. 

On the eastern side of the fire near Iron Creek, crews suppressed accessible hot spots. They also continued 

thinning vegetation along the South Fork Iron Creek Road (NFSR 047) in preparation for possible fire growth to 

the east. Near Iron Mountain, firefighters worked directly along the fire edge to increase containment. Today they 

will continue working along the southern edge of the fire moving westward. In some sections they will work 

adjacent to the fire, and in others they will work a small distance from the fire following breaks in vegetation and 

other natural barriers. 

Weather:  Today will be warm and dry again. Wind gusts could be slightly higher than yesterday and may reach 

30 miles per hour. A slow cooling trend could start early next week but no rain is expected. 

Strategy:  The Rabbit Foot Fire is being managed using a combination of actions, some directly adjacent to the 

fire perimeter and others long distances away from the active fire perimeter; these actions include full suppression, 

confinement to pre-determined natural barriers, and the protection of values such as private property, habitat, and 

infrastructure. This strategy presents the best option for firefighter safety and successful containment. It is 

represented by a percentage of overall completion of the objectives. The Rabbit Foot Fire objectives are currently 

70% complete, while 20% of the fire perimeter is contained.  

Evacuations:  All pre-evacuation zones in both Custer and Lemhi counties are in Level 1 status, the lowest level 

of alert. Residents in these zones should maintain awareness of the potential for evacuations in the event of 

increased fire behavior. See a map depicting the current evacuations at https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/. In 

Lemhi County, contact the Sheriff’s Department at 208.756.8980 for questions regarding evacuations. 

CLOSURES HAVE BEEN REDUCED: The southwest portion of the Salmon-Challis National Forest area 

closure has been reduced while the rest of the closure remains in effect. The Bureau of Land Management’s 

Salmon Field Office has opened Cabin and Ringle Roads and all spurs connecting to those roads. The Morgan 

Creek Road (NFSR 055) is open for through traffic in the closure area. Stopping is not permitted. For updated 

maps and more details on these closure changes visit https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/.  

 

There will be no update on Sunday, September 9 update unless significant fire activity occurs. 
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For more information, visit @SalmonChallisNF on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/salmonchallisnf) and 
Twitter (https://twitter.com/SalmonChallisNF).  Search for #RabbitFootFire. 

And visit www.Inciweb.nwcg.gov for maps, photos, and more details on this and other fires. 

Rabbit Foot Fire Update 
Monday, September 10, 2018 

RED FLAG WARNING 
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/ 

Contact Fire Information:  208.879.1243 or RabbitFootFire2018@gmail.com 
Start 
Date 

Cause Size Percent 
Containment 

Crews Helicopters Engines Dozers Total 
Personnel 

8/2 Lightning 35,857 20% 3 5 17 2 289 

This will be the final update on the Rabbit Foot Fire from Great Basin Team 4.  Future updates will come from the 
Salmon-Challis National Forest on a weekly basis unless significant activity or changes occur.  As fire managers 
meet objectives, the complexity of the incident is reduced.  A smaller, Type 3 organization will assume command 
Wednesday morning.  The primary fire camp will remain in Challis and will support smaller camps in Cobalt and 
near Iron Mountain.  Last night was the last for the remote camp at Spring Creek, south of Salmon.  Great Basin 
Team 4 would like to thank the communities of Lemhi and Custer County for their support and appreciation. 
Current Situation:  Firefighters have made excellent progress on the Rabbit Foot Fire in the past two days.  They 
completed rehabilitation of firelines and removal of equipment on Silver Creek Road, south of Williams Lake, and 
between Hat and Little Hat Creeks.  Additional fire perimeter is likely to be called contained this week, once fire 
managers are confident that critical fire weather conditions will not cause the fire to cross current firelines. 
The most active portions of the fire perimeter continue to be near Wards Butte, Iron Creek, and Moyer Creek.  
Tree torching sent off embers that started smaller fires ahead of the main fire; however, helicopters dropped water 
on these spots to limit growth.  Updated perimeter mapping is planned for tonight. 
Weather:  Gusty winds and low relative humidity are forecast for today and have prompted the National Weather 
Service to issue a Red Flag Warning – an indicator to firefighters of extreme weather conditions and the potential 
for rapid fire growth.  A cooling trend begins tomorrow.  It is not expected to bring measurable rainfall, although 
showers and thunderstorms are possible later in the week.  Breezy conditions will likely persist. 
Strategy:  The Rabbit Foot Fire is being managed using a combination of actions, some directly adjacent to the 
fire perimeter and others long distances away from the active fire perimeter; these actions include full suppression, 
confinement to pre-determined natural barriers, and the protection of values such as private property, habitat, and 
infrastructure.  This strategy presents the best option for firefighter safety and successful containment.  It is 
represented by a percentage of overall completion of the objectives.  The Rabbit Foot Fire objectives are currently 
73% complete, while 20% of the fire perimeter is contained.  
Evacuations:  All pre-evacuation zones in both Custer and Lemhi counties are in Level 1 status, the lowest level 
of alert.  Residents in these zones should maintain awareness of the potential for evacuations in the event of 
increased fire behavior.  See a map depicting the current evacuations at https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6090/.  
In Lemhi County, contact the Sheriff’s Department at 208.756.8980 for questions regarding evacuations. 
Closures:  The Morgan Creek Road (NFSR 055) is open for through traffic in the closure area.  Stopping is not 
permitted.  The Cabin and Ringle Creek Roads and all spurs are open.  There is still an area closure on the Salmon-
Challis National Forest.  For maps and more details, visit https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/closures/6090/. 
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