
Fall Color Report 
October 27, 2022 

"My sorrow, when she's here with me 
Thinks these dark days of autumn rain are 

beautiful as days can be 
She loves the bare, the withered tree 

She walks the sodden pasture lane." 

- Robert Frost 

A wind whistles through the empty forest, sending 
brittle leaves scuttling over the ground, rolling over each 
other and speaking in a harsh dry whisper of secrets we 
cannot know.  The welcoming soft woods of a few 
short weeks ago has shriveled, reducing trees 
which were mighty giants to crooked twigs 
scraping against the sky and leaves that once gave 
gentle shade to twisted dead things scrabbling 
down trails and whispering in the wind. 

In winter, the snow will still the leaves and 
soften the harsh contours of the landscape.  

Spring will see new growth and hear bird 
song.  Here in late autumn though, the 
bones of the land are laid bare and the only 
bird noises are the unhallowed croaks and screams 
of ravens.  This is the time of year when joy seems 
to have abandoned the forest, and sorrow is left to 
wander without hope through a dead land.  There 
are glimpses of things better left unseen, 
movement in the corner of your eye that vanishes, 
soft sighs that have no source, sudden inexplicable 
chills with a paranoid feeling of being watched in a 

forest devoid of hiding places.  Be wary of the forest, and if you go, listen carefully to 
the woods around you.  Perhaps you will learn the secret of which the leaves 

whisper…but perhaps, you don’t want to know. 

Our Halloween edition is, appropriately, the last of the fall 
color reports every year.  The leaves are off and there is 0% 
of fall color left.  We hope you have enjoyed these reports as 
much as we enjoy creating them.  And, while it can be spooky 
out there if you want it to be, the Forest is actually beautiful 
now and throughout the year.  You just have to look for it.   

To virtually visit the Forest and so avoid any chance 
encounters with ghouls and spirits altogether, see color photos 
on our Flickr page (flickr.com/photos/superiornationalforest) 
or follow us on Facebook and our webpage (www.fs.usda.gov/superior). 


